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ECCC  Purchases  Software  To  Assist 
Students,  Faculty,  and  Administration 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege is  in  the  process  of  upgrad- 
ing its  information  technology 
system  following  the  recent 
purchase  of  computer  software 
that  makes  it  easier  and  faster 
for  students,  facutly  and  the 
administration  to  access  campus 
information. 

The  software  - Jenzabar’s 
Internet  Campus  Solution 
(JICS)  product  suite-  was  pur- 
chased from  Jenzabar,  Inc., 
of  Cambridge,  MA,  a leader  in 
software  solutions  for  higher 
education. 

College  officials  said  the  new 
program  provides  a much- 
needed  service  on  the  Decatur 
campus. 

“Jenzabar’s  Internet  Campus 
Solutions  is  the  only  fully  inte- 
grated Web-based  software 
solution  on  the  market  that  can 
provide  the  students,  faculty 
and  administration  at  East  Cen- 
tral with  fast  and  reliable  access 
to  campus-wide  information,” 
said  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  ECCC 
president.  “Using  Jenzabar’s 
Internet  Campus  Solution  will 
enable  East  Central  to  greatly 
improve  how  students,  faculty 


and  administrators  communi- 
cate with  each  other  on  a daily 
basis.  We  feel  that  by  working 
with  Jenzabar,  we  will  set  a 
solid  technology  foundation  that 
takes  the  College  well  into  this 
centuiy  and  beyond.” 

Dr.  Sutphin  also  noted  that  the 
current  software  and  hardware 
is  five  years  old  and  is  approach- 
ing its  useful  life  expectancy.  “As 
a result,”  he  said,  “the  cost  to 
maintain  the  existing  program 
is  increasing.  We  were  able  to 
purchase  the  Jenzabar  system 
at  a reduced  rate,  and  felt  the 
timing  was  right  to  upgrade  our 
existing  information  technology 
system.” 

Jenzabar’s  Internet  Campus 
Solution  is  comprised  of 
Jenzabar’s  Data  Mart  product 
and  new  Portlet  technology,  a 
fully  integrated  enterprise  and 
administrative  office  solution 
and  a fully  integrated  elearn- 
ing  solution,  according  to  Bob 
Maginn,  chief  executive  officer. 
Maginn  further  explained  that 
Jenzabar’s  database  intelligence 
pushes  role-appropriate  cus- 
tomized information  through 
an  Internet-based  platform.  He 


provided  the  following  examples 
on  how  the  software  can  be 
used: 

“A  college  president  will  be 
able  to  see  daily  enrollment 
and  fund-raising  figures.  A 
student  advisor  would  be  able 
to  utilize  a portlet  that  provides 
the  necessary  tools  to  assist  stu- 
dents, such  as  students’  profile 
information  and  degree  audit. 
Students  will  in  effect  have  their 
own  ‘page’,  their  own  password, 
and  will  be  able  to  access  infor- 
mation regarding  class  sched- 
ules, etc.” 

Dr.  Sutphin  said  the  total  cost 
of  the  upgrade  system  in  actual 
dollars  is  $482,359.  He  said  the 
College  is  financing  the  pur- 
chase under  a lease/purchase 
agreement  over  a five-year 
period  with  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi as  the  bonding  agent. 
Annual  payments  will  be  less 
than  $106,000. 

Dr.  Sutphin  noted  that  most 
of  the  funding  for  the  project 
comes  from  technology  funds 
appropriated  by  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Private  funding  will  also 
be  used  in  the  purchase. 


Presents  $24,000  Check  to  ECCC  Warrior  Club 


Athletics  at  East  Central  Community  College  received  a financial  boost  thanks  to  a sizeable  contribu- 
tion made  by  The  Edward  M.  and  Henrietta  M.  Knabusch  Charitable  Trust.  Dan  Breeding  (second  from 
left),  general  manager  at  La-Z-Boy  South  in  Newton,  a company  founded  by  the  late  Mr.  Knabusch,  is 
shown  presenting  a check  for  $24,000  to  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  ECCC  president,  with  proceeds  designated 
for  the  Warrior  Club,  a support  group  for  ECCC  athletics.  The  contribution  will  be  used  to  install  lights  on 
the  Lady  Warrior  softball  field.  Also  pictured  at  the  presentation  are  (from  left)  Terry  Underwood,  ECCC 
athletic  director;  Mark  Killens  (fourth  from  left)  of  Newton,  Warrior  Club  president;  and  Ricky  Harrison, 
ECCC  drafting  and  design  technology  instructor  and  former  Warrior  Club  president. 


Barbara  Deaton  to  retire  after 
27  years  as  faculty  secretary 


Barbara  Deaton 


“Thank  you  for  calling  East 
Central  Community  College... 
This  is  Barbara.” 

If  anyone  has  ever  picked  up 
the  telephone  and  dialed  the 
phone  number  for  East  Central 
Community  College,  chances  are 
they’ve  heard  that  phrase.  And 
they’ve  heard  that  very  familiar 
voice.  In  March,  the  voice,  and 
the  lady  behind  it,  will  retire. 

For  27  and  a half  years,  Bar- 
bara Deaton  has  worked  at  East 
Central  Community  College 
and  for  27  years,  she  has  been 
the  voice  behind  the  College’s 
switchboard.  Yes,  she’s  had  help 
through  the  years,  but  Deaton 
has  been  there  the  longest. 

Deaton  and  her  husband,  Al, 
moved  to  Decatur  in  August 
of  1968  when  he  began  teach- 
ing physics  at  the  College.  She 
began  taking  classes  in  1970  and 
graduated  from  East  Central 
in  1973.  She  began  working  in 
former  Dean  of  Instruction  Dr. 
Brad  Tucker’s  office  in  1975. 

Five  months  later,  she  was 
moved  to  the  Communications 
Office  to  work  the  College’s  first 
switchboard. 

“In  January,  I was  moved 
to  Newton  Hall  to  operate 
EC’s  first  switchboard  and  the 
College’s  first  Xerox  copier,” 
Deaton  said.  “Before  this  We 
used  the  spirit  duplicator  with 
all  the  messy  purple  copies!” 

The  only  thing  that  has 
remained  the  same  for  the  past 
27  years  is  the  office  itself.  It 
has  been  located  on  the  bottom 
floor  of  Newton  Hall  since  1975. 
But  Deaton  said  so  many  other 
things  have  changed  since  she 
began  working  at  the  College. 

“I  went  from  a plain  electric 
typewriter  to  a memory  type- 


writer and  then  to  a computer,” 
Deaton  said.  “We  also  went 
from  the  spirit  duplicator  to  the 
Xerox  copier,  which  has  also 
been  upgraded  many  times.  The 
present  copier  will  collate  and 
staple,  put  covers  on  booklets 
and  has  many  other  features.” 

Deaton  also  said  the  switch- 
board has  been  upgraded  sev- 
eral times. 

“None  of  the  instructors  had 
telephones  in  their  office  when  I 
started  working  at  EC,”  she  said. 
“Now  they  all  have  phones  and 
voice  mail.  And  very  few  of  the 
instructors  had  typewriters  and 
now  they  all  have  computers. 
Things  have  certainly  changed.” 

In  addition  to  working  the 
switchboard  and  copier,  the 
Communications  Office  staff 
also  runs  the  postage  machine, 
handles  incoming  and  outgoing 
mail,  and  types  for  the  faculty. 

Deaton  has  worked  for  three 
presidents  of  the  College  includ- 
ing Dr.  Charles  Wright,  Dr. 
Eddie  Smith  and  Dr.  Phil  Sut- 
phin. She  has  also  worked  with 
five  different  secretaries  in  the 
Communications  Office. 

“Five  different  secretaries  have 
worked  in  the  office  with  me 
through  the  years,”  said  Deaton. 
“Rosemary  Adock,  wife  of  John 
Adcock  (Vocational-Technical 
Director)  worked  with  me  for  a 
few  years.  Then  Rose  Bradberry, 
wife  of  Coach  David  Bradberry 
stayed  about  a year.  Mary  Rob- 
inson, wife  of  Coach  Herman 
Robinson,  worked  with  me 
about  five  or  six  years. 

“The  person  that  stayed  with 
me  the  longest  was  Gloria 
Rigdon.  She  was  my  partner 
for  15  years.  When  East  Central 
started  the  nursing  program 
(Associate  Degree  Nursing), 
she  started  taking  classes.  After 
Gloria  graduated  I lost  her  as  a 
partner  in  the  office,  but  she  has 
remained  a good  friend  and  is 
also  our  school  nurse  at  EC.” 

Deaton  said  she  was  really 
concerned  about  who  would 
replace  Gloria  Rigdon,  but  she 
said  her  prayers  were  answered 
when  Jeannie  Vance  was  hired. 

“I  have  told  her  many  times 
that  she  was  an  answer  to  my 
prayers,”  said  Deaton.  “We 
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EC  HEADWAE  Honorees 


Clopton,  Young  Selected 


Tommy  Clopton,  who  teaches  chemistry,  and  sophomore  nursing 
student  Shancey  Foreman  Young  of  Forest,  were  selected  to  rep- 
resented East  Central  Community  College  at  the  annual  HEADWAE 
observance,  which  recognizes  outstanding  college  instructors  and 
students. 


Chemistry  instructor  Tommy 
Clopton  of  Decatur  and  sopho- 
more nursing  student  Shancey 
Foreman  Young  of  Forest  have 
been  selected  East  Central 
Community  College’s  HEAD- 
WAE faculty  member  and  stu- 
dent for  the  2002-03  term. 

The  ECCC  honorees  will  be 
recognized  along  with  other 
outstanding  instructors  and 


students  representing  the  state’s 
public  and  private  colleges  and 
universities  during  activities 
scheduled  Tuesday,  February  18 
in  Jackson.  The  special  pro- 
gram begins  at  10  a.m.  at  the 
State  Capitol  followed  by  an 
awards  luncheon,  which  gets 
underway  at  11:45  a.m.  at  the 
Clarion  Hotel  and  Convention 
Center. 


A booklet  featuring  biographi- 
cal sketches  and  photos  of  each 
honoree  will  be  presented  at  the 
awards  luncheon. 

HEADWAE  (Higher  Education 
Appreciation  Day  - Working 
for  Academic  Excellence)  is  a 
program  of  the  Mississippi  Leg- 
islature, sponsored  by  the  state’s 
corporate  community,  and  coor- 
dinated by  the  Mississippi  Asso- 
ciation of  Colleges.  Each  year 
HEADWAE  honors  an  outstand- 
ing faculty  member  and  an 
outstanding  student  from  each 
participating  member  institu- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  Associa- 
tion of  Colleges. 

Clopton  has  been  a member  of 
the  ECCC  faculty  since  1999.  In 
addition  to  his  teaching  duties, 
he  serves  as  an  assistant  coach 
for  the  Warrior  football  team. 

He  is  a member  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Faculty  Association  for 
Community  and  Junior  Col- 
leges, ECCC  Administration, 
Faculty  and  Staff  Association 
and  the  Mississippi  Association 
of  Coaches. 

In  addition,  he  is  a member  of 
Clarke-Venable  Baptist  Church. 

Clopton  is  a graduate  of 
Wesson  High  School,  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College  and 


the  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  received 
bachelor  and  master’s  degrees 
in  chemistry  education.  Fie  has 
completed  additional  studies  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
April  Hegwood  of  Taylorsville. 
They  have  two  sons,  Micah  and 
Trace. 

Young  is  an  honor  student  in 
the  College’s  Associate  Degree 
Nursing  program.  A President’s 
List  scholar,  she  is  a member  of 
Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college 
and  serves  as  secretary  of  the 
student  nurse  organization 
(ASNEC)  at  East  Central. 

Her  career  goal  “is  to  work  at 
the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center  as  a registered 
nurse  in  the  adult  emergency 
room.” 

She  attended  Forest  High 
School  and  graduated  from  The 
Education  Center  in  Jackson. 

Young  is  the  daughter  of 
Rickey  and  Donna  Foreman  of 
Forest. 

She  is  married  to  Norman 
Young  and  they  have  a son,  • 
Payten. 


College  welcomes  new  staff  members  during  spring  semester 


New  personnel  were  recently 
welcomed  at  East  Central 
Community  College.  Joining 
the  faculty  are  Phillip  Cren- 
shaw, history  instructor;  Scott 
McLemore,  automotive  technol- 
ogy instructor;  Lynn  Selman, 
special  populations  (mathemat- 
ics) instructor;  and  Susanna 
Stewart,  physics  instructor.  New 
staff  members  include  Michaelle 
Smith,  bookstore  manager,  and 
Sherry  Craft,  business  office 
clerk. 

Crenshaw  comes  to  East  Cen- 
tral from  Meridian  High  School, 
where  he  served  as  social  stud- 
ies instructor  and  received 
“Teacher  of  the  Year”  honors 
in  2000  and  1998.  He  was  also 
voted  the  teacher  with  the  “Most 
Character”  by  the  MHS  student 
body  in  2002.  That  same  year  he 
received  an  appreciation  award 
from  the  Meridian  Rotary  Club. 
He  is  also  former  social  stud- 
ies instructor  at  Clarkdale  High 
School.  In  all,  he  brings  13  years 
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Crenshaw 


teaching 
experi- 
ence to 
his  new 
position. 

A 

graduate 
of  Merid- 
ian High 
School, 

Crenshaw 
holds  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  athletic 
administration  with  emphasis 
in  secondary  education/social 
science  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  where  he 
graduated  with  highest  honors. 
He  also  has  a master’s  degree  in 
history  from  the  University  of 
West  Alabama.  He  maintained  a 
perfect  4.0  grade  point  average 
on  all  college  coursework. 

Crenshaw  is  married  to  the 
former  Kim  Hatcher  of  Meridian 
and  they  have  three  children, 
Hunter,  Alex  and  Dalton. 

Prior  to  rejoining  the  ECCC 


staff,  McLemore  served  the  past 
six  and  a half  years  as  auto- 
motive 
mechan- 
ics 

instructor 
at  Ross 
Collins 
Voca- 
tional- 
Technical 
Center  in 
Meridian. 

He  is  also 
a former 
auto  mechanics  instructor  at 
ECCC,  having  served  from  1993 
to  1996. 

In  addition  to  his  teaching 
experience,  McLemore  served 
as  an  auto  technician  for  several 
area  dealerships  and  is  a former 
diesel  technician. 

A graduate  of  Lake  High 
School,  McLemore  also  com- 
pleted coursework  in  agricul- 
tural mechanics  at  the  Forest/ 
Scott  County  Vocational-Tech- 


nical Center  and  received  an 
associate’s  degree  in  mechanical 
engineering  from  ECCC.  He  also 
attended  Mississippi  State  Uni- 
versity. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Renee  Freeman  and  they  have 
two  children,  Caleb  and  Nicko- 
las. 

Selman  is  a former  math 
instructor  at  Petal  High  School, 
where 
she  also 
served  as 
a spon- 
sor for 
Mu  Alpha 
Theta,  an 
organiza- 
tion for 
students 
who  excel 
in  math- 
ematics. 

A graduate  of  Columbia  Acad- 
emy, Selman  holds  bachelor  and 
master’s  degrees  in  mathematics 
from  William  Carey  College.  She 
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Guitars  Gone  Wild! 


By  Thomas  W.  Carson 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

Collectors.  Everyone  knows  a 
few. 

Our  bus  driver  neighbor  might 
collect  stamps.  Our  computer 
programmer  workmate  might 
collect  old  watering  cans.  Most 
of  us  are  aware  that  Jay  Leno 
collects  motorcycles. 

Our  profession  usually  has 
nothing  to  do  with  what  we  col- 
lect for  a hobby with 

one  glaring  exception;  the  guitar 
player. 

We  guitarists  are  an  odd 
lot.  Find  a guitar  player,  and 
you  will  find  someone  who  is 
constantly  looking  for  the  “per- 
fect axe”,  paranoid  that  the  one 
he  just  plunked  down  big  bucks 
for,  is  not  quite  up  to  par  to  the 
one-of-a-kind  beauty  on  e-bay 
that  is  being  sold  at  a low  price 
by  someone  who  “don’t  know 
jack  about  guitars”. 

We  buy  a guitar  and  the  next 
week  it  is  on  to  the  catalog 
searches,  store  perusing  and 
pawn  shop  exploring  for  the 
one  with  that  special  tone,  that 
sweet  paint  job,  that  smooth 
action,  or  that  awesome  bal- 
anced feel  when  you  slide  that 
neck  strap  over  your  shoulders, 
and  the  guitar  falls  “just  right” 
across  your  waist. 


As  members  of  ECCC’s  rock 
and  roll  band,  The  Collegians, 
Guitarist  Chris  Moody,  Bass- 
ist Grant  Morris,  and  Director 
Tom  Carson  all  experience  the 
“guitar”  hunger  that  never  goes 
away. 

Growing  up  with  a father  that 
collected  classical  and  acous- 
tic guitars  all  over  the  world,  I 
started  my  need  for  the  “perfect 
guitar”  at  an  early  age.  When  my 
older  teen  brother  abandoned  a 
handmade  guitar,  complete  with 
American  nickels  as  part  of  the 
tuning  heads,  8 year-old  Tommy 
walked  in,  claimed  the  guitar  as 
his,  and  never  looked  back. 

Two  areas  that  all  three  ECCC 
rockers  agree  with,  is  that  guitar 
trends  and  brands  come  and  go, 
but  you  will  never  go  wrong  with 
two  familiar  names,  American- 
made  Fender  and  Gibson. 

As  owners  of  several  older 
Fenders  and  Gibson  instru- 
ments, Moody  and  Morris  have 
fun  trying  out  new  electric 
models,  including  Mississippi’s 
own  Peavey  brand,  but  when  it 
comes  to  “takin’  care  of  busi- 
ness”, the  Gibson  Les  Paul 
reigns  supreme. 

Both  Moody  and  Carson  use 
older  Les  Pauls  in  The  Colle- 
gians, and  Morris  is  partial  to 
his  Fender  Basses. 

While  posing  with  a few 
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achieved  a 3.8  grade  point  aver- 
age on  the  undergraduate  level 
and  maintained  a 4.0  GPA  while 
earning  her  master’s  degree. 

She  also  served  three  years 
as  a student  government  offi- 
cer and  received  the  Phi  Delta 
Kappa  Outstanding  Teacher 
Award  in  1996. 

Selman  is  a member  of  the 
National  Council  of  Teachers  of 
Mathematics. 

She  is  married  to  Shaun 
Selman,  who  serves  as  minis- 
ter of  youth  and  education  at 
Clarke-Venable  Baptist  Church. 
They  have  a daughter,  Kiersten. 

Prior  to  joining  the  ECCC  staff, 
Stewart 
taught 
science 
classes  as 
a teacher 
candidate 
at  Forrest 
County 
Agri- 
cultural 
High 
School  in 
Hatties- 
burg and 
at  R.  H.  Watkins  High  School 
in  Laurel.  She  is  also  a former 
teacher  assistant  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Physics  and  Astronomy 
at  the  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  in  Hattiesburg. 

In  addition  to  her  teach- 
ing experience,  Stewart  was  a 
daycare/preschool  worker  and 
preteens  instructor  at  West 
Temple  Baptist  Church.  She 
also  served  as  an  Order  Entry/ 
Pharmacy  Technician  at  Forest 
General  Hospital. 

A graduate  of  the  Mississippi 
School  for  Mathematics  and 
Science  in  Columbus  with  her 
home  school  at  North  Forrest 
High  School  in  Hattiesburg, 
Stewart  received  an  Associate  of 
Arts  degree  from  Jones  County 
Junior  College  in  Ellisville  and 
a Bachelor’s  Degree  in  physics 
from  the  University  of  South- 
ern Mississippi,  where  she  was 
a President’s  and  Dean’s  List 
scholar,  and  was  awarded  the 
William  F.  St.  Clair  Scholar- 
ship for  Physics  in  Education. 
She  was  also  a member  of 
the  Golden  Key  International 
Honour  Society,  Gamma  Beta 
Phi  and  the  Society  for  Phys- 
ics Students.  Her  professional 


affiliations  include  membership 
in  the  American  Association  of 
Physics  Teachers. 

Stewart  is  married  to  George 
N.  Stewart,  formerly  of  Purvis, 
and  they  have  two  children, 
Gregory  and  Emily.  They  have 
permanent  residence  in  Hatties- 
burg while  she  and  the  children 
currently  live  in  Decatur. 

Smith 
was  pre- 
viously 
employed 
as  a 
general 
ledger 
accoun- 
tant at 
the  Silver 
Star 

Resort  in 
Casino. 

She  is  also  a former  accounts 
receivable/payable  clerk  for  Earl 
Gray  and  Sons,  Inc. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Green- 
wood (Indiana)  Community 
High  School. 

She  is  married  to  Stuart  Smith 
of  Decatur.  They  have  a daugh- 
ter, Savannah,  and  are  expecting 
another  child  in  September. 

Craft  is  a former  bookkeeper/ 
legal  assistant  at  Logan  and 
May,  P.  A.  in  Newton.  She  is  also 
a former 
staff 
member 
at  Laird 
Health 
Care,  Inc. 
in  Union. 

Her  work 
experi- 
ence also 
includes 
serving 
as  a legal 
assistant  for  the  Mississippi  Bar 
Association  in  Jackson. 

A graduate  of  Brookhaven 
High  School,  Craft  received  an 
Associate  Degree  of  Business 
Administration  from  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College 
in  Wesson,  and  attended  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi. She  was  a member  and 
officeholder  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
chapters  at  Co-Lin  and  USM. 

She  is  married  to  Alex  Craft, 
who  serves  as  minister  of  music 
at  Clarke-Venable  Baptist 
Church  in  Decatur.  They  have  a 
daughter,  Mackenzie. 


Stewart 


Smith 


Craft 
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award  the  Associate  Degree. 

Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  docs  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex. 
age,  or  handicap.  The  college  is  in  compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  Title  IX  of  the  1972 
Educational  Amendments,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  of 
1990,  and  the  Right  to  Know  Campus  Security  Act  of  1990. 

StafT  members  include  editor  Jimmy  Hall,  assistant  editor  Drew  Kama,  and  Joshua  Hall.  Vicki  Powe,  Jenna 
Talbert,  Connie  Smith,  and  Shuwaski  Young.  Sponsors  are  Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 


Shown  with  just  a sampling  of  their  guitar  collections 
are  (from  left)  EC  Director  of  Bands  Thomas  W.  Carson 
and  Collegian  members  Grant  Morris  of  Philadlephia  and 
Christopher  Moody  of  Louisville. 


of  their  favorites,  the  guys 
were  asked  how  many  guitars 
they  own  collectively,  they  all 
laughed  and  said,  “too  many  to 
fill  this  stage”. 


As  for  the  future  of  my  guitar 
collection,  the  only  way  anyone 
will  get  my  guitars  is  to  pry 

them  from  my  cold You  get 

the  picture. 


Graduating  in  May? 

Complete  these  steps  first 


For  students  planning 
to  graduate  from  East 
Central  Community  Col- 
lege this  spring,  certain 
requirements  must  be  met, 
in  addition  to  completing 
the  required  course  work. 
Completing  an  application 
for  graduation  is  the  first 
in  the  process. 

Graduation  applications 
are  available  in  the  Office 
of  the  Vice  President  for 
Instruction.  The  applica- 
tion must  be  signed  and 
dated  and  must  contain 
the  name  that  the  graduate 
would  like  printed  on  his 
or  her  diploma.  There  is 


also  a place  to  fill  out  cap 
and  gown  measurements. 

A curriculum  sheet  signed 
by  the  student’s  advisor 
must  also  be  submitted 
with  the  application. 

The  $30  graduation  fee 
must  accompany  the  appli- 
cation. This  fee  is  payable 
to  the  business  office.  It  is 
nonrefundable  and  cannot 
be  applied  to  any  future 
graduations. 

For  more  information 
about  graduation  require- 
ments contact  Dr.  Lavinia 
Sparkman,  Vice  President 
for  Instruction  at  635-2111, 
ext.  202. 


Auto  Mechanics:  No  longer  just  a man’s  job 


Debbie  Payne  works  on  a car  in  the  Automotive  Technology  Lab. 
She  plans  to  work- with  her  husband,  when  she  completes  the 
program. 


By  April  Jones 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 


Everyday  women  are  defying 
the  ideas  established  long  ago 
that  they  are  the  weaker  of  the 
two  sexes.  People  may  think 
that  women  are  not  capable  of 
carrying  out  the  tasks  that  men 
face  in  their  daily  lives.  In  this 
story  many  will  learn  how  one 
woman  is  “going  against  the 
grain”  and  taking  on  a man’s 
job. 

Debbie  Payne  is  the  loving 
mother  of  six  children:  Tony, 
Patrick,  Sadie,  Jacob,  Tristian, 
and  Selena.  She  has  been  mar- 
ried to  her  mechanic  husband 
Mike  for  the  last  sixteen  years. 
The  family  lives  in  Decatur  and 
Debbie  is  a student  in  the  Auto 
Mechanics  program. 

When  asked  why  she  chose 
auto  mechanics,  Payne  said,  “I 
enjoy  helping  my  husband  and 
felt  like  it  was  an  opportunity 
for  me  to  discover  what  I really 
wanted  to  do  with  my  life.” 

After  completing  the  program, 


she  plans  to  work  with  her  hus- 
band. 

When  I asked  what  it  was  like 
to  be  in  a predominately  male 
field,  Payne  promised  that  it  was 
just  like  being  enrolled  in  any 
other  class. 

“The  guys  in  the  shop  treat  me 
just  like  I’m  one  of  them,”  Payne 
said.  “They  joke  and  pick  with 
me  just  as  they  would  any  guy 
that  walked  through  the  door 
and  participated  in  the  class.” 

Payne  did  say  that  it  was  a 
little  harder  for  her  because 
she  didn’t  grow  up  with  tools  in 
her  hand  like  most  of  her  class- 
mates. She  said  has  to  study  a 
little  harder  and  prepare  more 
so  that  she  is  ready  for  whatever 
task  she  encounters. 

Dale  McNair,  who  served  as 
Payne’s  instructor  last  semester, 
said,  “ I am  pleased  with  her 
ambition  and  dedication.  It’s 
not  that  much  different  having 
her  in  class  (as  opposed  to  male 
students.)  She  really  wants  to 
succeed  at  this  and  she  is  dedi- 
cated to  getting  her  degree  in 
auto  mechanics.” 


It  is  great  to  know  that  there 
are  women  out  there  who  are 
not  afraid  of  being  different 
and  having  a “man’s”  job.  It 
is  amazing  how  a woman  who 
once  wanted  to  be  a school- 
teacher is  now  only  a few 
months  away  from  a degree  in 


auto  mechanics.  I guess  that 
goes  to  show  that  all  things  are 
possible. 

In  the  words  of  Debbie  Payne, 
“Do  whatever  makes  you  happy 
and  do  not  let  anything  stand  in 
the  way”. 


DEATON^ontmue^ron^ag^ 


really  enjoy  working  together 
and  I will  miss  her  when  I 
retire.” 

Deaton  said  there  has  been 
some  very  crazy  times  in  the 
Communications  Office. 

“When  the  machinery  breaks 
down,  everyone  needs  some- 
thing at  the  same  time  and  the 
switchboard  is  ringing  off  the 
hook,  it  can  be  very  hectic,” 
Deaton  said.  “If  I start  to  get 
bored  when  I retire,  I will  try  to 
remember  those  days!” 

In  addition  to  her  activities  at 
the  College,  Deaton  plays  the 
organ  for  the  evening  services  at 
Clarke-Venable  Baptist  Church 
in  Decatur,  where  she  and  her 
husband  have  been  members  for 
35  years. 

“I  love  being  a part  of  the  dif- 
ferent activities  of  the  church,” 
Deaton  said.  “I  have  been 


involved  in  the  music  ministry 
since  we  joined  Clarke-Ven- 
able. I started  singing  in  the 
choir  and  after  I started  taking 
organ  lessons  from  Mrs.  Marian 
Thornton,  she  encouraged  me 
to  play  in  church.  I was  hesi- 
tant to  try  since  the  church  had 
been  blessed  with  such  great 
organists  as  Jimmy  Thrash  and 
Jackie  Edwards,  but  with  Mrs. 
Thornton’s  encouragement  I 
gave  it  a try.” 

Deaton  played  the  organ  for 
both  morning  and  evening  ser- 
vices for  12  years,  but  said  she 
was  delighted  when  Dr.  Eddie 
and  Charlotte  Smith  moved  to 
Decatur  and  he  took  over  the 
morning  duties  for  her. 

When  reminiscing  about  her 
years  at  the  College,  Deaton 
said,  “I  have  enjoyed  working 
at  East  Central  very  much.  I 


Come  Worship  With  Us! 

Baptist  Student  Union 

Activities: 

Monday:  Worship  service  at  8:31  p.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 
Tuesday:  Girls  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  BSU  Center  and 
Guys  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  Upper  Room  (enter 
the  door  to  the  left  of  the  Grill  entrance 
near  the  Bookstore) 

Wednesday:  Lunch  Encounter  at  Noon 
in  the  BSU  Center 

Thursday:  Bible  Study  at  7 :15  a.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 


have  worked  with  some  very 
thoughtful  people  and  have 
had  good  benefits  such  as  sick 
leave  and  retirement.  I will  miss 
everyone  very  much,  but  it  will 
be  great  to  have  some  time  at 
home.  I hope  A1  and  I can  travel 
some,  work  on  some  projects 
at  home,  and  hopefully  spend 
more  time  with  our  children  and 
grandchildren.” 


The  Deatons  have  two  sons. 
Phil  is  an  airplane  pilot  for 
Flight  Options.  He  and  his  wife, 
the  former  Cindy  Bridges  of 
Philadelphia,  have  three  chil- 
dren: Emily,  Alex  and  Zack. 
Steve  is  an  English  instructor  at 
Holmes  Community  College  in 
Goodman  and  is  married  to  the 
former  Suzanne  Smith  of  Yazoo 
City. 


Wellness  Programs  Offered  By 
The  Student  Health  Center 

February  1 5 

"Sexually  Transmitted  diseases" 

April  York  with  the  Mississippi  department  of  Health 
Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center  Auditorium 
1 0:45  to  1 1:50  a.m. 

February  10 
"Alcohol  Abuse" 

Mothers  Against  drunk  drivers 
Featuring  Stephanie  denham 
who  lost  her  daughter  to  a drunk  driver 
Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center 
1 0:45  to  1 1:50  a.m. 

March  6 
"drug  Abuse" 

Representative  from  the 
National  Council  on  Alcohol  and  drug  Abuse 
Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center 
1 0:45  to  1 1:50  a.m. 

April  14 
"Blood  drive" 

Sponsored  by  United  Blood  Services 
Blood  Mobile  will  be  in  the  Mall  Area 
S a.m.  to  5 p.m. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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Diamond  Warriors  to  begin 
season  Feb.  1 2 at  Coahoma 


A mostly  freshman  squad  will 
take  the  field  February  12  when 
East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege begins  the  2003  baseball 
campaign  by  hosting  Coahoma 
Community  College  in  a single 
contest  scheduled  at  2 p.m.  on 
the  Decatur  campus. 

But  head  coach  Jake  Yarbor- 
ough said  his  team’s  lack  of 
experience  is  not  an  indication 
of  a lack  of  talent. 

“We  are  a young  team  this 
year  with  21  freshmen  but  I feel 
really  confident  in  this  team’s 
abilities.  We  are  hitting  the 
ball  well  and  the  pitchers  are 
improving  at  every  outing.  We 
are  a defensively  sound  team 
and  our  offense  should  be  able 
to  provide  support  for  our  pitch- 
ers. We  also  have  depth  in  each 
position,  and  players  are  having 
to  compete  for  positions,”  said 
Yarborough,  now  in  his  second 
year  in  leading  the  Diamond 
Warriors. 

Yarborough  said  top  returnees 
from  last  year’s  squad  include 
infielder/ pitcher  Justin  Darby 
of  Union,  second  baseman  Jake 
Nester  of  Lake,  catcher  Joey 
Holcomb  of  Locust  Fork  High 
School  in  Trafford,  Ala.,  and 
pitchers  Alex  Shepard  of  Sebas- 


topol and  Jarrod  Vaughn  of 
Louisville. 

Darby  batted  .291  with  20 
RBIs,  and  Nester  posted  a .257 
average. 

Shepard  had  a 2.10  earned  run 
average  and  Vaughn  compiled  a 
4.97  ERA. 

Other  top  returnees  are  first 
baseman  Tyler  Rogers  of  Louis- 
ville and  outfielder  Paul  Brown 
of  Forest. 

Newcomers  on  the  mound 
include  Jim  Talley,  who  posted  a 
19-0  record  in  leading  Moorev- 
ille  to  the  State  Class  2A  Cham- 
pionship; Jonathon  Taylor,  a 
transfer  from  Delta  State  Uni- 
versity and  native  of  Livings- 
ton, Ala.;  and  Hunter  Holley, 
a southpaw  from  Philadelphia 
High  School. 

Yarborough  said  he  is  also 
expecting  strong  performances 
from  other  members  of  the 
pitching  staff,  who  include  Brent 
McMillan  of  Newton,  Gary 
Parker  of  Morton,  Chris  Middle- 
ton  of  Vicksburg,  Tra  Hickmon 
of  Louisville,  Drew  McGehee 
of  Water  Valley,  Dexter  Sellers 
of  Bastrop,  Ala.,  Wes  Turner  of 
Neshoba  Central  and  Jonathan 
Sigrest  of  Scott  Central.  Parker 
and  McGehee  are  the  southpaws 


in  the  group. 

Expected  to  see  plenty  of 
action  in  the  infield  are  third 
baseman  Michael  Dunn  of  Pas- 
cagoula, short  stop  Jacob  Davis 
of  Biloxi,  first  baseman  Destin 
Moore  of  Kosciusko,  short  stop 
Wes  Turner  of  Neshoba  Central 
and  second  baseman/short  stop 
Brian  McNeil  of  Enterprise. 

Sharing  catching  duties  with 
Holcomb  are  Jacob  Townsend 
of  Neshoba  Central  and  Robby 
Carey  of  Newton  County. 

Battling  for  starting  posi- 
tions in  the  outfield  are  Drew 
Kenna  of  Forest,  Gabe  Snow 
and  Kentay  Eiland,  both  of  Lou- 
isville; David  Martin  of  Water 
Valley,  Craig  Martin  of  Lake  and 
Van  Wilson  of  West  Lauderdale. 

Assisting  Coach  Yarborough 
this  season  is  Reggie  Richard- 
son, former  head  baseball  coach 
at  Southeast  Lauderdale  High 
School. 

The  Diamond  Warriors’  home 
opener  is  scheduled  Sunday, 
February  16  against  Southwest 
Tennessee  Community  Col- 
lege, with  double-header  action 
getting  underway  at  2 p.m.  at 
Jamie  Clark  Memorial  Stadium. 

See  complete  baseball  sched- 
ule on  Page  5. 


East  Central  Softball  Season 
Gets  Underway  February  18 


Another  successful  season 
is  anticipated  for  East  Central 
Community  College’s  Lady  War- 
rior softball  team,  which  begins 
the  2003  schedule  on  Tuesday, 
February  18  by  challenging 
Jones  County  Junior  College  in 
double-header  action  at  i p.m. 
on  the  Decatur  campus. 

Seven  players  return  from 
Mike  Anderson’s  2002  squad, 
which  posted  a 24-15  record  and 
qualified  for  post-season  play  in 
just  its  second  year  of  fast-pitch 
competition. 

Anderson  noted  that  in  addi- 
tion to  having  a talented  squad 
on  offense  and  defense,  the 
2003  Lady  Warriors  have  “team 
chemistry.” 

“This  group  seems  to  care  for 
each  other,  and  that  is  some- 
thing that  cannot  be  coached,” 


he  said. 

Top  returnees  include  catcher/ 
first  baseman  Anna  Moore  of 
Pearl,  infielder  Faith  Whitfield 
of  Louisville,  pitcher/infielder 
Jennie  Battle  of  Philadelphia, 
and  outfielders  Paige  Sullivan  of 
Nanih  Waiya  and  Krystal  Moore 
of  Philadelphia. 

Anderson  said  Anna  Moore, 
who  was  last  year’s  co-offen- 
sive player  of  the  year,  Krystal 
Moore  and  Whitfield  are  the 
team’s  leading  hitters  in  pre- 
season workouts,  and  expects 
their  success  at  the  plate  to  con- 
tinue throughout  the  season.  He 
said  Battle  and  Sullivan  “have 
speed  and  quickness”  and  will 
be  “definite  threats”  on  the  base 
paths. 

Other  returnees  are  infielders 
Rachel  Smith  of  Grace  Christian 


School  in  Louisville  and  Neak 
Cistrunk  of  Louisville. 

Anderson,  who  begins  his 
eleventh  year  leading  the  Lady 
Warrior  softball  program, 
said  freshmen  Krissi  Harris  of 
Newton  County  and  Kathryn 
Andricopoulos,  a product  of 
Martin’s  Mill  High  School  in 
Canton,  Texas,  will  share  most 
of  the  pitching  duties.  Harris  is 
also  an  infielder. 

Other  freshmen  include 
infielders  Renee  Thompson  of 
East  Rankin  Academy,  Summer 
Richie  of  Lamar  School  and 
Shana  Graham  of  Sebastopol; 
outfielder  Tina  Robbins  of 
Noxapater;  and  catcher  Kate 
Bergin  of  Forest. 

See  complete  softball  schedule 
on  page  4. 


ECCC  Lady  Warrior  Softball  Team 


Ready  to  begin  the  2003  campaign  are  these  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College 
fast-pitch  softball  team  who  include,  seated,  from  left,  catcher  Kate  Bergin  of  Forest,  pitcher/infielder 
Jennie  Battle  of  Philadelphia,  infielder  Faith  Whitfield  of  Louisville  and  outfielder  Tina  Robbins  of  Noxa- 
pater; kneeling  from  left,  outfielder  Krystal  Moore  of  Philadelphia,  outfielder  Neak  Cistrunk  of  Louisville, 
pitcher  Kathryn  Andricopoulos,  a product  of  Martin’s  Mill  High  School  in  Canton,  Texas;  outfielder 
Paige  Sullivan  of  Nanih  Waiya;  and  infielder  Renee  Thompson  of  East  Rankin  Academy;  and  stand- 
ing from  left,  pitcher/infielder  Krissi  Harris  of  Newton  County,  catcher  Anna  Moore  of  Pearl,  infielder 
Summer  Richie  of  Lamar  School,  infielder  Rachel  Smith  of  Grace  Christian  and  infielder  Shana  Graham 
of  Sebastopol.  Mike  Anderson  begins  his  eleventh  year  in  leading  the  Lady  Warriors. 


2003  Rodeo  Schedule 

February  20-22 

Mississippi  State  University 

Starkville,  MS 

March  6-8 

Abraham  Baldwin  Agricultural  College 

Tifton,  GA 

March  27-29 

Arkansas  State  University 

Jonesboro,  AR 

April  3-5 

Southwest  Missouri  State  University 

Springfield,  MO 

April  10-12 

University  of  Tennessee  at  Martin 

Martin,  TN 

ECCC  Diamond  Warriors 


Above  are  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  baseball  team  for  the  2003  campaign. 
First  row,  from  left,  are  pitcher  Drew  McGehee,  Water  Valley;  second  baseman/short  stop/outfielder 
Brian  McNeill,  Enterprise;  catcher  Robby  Carey,  Newton  County;  center  fielder  David  Martin,  Water 
Valley;  left  fielder  Gabe  Snow,  Louisville;  short  stop/pitcher  Wes  Turner,  Neshoba  Central;  second  base- 
man  Jake  Nester,  Lake;  and  pitchers  Gary  Parker  of  Morton,  Hunter  Holley  of  Philadelphia  and  Brent 
McMillan  of  Newton.  Second  row,  from  left,  are  short  stop/second  baseman  Jacob  Davis,  Biloxi;  first 
baseman/left  fielder  Tyler  Rogers,  Louisville;  catcher  Jacob  Townsend,  Neshoba  Central;  outfielder/ 
catcher  Craig  Martin,  Lake;  outfielder  Drew  Kenna,  Forest;  pitcher  Jonathan  Sigrest,  Scott  Central; 
third  baseman  Michael  Dunn,  Pascagoula;  pitcher/third  baseman  Jim  Talley,  Mooreville:  pitcher/right 
fielder  Jarrod  Vaughn,  Louisville;  and  pitcher  Alex  Shepard,  Sebastopol.. Third  row,  from  left,  are  pitcher 
Montrakus  Hickman,  Louisville;  center  fielder  Paul  Brown,  Forest;  second  baseman/third  baseman 
Jamie  Ellington,  Kosciusko;  pitcher/first  baseman/third  baseman  Justin  Darby,  Union;  pitcher  Jonathan 
Taylor,  Doyle  High  School,  Livingston,  Ala.;  catcher  Joey  Holcomb,  Locust  Fork  High  School,  Trafford, 
Ala.;  pitcher  Chris  Middleton,  Vicksburg;  first  baseman/left  fielder  Destin  Moore,  Kosciusko;  pitcher/ 
outfielder  Dexter  Sellers,  Bastrop  (La.)  High  School;  outfielder  Kentay  Eiland,  Louisville;  and  outfielder 
Van  Wilson,  West  Lauderdale  . Jake  Yarborough  is  head  coach  of  the  Diamond  Warriors  and  Reggie 
Richardson  serves  as  an  assistant. 


ECCC  basketball  teams  sweep  Hinds 


The  Lady  Warriors  and  War- 
riors of  East  Central  Community 
College  registered  victories  over 
South  Division  opponent  Hinds 
Community  College  Monday 
night,  February  3,  in  the  Brack- 
een-Wood  Physical  Education 
Building. 

East  Central’s  women  cruised 
past  the  Lady  Eagles  by  a 72-47 
margin  and  improved  to  12-7 
overall  and  6-3  in  league  play, 
while  the  EC  men  held  on  for 
a 92-88  win  and  bettered  their 
record  to  11-8  and  5-4. 

Tamekia  Foley  of  Newton 
County  led  the  Lady  Warriors 
with  24  points.  Also  scoring 
were  Monique  Overstreet  of 
South  Leake,  14;  Ebone’e  Lev- 


erette  of  Forest,  10;  Kimyatta 
Viverette  of  Lake,  seven;  Lenore 
Gray  of  Newton  and  Britney 
Burks  of  Scott  Central,  six  each; 
Adrian  Washington  of  Carroll- 
ton, four;  and  Andrea  Chesney 
of  Newton  Academy,  one. 

Kristy  Sanders  of  Raymond 
had  14  points  to  lead  Hinds, 
who  fell  to  3-17  and  0-9. 

EC  led  44-25  at  the  break. 

Corey  Hornsby,  a product  of 
Istrouma  High  School  in  Baton 
Rouge,  pumped  in  26  points  to 
lead  the  Warriors.  Other  point 
makers  were  Desmond  Jones 
of  Neshoba  Central,  14;  Jamaal 
Martin  of  Northeast  Lauderdale, 
13;  Demario  Qualls  of  Newton, 
12;  Brandon  Mason  of  North 


Dale  High  School  in  Baton 
Rouge,  nine;  Donzel  Crenshaw 
of  Ridgeway  High  School  in 
Memphis,  eight;  Kevin  Bob- 
bitt of  Lake,  six;  and  Dewayne 
Hughes  of  Sebastopol,  four. 

Mario  Tyler  of  Edwards  and 
Denauldo  Bennett  of  Jackson 
had  29  points  each  for  Hinds, 
which  dropped  to  7-10  and  3-6. 

East  Central  led  44-41  at  half- 
time. 

The  Lady  Warriors  and  War- 
riors host  Copiah-Lincoln 
Community  College  Thursday, 
February  13  for  their  final  home 
contest  of  the  season.  The  Col- 
lege will  also  host  area  high 
school  students  for  “Be  Our 
Guest”  activities. 


Try  out  the  Army  National  Guard,  part-time,  & earn 
a steaming,  hot  dose  of  full-time  college  benefits, 
enough  to  fill  up  your  pockets  while  beeping  those 
student  loan  repayment  blues  away. 


Earn  this  and  much  more-. 

• Montgomery  GI  Bill  - 
Up  to  $276  a month 

• State  Education 
Assistance  Program  - 
Up  to  $400  a semester 

• Federal  Tuition 
Assistance  Program  - 
Up  to  $4000  a year 

• $3000  bonus,  if  qualified 

• $8  an  hour  starting  out, 
no  experience  required 


out  more 
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ECCC  Warriors  Selected  All-Region 

East  Central  Community  College  football  players  Demar- 
cus  Granger  (left),  an  offensive  guard  from  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.) 
County,  and  linebacker  Travares  Osley  of  Hueytown,  Ala., 
were  named  to  the  All-Region  23  Team  following  the  2002 
campaign.  Both  players  were  also  selected  first  team  All- 
State,  and  Granger  was  chosen  most  valuable  lineman  in  the 
South  Division.  Osley  led  the  state  in  tackles  with  106  solo 
stops  and  27  assists.  The  standout  athletes  were  among 
eight  Warriors  tapped  for  the  South  squad  in  the  annual 
MACJC  All-Star  Football  Game  held  December  14  at  North- 
east Mississippi  Community  College  in  Booneville. 


Post-season  honors  presented  to  ECCC  Warriors 


Numerous  members  of  the 
East  Central  Community  College 
football  team  were  named  to  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  Com- 
munity and  Junior  Colleges  All- 
State  teams  following  the  2002 
campaign. 

Those  selected  first  team 
All-State  include  running  back 
Ramon  Williams  of  Daphne, 
Ala.;  offensive  guard  DeMarcus 
Granger  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.; 
defensive  lineman  Ken  Triplett 
of  Louisville;  linebacker  Trava- 
res Osley  of  Hueytown,  Ala.;  and 
defensive  back  Pete  McBride 
of  Forest.  Granger  was  also 
selected  most  valuable  offensive 
lineman  in  the  South  Division. 

Williams  was  rated  the  state’s 
top  rusher  although  he  appeared 
in  only  five  games  due  to  injury. 
He  gained  528  yards  on  90  car- 
ries - an  average  of  105.6  yards 
per  contest  - and  scored  five 
touchdowns. 

Osley,  the  state’s  top  tack- 
ier, had  106  solo  stops  and  27 


assists. 

Triplett  had  57  tackles,  18 
assists  and  six  quarterback 
sacks.  He  also  recovered  a 
fumble. 

McBride  had  42  solo  stops, 

11  assists  and  six  interceptions. 
He  also  averaged  26.5  yards  per 
kickoff  return. 

Warriors  named  second  team 
All-State  include  running  back 
Titus  Ryan  and  offensive  guard 
Marcel  Binion,  both  of  Tuscalo- 
osa, Ala.,  and  linebacker  Stacey 
Lewis  of  Neshoba  Central. 

Ryan,  who  finished  second  to 
Williams  in  rushing,  had  570 
yards  on  102  carries  and  scored 
six  touchdowns,  an  81.4-yard 
average  per  contest  in  seven 
games  he  appeared  as  running 
back.  Ryan  began  the  season  at 
wide  receiver  but  was  moved 
to  running  back  when  Williams 
was  injured. 

Lewis  placed  fourth  in  individ- 
ual tackles,  with  69  solo  stops 
and  28  assists. 


Team  members  named  hon- 
orable mention  All-State  were 
quarterback  Kevin  Stephens 
of  Troy,  Ala.;  wide  receivers 
Marcus  Hibbler  of  Louisville, 
Reggie  Rice  of  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
and  Ronald  Smith  of  Daphne, 
Ala.;  fullback  Wesley  Wright 
of  Winston  Academy;  offen- 
sive lineman  John  Williams 
of  Forest;  center  LeAndrew 
McDonald  of  Philadelphia; 
offensive  tackle  Tyrone  Barrett 
of  Belle  Glade,  Fla.;  cornerback 
Jarvis  Lymon  of  Foley,  Ala.; 
free  safety  Adrian  Eiland  of 
Louisville;  cornerback  Justin 
Smith  of  Newton  County;  strong 
safety  John  Hope  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.;  linebacker  Josh  Viverette 
of  Lake;  and  defensive  lineman 
Jed  Wright  of  Newton. 

Eight  Warriors  representrf  EC 
in  the  annual  MACJC  All-Star 
Game  Saturday,  December  14 
at  Northeast  Mississippi  Com- 
munity College  in  Booneville. 
All-Stars  are  offensive  linemen 


DeMarcus  Granger,  Marcel 
Binion  and  Tyrone  Barrett;  run- 
ning back  Ramon  Williams; 
defensive  linemen  Ken  Triplett 
and  Arrion  Triplett;  linebacker 
Travares  Osley;  and  defensive 
back  Pete  McBride. 

Warrior  head  football  coach 
Terry  Underwood  and  his  staff 
were  selected  to  coach  the  South 
squad.  Assistant  coaches  are 
Tim  Coats,  Steve  Cheatham, 
Fred  Lyons,  Tommy  Clopton 
and  DeMarcus  Holmes. 

East  Central,  which  finished 
3-6  overall  and  placed  third  in 
the  South  with  a 3-3  mark,  had 
the  state’s  second-best  rushing 
offense  with  a 194.8-yard  aver- 
age per  contest.  State  champion 
Holmes  won  the  rushing  title, 
averaging  220.4  yards.  The 
Warriors  were  fourth  in  total 
offense  with  a 317.1-yard  aver- 
age. 


EC's  Osley  Receives 
All-American  Honors 


Travares  Osley 


Travares  Osley,  a standout 
linebacker  at  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  and  the  state’s 
leading  tackier,  has  been  named 
an  NJCAA  All-American. 

Osley,  a 6-1,  220-pound 
product  of  Hueytown  (Ala.) 
High  School,  was  one  of  three 
linebackers  in  the  nation  to 
receive  first-team  recognition. 


He  was  earlier  named  to  the  All- 
Region  23  and  All-State  squads 
and  participated  in  the  annual 
MACJC  All-Star  Classic. 

He  was  also  chosen  most  val- 
uable player  for  the  Warriors 
who  finished  third  in  South 
Division  action  with  a 3-3  mark 
and  were  3-6  overall  under  fifth- 
year  head  coach  Terry  Under- 
wood. 

Osley  led  the  state  in  tack- 
les with  106  solo  stops  and  27 
assists.  He  had  23  individual 
tackles  and  three  assists  in 
leading  the  Warriors  to  a 6-3 
triple  overtime  win  over  the 
Jones  County  Junior  College 
Bobcats,  who  were  undefeated 
and  ranked  second  in  the  nation 
prior  to  the  South  Division 
matchup.  Osley’s  23-yard  goal 
in  the  final  extra  period  also 
provided  the  winning  margin  for 
the  upset  victory. 

Osley  is  continuing  his  ath- 
letic career  at  Northwestern 
Oklahoma  State  University  in 
Alva.  The  Rangers  are  affiliated 
with  the  National  Association  of 
Intercollegiate  Athletics. 


Named  Honorable  Mention  All-State 

This  group  of  East  Central  Community  College  football  players 
received  honorable  mention  All-State  honors  following  the  2002 
campaign.  Seated  from  left  are  linebacker  Josh  Viverette  of  Lake, 
cornerback  Justin  Smith  of  Newton  County,  quarterback/wide 
receiver  Reggie  Rice  of  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.)  Central,  free  safety  Adrian 
Eiland  and  wide  receiver  Marcus  Hibbler,  both  of  Louisville;  fullback 
Wesley  Wright  of  Winston  Academy  and  strong  safety  Jock  Loper 
of  Newton  County.  Standing  from  left  are  defensive  lineman  Jed 
Wright  of  Newton,  center  LeAndrew  McDonald  of  Philadelphia, 
defensive  tackle  Arrion  Triplett  of  Louisville,  offensive  lineman  John 
Williams  of  Forest,  quarterback  Kevin  Stephens  of  Charles  Hender- 
son High  School  in  Troy,  Ala.;  and  offensive  tackle  Tyrone  Barrett  of 
Glades  Central  High  School  in  Belle  Glade,  Fla.  The  awards  were 
presented  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports  Banquet  held  in  Mabry  Memo- 
rial Cafeteria. 


Quick  Communication 

Meridian,  MS  • 483-6807 

State-Wide  Unlimited  Paging  $9.95  Per  Month 
Pagers  Starting  at  $39.95 

(Includes  Pager,  Activation  and  First  Month) 

We  Also  Offer  Voice  Mail  & 

Alpha-Numeric  with  E-Mail  Address 

Nation-Wide  • Regional 

t Us  Help  You  Keep  In  Touch! 

Available  at; 

D&D  Pawn  Forest  Wireless  H&H  Pawn 

Decatur,  MS  Forest,  MS  Union,  MS 

635-4199  460-0680  774-5126 


Football  Warriors  Selected  All-State 


Above  are  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege football  team  who  received  All-State  honors  following 
the  2002  campaign.  Seated  from  left  are  offensive  tackle 
Marcel  Binion  of  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.)  Central,  second  team 
All-State,  and  defensive  end  Ken  Triplett  of  Louisville  and 
cornerback  Pete  McBride  of  Forest,  who  were  both  selected 
first  team  All-State.  Standing  from  left  are  first  team  All-State 
selections  Travares  Osley,  a linebacker  from  Hueytown, 

Ala.;  offensive  guard  Demarcus  Granger  of  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.) 
County;  and  running  back  Ramon  Williams  of  Daphne,  Ala. 
Not  pictured  is  running  back/wide  receivers  Titus  Ryan  of 
Tuscaloosa  County,  who  was  chosen  seconed  team  All-State. 


Receive  ECCC  Football  Team  Awards 


These  East  Central  Community  College  football  players  received 
various  team  honors  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports  Banquet  held  in 
Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria.  Seated  from  left  are  linebacker  Travares 
Osley  of  Hueytown,  Ala.,  most  valuable  player;  strong  safety  John 
Hope  of  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.)  County,  Warrior  Award;  cornerback  Pete 
McBride  of  Forest,  Kemba  Bryant  Most  Valuable  Defensive  Back 
Award;  and  quarterback  Kevin  Stephens,  a product  of  Charles 
Henderson  High  School  in  Troy,  Ala.,  offensive  team  captain  award. 
Standing  from  left  are  offensive  guard  Demarcus  Granger  of  Tus- 
caloosa (Ala.)  County,  most  valuable  offensive  lineman;  offensive 
tackle  Marcel  Binion  of  Tuscaloosa  (Ala.)  Central,  Warrior  Award; 
defensive  end  Ken  Triplett  of  Louisville,  most  valuable  defensive 
lineman;  running  back  Ramon  Williams  of  Daphne,  Ala.,  most 
valuable  offensive  back;  and  fullback  Wesley  Wright  of  Winston 
Academy,  Academic  Award.  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  ECCC  president, 
and  football  coaches  Terry  Underwood  (head),  Tim  Coats,  Steve 
Cheatham,  Fred  Lyons,  Tommy  Clopton  and  DeMarcus  Holmes, 
presented  the  awards.  East  Central  completed  season  action  with  a 
3-6  overall  record  and  finished  third  in  the  South  Division  with  a 3-3 
mark. 


ECCC  Medical  Club  Offers 
Community  Service  Hours 


For  students  who  are  trying  to 
spruce  up  a resume,  community 
service  work  really  stands  out. 
The  more  hours  of  service  one 
has,  the  better  the  resume  looks. 

How  do  you  sign  up  for  com- 
munity service? 

Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau  is  hold- 
ing a book  drive  throughout 
the  next  few  weeks.  All  dona- 
tions will  be  presented  to  local 
schools. 

For  every  four  books,  donors 
will  receive  one  hour  of  com- 
munity service.  So  eight  books 
would  bring  two  hours  of  com- 
munity service.  Get  the  picture? 


It  doesn’t  matter  what  kind 
of  book  one  brings  as  long  as 
it  is  decent  for  children.  It  also 
doesn’t  matter  what  age  the 
book  is  or  what  condition  it  is 
in.  New  and  used  books  are 
welcome. 

All  book  donations  should  be 
brought  to  Cross  Hall.  There  is  a 
box  in  front  of  Ron  Davis’  office 
to  place  books  in  and  a list  to 
sign  telling  how  many  books  you 
brought. 

There’s  no  easier  way  to  attain 
community  service  hours.  Bring 
those  books  in  today! 


ECCC  rodeo  teams  ranked 


among  best  in 

East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege’s rodeo  teams  are  ranked 
among  the  best  in  region  com- 
petition at  the  midway  mark  of 
the  2002-2003  season,  accord- 
ing to  results  provided  by  the 
National  Intercollegiate  Rodeo 
Association. 

The  Warriors  are  currently 
in  fourth  place,  while  the  EC 
women’s  team  is  ranked  eighth 
in  the  Ozark  Region,  which 
includes  14  colleges  and  uni- 
versities from  throughout  the 
Southeast.  Results  are  following 
competition  at  Missouri  Valley 
College,  Southern  Arkansas  Uni- 
versity, University  of  West  Ala- 
bama, ECCC  (Neshoba  County 
Coliseum  in  Philadelphia)  and 
Murray  State  University. 

Several  members  of  each  team 
are  also  ranked  in  their  respec- 


Ozark  Region 

tive  categories. 

Daniel  Moore  of  Nanih  Waiya 
is  rated  first  in  the  team  roping 
heeler  event  and  is  in  ninth 
place  in  saddle  bronc  riding. 
Billy  Mack  Kinard  of  West 
Lauderdale  has  the  top  spot  in 
the  team  roping  header  com- 
petition. In  bull  riding,  Chance 
Smart  of  Vardaman  is  in  third 
place  and  Drew  Walters  of 
Louin  is  ranked  eighth. 

Lacey  Sanborn  of  Noxapater 
is  rated  fourth  in  breakaway 
roping  and  Jamie  Andrews  of 
Florence  is  in  tenth  place  in  the 
same  event.  Kasidi  Griffin  of 
Newton  is  ranked  fifteenth  in 
barrel  racing. 

Larry  Dial  serves  as  coach. 

East  Central  resumes  competi- 
tion February  20-22,  2003,  at 
Mississippi  State  University. 


Receive  ECCC  Cheerleader  Awards 


These  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  cheer- 
leading squad  received  honors  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports  Banquet 
held  in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus.  From  left 
are  Nathan  Stamper  of  Decatur,  Academic  Award;  Jennifer  Walker  of 
Philadelphia  and  Lindsey  Cheatham  of  Decatur,  Co-Captain  Awards; 
and  Brodie  Perkins  of  Carthage,  Academic  Award.  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sut- 
phin, ECCC  president,  and  Carrie  Underwood,  cheerleader  sponsor, 
presented  the  awards. 


2003  SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

FEBRUARY 

18 

Jones 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

20 

MS  Delta 

Moorhead 

1 p.m. 

24 

Jones 

Ellisville 

1 p.m. 

26 

Co-Lin 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

28-29 

Pearl  River  Tourney  Hattiesburg  TBA 

MARCH 

1 

Pearl  River  Tourney  Hattiesburg  1 p.m. 

4 

Co-Lin 

Wesson  1 p.m. 

6 

MS  Delta 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

18 

Pearl  River 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

20 

Southwest 

Summit 

1 p.m. 

22 

Meridian 

Meridian 

11  a.m. 

24 

East  MS 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

26 

Holmes 

Goodman 

1 p.m. 

28-29 

Northeast  Tourney  Booneville  TBA 

APRIL 

1 

Hinds 

Raymond 

1 p.m. 

3 

Southwest 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

8 

Meridian 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

12 

East  MS 

Scooba 

11  a.m. 

14 

Holmes 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

16 

Hinds 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

21 

Pearl  River 

Poplarville 

1 p.m. 

26-27  State  Tourney  TBA 

TBA 

MAY 

4-5 

Region  Tourney  TBA 

TBA 
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Receive  Post-Season  Soccer  Honors 

East  Central  Community  College  soccer  team  members  who 
received  post-season  honors  included,  seated  from  left,  forward 
Seltue  Karweaye  of  The  Peoples  Institute  in  Liberia,  West  Africa, 
honorable  mention  All-American,  first  team  All-State;  and  mid- 
fielder Brandon  Ditto  of  Brandon  and  defender  Nate  Alexander 
of  Corinth,  who  were  both  selected  honorable  mention  All-State. 
Also  named  honorable  mention  All-State  were,  standing  from  left, 
defender  Chris  Stevens  of  Northeast  Lauderdale,  sweeper  Justin 
Sendelweck  of  Brandon  and  midfielder  John  Theobald,  a product 
of  St.  Aloysius  High  School  in  Vicksburg.  The  award-winners  were 
recognized  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports  Banquet  held  in  Mabry  Memo- 
rial Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus.  The  2002  Soccer  Warriors 
recorded  the  most  successful  season  in  the  program’s  four-year 
existence  by  posting  a 9-6-3  overall  mark  and  a 5-3-2  slate  in 
South  Division  competition.  Kenneth  Thompson  serves  as  head 
coach  and  Roy  Pete  is  a volunteer  assistant. 


2003  Warrior  Baseball  Schedule 


February 

12  Coahoma 

Decatur 

2 p.m.  (S) 

15 

Southwest 

Summit 

1 p.m. 

16 

Southwest  TN 

Decatur 

2 p.m.  (S) 

18 

Northeast 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

21 

East  MS 

Meridian 

Noon  (S) 

22 

Meridian 

Meridian 

3 p.m.  (S) 

23 

Jones 

Meridian 

Noon  (S) 

27 

Gulf  Coast 

Perkinston 

1 p.m. 

March 

3 

Jones 

Ellisville 

1 p.m. 

5 

Gulf  Coast 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

8 

Pearl  River 

Poplarville 

1 p.m. 

14 

Coahoma 

Clarksdale 

2 p.m.(S) 

16 

Jones 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

19 

Southwest 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

22 

Northeast 

Booneville 

2 p.m. 

25 

Meridian 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

29 

Hinds 

Raymond 

1 p.m. 

31 

East  MS 

Decatur 

6:30  p.m.  (S) 

April 

1 

Co-Lin 

Wesson 

4 p.m. 

5 

Holmes 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

8 

East  MS 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

12 

Meridian 

Meridian 

1 p.m. 

15 

Hinds 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

18 

Co-Lin 

Decatur 

1 p.m. 

23 

Holmes 

Goodman 

4 p.m. 

26 

East  MS 

Scooba 

1 p.m. 

These  East  Central  Community  College  soccer  players  received 
various  team  honors  following  their  successful  2002  campaign. 
Seated  from  left  are  defender  Johnathan  Shoemaker  of  Newton 
County,  Hustle  Award;  forward  Seltue  Karweaye  of  The  Peoples 
Institute  in  Liberia,  West  Africa,  best  offensive  player  and  co-Most 
Valuable  Player;  midfielder  Brandon  Ditto  of  Brandon,  co-Most 
Valuable  Player;  and  defender  Nate  Alexander  of  Corinth,  team 
captain  and  co-Most  Valuable  Player.  Standing  from  left  are  mid- 
fielder Kyle  Miller  of  Neshoba  Central,  Academic  Award;  midfielder 
Robbie  Phillipson  of  Morton,  most  improved;  and  midfielder  Beau 
Theobald  of  St.  Aloysius  High  School  in  Vicksburg,  “Shot  of  the 
Year”  award.  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin  and  soccer 
coaches  Kenneth  Thompson  (head)  and  Roy  Pete  (volunteer  assis- 
tant) presented  the  awards  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports  Banquet  held 
in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus.  The  2002 
Soccer  Warriors  recorded  the  most  successful  season  in  the  pro- 
gram’s four-year  existence  by  posting  a 9-6-3  overall  mark  and  a 
5-3-2  slate  in  South  Division  competition. 


ECCC  Flag  Football  Champions 

“DA  Squad”  won  top  honors  in  the  annual  flag  football  com- 
petition held  at  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur.  Team 
members  include  (kneeling  from  left)  Luke  Culpepper  of  Carthage, 
Gareth  Henry  of  Forest,  Joel  Manuel  of  Edinburg,  Ryan  Crick  of 
Louisville  and  Jason  Massey  of  Lake;  and  (standing  from  left)  Todd 
Butler  of  Morton,  Jacob  Munsell  of  Carthage,  Gerald  Keeton  and 
Michael  Pilgrim,  both  of  Morton;  Derek  Dunn  of  Philadelphia  and 
Lee  Beard  of  Morton.  Mike  Anderson  serves  as  director  of  the  Col- 
lege’s intramural  program. 


Sophomore  Soccer  Warriors  Honored 

Sophomore  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College 
soccer  team  received  special  recognition  at  the  annual  Fall  Sports 
Banquet  held  in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus. 
Seated  from  left  are  midfielder  Kyle  Miller  of  Neshoba  Central,  mid- 
fielder Johnathan  Shoemaker  of  Newton  County,  forward  Seltue 
Karweaye  of  The  Peoples  Institute  in  Liberia,  West  Africa;  midfielder 
Brandon  Ditto  of  Brandon  and  defender  Nate  Alexander  of  Corinth. 
Standing  from  left  are  keeper  Corey  Kemp  of  Corinth,  sweeper 
Justin  Sendelweck  of  Brandon,  managers  Colin  Smith  of  Forest 
and  Amanda  Witcher  of  Edinburg,  and  defender  Charles  Goodwin 
of  Raleigh.  The  2002  Soccer  Warriors  recorded  the  most  success- 
ful season  in  the  program’s  four-year  existence  by  posting  a 9-6-3 
overall  mark  and  a 5-3-2  slate  in  South  Division  competition.  Ken- 
neth Thompson  is  head  coach  and  Roy  Pete  serves  as  a volunteer 
assistant. 


Flag  Football  Runners-Up 

“The  Crew”  placed  second  in  the  annual  flag  football  competi- 
tion held  at  East  Central  Community  College.  Team  members 
include  (kneeling  from  left)  E.  J.  Bane,  Chris  Robinson,  Jonathan 
Green,  Coty  Stokes  and  Jay  Stokes,  all  of  Louisville;  Brian  Spillers 
of  Mangham,  La.;  Timothy  Byrd  of  Collins  and  Matthew  Warren  of 
Nanih  Waiya,  and  (standing  from  left)  Chase  Fuller  and  Mitch  Jewell, 
both  of  Louisville;  Michael  Brian  Heard  and  Corey  Blackwell,  both 
of  Nanih  Waiya;  Eddie  Harsh  and  Jason  Fulcher,  both  of  Louisville; 
Brandon  Walker  of  Nanih  Waiya;  Drew  Massey  of  Louisville;  and 
Josh  Weaver  and  Shawn  Fulcher,  both  of  Nanih  Waiya.  Not  pictured 
is  Eric  Nowell  of  Winston  Academy. 


ECCC  Cheerleader  Tryouts 

Saturday,  April  5 • Brackeeic-Wood  Physical  Education  building  • 8:30  a.w. 

Pre-Tryout  Clinics  (Mandatory) 

March  1 1,  March  25  and  April  2 

For  more  information  contact  Carrie  Underwood,  sponsor  at  655-21 1 1,  ext.  510 


If  you  were  told  you  only  had  24  hours  to  live, 
what  would  you  do  during  that  time? 


by  Connie  Smith,  Tom  Tom  Reporter 


“Make  the  best  of  it.  Say  good-bye 
to  everyone  and  spend  time  with 
friends  and  family.  I would  also 
visit  all  the  places  I have  always 
wanted  to  see.” 

Tanya  Millender 
Pulaski 


“I  would  spend  the  entire  24 
hours  with  my  children.” 
Tanya  Watkins 
Philadelphia 


“I  would  spend  every  minunte 
with  my  daughter.” 
Neoka  Chapman 
Conehatta 


“I  would  spend  time  with  my 
family  and  do  everything  possible 
there  is  left  to  do.” 

Sha  Moncrief 
Newton 


I would  do  some  things  with  my 
family  and  friends  and  1 would 
love  to  go  skydiving.” 
Amanda  Thompson 
Lousville 


“1  would  go  to  church.” 
Byron  Donald 
Philadelphia 


“I  would  get  right  with  God  and 
spend  the  rest  of  the  time  with  my 
family.” 

Cornelius  Hunter 
Philadelphia 


“I  would  spend  it  with  my  family 
and  the  people  I love.” 
Corey  Kemp 
Corinth 


“I  would  get  in  touch  with  everyone  I 
know  and  tell  them  how  I feel  about 
them;  just  get  things  right  with  every- 
one and  everything.” 

David  Bayles 
Collinsville 


Rock  and  Roll  Baby!” 
Victoria  Daniels 
Philadelphia 
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ECCC  Announces  Fall  Semester  Honor 


Students  named  to  the  2002 
fall  semester  honor  roll,  which 
includes  those  selected  to  the 
President’s  List,  Dean’s  List  and 
Honorable  Mention  List,  have 
been  announced  at  East  Central 
Community  College  in  Decatur, 
according  to  Donna  Luke,  Direc- 
tor of  Admissions,  Records  and 
Research. 

PRESIDENT’S  LIST 

Those  named  to  the  Presi- 
dent’s List,  students  with  a 4.0 
grade  point  average,  include  the 
following: 

CARTHAGE:  Pinkey  Lynn 
Gordon,  Doralyn  Moore  Grimes, 
Deanna  Steen  Gunn,  Brian  J. 
Harrell,  Christen  A.  Herrington, 
Sarah  Catherine  Martin,  Debo- 
rah McNabb  Mclnnish,  Donna 
Renea  Moore,  William  Joseph 
Page,  Natasha  R.  Phillips,  Amy 
R.  Rawson,  Edward  N.  Russell, 
Randy  G.  Sanders,  Kimberly 
N.  Stone,  Eugene  Truss,  Perry 
Shermaine  Truss,  Jennifer  Perry 
Wallace  and  Melanie  Weaver 
Watkins. 

CONEHATTA:  Ramsey  Waylon 
King  and  John  Anthony  Lamp- 
kin. 

DECATUR:  Charles  Dustin 
Addy,  Blair  Adean  Anderson, 
Jennifer  Lynn  Carson,  Lora  K. 
Meador  Fulton,  Kristen  E.  Gard- 
ner, Bethany  L.  Garrison,  Jes- 
sica Galyn  Hamm,  Krissi  Leigh 
Harris,  Jessica  Boatner  McDan- 
iel, Kery  Layne  McDill,  Herbert 
Devon  Miller,  Debbie  Lynn 
Payne,  Mandy  Yvette  Richard- 
son, Angela  D. 

Anderson  Shaw,  Nathan  Warner 
Stamper,  William  Earl  Strait, 
Mary  Lois  Thomas,  Roy  Thomas 
Walters,  Annette  Lashon 
Wright,  Shelly  R.  Wright,  Casey 
Aileen  Young  and  Claudia 
Zynosky-Sharpling. 

FOREST:  Jennifer  Maner 
Gibson,  Eric  D.  Gunn,  Drew 
Chapman  Kenna,  Joan  Parmelee 
Moore,  Jonathan  S.  Sigrest, 

Julie  Ann  Simons  and  Adam 
Joseph  Wall. 

HARPERVILLE:  Christy  Wilk- 
erson Martin. 

HICKORY:  Amanda  Harris, 
Deborah  Airhart  Walker, 

Johnny  Howard  Walker  and 
Richard  A.  Walker. 

LARE:  Natalie  Duncan,  Jessica 
Griffin  Nester,  Doreen  Pettit 
Stroud  and  Courtney  L.  Wooten. 
LAWRENCE:  Jeffery  Scott 
Pates,  Stephan  K.  Sykes  and 
Chris  Williams. 

LENA:  Bethany  Leanne  Bryan, 
Melissa  Gail  Grantham  and 
Ricky  Graves. 

LITTLE  ROCK:  David  H.  Alex- 
ander, Eddie  M.  Alexander, 


By  Jaclyn  Evans 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

Mu  Alpha  Theta  held  its 
annual  induction  ceremony 
during  Activity  Period  on 
December  5 in  Room  1 of  Eth- 
ridge Hall. 

During  the  ceremony,  spon- 
sors Sue  Ford  and  Gail  Fulton, 
along  with  club  president  Jaclyn 
Evans,  enlightened  the  new 
inductees  on  the  history  of  Mu 
Alpha  Theta  and  congratulated 
each  student  on  his  or  her  hard 
work  in  order  to  receive  this 


Joseph  Allen  Charlton,  Andrew 

L.  Cooley,  Thomas  Leon  Hitt 
and  Talmadge  Parker. 
LOUISVILLE:  Elizabeth 
Anthony,  Brandi  Crowell 
Denson,  Ellen  Little  Estes, 

Roy  M.  Gholston,  Page  Wil- 
liamson Holdiness,  Jordan  E. 
Kirk,  Wesley  Nathaniel  Loyd, 
Andrew  H.  Massey,  Tracey 

D.  McCracken,  Christopher 

M.  Moody,  Audra  L.  Myers, 
Courtney  N.  Puckett,  Kristin 
Rainey  Swindle,  Amy  L.  Warner, 
Kelly  E.  Whiteside  and  Bridget 
Triplett  Worthy. 

MORTON:  Lorenzo  James 
Coley,  Kenny  Gomillion  and 
Dusty  H.  McCaughn. 

NEWTON:  David  B.  Burt,  Dan 
W.  Henry,  Yolanda  Denise 
Johnson,  Kristin  Rice  and 
Chance  C.  Smart. 

NOXAPATER:  John  Andrew 
Baskin,  Jason  Scott  Robinson 
and  Lacey  L.  Sanborn. 
PHILADELPHIA:  Thomas  E. 
Bates,  Ashley  Brown,  Maranda 
L.  Burks,  Rachel  E.  Chapman, 
Amanda  R.  Eakes,  Grayson 
Mars  England,  Amanda  Bond 
Federline,  Timothy  R.  Fieber, 
Bobby  G.  Hardy,  Mary  Margaret 
Irons,  Allen  Jackson,  Elizabeth 

A.  Johnson,  Kevin  Michael 
Langley,  Timothy  Lyon,  April  M. 
McAdory,  Misty  McKay,  Vickie 
L.  Powe,  Sunny  M.  Russell, 
Christopher  Todd  Shepherd, 
Kyle  William  Stokes,  Robert 

E.  Swann  and  Amanda  Dawn 
Wedgeworth. 

SEBASTOPOL:  Jackie  Eugene 
Tharp. 

UNION:  Tanya  Winstead  Ala- 
wine,  Sarah  Richardson  Allard, 
Pamela  Brumett  Lane,  Lori  E. 
Nichols,  Robin  B.  Page,  Alice 
Pinkston  and  Tony  W.  Warren. 
WALNUT  GROVE:  Kris  Rex 
Dolan,  Janice  Brown  Fortune 
and  Terri  Phillips. 
OUT-OF-DISTRICT 
COLLINSVILLE:  Stanley  R. 
Bishop,  Elizabeth  V.  Jones, 
Arnold  L.  Peden  and  Tony 
Eugene  Poole. 

DEKALB:  Eric  L.  Smith. 
ENTERPRISE:  Jimmy  Dale 
Donald. 

MERIDIAN:  Fernando  J.  Marti- 
nez and  Natsha  Lynn  Yeager. 
PELAHATCHIE:  Brandi  R. 
Brown. 

PICAYUNE:  Amy  L.  Wilkerson. 
PRESTON:  Melissa  Burton 
Mayo. 

QUITMAN:  Vickie  Sisson  and 
Robert  Anthony  Spelich. 
SALTILLO:  Jim  Jeffrey  Tally. 
STONEWALL:  Curtis  N.  Brown 
VOSSBURG:  Megan  Holder 
Horne. 


honor. 

Afterwards,  the  inductees  took 
their  pledges  and  signed  their 
nameds  in  the  Mu  Alpha  Theta 
membership  book. 

To  be  invited  to  join  Mu  Alpha 
Theta,  an  organization  for  stu- 
dents who  excel  in  mathematics, 
one  must  fulfill  the  following 
requirements:  An  A in  College 
Algebra,  Trigonometry,  Elemen- 
tary Functions  or  Finte  Math  or 
a B in  Calculus  or  Differential 
Equations. 

For  more  information  on  joing 
Mu  Alpha  Theta,  contact  Ford 
or  Fulton  in  Ethridge  Hall. 


DEAN’S  LIST 

The  Dean’s  List  includes  the 
following  students  who  achieved 
a 3.5  or  above  grade  point  aver- 
age: 

CARTHAGE:  Jenifer  M.  Beck- 
ham, Lisa  M.  Chamblee,  Birgit 
Kaiser  Cobb,  Kristyn  Brooke 
Dorman,  Anita  D.  Griffin, 
Jennifer  Harpole,  Andrew  J. 
Henry,  Joshua  Jenkins,  Rebecca 
Dowdle  Jones,  LaShandrie  D. 
Luckett,  Josh  Moore,  Kenata  K. 
Morgan,  Patricia  Ann  Morrow, 
Lindsay  N.  Thomas,  Tanya 
Horn  Thornton,  Dora  Hamilton 
Tucker  and  Lauren  E.  Wooten. 
CHUNKY:  Jennifer  Church 
Clark. 

CONEHATTA:  Stephanie  D. 
Cooksey,  Shana  L.  Graham, 
Tammy  King  Griffin  and  Erin 
Louise  McDill. 

DECATUR:  Kody  Comans, 
Clayton  V.  Cooper,  James  S. 
Cress,  Roger  Allen  Davis,  Juston 

L.  Dean,  Courtney  La  Shune 
Dorsett,  Josh  D.  Doyle,  Errol 
John  Etie,  Brandi  Bishop  Fore- 
man, Candy  R.  Gibson,  Allison 
Danielle  Gressett,  Whitney 
Leigh  Harris,  Neil  H.  Knight, 
Dinah  Howell  Lachney,  Dana 
Carole  Massey,  Emily  Louise 
Mayes,  Billie  Shantay  McCune, 
Cynthia  Doss  Renfrew,  Nickie 
Taylor  Sheppard,  Justin  Leon 
Smith  and  Amada  C.  Wyatt. 
FOREST:  Jennifer  L.  Adcock, 
Teresa  D.  Black,  Kimberley 
LaClere  DeBoer,  Richard  Lee 
DeBoer,  Stephen  Jaimell  Good- 
low,  Christopher  L.  Hall,  Victo- 
ria R.  Hayes,  Charlie  G.  Henry, 
April  L.  Jones,  Nicole  LaTara 
Jones,  L.  Lane  Noel  and  Jerrice 
Lavette  Reed. 

HICKORY:  April  S.  Bufkin, 
Shelley  L.  Johnson,  Richmond 
P.  Lachney,  Luke  Timothy 
McNair,  Samantha  A.  Styburski 
and  James  Steven  Youngblood. 
LAKE:  Megan  L.  Griffin,  Jessica 

N.  Hollingsworth,  Kimyatta  Viv- 
erette  and  Becky  Posey  Wolf. 
LAWRENCE:  Gary  Wayne 
Alford  and  Steven  McGee. 

LENA:  Jimmy  Hall  and  Jowan- 
sia  Dewayne  Mitchell. 

LITTLE  ROCK:  Kristal  Marie 
Burton,  Rhonda  Ethridge  Chap- 
man, Charlene  C.  Foreman,  Eli 

B.  Fulton,  Tara  L.  Moore  and 
Teresa  Lathem  Shepherd. 
LOUISVILLE:  Marianna  Boyles 
Ballard,  Everett  J.  Bane,  Chris 

M.  Clark,  Cindy  Kaye  Commer, 
Brittany  L.  Harris,  Joseph  E. 
Harsh,  Ashley  R.  Hemphill, 
Marinda  L.  Johnson,  Jodi  P. 
Kelley,  James  Taylor  Kirk,  Alan 

F.  Krajewski,  Amanda  L.  Loyd, 
John  A.  McAdory,  Anthony 
Shane  McDaniel,  Marcus  Ter- 
rell Mitchell,  Gabriel  Ellis  Snow, 
LaToya  A.  Steele,  Clarke  S. 
Terney,  Wesley  Wright  and  Eric 
L.  Yarborough. 

MORTON:  Rebekah  Buck 
Alawine,  Jonathan  W.  Bates, 
Gregory  T.  Butler,  Miranda 

K.  Cooper,  Bobby  W.  Frith, 
Robin  S.  McGuffee  and  Ryan  N. 
Meeks. 

NEWTON:  Jashmian  C. 

Beamon,  Kacey  B.  Bender, 
Christopher  O.  Bounds,  Wendi 
Leigh  Chamblee,  Janice  Gal- 
laspy  Evans,  Austin  Neil  Grif- 
fin, Haylee  Holdon  Haralson, 
Percy  D.  Hester,  Letousha  W. 
Jones,  Hester  V.  Knight,  Megan 
E.  Logan,  Joseph  B.  Miller, 

Cam  Posey  Myers, Truitt  Martin 
Pace,  Lome  Matt  Parks,  Donna 
Kay  Shepherd,  Jenna  Talbert, 
Zachary  K.  Thames  and  Keith 
Edward  Walker. 

NOXAPATER:  Bruce  F.  Ellis, 
Kimberly  Cook  Parker,  Kristen 

L.  Pearsons  and  Carla  Jean 
Rushing. 

PHILADELPHIA:  Donna 
Jeanne  Alderman,  Helen  June 
Atkinson,  Lindsay  Coghlan 
Baird,  Jennie  Battle,  Kenyoda 
R.  Boler,  Latisha  Clark  Ch^nn, 
Mary  K.  Clark,  Ashley  W.  Clem- 
ons, Hope  Susanne  Cole,  Carrie 
Cumberland,  Kelly  D.  Cum- 
berland, Victoria  Ann  Daniels, 
Cathy  M.  Deason,  Dayna  Dick- 
inson, Jason  S.  Eakes,  Christy 
LeAnn  Fedrick,  Emily  Files, 
Ashley  L.  Fleming,  Amanda  M. 
Frazier,  Russell  Giambrone, 
Adam  Franklin  Mann,  Kelly 
Sistrunk  Nelson,  Matthew  S. 
Nicholson,  Summer  Beth  Nor- 
wood, Barry  C.  Nowell,  Leigh  G. 
Phillips,  Rebecca  Paige  Posey, 
Carrie  E.  Shrock,  Tammy  Lee 
Sisson,  Latahua  Carter  Sledge, 


Jhaun  Sparnecht,  Ashley  N. 
Thomas,  Jessica  Nicole  Tullos, 
Jennifer  B.  Walker,  Tanya  L. 
Watkins  and  Koreather  Byrd 
Zapata. 

SEBASTOPOL:  Jason  D 
Sistrunk. 

UNION:  Monica  L.  Allen, 
Glenda  Brown,  Jason  S.  Camp- 
bell, Emily  Chesney,  Judith 
Carmen  Daniels,  Andrew  Law- 
rence Hardy,  Sandy  Keene,  Jeni 

L.  Moore,  Terrisa  Gail  Myrick, 
Patricia  N.  Phillips,  Miranda 

M.  Rosar,  Jeri  Pattrice  Russell, 
Bruce  W.  Sharp,  Kurt  Anson 
Stockstill  and  Sharon  McMullan 
Taylor. 

WALNUT  GROVE:  Vanessa 
Barton  and  Derrick  Spivey. 
OUT-OF-DISTRICT 
ABERDEEN:  Sarah  Nancy 
Darty. 

BAY  SPRINGS:  Ashley  C.  Buck- 
man  and  Jaclyn  S.  Evans. 
DEKALB:  Amy  Smith  Burnham 
and  Samuel  Jay  Eakes,. 
ENTERPRISE:  Jennifer  K. 
Kersh  and  Ginger  E.  Richard- 
son. 

EUPORA:  Miranda  Leigh  Per- 
kins. 

MADDEN:  Kacie  N.  Pigg. 
MERIDIAN:  Walter  Bunyan 
Fillingane,  Heather  Johnson, 
Derrick  Jerome  Love,  Jana 
Adkins  Thornton  and  Cynthia  L. 
Waters. 

PRESTON:  Darnell  Clark, 
Derick  Jerome  Donald,  Desiree 
L.  Parker,  William  Joshua 
Weaver. 

RALEIGH:  Derrick  L.  Martin. 
SHUBUTA:  Ethel  L.  DuBose. 
STAR:  James  Wesley  Cowart. 
STONEWALL:  Timothy  J.  Lock- 
ley,  Christopher  C.  Morland  and 
Chasity  Anne  Stingley. 
TOOMSUBA:  Christopher  L. 
Vaughn. 

OUT-OF-STATE 

ALABAMA:  Courtney  C.  Ligon, 

Montgomery. 

LOUISIANA:  Jonathan  Kyle 
Taylor,  Livingston  and  Charita 

L.  Birden,  Monroe. 
HONORABLE  MENTION 
The  following  students  were 

named  to  the  Honorable  Men- 
tion List  and  earned  a 3.0  or 
above  grade  point  average: 
CARTHAGE:  Penny  McElhen- 
ney  Alford,  Rebecca  Smith 
Beckham,  Jada  M.  Billingsley, 
Peggy  Faye  Boatner,  Ginger 
Britt,  Jonathan  C.  Brooks,  Amy 
E.  Chamblee,  Ashley  M.  Collins, 
Clifton  Glynn  Edwards,  Candace 
A.  Ellis,  John  Derek  Freeny, 
Sharon  Gaddis,  Christopher 
E.  Hamm,  Kimberly  L.  Hays, 
Lora  D.  Jayroe,  Tammy  Mooney 
Jordan,  Brandy  Beckham  Law- 
rence, Richard  Daniel  Lee, 
Christine  Luckett,  Bobby  Dale 
Martin,  Paul  Melvin  McCaughn, 
Chassidy  W.  Minshew,  Precious 
Hope  Moorehead,  Jennifer  M. 
Perkins,  William  Brody  Perkins, 
John  E.  Petty,  Darlene  Adams 
Pickle,  Betty  J.  Robinson, 
Brecken  Rush,  Theresa  Hobbs 
Sims,  Terrance  Carroll  Smith, 
Sandy  D.  Stewart,  Ramona 
Harvey  Stokes,  Clemetine  Vivi- 
ans, Rusty  L.  Vowell  and  Andrea 
E.  Walker. 

CHUNKY:  Miranda  Suzanne 
Neese  and  Dustan  E.  Todd. 
CONEHATTA:  Angela  Denise 
Farve,  Billy  Wayne  Johnson, 
Marquis  Tywyane  Longmire, 
Johnny  D.  Moore,  Regina  Farve 
Shoemake,  Donald  Brian  Taylor, 
Tiffany  Michelle  Weaver,  Ter- 
rance Williamson  and  Junalaska 
Ontonio  Willis. 

DECATUR:  Pamela  Kay  Addy, 
Angela  Dawn  Bailey,  Matt 

C.  Bynum,  Develon  Denise 
Caples,  Robert  Wayne  Carey, 
Heather  Harrison  Cater, 

Lindsey  Cheatham,  Hilliary 
Dawn  Cotton,  Ryan  T.  Crick, 
Roger  A.  Davis,  Melissa  Grace 
Estes,  Christy  Jones  Gressett, 
Jamie  D.  Hall,  Luke  Benjamin 
Howell,  Jacob  W.  King,  Martha 
McWhorter,  Matthew  L.  Purvis, 
Micheal  Parkes  Roland  and 
Jonathan  Mark  Walker. 
FOREST:  Mary  Amanda  Alford, 
Jessica  D.  Arney,  Brittni  F. 

Black,  Kenneth  A.  Boone,  Narja 
E.  Bryce,  Andee  Griffith  Butler, 
Krystin  D.  Cahoon,  Jim  H. 
Dilley,  Jeremy  R.  Gibbs,  Amy 
Alicia  Haralson,  Jessica  Ann 
Harris,  Misty  Lawade  Harri- 
son, Chermal  R.  Horton,  Lucy 

M.  Hughes,  Shane  A.  Jones, 
Ebone’e  A.  Leverette,  Arterrous 
Lofton,  Terrie  Hollingsworth 


Pace,  Kristie  Spivey,  Pamela 
Cassandra  Spivey,  Leslie  Stew- 
art, Gabrielle  Lee  Warren, 
Donna  Hutchinson  Wedgeworth 
and  Shancey  Foreman  Young. 
HICKORY:  Cassie  L.  Cleveland, 
Kellie  Jo  McGee  and  Devona 
Nicole  Thomas. 

LAKE:  Thomas  Christopher 
Anderson,  Kevin  LaShawn  Bob- 
bitt, Shawna  M.  Clark,  Wendy 
Lynn  Cooksey,  Tasha  Nicole 
Dansby,  Willey  Aaron  John- 
ston, Hollie  P.  Mabry,  Jacob  D. 
Nester,  Rachael  S.  Sorey,  Brian 
Waltman  and  Kristy  Michelle 
Youngblood. 

LAWRENCE:  John  William 
May,  Stephanie  Hall  McLemore, 
Ashley  Nicole  McMillan,  Beth 

D.  Stephens  and  Latashia  N. 
Tatum. 

LENA:  Michael  Wayne  Bradley, 
Tammy  McCarty  Goodman, 
Dennis  D.  Harris,  Howard 
Ragsdale,  Michael  Darnell 
Townsend,  Jason  C.  Vasquez 
and  Kyna  Wash. 

LITTLE  ROCK:  Jacob  Michael 
Alexander,  Ashley  N.  Chaney, 
Ray  B.  Chapman,  Andrea  L. 
Chesney,  Mary  Suzette  Crocker, 
Kerry  Wayne  Gilmer  and  Lauren 
Kendall  Laird. 

LOUIN:  Rebecca  Ross  and 
Charles  A.  Walters. 
LOUISVILLE:  Rachael  L. 

Carter,  Colleen  Goss  Coleman, 
Chris  Davis,  Jessica  N.  Davis, 
Wanda  F.  Drewry,  Tomika 
F.  Hardin,  Debra  Lynn  Hare, 
Mary  Morgan  Harris,  Vontreal 
D.  Hunt,  Tameka  Michelle 
Knowles,  Kelli  E.  Linch,  Wesley 
Marvin  Mattern,  Richard  L. 
Moncrief,  Elaine  Triplett  Porter, 
Charles  W.  Quinn,  Dana  Mar- 
garet Quinn,  Amy  Nicole  Reed, 
James  C.  Robinson,  James 
T.  Rogers,  Rachel  G.  Smith, 
Tomica  Eiland  Steele,  Ronald 
R.  Swart,  Rhyne  M.  Thompson, 
Helen  Lee  Triplett,  Brandon 
J.  Walker,  Lorraine  Coburn 
Walker,  Kevin  L.  Warner, 
Miranda  Kitchens  Watson,  Brit- 
tany J.  Young  and  Charles  B. 
Wood. 

LUDLOW:  Montrail  Lee. 
MORTON:  Lee  McLain  Beard, 
Joseph  Campbell,  Lee  A.  Fairch- 
ilds, Jessica  Michelle  Fedrick, 
Charles  Goodwin,  Lu  Ann  Ses- 
sions Gould,  Joshua  G.  Hall, 
Lindsey  R.  Harrell,  Amanda 
R.  Layton,  Tonya  Holsomback 
McLemore,  Gretta  Evans  Mitch- 
ell, Gary  Paul  Parker,  Stacie 
Gordon  Phillipson,  Brandi  Leigh 
Sessums,  Matthew  L.  Smith, 
Renee  Joyce  Thompson,  Haley 
L.  Waggoner  and  Stephanie  L. 
Winstead. 

NEWTON:  William  Jeffery  Ala- 
wine, Michelle  Nicholette  Beal, 
Dina  Campbell,  Colt  Collins, 
Alyssa  T.  Ford,  Mary  K.  Ford, 
Kasidi  S.  Griffin,  Larcenyer 
Hester,  Jenny  Gail  Holling- 
sworth, Angela  Ellen  Homes, 
Robert  Jemil  Howell,  Ashley 
Jones,  Danna  Walker  Jones, 
Jeremy  Joshua  Jones,  Johnny 
Jones,  Marcus  Jones,  Justin 
McKinion,  Jennifer  Nicole 
Murray,  Dorothy  Edwards 
Roberts,  Lindsey  Colter  Shaw, 
Kyoko  Bilan  Walker,  Michael  L. 
Wright  and  John  C.  Young. 
NOXAPATER:  William  M. 
Baskin,  J.  E.  Haynes,  Trista  C. 
Haynes,  Samantha  Jeanette 
Partridge  and  Matthew  L.  Reyn- 
olds. 

PHILADELPHIA:  Jamie  Bailey, 
Suzanne  Gibson  Bassett,  Joseph 
R.  Bell,  Tehona  Liz  Bell,  Walvisa 
Coleman  Bester,  Roxie  White 
Boyd,  Brandi  Anthony  Brewer, 
Carol  Brown,  Merle  Willis 
Bryan,  Pamela  Grace  Buries, 
Felisa  Griffin  Burnside,  Colt 
Stuart  Callahan,  Lacy  Leigh 
Caples,  Hope  Posey  Chunn, 
Amanda  J.  Clark,  Erica  A.  Clem- 
ons, Ella  Mae  King  Crocker, 
Randal  Eric  Cumberland,  Earthy 
AnDrae  Donald,  James  Leonard 
Duncan,  Kristen  M.  Dunn,  Lisa 
Burkes  Flake,  Krystal  Beckham 
Griffin,  Stephanie  Hudson 
Henson,  Lindsay  R.  Herrington, 
Hunter  Ryan  Holley,  Kelly  Lynn 
Hudson,  Adam  Tyler  Huffman, 
Tracy  Barnes  Jackson,  Karensa 
Chisolm  Lawson,  Tara  S.  Long, 
William  Mars,  Amber  LaDale 
Matthews,  Ryan  McCann, 

Loretta  Nicole  Mooney,  Alex- 
ander Scott  Moore,  Elizabeth 
Dupree  Moore,  Rhonda  Fox 
Moore,  Lacey  Jo  Nelson,  Erin 
Thrash  Nowell,  Janna  L.  Nowell, 


ECCC  Students  Tapped  for  Math  Club 


Recently  welcomed  as  new  members  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta  at  East 
Central  Community  College  include  (seated  from  left)  Mandy  Eakes 
of  Philadelphia,  Christy  Martin  of  Forest,  Christy  Fedrick  of  Phila- 
delphia, Shelley  Johnson  of  Hiickory  and  Sarah  Allard  of  Union;  and 
(standing  from  left)  Amy  Warren  of  Louisville,  Jennifer  Flarpole  of 
Carthage,  Joseph  Charlton  of  Little  Rock,  Kery  McDill  of  Decatur, 
David  Burt  of  Newton,  Drew  Kenna  of  Forest,  Lacey  Sanborn  of 
Noxapater,  Natasha  Phillips  and  Amy  Rawson,  both  of  Carthage; 
Angela  Holmes  of  Newton  and  Amanda  Loyd  of  Louisville. 


Mu  Alpha  Theta  Holds 
Induction  Ceremony 


Roll 

Ahsley  L.  Ogletree,  Lindsey  E. 
Posey,  Jonathan  M.  Proctor, 
Laura  E.  Sistrunk,  Laura  M. 
Sistrunk,  Lindsey  Lee  Smith, 
Benjamin  E.  Stephens,  Timothy 
James  Stokes,  Cassidy  Thomp- 
son, Roy  Cecil  Thompson,  Carla 
Walker,  Laura  Burt  Walley, 

Dian  Walters,  Jennifer  Watkins, 
Gail  Whitlock,  Elyse  L.  Willis 
and  Melissa  D.  Willis. 

PULASKI:  Casey  P.  Derrick, 
Bettina  Hicks,  Tiffany  N.  Jones 
and  Lindsey  C.  Wedgeworth. 
SEBASTOPOL:  Joe  Scott  Breed- 
love, Malissa  Bryant,  Amanda  B. 
Holloway,  Daniel  Eric  Madden 
and  Alexander  W.  Shepard. 
UNION:  Deborah  Knight  Agent, 
Stephanie  K.  Anderson,  Jodie 
Barker,  Brandy  Saveli  Bennett, 
Travis  Boone,  John  Burns,  Bev- 
erly Diana  Burr.age,  Leslie  Miles 
Cleveland,  Justin  Darby,  Pamela 
Everage  Elliot,  Melissa  Ann 
Eshee,  Jackie  Purser  Finley, 
Ronald  Aaron  Goss,  Jeremy 
Hamm,  Brandy  Harrison, 

Shellie  G.  Keyes,  Robin  Leach, 
Heather  Rosanna  Lewis,  Brandi 
McDougle,  Aaron  McElfish, 
Casey  Wynee  McMahan,  Ginger 
S.  Page,  Holly  D.  Pierce,  Stepha- 
nie Reid  Rigdon,  Jana  Smith, 
Alan  Lee  Taylor,  Aaron  Bruce 
Terrell,  Natalie  Tillman,  Clayton 
M.  Tune,  Leslie  Vance,  Timothy 
Warren,  Mary  Renne  Wilkerson, 
Belinda  Pierce  Winstead  and 
Brooklyn  N.  Winstead. 
WALNUT  GROVE:  Catina 
Brantley,  Ricky  D.  Chamblee, 
Jennifer  Clark,  Jason  Price, 
Antonia  Odom  Ward  and  Clar- 
issa A.  Weathers. 
OUT-OF-DISTRICT 
BAY  SPRINGS:  Charles  Alexan- 
der Hall. 

BILOXI:  Jacob  W.  Davis. 
BRANDON:  William  L.  Ses- 
sums. 

BYRAM:  Jacqueline  A.  Veen- 
stra. 

COLLINS:  Timothy  R.  Byrd. 
COLLINSVILLE:  Veronica 
Renea  Moore  , 

CORINTH:  William  Nathaniel 
Alexander; 

ENTERPRISE : tammy,  Skinner. 
FLORENCE:  Jamie  R.  Andrews 
and  Shelley  Brake. 
HATTIESBURG:  Adam  S. 

Bailey. 

KOSCIUSKO:  Jade  Nicole 
Harper  and  Destin  Patrick 
Moore. 

MCCOOL:  Daniel  W.  Dunlap. 
MERIDIAN:  Tanzanekia 
Adams,  Eric  M.  Bland,  Sean 
Boykin,  Stephen  M.  Dyess, 

Jodie  Neil  Jacobs,  Walter  Lamar 
Johnson,  Sherry  Lynn  Jones, 
Jamaal  Monroe  Martin,  Heather 
D.  Neese,  Summer  Irene  Richie, 
Karen  Brandi  Robinson  and 
Derek  T.  Wright. 

MIZE:  James  Robin  Robinson. 
PASCAGOULA:  Michael  Win- 
ston Dunn,  Jr. 

PEARL:  Charles  Holmes  and 
Amanda  A.  Liston. 

PRESTON:  Stephanie  Hickman 
Lonjose  and  Kyle  A.  Miller. 
QUITMAN:  Valorie  Gordon 
Adams  and  Kristee  S.  Conner. 
RAYMOND:  Heather  Dawn 
Cheesman. 

ROSE  HILL:  Shakenia  D. 
McMiller. 

SLEDGE:  Jonathan  Colt  Aldi- 
son. 

STONEWALL:  Donald  C.  Allen. 
VICKSBURG:  Paul  Eric  Hardy, 
Kiel  W.  May  and  Richard  H. 
Theobald. 

VOSSBURG:  Ian  E.  Marshall. 
WATER  VALLEY:  David  foelane 
Martin  and  Leland  A.  McGehee. 
OUT  OF  STATE 

ALABAMA:  Ramon  B.  Williams, 
Daphne,  and  Howard  Joseph 
Holcomb,  Tr  afford. 

ARKANSAS:  Mindy  Kay  Estes, 
Fordyce. 

LOUISIANA:  Brandon  Lee 
Mason,  Baton  Rouge. 

VIRGINIA:  Ashley  B.  Blakely,  . 
Goldvein. 

Learning  Skills  Center 

Community 

Reading 

Challenge 

February  17-March  3 

Stop  by  the  Learning  Skills 
Center  to  Volunteer! 
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SCHOLARSHIP  CHANGES! 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  will  no 

LONGER  PRINT  SCHOLARSHIP  APPLICATIONS.  ALL  APPLICA- 
TIONS CAN  BE  PRINTED  FROM  THE  WEB  BY  VISITING  THE 
USM  HOMEPAGE  AT  WWW.USM.EDU.  CLICK  ON  ADMISSIONS 

then  Prospective  Students  and  then  Scholarships. 

Mississippi  State  University  College  of  Business  and 
Industry  is  pleased  to  announce  this  year  three 

SCHOLARSHIPS  AVAILABLE  TO  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  STU- 
DENTS TRANSFERRING  TO  THE  COLLEGE  OF  BUSINESS  AND 

Industry  by  Fall  ‘03. 

Mississippi  State  University  Department  of  Political 
Science  announces  the  John  C.  Stennis  Scholarships. 
Deadline  to  apply  is  February  27,  2003.  Stop  by  the 
ECCC  Career  Center  for  an  application. 


Killens  advises  ECCC 
students  to  get  involved 


By  Drew  Kenna 
Tom  Tom  Asst.  Editor 


Joe  Killens,  ECCC  Vice  Pres- 
ident for  Student  Services, 
said  recently  that  “although 
he  and  his  committee  have 
not  finished  the  planning, 
they  are  off  to  what  appears  to 
be  a fun  semester.” 

Elections  were  recently  held 
for  Mr.  and  Miss  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  and 
class  favorites.  Winners  will 
be  featured  in  the  March  issue 
of  Tom  Tom  and  will  also  be 
included  in  the  2003  edition 
of  the  Wo-He-Lo  campus 
yearbook. 

Killens  said  his  staff  is  also 
busy  preparing  for  “Be  Our 
Guest  Night,”  which  will  be 
held  during  the  Warriors’ 
home  basketball  game  against 


Co- Lin  on  Thursday,  Febru- 
ary 13.  During  this  game,  area 
high  school  students  from  the 
district  are  invited  to  attend 
the  game  free  of  charge.  A 
name  will  be  also  be  drawn  for 
a chance  to  hit  a 3-point  shot 
in  order  to  earn  a free  tuition 
scholarship. 

According  to  Killens,  the 
SBA  officers  are  planning  a 
band  or  dance  for  some  time 
before  Spring  Break.  And  as 
always  , Spring  Spree  week 
will  be  the  third  or  fourth 
week  of  April. 

Intramurals  for  this  semes- 
ter include  Basketball,  Soccer, 
and  Softball. 

When  asked  if  he  had  any 
advice  for  new  students,  Kil- 
lens said,  “For  the  whole  col- 
lege experience,  students  need 
to  get  involved,  even  outside 
the  classroom”. 


ECCC  Students  Encouraged  to  Attend 
Business,  Education  & Healthcare  Expo 


Making  plans  for  this  year’s  Business,  Education  and  Healthcare 
Expo  are  committee  members  (from  left)  Jeff  Hitt,  Work-Based 
Learning  Corrdinator  at  the  College’s  Workforce  Development 
Center;  Dr.  Lavinia  Sparkman,  Vice  President  for  Instruction;  and 
Sylvia  Bush,  vocational-technical  counselor  who  serves  as  event 
organizer.  The  third  annual  expo  is  schedule  from  9 to  1 1:30  a.m. 
on  Thursday,  March  20  at  the  Brackeen-Wood  Physical  Education 
Building. 


Employment,  educational  and 
military  opportunities  will  be 
available  to  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  students  when 
the  third  annual  Business,  Edu- 
cation and  Healthcare  Expo  is 
held  Thursday,  March  20  on  the 
Decatur  campus. 

Representatives  from  more 
than  50  firms  have  reserved 
space  for  the  event,  scheduled 
from  9 to  11:30  a.m.  in  the 
Brackeen-Wood  Physical  Educa- 
tion Building,  according  to  Expo 
organizer  Sylvia  Bush,  voca- 
tional-technical counselor  at  the 
College. 

“We  have  really  been  pleased 
with  the  response  for  this 
year’s  Expo,  and  anticipate  the 
number  of  exhibitors  to  increase 
over  the  next  few  weeks,  espe- 


cially since  we  are  again  offer- 
ing space  free  of  charge.  This 
is  really  a great  opportunity 
for  businesses  and  industries, 
hospitals  and  health  agencies  or 
any  other  type  business  that  is 
in  search  of  quality  employees, 
which  we  obviously  can  offer 
with  our  students.  Many  of  our 
students  are  looking  to  continue 
their  education  at  four-year 
colleges  and  universities,  so 
the  Expo  also  provides  a great 
opportunity  for  those  institu- 
tions to  recruit  our  students. 

We  also  anticipate  various  rep- 
resentatives from  the  military 
to  be  on  hand  to  talk  with  our 
students,”  Bush  said. 

Bush  noted  that  the  Expo  has 
also  been  well  received  by  the 
ECCC  student  body. 


“Approximately  700  students 
attended  the  Expo  last  year, 
and  we  hope  that  even  more 
students  will  take  advantage  of 
this  great  opportunity.  Several 
students  landed  jobs  as  a result 
of  the  Expo,  and  many  students 
made  decisions  on  where  they 
want  to  continue  their  educa- 
tion,” Bush  said. 

Participants  in  this  year’s 
Expo,  as  of  February  1,  include 
Allied  Enterprises,  Philadelphia; 
Alzheimers  Association,  East 
Central  Branch,  Meridian;  Bap- 
tist Health  Systems,  Jackson; 
Bedford  Care  Center,  Newton; 
Beverly  Healthcare,  Newton; 
Central  Mississippi  Medical 
Center,  Jackson;  Central  Mis- 
sissippi Residential  Center, 
Newton;  Choctaw  Maid  Farms, 
Carthage;  Choctaw  Vocational 
Rehabilitation,  Choctaw;  Delta 
State  University,  Cleveland; 
ESCO  Corporation,  Newton; 
Friends  of  Children  of  MS,  Inc., 
Newton;  Gambro  Healthcare, 
Birmingham,  Ala.;  Hilltop 
Manor  Nursing  Home,  Union; 

Hoi-Mac  Corp.,  Bay  Springs; 
Hospice  In  His  Hands,  Walnut 
Grove;  Jackson  State  University, 
Office  of  Marketing,  Jackson; 
Jeff  Anderson  Regional  Hospi- 
tal, Meridian;  Lackey  Memo- 
rial Hospital,  Forest;  La-Z-Boy 
South,  Newton;  Leake  Memorial 
Hospital/Senior  Care  Unit,  Car- 
thage; Memorial  Hospital,  Gulf- 
port; Millsaps  College,  Jackson; 
Mississippi  Air  National  Guard, 
Recruiting  Office,  Meridian; 
Mississippi  College,  Clinton; 
Mississippi  Army  National 
Guard,  Newton;  Mississippi 
Care  Center  of  Morton;  Mis- 
sissippi Employment  Security 
Commission,  Philadelphia; 


Mississippi  State  Hospital, 
Whitfield;  Mississippi  Teacher 
Center,  Jackson;  Mississippi 
State  University,  Starkville 
campus;  Mississippi  Univer- 
sity for  Women,  Columbus; 
Naval  Reserve  Recruiting  Area 
South,  Jackson;  New  York  Life, 
Meridian;  Primerica,  Laurel; 
Primerica  Financial  Service, 
Hattiesburg;  Raytheon  Systems 
Company,  Forest;  Richardson 
Molding,  Inc.,  Philadelphia; 
Riley  Memorial  Hospital,  Merid- 
ian; River  Oaks  Health  System, 
Jackson; 

Rush  Health  System,  Merid- 
ian; Scott  Regional  Hospital, 
Morton;  Sta-Home  Health 
Agency,  Carthage;  Steel  Ser- 
vices Corporation,  Jackson; 
Structural  Steel  Services,  Inc., 
Meridian;  Tyson  Foods,  Inc., 
Forest;  U.S.  Army,  Philadel- 
phia Recruiting  Station;  U.S. 
Marine  Corps  Recruiting  Com- 
mand, Meridian;  U.  S.  Navy, 
Meridian;  University  Medical 
Center  School  of  Nursing,  Jack- 
son;  University  of  Mississippi, 
Oxford;  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi,  Hattiesburg;  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi 
School  of  Nursing,  Meridian; 
Walnut  Grove  Youth  Correc- 
tional Facility;  Weems  Mental 
Health  Center,  Meridian;  and 
William  Carey  College,  Hatties- 
burg. 

For  more  details  contact  Sylvia 
Bush,  ECCC  vocational-tech- 
nical counselor,  whose  office 
is  located  in  the  Bradford  J. 
Tucker  Applied  Technology 
Center. 


ECCC  Gospel  Choir 


Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Gospel  Choir  are  shown  prior  to  their  fall  campus 
concert  which  was  held  in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center  Auditorium.  Pictured  are  (front  row,  from  left) 

La  Tasha  Hall,  Decatur;  Christina  Wilder,  Seattle,  Washington;  Elsalena  Roberts,  Newton;  Pamela 
Carter,  Philadelphia;  Cortez  Washington,  Jackson;  Reggie  Cistrunk,  Louisville;  Austin  Lloyd,  Morton; 
LasSahandriea  Luckett  and  Anita  Griffin,  both  of  Carthage;  and  Natasha  Foster,  Philadelphia;  (second 
row,  from  left)  Keisha  Temple,  Newton;  Kenata  Morgan,  Carthage;  Shaye  Moncrief,  Newton;  Trista 
Haynes,  Noxapater;  Gary  Hathorn,  Bassfield;  Billy  Moore,  Walnut  Grove;  Terance  Anderson,  Preston; 
Diedre  Greer,  Galilee;  LeMeisha  Wilder,  Carthage;  and  Mrs  Brenda  K.  Johnson  of  Lawrence,  sponsor; 
(third  row,  from  left)  Sharon  Gaddis,  Carthage;  Eldner  Graham,  Noxapater;  Valerie  Rush  and  Andreka 
Johnson,  both  of  Louisville;  Troy  Huddleston,  Decatur;  Dantavis  McClendon,  Lena;  Sharonda  Rush, 
Louisville;  and  Tanzanekia  Adams,  Meridan;  and  (fourth  row,  from  left)  Yolanda  Johnson,  Newton; 
Tamika  Stribling,  Walnut  Grove;  Johnny  Jones,  Newton;  Damien  Wash,  Decatur;  and  Kenny  McWilliams 
and  Jonathan  Griffin,  both  of  Philadelphia.  Not  pictured  are  Keisha  Burnside  of  Philadlephia,  Dejuan 
Whitfield  and  Monshay  Gross,  both  of  Louisville;  Andrian  Moore,  Morton;  Terra  Williams,  Newton;  and 
Fredrick  Denson,  Lena 


Renovations  ongoing  at  EC’s 


By  Joshua  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 


Work  continues  on  the  latest 
phase  of  renovations  at  the 
Frank  T.  Rives  Educational 
Building  on  the  East  Central 
Community  College  South 
Campus. 

The  latest  phase  is  adjacent  to 
the  recently  completed  EMT- 
Paramedic  Technology  class- 
rooms. The  area  is  expected  to 
be  completed  over  the  summer 
and  will  house  the  Licensed 
Practical  Nursing  program 
which  currently  operates  in  the 
Vocational  Annex. 

Since  the  College  bought  the 
former  Decatur  High  School 
property,  renovations  have  been 
made  in  various  phases. 

The  first  phase  is  on  the 
bottom  floor  and  consists  of  the 
Ceramics  Lab  and  the  Surgical 
Technology  program. 


The  second  phase,  which  was 
on  the  west  side  of  the  top  floor 
now  houses  the  computer  lab 
and  physical  science  lab.  It  also 
has  office  and  classroom  space. 

EMT-Paramedic  Technology 
was  included  in  the  third  phase 
of  renovations. 

Once  LPN  is  moved  to  the 
Rives  Building,  all  of  the  voca- 
tional nursing  programs  will  be 
housed  in  one  building. 

Mike  Dearing,  physical  plant 
director,  and  his  staff  have  done 
the  work  on  each  phase. 

“Ninety-five  percent  of  this 
work  has  been  done  by  in-house 
maintenance  people,”  Dear- 
ing said.  “ This  last  phase  will 
complete  renovations  to  the  top 
floor  of  the  building.  I hope  to 
be  able  to  continue  to  use  the 
remainder  of  the  bottom  floor 
for  much-needed  storage  space.” 

When  asked  why  the  work  was 
done  in-house,  Dearing  said  it 
was  more  cost  effective  and  that 


his  staff  was  skilled  enough  to 
do  the  work. 

“My  staff  has  done  everything 
from  electrical  and  plumbing  to 
laying  floor  and  ceiling  tiles,” 
Deraing  said.  “We  did  all  the  dry 
wall  work  and  put  in  the  heating 
and  cooling  system.” 

ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil 
Sutphin  said  getting  all  of  the 
vocational-technical  health- 
related  programs  in  the  same 
location  was  the  main  reason  for 
the  move  to  South  Campus. 

He  also  said  the  current 
LPN  classroom  and  lab  space 
would  be  used  for  cosmetology 
or  carpentry  classes.  Both  are 
currently  located  in  the  same 
building. 

‘Current  plans  are  to  use  the 
old  LPN  area  as  classroom 
space  for  either  cosmetology  or 
carpentry,”  Dr.  Sutphin  said. 
“Cosmetology  needs  more  room 
but  carpentry  has  no  classroom 
space  right  now.” 


Rives  Educational  Building 


ECCC  Concert  Choir 


ECCC  Workforce  Development  Staff  Honored 

George  Walker,  Chairman  of  the  State  Workforce  Development  Council,  is  shown  presenting  a 
plaque  to  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  president  of  East  Central  Community  College,  which  recognizes  the  Col- 
lege’s Workforce  Development  Center  staff  for  excellence  in  providing  training  to  Craft-Co  Enterprises, 
Inc.  of  Morton.  Craft-Co  was  also  awarded  a “Best  Practices  Award,”  in  recognition  of  the  company’s 
commitment  to  continuously  upgrade  its  workforce.  The  presentations  were  made  at  the  Council’s 
January  meeting  at  the  Education  and  Research  Center  in  Jackson.  From  left  are  Workforce 
Development  Center  personnel  Scotty  Russell,  workforce  development  coordinator,  and  Tina  Harris, 
basic  skills  specialist;  Walker;  Dr.  Sutphin;  and  staff  members  Joe  Renaud,  personal  development 
specialist;  Chris  Clark,  workforce  development  coordinator;  Roger  Whitlock,  Center  director;  and  Jim 
Finley,  President/CEO  of  Craft-Co  Enterprises,  Inc.  in  Morton. 


East  Central  Community  College’s  Concert  Choir  is  shown  prior  to  the  group’s  fall  concert  held  in 
the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center.  Members  include  (front  row,  from  left)  director  Len  Bobo,  Brandon;  Kristal 
Burton,  Little  Rock;  Shelley  Brake,  Florence;  Megan  Logan,  Newton;  Natalie  Duncan,  Lake;  Johnny 
Jones,  Newton;  Luke  Howell,  Decatur;  Kerry  Gilmer,  Little  Rock;  Kimberly  Hays,  Carthage;  Sarah  Cole, 
Union;  Lakeshia  Lee,  Forest;  Deidre  Greer,  Carthage;  and  accompanist  Leesa  Wilkinson,  Hickory; 
(second  row,  from  left)  Amy  Chamblee,  Carthage;  Nakita  Ragsdale,  Pulaski;  Kristen  Thornton  and  Lisa 
Chamblee,  both  of  Carthage;  Dinah  Howell,  Decatur;  Chuck  Quinn  and  Shondrick  Hampton,  both  of 
Louisville;  Matthew  Smith,  Morton;  Matt  Carroll,  Collinsville;  Grant  Morris,  Philadelphia;  Krystal  Moore, 
Lake;  Jennifer  Carson,  Decatur;  Rachel  Carter,  Louisville;  and  Shelley  Johnson,  Hickory;  and  (third 
row,  from  left)  Alyssa  Ford,  Newton;  Janna  Nowell,  Philadelphia;  Emily  Mayes,  Decatur;  Nathan  Evans, 
Chunky;  Josh  Hall,  Morton;  Damien  Wash,  Hickory;  Adam  McAdory,  Louisville;  Kiel  May,  Vicksburg; 
Stephen  Harrison,  Meridian;  Brad  Sutphin,  Decatur;  Lee  Dooley,  Lake;  and  Steven  Irby,  Meridian. 
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EC  vice  president  gets  caught  in  Newton  Tornado 


By  Jimmy  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Editor 


In  a small  town  such  as 
Newton,  Mississippi,  there  is 
not  much  to  do.  One  might  pass 
the  time  by  riding  around  town 
or  by  grabbing  something  to 
east  at  Sonic;  but,  like  so  many 
other  small  towns,  the  world 
would  not  be  the  same  without 
Wal-Mart.  In  fact,  most  people 
go  to  Wal-Mart  at  least  every 
other  day  or  two,  maybe  during 
a lunch  break  or  after  getting  out 
of  school  or  off  of  work. 

So,  how  could  going  to  Wal- 
Mart  on  December  19,  2002, 
a week  before  Christmas,  be 
different  from  all  of  the  other 
days?  To  find  the  answer  to  this 
question,  the  Vice-President  for 
Instruction,  Dr.  Lavinia  Spark- 
man, who  just  happened  to  be  in 
Wal-Mart  this  day. 

Dr.  Sparkman  is  not  a frequent 
shopper  at  Wal-Mart.  In  fact,  she 
said  that  she  had  probably  only 
been  to  the  Newton  Wal-Mart  a 
total  of  three  times  in  the  past 
three  years.  Of  all  times  to  go, 


though,  she  happened  to  go  on 
December  19,  2002  just  around 
lunchtime.  Dr.  Sparkman  had 
just  gotten  a new  BMW  two 
months  before,  so  she  decided  to 
park  further  out  in  the  parking 
lot  to  lessen  the  chances  of  her 
car  being  hit  or  bumped. 

Well,  Dr.  Sparkman  then 
went  into  Wal-Mart  to  shop  for 
the  items  she  came  for.  When 
she  finished  her  shopping, 

Dr.  Sparkman  made  her  way 
through  the  checkout  line  and 
then  to  the  exit.  Dr.  Sparkman 
said  that  as  she  went  out  of  the 
first  door  and  entered  the  lobby 
area,  she  noticed  how  strong 
the  wind  was  blowing  and  how 
hard  the  rain  was  falling.  She 
just  stood  there  watching  for 
a minute  when  she  saw  debris 
beginning  to  fly  by.  She  knew 
she  shouldn’t  stand  in  front  of 
the  glass  so  she  quickly  ran  back 
into  the  store. 

Dr.  Sparkman  said,  “By  the 
time  I was  back  in  the  store, 
everyone  else  had  ran  to  the 
middle  of  the  store.  I knew  I 
couldn’t  get  that  far.  So,  I just 
got  between  the  first  cash  reg- 


ister and  the  candy  section  and 
did  my  Hail  Mary’s  because  I’m 
a Catholic.” 

She  said  that  she  got  down  on 
the  floor  and  covered  herself  like 
she  had  learned  in  school  for 
situations  like  this.  She  said  that 
she  had  a milti-pack  of  paper 
towels  that  she  had  just  bought 
that  she  covered  her  head  with. 
As  you  presumably  already 
know,  a tornado  was  lingering 
above. 

Sparkman  recalls  that  the  only 
sound  she  heard  was  of  glass 
breaking,  not  the  sound  of  a 
train,  typically  associated  with 
tornadoes.  She  said  that  it  was 
all  over  in  a matter  of  seconds. 
Within  those  few  seconds  a por- 
tion of  the  Wal-Mart  roof  and 
the  glass  fronting  of  the  building 
were  destroyed.  She  said  that 
it  all  happened  so  fast  that  she 
didn’t  have  time  to  think  about 
what  was  going  on.  She  said  that 
as  soon  as  the  storm  passed, 
everyone  was  then  checking  to 
see  if  anyone  was  hurt. 

Afterwards,  she  said  that  she 
made  her  way  out  to  her  car. 

She  remembered  seeing  the 


glass  blown  out  of  the  cars  in  the 
parking  lot  and  the  disastrous 
aftermath.  Upon  arriving  at  her 
car,  Dr.  Sparkman  was  some- 
what disgusted  to  find  her  car 
damaged  as  well  as  the  windows 
blown  out,  but  she  was  still  ever 
so  grateful  that  no  one,  including 
herself,  was  hurt.  Sparkman  said 
that  since  the  highway  by  Wal- 
Mart  was  closed,  she  had  no  way 
to  get  home.  She  said  that  a Zack 
Garvin’s  Restaurant  employee 
graciously  drove  her  and  an 
elderly  Newton  resident  to  each 
of  their  homes  without  wanting 
anything  in  return. 

Within  seconds,  the  lives  of 
Newton  residents  were  turned 
upside  down,  but  there’s  one 
thing  that  everyone  is  grate- 
ful for  and  that  is  that  no  one 
was  killed.  Wal-Mart’s  roof  and 
windows  were  repaired  and  the 
store  was  back  open  within  days 
of  the  tornado’s  disastrous  tour 
through  Newton,  but  the  memo- 
ries of  this  disturbing  experience 
will  last  a lifetime  for  all  that 
were  affected. 


ECCC  Dean , Advisor  Honored 

Top  honors  were  presented  to  representatives  of  East  Central 
Community  College’s  Associate  Degree  Nursing  program  at  the 
annual  Mississippi  Association  of  Student  Nurses  Convention  held 
recently  on  the  Gulf  Coast.  Dana  Dear,  left,  ADN  instructor  who 
serves  as  an  advisor  to  the  Association  of  Student  Nurses  at  East 
Central  (ASNEC),  was  named  “Advisor  of  the  Year,”  and  Melanie 
Gilmore,  dean  of  the  College’s  Associate  Degree  Nursing  Program, 
was  chosen  “Dean  of  the  Year.”  Dear  also  received  a “Celebrating 
Nursing  Award”  presented  by  the  Mississippi  Nurses  Association. 
The  award  recipients  were  honored  with  a reception  given  by  stu- 
dents, enrolled  in  the  College’s  Associate  Degree  Nursing  program. 


Advisor  duties  versus  student  responsiblities 


By  Jenna  Talbert 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 

What  do  I need  to  take  to  meet 
my  graduation  requirements? 
What  is  the  college  of  my  choice 
looking  for  in  applicants?  Am  I 
going  to  be  ready  for  the  univer- 
sity? 

These  are  just  a few  of  the 
questions  that  many  freshmen 
and  sophomores  ask  themselves 
as  they  begin  filling  out  schedule 
and  preparing  applications  for 
senior  colleges. 

Many  of  these  students  turn 
to  their  advisors  for  answers. 
Unfortunately,  some  students 
feel  that  their  needs  are  not 
being  met  and  in  some  cases, 
are  truly  misled. 

This  is  not  true  in  every  case. 
However,  students  should  be 
aware  of  their  own  responsibili- 
ties regarding  their  educational 
future. 

Though  many  students  lay 
the  burden  of  their  educational 
requirements  solely  on  the 
shoulders  of  their  assigned  advi- 
sor, the  students  also  need  to  do 
their  part. 

“I  think  it’s  a joint  effort,”  said 
Christi  Lee,  Tech  Prep  Career 
Center  Director.  “For  example, 
there  are  certain  things  that  stu- 
dents need  to  be  doing  on  their 
own  time  to  help  insure  that 


they  are  meeting  all  require- 
ments.” 

Students  should  not  only 
contact  the  university  of  their 
choice  for  a catalog,  they  should 
also  double  check  to  make  sure 
that  all  of  their  ECCC  classes 
will  transfer. 

Another  big  part  of  the  stu- 
dent’s responsibility  is  to  actu- 
ally meet  with  their  advisor  here 
at  East  Central. 

“One  of  the  problems  is  that 
many  students  are  not  coming 
to  their  advisors  and  sometimes 
do  not  attend  the  advisor/ 
advisee  meetings,”  said  Linda 
Pierce,  English  instructor  and 
Chairman  of  the  Department  of 
Communications.  “As  a result, 
advisors  are  not  really  getting  to 
know  their  advisees.” 

After  all,  if  a student  is  unwill- 
ing to  work  for  his  or  her  ambi- 
tions, how  can  that  student  ever 
succeed  in  life? 

The  advisors  also  have  certain 
responsibilitites  that  should  be 
met. 

Lanette  Hanna,  Academic 
Advisor  in  the  Student  Services 
area  said,  “I  think  it  is  important 
for  the  advisors  to  know  that 
catalogs  are  not  only  sent  to  the 
faculty,  but  are  also  available  in 
the  Career  Center.  If  they  know 
the  student  is  going  to  a par- 
ticular college,  they  do  need  to 
consult  that  catalog.” 


Pierce  agreed,  “The  advisor’s 
responsiblity  is  to  answer  ques- 
tions for  the  student,  to  guide 
them  in  their  course  selections 
and  to  make  sure  that  they  take 
courses  that  will  fulfill  gradua- 
tion requirements.” 

Michael  Alexander,  also  an 
academic  counselor,  said,  “Their 
responsiblity  is  to  be  knowl- 
edgeable about  the  curriculum 
in  their  area  of  study  and  to 
know  what  chagnes  might  be 
taking  place.  They  also  need  to 
know  the  differences  in  require- 
ments for  various  colleges  and 
that  is  very  difficult  because 
sometimes,  senior  universi- 
ties may  not  advise  them  of 
changes.” 

These  duties,  though  serious, 
are  not  overly  time-consuming 
and  can  make  a big  difference  in 
a student’s  life. 

However,  there  are  some 
instances  where  students  are 
clashing  with  their  assigned 
advisors,  leaving  a general 
sense  of  discontentment  around 
campus. 

“Although  I have  seen  evi- 
dence that  some  advisors  do 
take  the  time  to  work  with  and 
for  their  students,  I think  that 
East  Central  needs  a better 
system  of  pairing  students  with 
advisors,”  said  sophomore  Gray- 
son England. 

Nevertheless,  many  students 


ECCC  Surgical  Technology  Graduates 

Graduates  of  East  Central  Community  College’s  surgical  technology  program  were  recently  recog- 
nized during  a pinning  ceremony  held  in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center.  Members  of  the  Class  of  2002 
include,  seated  from  left,  Walvisa  Bester  of  Philadelphia,  Leann  Bryan  of  Lena,  Rachel  Chapman  of 
Philadlephia  and  Candy  Gibson  and  Jessica  Hamm,  both  of  Decatur;  and  standing  from  left,  Amanda 
Harris  of  Hickory,  Angela  Shaw  of  Decatur,  Kristie  Spivey  of  Forest,  Kyoko  Walker  of  Newton  and 
Miranda  Watson  of  Louisville.  LeAnn  Shirley  and  Kristie  Pilgrim  serve  as  instructors. 


These  students  at  East  Central  Community  College  were  recently  selected  for  inclusion  in  the  2003 
edition  of  Who’s  Who  Among  Students  in  American  Junior  Colleges.  Students  are  chosen  for  the  pres- 
tigious honor  based  on  their  academic  achievement,  service  to  the  community,  leadership  in  extracur- 
ricular activities  and  potential  for  academic  success.  The  ECCC  sophomores  join  an  elite  group  of 
students  from  more  than  1 ,400  institutions  of  higher  learning  in  all  50  states,  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  several  foreign  nations.  First  row,  from  left,  are  LuAnn  Gould,  Morton;  Natasha  Phillips,  Carthage; 
April  McAdory,  Philadelphia;  Kimberly  DeBoer,  Forest;  Victoria  Daniels,  Philadelphia;  Shancey  Young, 
Forest;  and  Charlene  Foreman,  Little  Rock.  Second  row,  from  left,  are  Heather  Cater,  Decatur;  Amy 
Rawson,  Carthage;  Ashley  Jones,  Newton;  Carrie  Shrock,  Philadelphia;  Megan  Logan,  Newton;  Hillary 
Cotton,  Decatur;  Cassie  Henson,  Philadelphia;  April  Jones,  Forest;  and  Vicki  Powe,  Walnut  Grove.  Third 
row,  from  left,  are  Chris  Carson,  Decatur;  David  Burt,  Newton;  Elizabeth  Johnson,  Philadelphia;  Lindsey 
Cheatham,  Decatur;  Jake  Alexander,  Littl^  Rock;  Ricky  Graves,  Carthage;  Jaclyn  Evans,  Bay  Springs; 
Jimmy  Hall,  Lena;  and  Joseph  Wall  and  Beth  Wedgeworth,  both  of  Forest.  Fourth  row,  from  left,  are 
Damien  Wash,  Hickory;  Corey  Blackwell,  Louisville;  Nate  Alexander,  Corinth;  Kyle  Miller,  Preston;  Timo- 
thy Fieber,  Philadelphia;  Lance  Hall,  Forest;  Nathan  Stamper  and  Dinah  Howell,  both  of  Decatur;  Kristen 
Rice,  Newton;  Bryant  Steele,  Philadelphia;  and  Bobby  Martin,  Carthage.  Not  pictured  are  Todd  Chris- 
topher Butler,  Justin  Darby  and  Jennifer  Maner  Gibson,  all  of  Forest;  Yolanda  R.  Carson,  Betty  Janette 
Robinson  and  Andrea  Walker,  all  of  Carthage;  Natalie  Duncan  of  Lake;  Whitney  Harris  of  Decatur;  Mary 
Margaret  Irons,  Jeremy  McNair  and  Jessica  Nicole  Tullos,  all  of  Philadelphia;  Kristen  L.  Persons,  Noxa- 
pater;  Kevin  Stephens,  Troy,  Ala.;  Stephen  Sykes,  Lawrence;  Leslie  Vance,  Union;  Haley  Waggoner, 
Morton;  Ramon  Williams,  Daphne,  Ala.;  and  Wesley  Wright,  Louisville. 


ECCC  Students  Named  To  Who’s  Who 


are  pleased  with  their  faculty 
advisor. 

“My  advisor  is  great,”  said 
freshman  Amy  Haralson.  “But 
what  I’ve  heard  from  my  friends 
and  fellow  classmates,  some 
advisors  aren’t  taking  a real 
interest.  Some  students  feel  they 
need  more  knowledge  of  what 
the  colleges  want  and  how  to 
interpret  EC’s  classes  to  those  of 
the  college  of  our  choice.” 

Although  there  are  some.prob- 
lems  that  need  to  be  addressed, 
both  parties  need  to  insure  t.iat 
they  are  fulfilling  their  own 
duties. 

Advisors  should  do  their  part 
by  becoming  more  familiar  with 
senior  university  standards 
and  working  with  the  students 
themselves. 

Students  must  make  a more 
diligent  effort  to  see  their 
advisors  and  to  seek  their  own 


ADN  students  selected  for  state  office 

Several  students  enrolled  in  East  Central  Commu- 
nity College’s  Associate  Degree  Nursing  program  were 
recently  elected  to  serve  in  various  capacities  on  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Stu- 
dent Nurses.  From  left  are  Beth  Wedgeworth  of  Forest, 
first  vice  president;  Bobby  Martin  of  Carthage,  second 
vice  president;  Darlene  Thomas  of  Noxapater,  ADN  rep- 
resentative south;  and  Kimberly  Hancock  of  Forest,  who 
was  selected  director  of  Pulse  Point,  the  MASN  news- 
paper. Not  pictured  is  Melissa  Tindol  of  Philadelphia, 
a 2002  graduate  of  the  College’s  ADN  program,  who 
was  selected  consultant.  The  officers  were  chosen  at 
the  annual  MASN  Convention  held  recently  on  the  Gulf 
Coast. 


answers. 


New  semester  brings  “Bookstore  Blues”  for  some  students 


By  Vickie  Powe 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 

If  asked  what  one  thing 
bothered  them  the  most  upon 
returning  to  school  after  the 
holidays,  most  students  would 
likely  claim  the  “bookstore 
blues.” 


As  we  all  know,  those  mile- 
long  lines  can  become  quite 
tedious  as  we  are  forced  to  rush 
to  class-bookless-only  to  return 
to  find  the  door  surrounded  by 
several  disgruntled  students 
gaping  at  a “gone  to  lunch”  sign. 

However,  these  bookstore 
mishaps  are  not  only  headaches 
for  the  students,  but  they  also 


make  an  equally  tiresome  time 
for  the  ladies  who  occupy  the 
register,  locate  books  and  deal 
with  financial  aid  and  business 
office  “boo  boos.” 

First,  they  have  to  deal  with 
not  only  impatient,  but  also 
unprepared  and  unorganized 
students  who  often  have  abso- 
lutely no  clue  as  to  what  they 


really  need. 

Next,  they  have  to  face  the  har- 
rowing burden  of  only  having 
one  register,  which  slows  things 
down  and  exasperates  both  the 
student  and  the  operator. 

Finally,  they  are  forced  to  deal 
with  a working  space  not  nearly 
large  enough  to  house  books, 
workers  and  a long  line  of  weary 


students  who  are  simply  ready 
to  go  home! 

There  could  be  a solution  to 
these  problems  though. 

First,  if  the  budget  would 
allow,  a second  register  could  be 
added  across  from  the  existing 
one.  This  would  allow  two  lines 
to  be  formed,  which  would  cut 
down  waiting  time  both  inside 


and  outside  of  the  bookstore. 

Next,  students  could  use  their 
waiting  period  to  consult  their 
schedules  and  decide  exactly 
what  they  needed. 

Finally,  the  size  problem  can 
only  be  helped  by  additional 
funding,  as  well  as  the  decrease 
in  student  lines  brought  on  by 
the  addition  of  a second  register. 
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To  Present  “ Leader  of  the  Pack” 

Cast  members  for  the  East  Central  Community  College  production  of  “Leader  of  the  Pack:  The  Ellie 
Greenwich  Story”  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Shalonda  Buckley  and  Victoria  Daniels,  both  of  Philadel- 
phia; Melanie  Jones  of  Carthage,  Laura  Shook  of  Newton,  Miranda  Cooper  of  Morton,  Heather  Neese 
of  Meridian,  Kathy  Rushing  of  Sebastopol  and  Casey  Smith  of  Louisville;  (second  row,  from  left)  Mary 
Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur,  Amy  Chamblee  of  Carthage,  Chris  Carson  and  Jennifer  Carson,  both  of  Deca- 
tur; and  Katie  Ford  of  Newton;  (third  row,  from  left)  Adam  Huffman  of  Philadelphia,  Lee  Dooley  of  Lake, 
Mike  Fondren  of  Union  and  Shelby  Anderson  of  Raleigh;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Lisa  Chamblee  and 
Betty  Janette  Robinson,  both  of  Carthage;  Janna  Nowell  of  Philadelphia,  Krystal  Moore  of  Louisville, 
Kristal  Burton  of  Little  Rock  and  Amanda  Thompson  of  Louisville. 

ECCC  Players  to  present  spring  musical  April  10>12 


The  East  Central  Community 
College  Players  will  present 
“Leader  of  the  Pack:  The  Ellie 
Greenwich  Story”  April  10-12 
in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Audito- 
rium. 

“Leader  of  the  Pack”  is  a 
song  and  dance  revue,  which 
showcases  the  hits  of  singer/ 
songwriter  Ellie  Greenwich.  The 
audience  learns  a little  about 
her  early  years  growing  up  and 
how  she  would  pick  out  tunes 
on  a piano  while  her  mother 
wrote  them  down.  The  stoiy  also 
tells  of  her  marriage  to  fellow 
songwriter  Jeff  Barry  whom  she 
worked  with  until  their  divorce. 

Musical  selections  include  “Be 
My  Baby,”  “Wait  ‘til  My  Bobby 
Gets  Home,”  “A...  My  Name  Is 
Ellie,”  “Jivette  Boogie  Beat,” 
“Why  Do  Lovers  Break  Each 
Other’s  Hearts,”  “Today  I Met 
the  Boy  I’m  Gonna  Marry,”  “I 
Wanna  Love  Him  So  Bad,”  “Do 
Wah  Diddy,”  “And  Then  He 
Kissed  Me,”  “Hanky  Panky,” 
“Not  Too  Young  To  Get  Mar- 
ried,” “Chapel  Of  Love,”  “Baby  I 


Love  You,”  “Leader  of  the  Pack,” 
“Look  of  Love,”  “Christmas 
- Baby  Please  Come  Home,” 

“I  Can  Hear  Music,”  “Rock  of 
Rages,”  “Keep  It  Confidential,” 
“Da  Doo  Ron  Ron,”  “What  a 
Guy,”  “Maybe  I Know,”  “River 
Deep,  Mountain  High,”  and 
“We’re  Gonna  Make  It  After 
All.” 

Cast  members  and  their 
respective  roles  include  Amy 
Chamblee  (Ellie),  Lisa  Cham- 
blee (Mickey),  Janette  Robinson 
(Pattie)  and  Amanda  Sand- 
ers (Gina),  all  of  Carthage; 

Chris  Carson  (Jeff)  and  Jen- 
nifer Carson  (Darlene),  both 
of  Decatur;  Lee  Dooley  (Gus) 
of  Lake;  Janna  Nowell  (Rosie) 
and  Krystal  Moore  (Barbara), 
both  of  Philadelphia;  Katie 
Ford  (Annie)  of  Newton,  Kristal 
Burton  (Shelley)  of  Little  Rock, 
Amanda  Thompson  (Jasmine) 
of  Louisville,  Damien  Wash 
(Chris)  of  Hickory,  Anthony 
Andoline  (Lon)  of  Noxapater, 
Mike  Fondren  (Peter)  of  Union, 
Shelby  Anderson  (Keith)  of 


Brandon  and  Josh  Hall  (Joey)  of 
Morton. 

Regina  Rigby  of  Forest  serves 
as  director  and  oral  communica- 
tion instructors  George  Vaughn 
of  Decatur  and  Juanita  West  of 
Newton  are  production  direc- 
tors. 

The  student  director  is  Adam 
Huffman,  and  the  stage  and 
props  director  is  Shalonda 
Buckley,  both  of  Philadelphia. 
Casey  Smith  of  Louisville  is  in 
charge  of  lights. 

Assisting  with  props  and  art 
are  Heather  Neese  of  Meridian, 
Kathy  Rushing  of  Forest,  Mela- 
nie Jones  of  Carthage,  Victoria 
Daniels  of  Philadelphia,  Sarah 
Cole  and  Shellie  Keys,  both  of 
Union;  and  Laura  Shook  and  Jill 
Clanton,  both  of  Lawrence. 

For  more  information  contact  , 
George  Vaughn  at  635-2111,  ext. 
241,  or  Juanita  West  at  635- 
2111,  ext.  236,  or  call  toll  free 
1-877-462-3222,  ext.  241  or  236. 


East  Central  Comm.  College  Selected 
for  Rural  Community  College  Initiative 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege has  received  word  that  it 
has  been  selected  to  be  part  of 
a national  Rural  Community 
College  Initiative  (RCCI)  dem- 
onstration project  funded  by  the 
Ford  Foundation.  The  two-year 
program  is  being  jointly  admin- 
istered by  the  Southern  Rural 
Development  Center  located 
at  Mississippi  State  University 
and  the  North  Central  Regional 
Center  for  Rural  Development 
located  at  Iowa  State  University. 
The  RCCI  is  designed  to  acceler- 
ate the  ability  of  rural  commu- 
nity and  tribal  colleges  to  meet 
the  expanding  needs  of  rural 
communities  located  in  their 
service  areas. 

ECCC  will  join  14  other  insti- 
tutions from  Minnesota,  Missis- 
sippi, New  Mexico,  North  Caro- 
lina, North  Dakota  and  Texas  in 
this  national  learning  network 
of  rural  community  colleges.  In 
addition  to  linking  community 
and  tribal  colleges  to  each  other, 
1,  the  RCCI  program  will  connect 
participating  colleges  to  Exten- 


sion educators  located  in  state 
land-grant  institutions  across 
the  nation. 

Dr.  Phil  Sutphin,  President  of 
East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege, commented  that,  “East 
Central  has  a long  history  of 
service  to  the  counties  in  our 
service  area.  The  College’s 
selection  as  a Rural  Community 
College  Initiative  institution  will 
provide  opportunities  for  us  to 
more  effectively  serve  our  area. 
We  are  serious  about  coordinat- 
ing our  resources  with  the  local 
communities  in  our  area  to  fur- 
ther economic  and  community 
development  that  will  enhance 
the  quality  of  life  in  east  central 
Mississippi.” 

Bo  Beaulieu,  director  of  the 
Southern  Rural  Development 
Center,  stated,  “We  are  excited 
that  this  new  initiative  is  bring- 
ing the  talents  of  rural  commu- 
nity and  tribal  colleges  together 
with  those  of  our  land-grant 
university  Extension  programs. 
This  powerful  new  partnership 
means  that  rural  communities 


in  the  targeted  states  will  have 
access  to  some  of  the  best  com- 
munity college  and  Extension 
educators  who  care  deeply  about 
the  well  being  of  rural  people 
and  communities  in  this  coun- 
try.” 

The  Rural  Community  College 
Initiative  will  involve  partici- 
pating colleges  in  annual  RCCI 
institutes,  specialized  training 
programs  and  field  trips  that 
will  showcase  promising  eco- 
nomic and  community  develop- 
ment strategies.  The  first  RCCI 
Institute,  to  be  held  next  month 
in  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  will 
offer  the  team  from  ECCC  an 
opportunity  to  learn  about  inno- 
vative approaches  for  strength- 
ening the  economy  of  rural 
communities,  extending  the 
valuable  resources  of  the  com- 
munity college  to  new  audiences 
and  enhancing  the  involvement 
of  local  citizens  in  community 
improvement  activities. 


Shepard,  Logan  named  Mr.,  Miss 
East  Central  Comm.  College 


Alex  Shepard  of  Sebatopol  and 
Megan  Logan  of  Newton  were 
recently  selected  Mr.  and  Miss 
East  Central  Community  College 
for  the  2002-2003  college  term. 

Shepard,  a 2001  graduate  of 
Sebastopol  High  School,  is  a 
member  of  the  ECCC  Diamond 
Warrior  baseball  team  and  was 
selected  Most  Improved  for 
during  the  2002  season. 

He  is  also  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year 
college;  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau 
medical  club,  Baptist  Student 
Union  and  Fellowship  of  Chris- 


tian Athletes. 

A physical  therapy  major, 
Shepard  plans  to  continue  his 
education  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  and  the  UM  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson. 

A liberal  arts  major,  Logan  is  a 
2001  graduate  of  Newton  High 
School.  She  serves  as  a student 
assistant  for  the  Lady  Warrior 
basketball  team  and  is  also  a 
member  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  Mu 
Alpha  Theta  mathematics  honor 
society,  Diamond  Girls,  Bap- 
tist Student  Union  and  Wesley 
Foundation. 

She  also  participates  in  the 


Warrior  Wall  O’  Sound  March- 
ing Band,  the  concert  band  and 
the  concert  choir. 

Logan  serves  as  treasurer  of 
the  Student  Body  Association 
and  was  selected  a sophomore 
Homecoming  maid.  She  was 
recently  named  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 

Community  and  Junior  Col- 

leges. 

Mr.  and  Miss  ECCC  are 
selected  by  a vote  of  the  student 
body  and  will  be  featured  in 
the  2003  edition  of  the  College 
yearbook,  the  Wo-He-Lo. 


Alex  Shepard  (left)  of  Sebastopol  and  Megan  Logan  of  Newton  were  recently  selected  Mr.  and  Miss 
East  Central  Community  College. 


Theta  Xi  Captures  Regional  Awards 


Theta  Xi  Advisor  Christy  Ferguson,  left,  was  the 
recipient  of  the  Horizon  Award  and  Theta  Xi’s  Jimmy 
Hall,  who  serves  as  MS/LA  Regional  President  was 
the  runner-up  for  Most  Distinguished  Student. 


by  Jimmy  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Editor 


East  Central  Community 
College’s  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of 
Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  inter- 
national honor  society  of  the 
two-year  college,  is  off  to  a 
great  start  for  2003. 

Each  year,  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
chapters  from  all  over  the 
Mississippi/Louisiana  Region 
come  together  to  fellowship 
with  one  another. 

Fourteen  Theta  Xi  mem- 
bers and  three  advisors  were 
in  attendance  at  the  MS/LA 
Regional  Convention,  which 
was  held  February  7-8  at 
Jones  County  Junior  College 
in  Ellisville. 

Throughout  the  convention, 
all  in  attendance  were  treated 
to  many  wonderful  speakers, 
ranging  from  cancer  survivors 
to  an  international  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  officer. 

Also  making  a presenta- 
tion was  Theta  Xi’s  Jimmy 
Hall,  who  served  as  MS/LA 
Regional  President  for  2002- 
2003.  He  presented  a speech 
on  the  Honors  Study  Topic, 
“Dimensions  and  Directions 
of  Health:  Choices  in  the 
Maze.” 

Everone  was  entertained  by 
the  JCJC  Onstage  Show  Choir, 
a dance,  and  several  other 
exciting  activities.  Theta  Xi 
had  a great  time  conversing 
with  familiar  faces  as  well  as 
meeting  many  new  ones  and 
sharing  ideas  of  implementing 
the  upcoming  year’s  Honors 
Study  Topic. 


When 
it  came 
time  for 
the  awards 
ceremony, 

Theta  Xi 
hoped  to 
take  home 
one  or 
maybe  two 
awards.  As 
they  were 
announced, 

Theta  Xi 
didn’t  hear 
its  name. 

Members 
began  to 
worry.  But 
not  for 
long. 

After  a 
member 
went  up 
to  receive 
Theta 
Xi’s  first 
award,  the 
member 
could  hardly  get  seated  before 
Theta  Xi  would  win  another 
award.  In  all,  Theta  Xi  won 
seven  awards. 

They  included  the  Brother- 
hood Award,  Five  Star  Chap- 
ter Recognition,  Outstanding 
Newsletter  Runner-Up, 

Jimmy  Hall,  Most  Distin- 
guished Student  Runner-Up; 
Christy  Ferguson,  Horizon 
Award  Winner;  Scholarship 
Hallmark  Winner  and  Most 
Outstanding  Chapter  of  the 
Year  Winner.  On  top  of  these 
accolades,  Theta  Xi  was  also 
chosen  to  be  MS/LA  Historian 
for  the  2003-2004  college 


year. 

Although  everyone  worked 
hard  throughout  the  year,  all 
of  the  members  were  blown 
away  by  the  many  awards  that 
Theta  Xi  received.  However, 
things  are  far  from  over  for 
members  of  Theta  Xi.  All 
members  are  hard  at  work 
saving  money  and  seeking 
donations  for  the  upcom- 
ing trip  to  the  International 
Convention  in  Anaheim, 
California.  Nine  members 
and  two  advisors  are  planning 
to  attend.  Theta  Xi  hopes  to 
bring  home  an  award  or  two 
from  this  convention  as  well. 


The  Tom-Tom 


Destructive  Decisions: 
A Mother  Speaks  Out 

by  Vickie  Powe 
and  Jenna  Talbert 
Tom  Tom  reporters 


On  February  20,  2003, 

Meridian  native  Stephanie 
Denham  addressed  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  stu- 
dents on  behalf  of  the  Mothers 
Against  Drunk  Driving  orga- 
nization. She  spoke  of  her  own 
loss  from  drunk  driving  and 
the  extreme  effects  that  it  has 
had  on  her  and  her  family. 

Almost  twelve  years  ago, 

Denham  lost  her  nine-year-old 
daughter,  Lorien,  in  a car  acci- 
dent caused  by  a drunk  driver. 

Denham  said  on  March  24, 

1991,  Lorien  and  her  father 
were  on  their  way  to  a soccer 
game,  one  of  Lorien’s  passions, 
when  at  a red  light,  they  were 
struck  by  an  automobile  trav- 
eling almost  65  miles  per  hour. 

The  driver  had  been  drunk  for 
two  days. 

Denham  also  told  how  Lorien 
Denham  was  a miracle  baby 
from  the  beginning.  The  doc- 
tors all  said  that  she  would 
never  happen.  However, 

Stephanie  Denham  proved 
those  doctors  wrong  when 
she  gave  birth  to  the  perfect 
Lorien. 

Lorien  was  a very  gifted 
child.  She  was  talking  in  com- 
plete sentences  at  the  age  of 
one,  reading  and  comprehend- 
ing at  age  four,  and  doing 
algebra  in  the  third  grade.  She 
had  an  incredibly  bright  future 
ahead  of  her. 

The  driver  that  stole  this 
future  had  three  prior  DUIs 
and  also  served  time  for  rob- 
bery. At  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent, he  was  wanted  for  parole 
violations.  His  careless  actions 
cost  Lorien  her  life,  her  father 
several  broken  bones,  and  her 
family,  including  her  younger 
sister,  a lifetime  of  pain. 

The  automobile  struck  the 
Denhams  on  the  passenger 
side.  Lorien  suffered  a mul- 
titude of  severe  injuries.  She 
lost  her  right  eye  and  kidney. 

Her  pelvis  and  elbows  were 
crushed  and  her  liver  lacer- 
ated. Her  face  and  skull  were 
also  shattered,  leaving  the 
doctors  with  no  choice  but  to 
loosely  wire  the  fragments  to 
accommodate  the  swelling 
of  her  brain.  The  damage  to 
Lorien’s  face  was  so  dramatic 
that  the  doctors  literally  had  to 
piece  her  nose  back  together 
in  order  to  place  a drainage 
tube  down  her  throat.  Lorien 
underwent  a massive  amount 
of  surgery,  but  was  left  in  a 
coma  for  five  days.  On  March 
29, 1991,  Lorien  died. 

Come  Worship  With  Us! 

Baptist  Student  Union 

Activities: 

Monday:  Worship  service  at  8:31  p.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 
Tuesday:  Girls  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  BSU  Center  and 
Guys  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  Upper  Room  (enter 
the  door  to  the  left  of  the  Grill  entrance 
near  the  Bookstore) 

Wednesday:  Lunch  Encounter  at  Noon 
in  the  BSU  Center 

Thursday:  Bible  Study  at  7 :15  a.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 
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Staff  members  include  editor  iimmy  Mall,  assistant  editor  Drew  Kcnna,  and  Joshua  Hall.  Vicki  Powe,  Jenna 
Talbert,  and  Connie  Smith.  Sponsors  are  Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 


So  many  times,  the  families 
of  the  victims  of  drunk  driv- 
ers are  left  without  justice 
being  served.  However,  for  the 
Denham  family,  justice  was 
done.  The  driver  was  convicted 
of  DUI  manslaughter  and  neg- 
ligence in  the  maiming  of  Mr. 
Denham.  He  received  a total  of 
thirty  years  in  prison,  which  he 
will  fully  serve,  due  only  to  his 
prior  convictions  and  parole 
violations. 

“We  did  get  justice  in  the 
court  system,  but  we  are  in  the 
few,”  said  Mrs.  Denham. 

Though  they  did  receive  a 
small  amount  of  closure,  the 
Denham  family  still  struggles 
to  find  a new  “normal.” 

Mrs.  Denham  stated,  “Noth- 
ing is  ever  normal  again.  You 
just  have  to  learn,  with  the 
Lord’s  help,  a new  normal.” 

Every  day  is  a battle  to 
move  on  with  their  lives. 

Each  member  of  the  family 
questions  their  role  in  their 
“new”  family.  This  has  been 
especially  hard  for  Sarah,  the 
younger  daughter,  as  she  won- 
ders where  she  fits  in. 

The  Denham  family  was 
robbed  of  a lifetime  of  memo- 
ries. They  will  never  see  Lorien 
graduate  from  high  school, 
get  married  or  have  a family. 
Every  holiday  they  are  faced 
with  the  reality  of  an  empty 
chair  at  the  table.  However, 
the  Lord  does  provide  comfort. 

Mrs.  Denham  said,  “I’m 
forty-five  years  old  and  its 
taken  me  a long  time  to  real- 
ize that  I’m  not  moving  farther 
from  Lorien,  I’m  growing 
closer.” 

This  tragedy  and  the  many 
others  like  it,  happen  every 
twenty-eight  minutes  of  every 
day.  This  does  not  have  to  be  a 
reality.  Choose  the  smart  alter- 
native of  a designated  driver. 
However,  a designated  driver 
is  not  the  person  who  has  had 
the  least  amount  to  drink, 
rather  the  person  who  has  had 
none. 

Think  about  your  mother 
and  father.  Think  about  your 
sister  and  brother.  Think 
about  your  girlfriend,  boy- 
friend, or  spouse.  Think  about 
the  fifty  people  that  eveiy  one 
death  affects.  It  can  happen  to 
you;  no  one  is  immune  to  the 
effects  of  drunk  driving  and  its 
consequences.  Remember,  not 
every  victim  dies.  So  be  smart 
and  make  a difference  in  your 
family,  in  your  community, 
in  your  life,  and  in  the  lives 
of  others.  Always  remember, 
“Friends  don’t  let  friends  drive 
drunk.” 
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EC  sophomore  loves  being  a youth  minister 


by  Vickie  Powe 
Tom  Tom  reporter 

We’ve  all  heard  the  myths 
about  today’s  youth.  They  never 
listen.  They  all  do  drugs  and 
binge  drink.  They  are  all  bad 
people  who  will  never  amount 
to  anything,  other  than  caus- 
ing trouble.  However,  contrary 
to  popular  belief,  all  of  today’s 
youth  are  not  headed  towards  a 
bad  end.  One  shining  example 
is  East  Central  Community 
College  sophomore  Nathan 
Stamper  of  Decatur. 

Nathan,  who  surrendered  to 
preach  during  the  summer  of 
1998,  was  recently  licensed  to 
preach  at  Clarke-Venable  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Decatur. 

When  asked  about  his  experi- 
ence, Stamper  replied,  “You 
must  give  your  life  to  the  Lord. 
Just  say  ‘Here  I am,  use  me.’  It 
was  just  a huge  burden  gone- 
kind  of  like  the  Jonah  story.” 

In  addition  to  being  licensed  to 
preach,  Stamper  has  also  been 
a youth  minister  at  Sebastopol 
Baptist  Church  since  September. 

When  asked  about  the  posi- 
tives of  teaching  young  people, 
Stamper  replied,  “I  love  it.  It’s 
so  exciting  and  rewarding,  espe- 
cially when  they  understand 
something  and  are  influenced  in 
a positive  way.” 

However,  things  are  not 
always  easy. 

“Like  any  other  teens,  they 
sometimes  don’t  pay  attention 
and  I feel  like  I’m  not  getting 
through  to  them.  That  is  the 
most  frustrating  part,”  said 
Stamper. 

This  summer,  Stamper  will 
take  his  youth  group  to  a camp 
at  which  he  will  serve  as  a Bible 
study  leader. 

In  May,  Stamper  will  graduate 
from  East  Central  Community 
College.  However,  unlike  many 
of  his  peers  preparing  for  State 

Smith  joins 

Ann 
Smith 
of  Deca- 
tur was 
recently 
named 
secretary 
in  the 
Office  of 
Admis- 
Ann  Smith  sions, 

Records  and 

Research  at  East  Central  Com- 
munity College. 

Prior  to  joining  the  ECCC  staff, 
Smith  was  employed  at  La-Z- 
Boy  South  in  Newton  as  a cycle 


or  Ole  Miss,  he  will  be  preparing 
for  Hannibal  La  Grange  College 
in  Hannibal,  Missouri. 

When  asked  why  Missouri,  -v 
Stamper  said,  “I  just  feel  led. 

It’s  like  that’s  where  I’m  sup- 
posed to  be.” 

He  added,  “I  am  a die-hard 
Dawg!  If  I had  my  way,  I’d  be 
State-bound  majoring  in  some- 
thing, but  I have  to  go  the  way 
the  Lord  leads  me.” 

However,  there  are  certain 
downsides  to  going  to  school 
so  far  away.  First,  Nathan  will 
have  to  leave  his  “kids.” 

“Not  knowing  their  future  is 
the  hardest  part,”  said  Nathan. 

Second,  he  will  have  to  leave 
his  home  church. 

“The  loss  of  their  voiced  prayer 
support  will  be  the  hardest 
part,”  he  said.  “It’s  so  nice  to 
hear  someone  say  that  he  or  she 
is  praying  for  you.” 

Next,  he  will  have  to  leave  his 
parents  and  friends  behind. 

“At  first,  my  parents  wondered 
why  Missouri,  but  they  knew 
that  I would  ultimately  have 
to  do  what  God  told  me  to  do. 
They  have  been  very  support- 
ive in  all  of  my  decisions,”  said 
Stamper. 

Finally,  he  will  have  to  find  a 
new  church  and  settle  in. 

When  Nathan  was  asked  if  he 
would  seek  a leadership  role 
in  his  new  church,  he  said,  “I 
would  like  to  find  one,  but  it  just 
depends  on  how  the  Lord  leads 
me.  Maybe  I’ll  even  be  on  gar- 
bage pick-up.  Who  knows?  Ido 
know  that  I will  settle  in  first!” 

While  at  East  Central,  Stamper 
has  been  very  involved  in  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU). 

He  is  one  of  the  Bible  study 
leaders  and  a member  of  the 
executive  council.  Nathan  looks 
at  the  BSU  as  a refuge,  a place 
to  go  to  get  away  from  life  for  a 
while. 

He  said  of  the  BSU,  “I  know 
that  many  think  we  are  a bunch 

ECCC  staff 

counter.  She  also  spent  12  years 
as  a customer  service  represen- 
tative at  Apache  Products  in 
Union  prior  to  the  plant’s  clos- 
ing. Smith  is  also  a former  col- 
lection clerk  for  Rush  Medical 
Group  in  Newton. 

A graduate  of  Decatur  High 
School,  she  received  her  Associ- 
ate in  Applied  Science  degree 
in  Secretarial  Science  from  East 
Central  Community  College  in 
1983. 

She  and  her  husband,  Bobby, 
reside  in  Decatur  and  attend 
Clarke-Venable  Baptist  Church. 


Fine  Arts  Festival  Scheduled  March  31 
in  EC’s  Ovid  S.  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center 


The  second  annual  East 
Central  Community  College 
Fine  Arts  Festival  will  be  held 
Monday,  March  31,  in  the  Ovid 
S.  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center. 

Activities  begin  at  7 p.m.  with 
a performance  by  the  Concert 
Choir,  directed  by  Len  Bobo 
with  accompaniment  provided 


by  Leesa  Wilkinson. 

The  juried  Spring  Art  Show 
officially  gets  underway  at  8 
p.m.  and  features  artwork  from 
students  of  instructor  Bruce 
Guraedy. 

There  is  no  charge  for  admis- 
sion and  refreshments  will  be 
served. 


Wesley  Foundation 
Lunch  and  Devotional 

Tuesdays  • 10:45  a.m. 
Wesley  Foundation  Room 
South  Campus 


Wellness  Programs  Offered  By 
The  Student  Health  Center 

April  14 
"Blood  Prive" 

Sponsored  by  United  Blood  Services 
Blood  Mobile  will  be  in  the  Mall  Area 
S a.w.  to  3 p.m. 


East  Central  sophomore  Nathan  Stamper  of  Decatur  greets 
members  of  his  youth  group  prior  to  services  at  Sebastopol  Baptist 
Church. 


of  hypocrites,  but  I think  that 
they  are  wrong.  Mostly,  it’s 
those  who  do  not  come  who  are 
saying  those  things  about  us.” 

Over  spring  break,  several 
members  of  the  BSU  will  be 
traveling  to  Vermont  on  a mis- 
sion trip.  Here  in  the  “Bible 
Belt,”  we  don’t  think  about 
people  not  knowing  anything 
about  God,  but  in  Vermont, 
most  people  have  never  heard 
of  God. 

Stamper  said,  “They  are  not 
atheists;  they’ve  just  never 
heard  the  Gospel  and  do  not 
really  believe  anything.  It’s  a 
very  daunting  task,  but  God  will 
take  care  of  us  and  provide  a 
way. 

“Witnessing  to  someone  is  a 
very  delicate  procedure.  Don’t 
contradict  their  faith— accent 
our  faith.  Tell  them  the  truth 
about  the  real  path  to  heaven. 
It’s  all  very  touchy,  and  it’s  so 
easy  to  offend  someone.  Also, 
it’s  difficult  to  explain  our  faith 
to  them  when  they  know  the 
tenets  of  their  religion  so  much 
better  than  we  know  ours.  The 
only  thing  we  are  able  to  do 
many  times  is  plant  a seed  and 


pray  that  the  Lord  will  bring 
understanding  in  His  time.” 

A person  can  only  imagine  the 
immense  pressure  that  Stamper, 
or  any  preacher,  must  be  under. 
Just  being  a Christian,  a person 
is  scrutinized  by  the  world.  It’s 
almost  as  if  the  world  is  waiting 
on  a Christian  to  falter  so  they 
can  be  called  a hypocrite. 

When  asked  how  he  felt  about 
his  calling,  Nathan  said,  “It  is  a 
really  unique  calling  that  is  dif- 
ficult to  live  up  to.  People  put 
preachers  on  a pedestal,  but  I 
sin.  I do  the  same  things  every- 
one else  does.  I am  supposed  to 
be  special,  but  I’m  no  different 
than  them.” 

So,  people  can  believe  all  of 
the  myths  about  the  up  and 
coming  generation  they  want. 
Just  look  around  and  see  the 
many  wonderful  young  people 
God  has  put  right  in  our  own 
community. 

And  if  you  believe  in  the  power 
of  prayer,  pray  for  Nathan  and 
the  BSU  missionaries  as  they 
venture  into  an  unknown  place 
and  carry  the  glory  of  God’s 
word  to  those  who  need  it  most. 


Receive  ECCC  Humanitites  Division  Honor 

Social  science  instructor  Marcus  McCool  (left)  and  sophomore 
liberal  arts  major  Charles  Wood,  both  of  Louisville,  were  recently 
selected  East  Central  Community  College’s  Outstanding  Humani- 
ties Division  Faculty  Member  and  Student,  respectively,  and  repre- 
sented the  College  at  the  14th  annual  Natchez  Literary  and  Cinema 
Celebration.  Both  were  also  designated  as  William  Winters  Schol- 
ars for  2003,  named  in  honor  of  the  former  Mississippi  Governor 
who  has  served  as  director  of  proceedings  at  the  Celebration  since 
it  began  in  1990.  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College,  the  Natchez 
National  Historical  Park,  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Archives 
and  History,  and  Alcorn  State  University  serve  as  Celebration  spon- 


sors. 

Sigma  Sigma  M 

by  Jaclyn  Evans 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

Students  in  East  Central  Com- 
munity College’s  Sigma  Sigma 
Mu  Tau  medical  club  recently 
traveled  to  Jackson  where  they 
were  given  the  opportunity  to 
tour  specific  areas  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi  Medical 
Center. 

Club  advisor  Ron  Davis,  who 
serves  as  Chairman  of  the  Sci- 
ence Department  and  science 
instructor,  accompanied  the 
members  on  the  trip. 

When  students  arrived  they 
were  divided  up  according 
to  major  fields  of  study  such 
as  pre-medicine,  pharmacy, 
nursing,  surgical  technology, 
occupational  therapy,  physical 


Tau  Tours  UMC 

therapy,  dentistry  and  medi- 
cal technology.  An  appointed 
worker  from  each  area  led  the 
different  groups  on  their  tours 
and  informed  them  of  what  to 
expect  if  they  were  to  attend  the 
UM  Medical  Center.  They  also 
answered  any  questions  or  con- 
cerns students  had  about  their 
particular  fields. 

Christy  Fedrick,  a pre-medi- 
cine student,  said,  “My  trip  to 
UMC  proved  to  be  interesting 
and  most  informative.  I gained  a 
lot  of  insight  on  medical  school 
admissions,  teaching  techniques 
and  what  a medical  student’s  life 
is  like  for  the  first  four  years.” 

For  more  information  about 
joining  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau, 
contact  Ron  Davis  at  635-2111, 
ext.  222. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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SPORTS 

ECCC  Lady  Warriors,  Warriors  finish  season  with  winning  records 


Miranda  Rosar  fights  for  possession  of  the  basketball 
with  Delta’s  Lawanda  Stewart  during  the  Lady  War- 
riors’ 61-51  loss  to  the  Lady  Trojans  in  first-round  action 
of  the  MACJC  State  Basketball  Tournament  held  at 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College  in  Wesson. 


East  Central  Community 
College’s  Lady  Warriors  and 
Warriors  completed  season 
action  following  first-round 
defeats  in  the  2003  Region  23 
Community/ Junior  College 
Basektball  Tournament  held 
March  3-6  at  Mississippi  College 
in  Clinton. 

The  Lady  Warriors  dropped 
a 70-66  decision  to  Southwest 
Mississippi  Community  College 
in  women’s  action  on  Tuesday, 
March  4,  a day  after  the  War- 
riors’ 78-59  loss  to  Holmes 
Community  College. 

Freshman  Monique  Over- 
street,  a product  of  South  Leake 
High  School,  led  EC  with  12 
points.  Also  scoring  were  Tame- 
kia  Foley  of  Newton  County,  10; 
Ebone’e  Leverette  of  Forest  and 
Lenore  Gray  of  Newton,  eight 
each;  Miranda  Rosar  of  Neshoba 
Central  and  Kimyatta  Viverette 
of  Lake,  seven  each;  Britney 
Burks  of  Scott  Central,  six;  Patsy 
McKee  of  Forest,  five;  and  Elyse 
Willis  of  Neshoba  Central,  three. 

Nakeya  Downing  of  Amite, 

La.,  had  23  points  to  lead  South- 
west. 

EC  held  a 29-27  advantage  at 
halftime. 

The  Lady  Warriors,  led  by 
second-year  head  coach  Brad 


Hodge,  finished  the  season  with 
a 15-11  record. 

Sophomore  Corey  Hornsby, 
a former  standout  at  Istrouma 
High  School  in  Baton  Rouge, 

La.,  had  22  points  to  lead  the 
Warriors.  Other  point  makers 
were  Dewayne  Hughes  of  Sebas- 
topol, 12;  Demario  Qualls  of 
Newton,  eight;  Brandon  Mason 
of  North  Dale  High  School  in 
Baton  Rouge,  seven;  Donzell 
Crenshaw  of  Ridgeway  High 


School  in  Memphis,  six;  Des- 
mond Jones  of  Neshoba  Central, 
three;  and  Jamaal  Martin  of 
Northeast  Lauderdale,  two. 

Marcus  Hines  had  13  points  to 
lead  Holmes. 

The  Warriors,  led  by  second- 
year  head  coach  Billy  Smith, 
completed  season  action  with  a 
15-12  mark. 

The  Pearl  River  women  and 
Northwest  men  captured  the 
regional  championships. 


STATE  TOURNEY  RESULTS 

The  Warriors  defeated  Holmes 
Community  College  69-69  in 
first-round  action  of  the  MACJC 
State  Tournament  and  were 
clipped  99-97  in  overtime  by 
Northwest  Mississippi  Commu- 
nity College  in  the  semi-finals. 

In  the  contest  with  Holmes, 
Hornsby  led  EC  scorers  with  22 
points.  Also  scoring  were  Qualls, 
14;  Crenshaw,  11;  Jones,  10; 
Mason,  eight;  and  Martin,  four. 

Marcus  Hines  led  Holmes  with 
17  points. 

The  Bulldogs  held  a 31-26 
advantage  at  halftime. 

In  the  overtime  loss  to  North- 
west, Crenshaw’s  driving  lay-up 
as  time  expired  missed  the  mark 
and  sent  the  Rangers  to  the 
finals  against  eventual  cham- 
pion Pearl  River.  Crenshaw  sent 
the  contest  to  the  extra  period 
after  his  two  free  throws  knotted 
the  score  at  85-85  at  the  end  of 
regulation. 

Hornsby  was  again  the  lead- 
ing scorer  for  East  Central,  as 
he  pumped  in  32  points.  Other 
point  makers  were  Crenshaw, 

21;  Dewayne  Hughes  of  Sebasto- 
pol and  Qualls,  14  each;  Mason, 
12;  and  Martin  and  Jones,  two 
each. 

Antonio  Shaw  of  Abbeville 


and  Reggie  Gaddis  of  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  had  21  points  each  to 
lead  Northwest. 

The  Rangers  led  44-37  at  half- 
time. 

EC’s  women  fell  61-51  to  Mis- 
sissippi Delta  in  first-round 
action. 

Foley  led  the  Lady  Warriors 
with  21  points.  Also  scoring 
were  Adrian  Washington  of  Car- 
rollton (Ala.)  High  School,  nine; 


Rosar,  six;  McKee,  five;  Viver- 
ette and  Leverette,  four  each; 
and  Burks,  two. 

Kiona  Williams  had  13  points 
to  lead  the  Lady  Trojans. 

Delta  held  a 32-22  advantage 
at  the  break. 

Co-Lin,  which  served  as  tour- 
nament host,  defeated  South- 
west to  win  the  women’s  state 
title. 


Corey  Hornsby  launches  a three-pointer  in  the  War- 
riors’ 69-63  win  over  Holmes  Community  College  in 
first-round  action  of  the  MACJC  State  Basketball  Tour- 
nament. 


Hornsby,  Foley  agree  hard  work  is  the  key  to  winning 


East  Central  Community 
College  sophomore  basketball 
players  Corey  Hornsby  of  Baton 
Rouge  and  Tamekia  Foley  of 
Hickory,  who  are  the  leading 
scorers  for  their  respective 
teams,  both  admit  that  hard 
work  and  practice  are  the  keys 
to  being  a good  player. 

“My 
advice 
to  young 
kids  who 
want  to 
play  ball 
would 
be  to 
prac- 
tice,” 
said 
Horn- 
sby. 

“That  and  hard  work  are  the 
biggest  things.  That  makes  you 
better.” 

Foley  added,  “I  would  tell 
them  to  work  hard  for  anything 
they  wanted  to  do.” 

Hornsby  came  to  East  Central 
from  Istrouma  High  School  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.,  where  he  was 
selected  All-District,  District 
Most  Valuable  Player  and  Hon- 
orable Mention  All-State. 

During  his  freshman  season  at 
East  Central,  he  was  named  All- 
State  and  was  the  team’s  leading 
scorer. 

Hornsby  has  been  the  lead- 
ing scorer  this  year  also  and  his 
best  game  was  the  first  game  of 
the  season.  It  was  also  his  most 
memorable. 

“The  first  game  of  the  season 
when  I scored  40  points  would 
have  to  be  my  most  memo- 
rable,” said  Hornsby.  “I  knew 
I had  scored  a lot,  but  I didn’t 
know  how  much.  After  I found 
out,  I was  shocked,  but  very 
excited.” 

And  what  does  Hornsby  think 
about  being  the  leading  scorer? 

“It’s  great,”  said  Hornsby. 

“But,  it  puts  a lot  on  your  shoul- 
ders because  every  night,  the 
team’s  defensive  strategy  is 
more  focused  on  you.  You  have 
to  know  how  to  get  the  team 
involved.” 

Foley 
is  a 
prod- 
uct of 
Newton 
County 
High 
School 
where 
she  was 
named 

Tamekia  Foley  All-Dis- 
trict, 

All- 

State,  Most  Valuable  Player, 
^Best  Offensive  Player  and 
received  the  Rebound  Award. 


Foley  said  her  most  memo- 
rable game  was  last  season. 

“My  most  memorable  game 
was  last  year  wtyen  we  played 
Co-Lin  at  Home  for  our  last 
game  and  we  won,”  said  Foley. 

Hornsby  has  been  playing 
basketball  since  he  joined  a 
recreational  team  when  he  was 
nine  years  old.  Throughout  the 
years,  he  said  his  dad  has  been 
his  biggest  influence. 


for  me,”  Foley  said.  “She  would 
make  trips  home  to  watch  me 
play  and  when  I had  a bad  atti- 
tude about  the  game,  she  would 
always  tell  me  to  keep  playing 
and  never  quit.” 

So  what’s  the  hardest  part  of 
the  game  these  two  top  players? 

The  hardest  part  of  basketball 
for  Hornsby  is  playing  injured, 
although  he’s  been  very  lucky 
when  it  comes  to  that 


“I  used  to  always  go  and  watch 
him  play  ball,”  Hornsby  said. 
“And  he  has  always  supported 
me  and  likes  to  see  me  play.  He 
would  like  to  see  me  go  farther 
with  my  basketball  career.” 

Foley  has  been  playing  since 
she  was  a part  of  a summer 
league  team  in  Hickory  at  age 
seven  and  said  her  biggest  influ- 
ence has  been  her  aunt,  Violet 
Broach. 

“She  has  always  been  there 


“I  had  a sprained  MCL  (Medial 
Collateral  Ligament)  last  season 
and  last  week  I bruised  my 
elbow  during  the  state  tourna- 
ment,” said  Hornsby.  “I  knew 
when  I sprained  my  MCL  that 
it  wasn’t  something  I could  just 
walk  off.  But  luckily,  I only  had 
to  sit  out  one  game.” 

For  Foley,  it’s  not  the  actual 
game  that’s  tough,  but  the  con- 
ditioning. 

“Basketball  is  not  that  tough,” 


2003  SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 

(remaining  games) 

MARCH 

20 

Southwest 

Summit  1 p.m. 

22 

Meridian 

Meridian  11  a.m. 

24 

East  MS 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

26 

Holmes 

Goodman  1 p.m. 

28-29 

Northeast  Tourney  Booneville  TBA 

APRIL 

1 

Hinds 

Raymond  1 p.m. 

3 

Southwest 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

8 

Meridian 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

12 

East  MS 

Scooba  11  a.m. 

14 

Holmes 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

16 

Hinds 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

21 

Pearl  River 

Poplarville  1 p.m. 

26-27  State  Tourney  TBA  TBA 

MAY 

4-5 

Region  Tourney  TBA  TBA 

All  Games  Are  Double-Headers 

2003  Warrior  Baseball  Schedule 

(remaining  games) 

March 

19 

Southwest 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

22 

Northeast 

Booneville  2 p.m. 

25 

Meridian 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

29 

Hinds 

Raymond  1 p.m. 

31 

East  MS 

Decatur  6:30  p.m.  (S) 

April 

1 

Co-Lin 

Wesson  4 p.m. 

5 

Holmes 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

8 

East  MS 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

12 

Meridian 

Meridian  1 p.m. 

15 

Hinds 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

18 

Co-Lin 

Decatur  1 p.m. 

23 

Holmes 

Goodman  4 p.m. 

26 

East  MS 

Scooba  1 p.m. 

Corey  Hornsby 


she  said.  “It’s  the  conditioning. 
There’s  a lot  more  of  it  here  than 
in  high  school.  It  makes  you 
want  to  quit.  But  I’m  not  a quit- 
ter. And  it’s  worth  it  when  you 
get  to  game  time.” 

Hornsby  said  the  best  part  of 
the  game  for  him  is  winning  and 
playing  in  front  of  a crowd. 

“Winning  is  the  best,”  said 
Hornsby.  “And  when  you  are 
playing  in  front  of  a crowd  and 
you  dunk  the  ball  or  make  a 


tough  shot  and  hear  the  crowd 
call  your  name,  that’s  great.” 

For  Foley,  it’s  the  games. 

“The  games  are  the  best,”  she 
said.  “The  conditioning  is  crazy 
sometimes,  but  the  games  are 
the  best.” 

When  asked  who  they  would 
pick  to  be  on  their  “dream 
team,”  Hornsby  picked  mainly 
the  pros  and  Foley  picked 
mostly  EC  alums. 

Hornsby  said,  “First  I would 


have  to  pick  my  cousin,  Bran- 
don Mason  (who  also  plays  for 
the  Warriors),  and  then  I would 
take  Tracy  McGrady  (Orlando), 
Alan  Iverson  (Philadephia)  and 
Shaq  (Shaquile  O’Neill-Los 
Angeles). 


See  Winning,  page  4 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


Would  you  rather  attend  a major  university  where  you  get  more  opportunities,  more 
quality  programs,  a more  prestigious  faculty? 

Does  a small  campus  have  more  appeal?  One  where  you'd  find  a strong  sense  of 
community,  where  it’s  easier  to  build  close  relationships,  and  facilities  and  activities  are 
more  accessible  to  you? 

Would  you  like  to  attend  a university  that  is  a leader  in  the  fields  of  science  or  education? 
Nursing  or  the  arts? 

Would  you  like  your  alma  mater  to  be  home  to  athletic  teams  that  earn  national 
attention  or  would  you  be  more  interested  in  one  that  is  host  to  one  of  the  top 
International  Studies  programs  in  the  country? 

Suppose  you  could  find  one  school  that  offers  you  all  of  these  advantages  and  more. 
Southern  Miss  is  that  university. 

©The  JSM  Office  of  Admissions  invites  you  to  schedule  a visit  to  Southern  Miss 
by  calling  us  at  (601)  266  5000  or  e mailing  us  at  admissions@usm.edu. 

www.usm.edu  AA/EOE/ADAI  ppswois...  <m 
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Foreman  is  always  on  call! 


Electrical  work  is  just  one  of  the 
many  jobs  Adam  Foreman  does  as 
supervisor  of  the  night  shift  of  mainte- 
nance. 


by  Jimmy  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Editor 

We’ve  all  heard  in  that  clas- 
sic song  that  if  “there’s  some- 
thing strange,  and  it  don’t  look 
good,  who  are  you  gonna  call? 
GHOSTBUSTERS!” 

At  East  Central  Community 
College,  faculty  and  students 
don’t  call  Ghostbusters,  but  they 
can  call  Adam  Foreman. 

Who  is  Adam  Foreman?  Fore- 
man supervises  the  second  shift 
of  maintenance  on  the  Decatur 
campus.  That  means  if  anyone 
has  any  problems  from  2 until 
10:30  p.m.,  Adam  is  going  to  be 
the  miracle  worker. 

He  not  only  works  during  the 
evening,  but  also  stays  on  call 
throughout  the  night.  From  the 
smallest  to  the  largest  problem 

.dam  is  the  guy  for  the  job. 

A Little  Rock  native,  Foreman 
began  his  career  at  East  Central 
Community  College  in  1998, 
the  summer  following  his  high 
school  graduation.  He  started 
out  by  working  on  the  grounds 
crew  and  has  been  at  the  College 
ever  since. 

In  the  fall  of  1998,  Adam 
enrolled  at  East  Central  as  a 
liberal  arts  major.  He  graduated 
in  the  spring  of  2000  and  then 
enrolled  in  the  College’s  Heating 
and  Air  Conditioning  Technol- 
ogy Program.  He  completed  the 
program  in  the  spring  of  2002. 

Following  the  completion  of 
this  program,  Adam  began  his 
job  as  supervisor  of  the  night 
shift. 

Adam  is  not  the  only  one  from 
his  family  to  find  a career  at 
East  Central.  His  brother  and 
father  are  also  employed  at  the 


College. 

His  dad,  Alton  Foreman, 
drives  the  College’s  MCI  charter 
bus  and  also  works  on  the  day 
shift.  His  brother,  Artie  Fore- 
man, is  the  maintenance  super- 
visor over  the  day  shift. 

When  asked  if  having  family 
members  working  at  East  Cen- 
tral influenced  his  taking  a job 
here,  Adam  said,  “Not  really,  it 
all  just  fell  into  place.” 

Working  on  the  maintenance 
staff  is  not  Foreman’s  only 
position  at  the  College.  He  also 
serves  as  the  dormitory  supervi- 
sor for  Neshoba  Hall  and  as  a 
fill-in  for  the  security  patrol. 

Foreman  also  works  part-time 
with  D and  R Plumbing  Com- 
pany. 


Because  Foreman  serves 
as  the  supervisor  for 
Neshoba  Hall,  he  and  his 
wife,  Dana,  who  were  mar- 
ried in  August  2002,  now 
live  in  a College  apartment 
located  in  the  residence 
hall. 

When  asked  how  his  wife 
likes  living  on  campus, 
Adam  said,  “Well,  she 
didn’t  really  think  that 
she’d  like  it  to  begin  with, 
but  now  she  does.” 

Also,  when  asked  about 
what  he  and  Dana  thought 
of  people  calling  for  him 
to  come  repair  things  at 
all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  Adam  said  that  it 
really  wasn’t  that  big  of  a 
problem.  He  said  that  since 
Dana  is  in  nursing  school, 
she’s  always  busy  studying 
and  working  on  schoolwork 
so  it  wasn’t  too  much  of  a 
nuisance. 

With  a busy  schedule  like 
Foreman’s,  one  would  think  that 
the  day  would  grow  very  tire- 
some. But  Foreman  said  that  it 
is  the  people  that  he  works  with 
that  make  his  job  worthwhile. 

Everyone  always  takes  for 
granted  the  luxuries  of  modern 
day  life  like  hot  showers,  heated 
and  cooled  rooms  and  electric- 
ity, just  to  name  a few.  When 
something  happens  to  these 
overlooked  “necessities”,  we 
panic.  We  think  we  can’t  survive 
without  them,  but  if  you  live  in 
the  dorms,  don’t  be  afraid.  You 
are  in  safe  hands.  The  next  time 
icicles  are  forming  in  your  dorm 
room  or  the  lights  go  out,  you 
now  know  the  person  that  you 
need  to  call. 


Scholars  Bowl  team  travels  to  Oxford 


by  Vickie  Powe 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 


On  February  21  and  22,  the 
East  Central  Community  College 
Scholar'-s  Bowl  team  ventured 
to  Oxford  for  the  overall  tourna- 
ment. During  this  competition, 
community  and  junior  colleges 
from  all  over  the  state  send 
some  of  their  best  and  brightest 
students  to  compete  for  first- 
place  honors  and  scholarships 
to  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

Although  the  trip  was  safe 
overall,  it  was  not  without  its 
adventures.  First,  the  team 
awoke  to  torrential  rains  and 
flooded  highways.  Next,  after 
several  puzzled  stares  and  the 
motions  of  one  kind  man  on  the 
interstate,  the  team  discovered 
the  van  they  were  riding  in  had 


a flat  tire.  The  flat  was  soon 
repaired  at  everyone’s  favorite 
safe  haven,  Wal-Mart!  Finally, 
the  team  arrived  in  Oxford,  half- 
an-hour  late  but  all  in  one  piece. 

Competition  began  atJtwo 
o’clock  Friday  afternoon  and 
resumed  Saturday  morning, 
with  the  awards  ceremony  on 
Saturday  afternoon.  Although 
East  Central  did  not  place, 

Josh  Jenkins,  a sophomore  and 
second-year  Scholar’s  Bowl 
member,  did  place  among  those 
who  answered  the  most  toss- 
up  questions  correctly.  This 
placement  earned  Josh  a $1200 
scholarship  to  Ole  Miss. 

Throughout  the  year,  the  team 
attended  competitions  at  Jones 
Junior  College  and  Meridian 
Community  College.  These 
tournaments  are  simply  to  ready 
teams  for  Ole  Miss.  When  asked 


how  to  better  prepare  next 
year’s  team,  the  team  members 
agreed  that  sophomore  level 
courses  were  definitely  an  asset, 
as  well  as  having  team  members 
with  a broad  base  of  knowledge 
from  the  beginning. 

Although  the  Scholar’s  Bowl 
team,  lead  by  Dr.  Linda  Lane, 
had  two  teams  and  one  alternate 
this  year,  East  Central  was  only 
allowed  to  bring  one  team  and 
one  alternate  to  Ole  Miss— Josh 
Jenkins,  Drew  Henry,  Vickie 
Powe,  Jeremy  Gibbs,  and  Amy 
Haralson. 

Of  the  nine  team  members 
from  this  year,  only  five  will  par- 
ticipate in  Scholar’s  Bowl  next 
year.  Good  luck  to  Dr.  Lane  and 
her  future  team  and  best  wishes 
at  all  of  their  competitions  next 
year! 


ECCC  SIFE  students  learning  leadership, 
teamwork  and  communication  skills 


Possessing  good  leadership 
skills,  having  the  ability  to  work 
with  a team  and  knowing  how  to 
communicate  are  qualities  that 
most  any  employer  would  value. 
And  at  East  Central  Community 
College,  the  SIFE  (Students  in 
Free  Enterprise)  club  teaches 
those  same  skills. 

Wanda  Hurley,  SIFE  advisor, 
said,  “The  mission  of  SIFE  is  to 
provide  college  students  with 
the  best  opportunity  to  develop 
leadership,  teamwork  and  com- 
munication skills  through  learn- 
ing, practicing  and  teaching  the 
principles  of  free  enterprise.” 

Each  year,  SIFE  students  are 
involved  in  various  projects  that 
help  build  the  aforementioned 
skills.  Recent  projects  include 
teaching  ethics  lessons  to  an 
honors  class  at  Union  High 
School  and  assisting  students  in 
English  as  a Second  Language 


(ESL)  classes  with  job  applica- 
tions. 

“By  participating  in  these 
projects,  students  are  able  to 
develop  their  leadership  and 
communication  skills,”  Hurley 
said.  “And  they  are  learning 
about  teamwork  because  they 
work  together  on  each  assign- 
ment.” ■ 

Each  year,  SIFE  participates 
in  Regional  Competition  where 
they  are  responsible  for  a writ- 
ten annual  report  and  a verbal 
presentation  aided  by  a power- 
point  presentation. 

“The  members  are  responsible 
for  each  presentation,”  said 
Hurley.  “This  year  we  will  be 
competing  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
on  April  1.” 

Regional  competition  is  just 
the  first  level.  Winners  advance 
to  international  competition  in 
Kansas  City,  Mo. 


East  Central’s  SIFE  organi- 
zation has  won  its  region  and 
advanced  to  international  com- 
petition the  past  three  years. 
Last  year’s  group  was  second 
runner-up  at  international  con- 
vention. 

Hurley  said  judges  for  the 
competitions  are  prominent 
business  men  and  women, 
including  the  late  Sam  Walton, 
founder  of  Wal-Mart,  who 
judged  for  many  years.  She  also 
added  that  this  competition  is  a 
great  place  to  find  job  opportu- 
nities. 

Any  East  Central  student 
can  be  a member  of  SIFE. 

By  enrolling  in  the  Business 
Seminar  class,  students  can 
receive  a one-hour  academic 
credit.  For  more  information 
contact  Hurley  at  635-2111, 
ext.  274.  The  email  address  is 
whurley@eccc.edu. 


Those  enrolled  in  Business 
Seminar  for  the  spring  semes- 
ter include  (seated,  from  left) 
Avery  Darby  of  Forest,  Andy 
Polizzi  of  Meridian,  Lance 
Hall  of  Forest  and  Elizabeth 
Johnson  of  Philadelphia; 
and  (standing,  from  left) 

Billy  McBeath  of  Union,  Josh 
Jenkins  of  Carthage,  Charles 
Wood  of  Louisville  and  Lucas 
Pope  of  Philadelphia. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  Presents  Check 

East  Central  Community  College’s  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college,  presented  a donation  of  $252.75  to  American  Cancer  Society  repre- 
sentative Cassandra  Gibbs  (center),  who  also  serves  as  a registered  nurse  at  Newton  Regional  Hos- 
pital. Funds  were  raised  during  the  honor  society's  “March  for  Breast  Cancer”  walk.  Making  the  pre- 
sentation were  (from  left)  April  McAdory  of  Philadelphia,  president  of  Theta  Xi  Chapter,  Lance  Hall  of 
Forest,  vice  president  for  service,  Gibbs,  and  Theta  Xi  sponsors  Christy  Ferguson  and  Brent  Gregory. 

ASNEC  prepares  for  convention,  helps  habitat 


by  Heather  Cater 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

ASNEC  (Association  of  Student 
Nurses  at  East  Central)  recently 
sponsored  a “Great  Strides”  10 
K walk  for  Cystic  Fibrosis  at 
the  East  Central  Fitness  Trail. 
Students  collected  donations  for 
the  fundraiser  with  a minimum 
of  five  dollars  necessary  to  enter 
the  walk. 

Students  decided  to  raise 
money  for  the  Cystic  Fibrosis 
Foundation  after  hearing  the 
touching  personal  testimony  of 
an  eight-year-old  girl  who  suf- 
fers from  the  disease.  Every  day 
at  least  one  victim  of  CF  dies  and 
approximately  three  babies  are 
borne  with  the  disease. 

All  proceeds  of  the  event  were 
donated  to  the  Cystic  Fibrosis 


Foundation.  Dustin  Addy,  ADN 
student  from  Decatur,  served  as 
the  chairperson  of  the  commit- 
tee that  planned  the  event. 

ADN  students  are  currently 
preparing  for  MOSA  convention 
in  Biloxi  on  March  21,  2003. 
MOSA  is  the  student  organiza- 
tion for  associate  degree  nursing 
students  sponsored  by  MOADN 
(Mississippi  Organization  of 
Associate  Degree  Nursing). 

Beth  Wedgeworth,  ASNEC 
president,  has  been  nominated 
by  faculty  to  be  a candidate 
for  Outstanding  ADN  Student. 
Deanna  Gunn  has  been  selected 
as  a candidate  for  the  Bobbie 
Anderson  Scholarship.  Also, 
Brenda  Kirby,  nursing  instruc- 
tor, has  been  nominated  for  the 
honor  of  ADN  Nurse  Educator  of 
the  Year  at  MOADN  convention. 

ASNEC  will  also  enter  their 


scrapbook  into  the  competition 
at  convention.  ASNEC  members 
would  like  to  share  their  pride  in 
these  candidates  and  wish  them 
the  best  of  luck  at  convention. 

The  Mississippi  Association  of 
Student  Nurses  is  sponsoring  a 
Tool  Drive  to  kick  off  their  par- 
ticipation in  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity. ASNEC  members  are  col- 
lecting tools  and  will  transport 
them  to  a rally  at  Home  Depot  in 
Brandon. 

Following  the  rally  MASN 
Members  will  begin  work  on  a 
Habitat  for  Humanity  home  in 
the  Jackson  area. 

Beth  Wedgeworth,  Bobby 
Martin,  Darlene  Thomas,  and 
Kim  Hancock  are  ASNEC  mem- 
bers who  also  serve  as  MASN 
Board  Members  and  are  gather- 
ing support  for  this  project. 


WINNING,  continued  from  page  3 
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Foley’s  picks  Included  Lady 
Warrior  assistant  coach  Betsy 
Harris,  East  Central  alumni 
Nikki  Lacour  and  Sasha  Lilly 
and  Lady  Warrior  freshman  Rita 
Birden,  who  was  injured  earlier 
in  the  season. 

When  asked  what  athlete  they 
admired  most,  both  Hornsby 
and  Foley  agreed  on  Tracy 
McGrady. 

“I  like  his  type  of  game,”  said 
Hornsby. 

Foley  added,  “He  has  a good 
attitude  and  is  laid  back.” 

Although  he  doesn’t  know 
where  yet,  Hornsby  hopes  to 
continue  his  basketball  career 
and  his  education. 

“After  college,  hopefully  I can 
play  oversees  or  in  the  NBA,” 
Hornsby  said.  “But,  if  not,  then 
I’ll  have  my  degree  and  can  get 
a job.  I’m  really  interested  in 
computers.” 

Foley  also  hopes  to  continue 
her  athletic  career. 

“Hopefully  I can  play  at 
another  school  and  complete  my 
degree  in  sports  medicine,”  she 
said. 

Wherever  these  two  decide  to 
continue  their  education,  it’s 
obvious  they  will  be  missed  at 
East  Central. 

Men’s  head  coach  Billy  Smith 
said,  “Corey  has  been  a two 
year  starter  for  us  and  he  has 
been  highly  instrumental  in  the 
success  that  we’ve  had.  He  will 
leave  as  a two-time  All-State 
performer  and  he  will  be  missed 
immensely.” 

When  asked  about  Foley, 
women’s  head  coach  Brad 
Hodge  said,  “I  am  very  proud  of 
her  for  her  accomplishments.  I 
have  pushed  her  prob- 
ably harder  than  any  other 
person  over  the  course  of  two 
seasons.  She  never  directly 
complained  nor  lost  focus 
on  what  she  had  to  do  to  get 
better.  As  a result,  we  had 
two  state  tournament  appear- 
ances, two  region  tournament 
appearances,  she  was  selected 
first  team  all-state,  all-region 
tournament,  and  will  play  in 
the  all-star  game  in  April.  She 
will  graduate  and  continue 
her  career  playing  at  a senior 
college.  The  combination  of  all 


those  marks  makes  for  a great1 
career  at  East  Central  and  a 
lot  to  be  proud  of  being  a Lady 
Warrior.” 

Hornsby  is  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Karen  Hornsby  of  Baton 
Rouge.  He  has  one  sister,  Tia 
Hornsby,  and  also  has  a nine- 
month-old  daughter,  Torrie, 


who  lives  With  he  I mother  hr 
Baton  Rouge. 

Foley  is  the  daughter  of  Annie 
Broach  of  Hickory.  She  has  a 
younger  sister,  Shardae  Foley, 
who  attends  Newton  County 
High  School. 


The  Death  of  the  Sunflowers 

by  Amy  Campora 

A symphony  of  sorrow 
lingers  in  the  air. 

A boy  king  and  his  child  bride 
concede  to  August. 

Their  fall, 

and  the  season  that  bears  its  name-sake, 

crushes  Summer’s  folly 

and  orphans  the  hummingbird. 

Nature’s  Majesty 

cannot  support  the  weight  of  Winter. 

The  responsibility  of  external  hope 
is  rescinded. 

His  eyes  shall  never  gaze 
upon  skies  of  gray- 
a fitting  absolution 
for  his  tortured  soul. 

The  leaves  turn  bitter  out  of  envy 
and  conspire  to  rob  him  of  his  gold. 

Their  brown  corpses  crackle  under  pressure, 
as  jealousy  treads  through  the  garden. 

Out  of  shame,  , . 

he  no  longer  faces  the  sun. 

Merlin’s  magic  is  useless 
against  the  melodrama  of  maturity, 
and  Camelot  perishes  once  again. 

His  extremities  turn  cold 
like  a frigid  autumn  morning, 
and  he  wonders  how  long  it  will  take 
before  it  affects  his  heart. 

His  body  falls  limp, 

and  Mother  Nature  buries  him 

with  his  crown  intact. 

Thunder  roars  frbm  the  heavens, 
and  the  earth  absorbs  its  penance- 
an  abbreviated  anguish 
of  time  well  spent. 

The  cryptic  inscription  of  compost  reads: 

Until  the  day  you  die, 
always  look  toward  the  sun 
and  relish  in  its  warmth. 
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Napoleon  at  East  Central? 


by  April  Jones 


No,  it’s  Phillip  Crenshaw! 


Phillip  Crenshaw  often  dresses  in  character  as  he  lectures  to  his 
students  about  various  historical  figures. 


Tom  Tom  Reporter 


Every- 
one that 
attends 
classes 
at  East 
Central 
Com- 
munity 
College 
is  prob- 
ably 
familiar 
with 
Phillip 
Cren- 
shaw, 
the  new 
history 
instruc- 
tor in  the  Social  Science,  Busi- 
ness and  Education  Division. 

Or  they  have  at  least  seen  him 
dressed  as  Napoleon!  But  some 
may  wonder  why  anyone  would 
choose  to  teach  history. 

Phillip  Crenshaw  was  a junior 
economics  major  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi 
when  he  decided  that  his  true 
calling  was  education.  One  of 
his  professors  required  his  class 
to  read  the  Wall  Street  Journal 
and  Crenshaw  said  he  “hated 
every  moment  of  it.”  So  he 
changed  his  major  to  history. 

When  asked,  “Why  history?” 
Crenshaw  replied,  “ I just  love 
it!” 

He  also  said  many  of  his  pro- 
fessors inspired  him  to  become 
the  teacher  he  is  today.  Dr. 
Newton  Wilkes  and  Dr.  Mark 


Maneval  are  the  two  that  stand 
out  in  his  mind. 

Crenshaw  said  Dr.  Wilkes 
taught  him  the  importance 
of  research  and  knowing  the 
material  to  be  presented  and 
Dr.  Maneval  taught  him  to  be 
“nutty”  in  class! 

For  Crenshaw,  the  greatest 
part  of  being  an  educator  is 
seeing  the  fruits  of  your  labor 
and  having  the  incredible 
power  to  influence.  He  said  the 
hardest  part  of  his  job  was  the 
constant  research  and  plan- 
ning. When  asked  what  the 
most  important  part  of  his  job 
was,  Crenshaw  said  that  it  was 
without  a doubt  projecting  good 
values. 

So  where  does  he  come  up 
with  his  outrageous  ideas  that 
he  uses  in  class. 

Crenshaw  promised  it  did  not 
come  from  a book.  He  whole- 
heartedly said  that  he  prayed 
to  the  Lord  for  insight.  He  said 
that  he  asks,  “ How  can  I dem- 
onstrate this?”  He  also  said  that 
constant  research  keeps  new 
ideas  flowing. 

Besides  dressing  as  Napo- 
leon, Crenshaw  has  done  other 
unusual  things  in  class,  but  he 
said  the  craziest  thing  he’s  ever 
done  was  taking  some  students 
hostage  for  a class  demonstra- 
tion without  first  explaining 
what  he  was  doing  to  the  prin- 
cipal. He  said  that  was  a wild 
experience. 

Crenshaw  said  that  his  stu- 
dents, for  the  most  part,  are  very 
attentive  when  he  uses  these 
demonstrations.  He  said  that  he 
has  never  had  any  problems  and 


his  students  seemed  to  enjoy  it. 
He  also  said  this  makes  history 
much  easier  to  understand  and 
grasp. 

Crenshaw  said  he  loves  teach- 
ing at  East  Central  because 
there  is  “no  babysitting.”He 
also  said  he  loves  the  control 
and  respect  that  he  has  as  an 
instructor  at  the  community  col- 
lege. The  freedom  to  teach  what 
he  wants,  how  he  wants  to  teach 
it,  and  when  he  wants  to  teach  it 
also  tops  his  list  of  what  he  loves 
about  teaching  on  a higher  level. 

During  his  years  of  teaching, 
Crenshaw  said  he  has  witnessed 
many  attempts  to  make  educa- 
tion better  but  he  said  the  state 
exit  exams  were  probably  the 
worst. 

He  said  he  does  not  like  these 
because  they  diminish  the 
teacher’s  ability  to  be  creative. 
They  have  to  teach  for  a test 
instead  of  teaching  the  facts  that 
they  deem  necessary.  He  said 


that  he  would  love  to  see  more 
teacher  freedom,  stronger  disci- 
plinary standards  for  students, 
and  more  parent  involvement. 

When  I ask  what  his  advice 
would  be  for  someone  who  was 
considering  teaching  as  a career, 
he  smiled  and  said,  “There  is  no 
substitute  for  enthusiasm.  Know 
your  “stuff,”  teach  the  facts  and 
not  the  textbook  and  take  pride 
in  the  example  you  set.” 

Phillip  Crenshaw  seems  to 
have  a plan  that  will  touch  lives 
forever.  He  wants  students  to 
learn,  but  not  be  bored  as  he 
lectures.  He  wants  to  keep  it 
simple  but  correct.  And  he  lives 
by  a motto  that  says,  “If  I please 
Jesus  then  everything  else  will 
fall  into  place.” 

No  one  knows  what  his  next 
creative  measure  will  be.  But 
don’t  be  surprised  if  a historical 
character  comes  walking  down 
the  halls  of  East  Central  Com- 
munity College! 


Train  for  a job  in  just  8 weeks  with 
East  Central  truck  driving  program 


Celebrating  Black  History  Month 


Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Gospel  Choir 
perform  during  the  annual  Black  History  Month  Celebration  held 
recently  in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Auditorium. 


La-Z-Boy  Presents  Check  for  Scholarship 


Officials  from  La-Z-Boy  South  in  Newton  recently  presented  a 
$2000  check  to  East  Central  Community  College  to  fund  the  com- 
pany’s annual  scholarship  at  the  two-year  institution.  Chris  Harris 
(left),  human  resources  manager,  is  shown  making  the  presentation 
to  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  College  president,  while  Dan  Breeding,  com- 
pany general  manager,  looks  on. 


Williams  Recognized  for  Volunteer  Work 


In  just  eight  weeks,  students 
in  the  East  Central  Community 
College  truck-driving  program 
are  ready  for  work. 

The  College  has  had  a truck- 
driving program  for  six  years, 
according  to  Chris  Clark,  Work- 
force Development  Coordina- 
tor in  the  College’s  Workforce 
Development  Center. 

Students  are  trained  for  240 
clock  hours.  Seventy  hours  are 
spent  in  the  classroom  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  is  spent 
in  practice-driving  sessions 
throughout  the  College’s  five- 
county  district. 

During  the  classroom  hours, 
students  learn  about  things  like 
highway  regulations,  driving 
techniques,  air  brakes,  hours  of 
service  rules  and  trip  planning.” 

“Approximately  60  to  70  stu- 
dents per  year  participate  in  the 
program  and  about  320  indi- 
viduals have  completed  the  pro- 
gram at  this  point,”  said  Clark. 
“Our  graduates  are  recruited 
by  several  nationally  respected 
trucking  companies,  many  of 
which  offer  tuition  reimburse- 
ment, and  we  have  a placement 
rate  of  over  90  percent.” 

Virginia  Barrett  of  Stonewall 
and  Matt  Reeves  of  Decatur  are 
just  two  of  the  students  cur- 
rently enrolled  in  the  truck-driv- 

EC  Sophomore 

East  Cen- 
tral Commu- 
nity College 
sophomore 
Jaclyn  Evans 
of  Bay  Springs 
recently 
received  a 
Coca-Cola 
Community  College  Transfer 
Scholarship. 

A 200X  graduate  of  Sylva  Bay 
Academy,  Evans  has  been  an 
active  member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college; 
Presidents  Council,  East  Central 
Environmental  Club,  Students 
Against  Destructive  Decisions, 
Warrior  Corps,  Scholars  Bowl 
and  the  Baptist  Student  Union. 
She  has  served  as  president  of 
Mu  Alpha  Theta,  a mathematics 
honor  society,  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau, 
the  medical  club. 

Evans  is  a President’s  List  and 
Dean’s  List  scholar.  She  received 
the  freshman  mathematics 
award  and  was  the  recipient  of 


Jaclyn  Evans 


ing  class. 

Why  did  they  enroll? 

“I  wanted  to  see  the  country 
and  get  paid  for  it,”  said  Barrett. 

Reeves  added,  “I  just  wanted 
to  have  another  option  for 
things  to  do  in  life.” 

Whatever  the  reason  for 
enrolling,  in  just  a few  weeks, 
each  will  be  prepared  for  a new 
career. 

The  course  is  open  to  anyone 
who  meets  the  following 
requirements. 

Participants  must  be  at  least  17 
years  old  to  qualify  for  an  intra- 
state license  or  21  years  old  to 
qualify  for  an  interstate  license. 
Each  must  pass  a Department 
of  Transportation  Physical  and 
Drug  Screening.  Class  members 
driving  records  must  not  have 
more  than  two  moving  traffic 
violations  in  the  past  two  years 
and  must  not  have  any  DUI 
(Driving  Under  the  Influence)  or 
reckless  driving  convictions  in 
the  past  five  years. 

The  cost  to  enroll  in  the  truck- 
driving course  is  $2000  and 
includes  tuition,  a drug  test, 
DOT  physical,  and  all  licensing 
fees.  Tuition  assistance  may  be 
available  through  the  Missis- 
sippi State  Employment  Service 
for  qualified  applicants. 

Classes  meet  five  days  a week 
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Sam  Holdiness  (right)  instructs  Matt  Reeves  of  Decatur 
during  the  College’s  truck  driving  class. 

for  eight  weeks. 

Instructors  include  William 
Copes,  Sam  Holdiness  and 
Mike  Reeves.  Copes  and  Holdi- 
ness are  certified  Mississippi 
Highway  Patrol  instructors/ 
evaluators.  All  three  instructors 
have  20  plus  years  experience  in 
the  truck-driving  profession. 

For  more  information  con- 
tact Chris  Clark  at  the  College’s 
Workforce  Development  Center, 

ECCC,  P.O.  Box  129,  Decatur, 

MS  39327,  Ph.  635-2111,  ext. 

265  or  toll  free  1-877-462-3222, 
ext.  265.  The  email  address  is 
cclark@eccc.edu. 


Terra  Williams  (center)  of  Newton  was  recently  honored  as 
“Volunteer  of  the  Semster”  for  fall  2002  by  the  East  Central  Learn- 
ing Skills  Center.  Williams,  an  elementary  education  major  and 
Campus  Link  member,  logged  more  than  60  volunteer  hours.  Pre- 
senting her  with  a gift  basket  and  certificate  of  appreciation  are 
Shameka  Cleveland  of  Decatur  (left)  and  Tammy  Jones  of  Newton. 
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Receives  Coca-Cola  Scholarship 

the  Gilmore  Scholarship.  ogy.  She  hopes  to  attend  medi- 


A pre-medicine  major,  Evans 
plans  to  continue  her  education 
at  Mississippi  State  University 
in  chemistry  and  microbiol- 


cal  school  at  the  University  of 
Mississippi  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson. 


Paid  Internships  Available 

Girl  Scout  Camp 
June/July,  2003 
Meridian/Purvis 

Needed:  Lifeguards,  a Pottery  Instructor,  a Cook, 
and  a Computer  Operator  with  ability  to  download 
photography,  make  name  tags,  etc. 

These  are  paid  positions  that  include  board. 
Sleeping  accomodations  are  included 
for  female  interns. 

For  more  information  contact  Jeff  Hitt,  ECCC 
Work-Based  Learning  Coordinator 
635-21 11,  ext.  205 
Email:  jhitt@eccc.edu 


a At  Delta  State  University,  you 
become  a member  of  our  family. 

I 

a You’ll  meet  professors  who  are  committed  to 
not  only  preparing  students,  but  exposing  them 
to  opportunity. 

a Delta  State  has  special  relationships 
with  area,  regional,  and  national  companies. 
Our  connections  become  your  connections. 

a Delta  State  offers  majors  in  all  of 
Mississippi’s  leading  occupations. 

a Easy  transfer  of  credits  and  hours 

a Thousands  of  dollars  available  in 
scholarships 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  Scholarships 
Departmental  Scholarships 
Financial  Aid  Available 


Learning  Today...  Lead  ing  Tomorrow 
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Mud  in  their  blood?  EC  ceramic 
students  learn  various  art  forms 


Bruce  Guraedy,  East  Central 
Community  College  art  instruc- 
tor and  Chairman  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Fine  Arts,  calls  them 
“mud  babies.”  Whatever  the 
name,  students  in  Guraedy’s 
ceramics  class  enjoy  creating 
various  forms  of  art. 

“I  call  them  mud  babies,”  Gur- 
aedy said.  “They  have  mud  in 
their  blood!  After  the  first  night 
of  class,  a few  of  them  will  say, 
‘This  is  too  muddy  and  dirty  for 
me.’  But  most  of  them  I couldn’t 
run  off  if  I tried!” 

Ceramics  I and  Ceramics  II 
meet  together  on  Wednesday 
nights  in  the  lab  on  ECCC’s 
South  campus.  Guraedy  said 
when  the  semester  begins  he 
lectures  for  the  first  hour  and 
then  exposes  them  to  different 


lab  operations  each  week. 

At  the  end  of  February  he  gave 
his  last  lecture  on  glazes.  Now 
his  students  are  able  to  make 
their  own  glazes  and  fire  the 
kilns. 

“After  I finish  the  lecture,  the 
students  are  able  to  work  on 
their  own,”  Guraedy  said.  “At 
this  point,  they  lack  the  refine- 
ment and  craftsman  skills  but 
they  will  learn  that  with  experi- 
ence.” 

And  that’s  exactly  what  they 
get  in  his  classes.  Upon  entering 
the  South  Campus  lab,  students 
can  be  seen  molding  clay  with 
their  hands,  throwing  clay  on 
the  wheel,  brushing  on  glazes 
and  firing  kilns.  They  are  work- 
ing on  their  own,  but  Guraedy  is 
always  keeping  a watchful  eye. 

Guraedy  said  stu- 
dents usually  don’t 
learn  to  “throw  on 
the  wheel”  until 
they  begin  Ceram- 
ics II. 

“I  give  them 
an  example  first. 
Then  they  learn 
to  handle  the  clay 
and  get  it  to  mold 
correctly,”  Gur- 
aedy said. 

Guraedy 

explained  a couple 
of  the  various 
types  of  glazes. 

“For  a tradi- 
tional glaze,”  said 
Guraedy,  “stu- 
dents build  the 
piece.  Some  hand 
build  them  and 
others  throw  on 
the  wheel.  Then 
it  is  set  aside 
to  dry.  This  is 
called  ‘green  ware’ 
because  it  has  not 
been  fired  in  the 


kiln  and  is  very  fragile. 

“After  it  dries,  the  piece  must 
be  sanded  and  refined  and  then 
put  in  the  kiln  and  fired.  This  is 
called  a bisque  fire  and  it  hard- 
ens the  piece.  Next,  the  glaze  is 
brushed  on  and  then  the  piece 
is  put  back  into  the  kiln  for  the 
glaze  fire.” 

Guraedy  also  explained  that 
students  are  taught  how  to  mix 
their  own  glazes  or  they  can  buy 
them,  but,  he  added,  it  is  some- 
times more  expensive  if  you  buy 
them  already  mixed. 

The  second  type  of  glaze 
Guraedy  described  is  the  Raku 
Glaze. 

A Raku  starts  out  similar  to 
the  traditional  glaze  but  the 
second  firing  is  much  different. 

“A  Raku  matures  at  a 
low  firing  range,”  Guraedy 
explained.  “You  go  more  by  eye- 
sight and  when  it  is  ready,  you 
take  it  out  with  tongs  and  place 
it  in  a garbage  can  full  of  paper. 
The  purpose  of  the  paper  is  to 
shut  off  the  oxygen.  With  the 
traditional  glaze,  the  entire  pro- 
cess is  completed  in  the  kiln.” 

Guraedy  added,  “Once  people 
see  the  Raku  done,  they  usually 
want  to  do  more  of  it.  Some  like 
the  finish  it  gives.  I think  others 
just  like  the  idea  of  working  with 
fire!” 

Although  they  meet  at  the 
same  time  in  the  same  lab, 
Ceramics  I and  Ceramics  II 
students  have  different  require- 
ments to  complete. 

Ceramics  I students  usu- 
ally turn  in  10  pieces  of  work. 
Ceramics  II  students  qre 
expected  to  finish  20  pieces. 

And  of  those  creations,  they 
have  specific  types  of  work  to 
complete. 

Guraedy’s  ceramics  classes, 
which  are  offered  only  in  the 
evenings,  are  usually  filled  to 


capacity  each  semester. 

“I  usually  average  15  to  20  stu- 
dents,” said  Guraedy.  Ceramics 
is  sort  of  a ‘feeder’  class.  Some- 
one will  take  the  class  and  then 
go  back  and  tell  their  friends 
how  much  fun  they  had.  Then 
the  friends  will  take  the  class 
and  go  and  tell  other  friends.” 

So  what  is  so  special  about 
ceramics  that  everyone  wants  to 
sign  up? 

“This  is  just  a lot  of  fun,”  said 
Guraedy.  “And  when  students 
complete  the  Ceramics  class, 
they  are  able  to  go  out  and  do 
something  with  what  they’ve 
learned.  Once  the  course  is  over, 
most  students  are  quite  capable 
of  going  out  and  opening  their 
own  ceramics  shop.” 

East  Central  students  have 
various  reasons  for  taking  the 
class. 

Sophomore  music  major  Chris 
Carson  of  Decatur  said,  “I  took 
this  class  for  the  cultural  enrich- 
ment, and  to  learn  to  do  some- 
thing ‘artsy’  besides  music.” 

Freshman  Katie  Ford  of 
Newton  said,  “Throwing  clay 
gets  your  frustrations  out!” 

Sarah  Allard,  a freshman 
from  Union  who  also  works  in 
the  Learning  Skills  Center  as  a 
tutor,  said,  “I  thought  this  class 
would  be  interesting  and  it  also 
provides  me  an  opportunity  to 
relax  after  21  (semester)  hours 
of  other  classes  and  tutoring.” 

Art  major  William  Cherry  of 
Philadelphia  said,  “The  people 
in  this  class  are  great  and  I get 
to  do  what  I love.” 

Ceramics  is  offered  during 
the  fall  and  spring  semesters. 
For  more  information,  contact 
Guraedy  at  635-2111,  ext.  229, 
or  call  toll  free  1-877-462-3222, 
ext.  229. 


Students  in  Bruce  Guraedy’s  ceramics 
classes  learn  about  various  art  forms  including 
“Raku”  (shown  above)  which  is  a type  of  glaze. 


Nontraditional  student 


by  Jenna  Talbert 


finds  dorm  life  is  okay 


Tom  Tom  Reporter 

We  all  struggle  to  get  back  in 
the  “groove  of  things”  when  we 
return  from  Spring  Break  or 
some  other  holiday.  Think  of 
how  difficult  it  was  for  Debbie 
Mclnnish  to  return  to  College 
life  after  a thirty-four  year  break 
between  the  day  she  gradu- 
ated high  school  to  any  form  of 
higher  education.  But  perhaps 
the  most  surprising  aspect  is 
that  Mclnnish  is  a dorm  student 
living  in  East  Central  Commu- 
nity College’s  Barber  Hall! 

No  one  would  ever  guess  that 
the  petite  woman  was  52  years 
old,  much  less  that  she  is  a 
grandmother  of  two.  However, 
that  is  just  the  case  for  this  LPN 
student  who  is  thriving  in  her 
new  life. 

“I  just  love  it,”  says  Mclnnish. 

A widow,  Mclnnish  owned  and 
operated  a business  with  her 
husband  for  years,  but  nursing 
remained  her  dream. 

“It’s  something  that  I’ve 
always  wanted  to  do,”  said 


Mclnnish.  “It’s  my  heart’s 
desire.” 

Her  decision  to  live  in  the 
dorm  was  based  on  practical 
reasons. 

“It  has  a lot  of  advantages,” 
laughs  Mclnnish. 

The  hour-plus  commute  from 
Carthage  was  a huge  obstacle, 
especially  when  you  consider 
that  clinicals  start  at  7:30  a.m. 
and  are  sometimes  as  far  away 
as  Meridian. 

“It’s  really  convenient  to  be 
able  to  just  get  up  and  go  to 
class  or  clinicals,”  notes  Mcln- 
nish. 

Safety  is  also  an  issue  when 
one  considers  the  amount  of 
hours  that  would  be  spent  on 
the  road  while  exhausted.  The 
room  also  gives  the  dedicated 
student  extra  time  to  study- 
study  time  that  earned  her  a 4.0 
grade  point  average  last  semes- 
ter and  the  title  of  “Student 
of  the  Month”  during  the  first 
month  of  classes. 

What  is  it  like  living  in  the 
dorm? 

Fortunately  for  Mclnnish, 
dormitory  supervisor  Carolyn 


Haralson  was  able  to  place  her 
in  a semi-private  room  without 
a roommate,  something  that 
Mclnnish  appreciates. 

“I’m  really  grateful  that  I do 
have  my  own  room,”  Mclnnish 
said.  “I  haven’t  had  any  prob- 
lems, but  at  the  same  time,  I do 
realize  that  if  I did  have  a room- 
mate, I probably  wouldn’t  get 
any  sleep.” 

Haralson  said  she  was  happy 
to  be  of  help. 

“We  try  to  take  care  of  anyone 
who  needs  a room  and  insure 
that  everyone  is  as  happily  situ- 
ated as  possible,”  said  Haralson. 

Though  Mclnnish  is  now 
thriving,  the  transition  to  a col- 
lege student  has  not  been  with- 
out some  difficulties. 

“At  first,  I have  to  admit  that  it 
was  kind  of  funny,”  she  said.  “It 
scared  me  to  death,  but  as  time 
passed,  I was  fine.” 

Surprisingly  it  has  not  been 
the  dorm  that  caused  the  most 
problems  with  adjusting  to  col- 
lege. It  was  just  college. 

“I  have  never  attended  college 
before,  so  I had  to  learn  how  to 
study  and  to  take  tests.  That  was 


really  something  that  was  diffi- 
cult for  me,”  Mclnnish  admits. 

However,  to  their  credit,  her 
fellow  classmates  have  helped 
make  the  transition  smooth  for 
her. 

“They  don’t  treat  my  any  dif- 
ferent. I think  they  respect  me 
and  that’s  a great  joy,”  Mclnnish 
reflects. 

What  are  her  future  plans? 

Mclnnish  will  graduate  from 
the  Licensed  Practical  Nursing 
program  on  August  1,  2003. 
Thanks  to  an  Educational  Leave 
Program  at  Mississippi  State 
Hospital  at  Whitfield,  Mclnnish 
will  begin  her  first  job  as  an  LPN 
on  October  x of  the  same  year. 
Though  grateful  fqr  this  oppor- 
tunity, Mclnnish  would  like  to 
continue  her  education  with  the 
hope  of  one  day  upgrading  from 
her  LPN  position. 

Debbie  Mclnnish’s  story  starts 
with  a childhood  dream  of 
becoming  a nurse.  And  though 
it  has  taken  52  years  for  that 
dream  to  come  true,  she  never 
gave  up  hope. 


ECCC  Warriors  Sign  Scholarships 


These  members  of  the  2002  East  Central  Community  College 
football  team  recently  signed  scholarships  to  continue  their  athletic 
careers  on  the  senior  college  level.  Seated  from  left  are  offensive 
lineman  Damarcus  Granger,  a product  of  Tuscaloosa  County  (Ala.) 
High  School,  who  inked  with  Nichols  State  University;  offensive  line- 
man Marcel  Binion  of  Tuscaloosa  Central  (Ala.)  School,  University  of 
Alabama-Birmingham;  center  LeAndrew  McDonald  of  Philadelphia, 
Kentucky  State  University;  and  cornerback  Pete  McBride  of  Forest, 
Temple  University.  Standing  from  left  are  fullback  Wesley  Wright  of 
Winston  Academy  and  offensive  lineman  John  Williams  of  Forest, 
who  both  signed  with  Mississippi  College;  defensive  lineman  Arrion 
Triplett  of  Louisville,  University  of  North  Alabama;  and  cornerback 
Justin  Smith  of  Newton  County,  Mississippi  College.  Not  pictured  is 
defensive  end  Ken  Triplett  of  Louisville,  who  signed  with  Troy  State 
University. 


Spring  has  arrived! 


With  the  warm  spring  days  making  their  way  to  the  East  Cen- 
tral campus  in  recent  weeks,  Christopher  Bishop  of  Heidelberg 
Academy  found  that  resting  under  a tree  on  the  front  lawn  was  the 
perfect  way  to  spend  the  afternoon.  Perhaps  this  book  is  providing 
shade  from  the  sun  or  maybe  he  has  found  a new  way  to  study  for 
his  classes! 
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ECCC  freshman  class  favorites 


These  students  were  recently  selected  freshman  class  favorites 
at  East  Central  Community  College.  Pictured  are  (clockwise  from 
left)  Nikki  Anthony  of  Louisville,  Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia, 
Christopher  Moody  of  Louisville,  Matthew  Brown  and  Erica  Clem- 
ons, both  of  Philadelphia;  and  Renee  Thompson  of  Morton. 


Selected  EC  sophomore  favorites 

These  students  were  recently  selected  sophomore  class  favor- 
ites at  East  Central  Community  College.  Pictured  are  (front  row, 
from  left)  Jimmy  Hall  of  Lena,  Chuck  Wood  of  Louisville,  Stephen 
Goodlow  of  Forest  and  Bryant  Steele  of  Philadelphia;  and  (back 
row,  from  left)  Jennie  Battle  of  Philadelphia,  Lindsey  Cheatham 
of  Decatur,  Carrie  Cumberland  of  Philadelphia,  Claudia  Zynosky- 
Sharpling  of  Decatur  and  Rachel  Smith  of  Louisville. 


Legislature  Honors  ECCC  Student,  Instructor 

East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  Shancey  Young 
(seated  left)  of  Forest  and  faculty  member  Tommy  Clopton  (seated 
right)  of  Decatur  were  recognized  along  with  other  outstanding  stu- 
dents and  instructors  representing  the  state’s  public  and  private  col- 
leges and  universities  at  the  16"1  Annual  HEADWAE  (Higher  Educa- 
tion Appreciation  Day  - Working  for  Academic  Excellence)  program 
held  recently  in  Jackson.  HEADWAE  is  an  activity  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature  and  is  sponsored  by  the  state’s  corporate  community 
and  coordinated  by  the  Mississippi  Association  of  Colleges.  Young  is 
an  honor  student  in  the  College’s  Associate  Degree  Nursing  Program 
and  Clopton,  a Wesson  native,  teaches  chemistry.  They  are  pictured 
at  the  special  program  with  (standing  from  left)  State  Representative 
Mike  Eakes  of  Philadelphia,  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin  and 
State  Senator  Terry  C.  Burton  of  Newton. 


Orvieto 

by  Amy  Campora 

Lay  down  the  pain  you  hold  inside, 
and  swim  with  me  into  the  tide, 
where  mermaids  gossip  on  the  shore 
and  time  stands  still  forever  more. 

Come  with  me  to  Orvieto! 

It’s  a sunset  of  forbidden  dreams, 
and  always  absent  are  moolight  beams. 

Dead  poets  debate  on  coral  reefs, 
as  turquoise’s  head  nods  in  belief. 

Come  with  me  to  Orvieto! 

Where  wonder  does  not  create, 
rather  is  born  from  creation. 

Where  you  can  have  a sinful  chat, 
and  share  in  Keats’  damnation. 

Come  with  me  to  Orvieto! 

Time  is  eternal,  constant,  and  still; 
in  constant  eternal  stillness, 
and  inebriated  apparitions  dance 
for  the  sake  of  self  fulfillment. 

Come  with  me  to  Orvieto! 

Orvieto,  an  epiphany  by  the  sea, 
where  illusion  is  whatever  it  seems: 

A lover’s  warm  breath  on  the  back  of  your  neck, 
a soliloquy  from  a dream.. 


Volume  56,  Number  5 


A Student  Publication  of  East  Central  Community  College 


May  2003 


ECCC’s  Gunn  selected  state’s 
‘Outstanding  Vo-Tech  Student’ 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege sophomore  Eric  Gunn  of 
Forest  was  selected  Outstanding 
Post-Secondary  Student  of  the 
Year  at  the  77“’  annual  meeting 
of  the  Mississippi  Association  of 
Career  and  Technology  Educa- 
tion held  on  the  Pearl  campus  of 
Hinds  Community  College. 

Gunn,  an  honor  student  in  the 
College’s  drafting  and  design 
technology  program,  is  the 
first  ECCC  student  to  receive 
the  prestigious  award,  which  is 
presented  to  the  top  vocational- 
technical  student  represent- 
ing the  state’s  community  and 
junior  colleges. 

Receiving  honors  is  becoming 
routine  for  Gunn,  who  is  also  a 
recipient  of  an  ECCC  Student  of 
the  Month  Award  for  Outstand- 


ing Achievement  in  Drafting  and 
Design  Technology.  He  has  also 
received  numerous  academic 
and  leadership  scholarships. 

A National  Dean’s  List 
Scholar,  Gunn  is  a member  of 
Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college, 
and  the  College’s  SkillsUSA- 
VTCA  (Vocational  Industrial 
Clubs  of  America)  chapter. 

In  addition,  he  has  served  as  a 
student  recruiter  for  ECCC  and 
represented  the  College  in  radio 
and  television  commercials  and 
in  the  video  recruiting  presenta- 
tion, which  is  shown  to  prospec- 
tive students  in  the  five-county 
district. 

ECCC  Drafting  and  Design 
Technology  instructor  Ricky 


Harrison  nominated  Gunn  for 
the  state  ACTE  award,  and  let- 
ters of  recommendation  were 
submitted  by  fellow  instruc- 
tor Polly  Mayes;  John  Adcock, 
dean  of  vocational-technical 
education  and  Sylvia  Bush, 
vocational-technical  counselor, 
both  of  ECCC;  Kathy  Farmer, 
a social  studies  teacher  at  Lake 
Attendance  Center;  and  Tommy 
Anthony,  building  trades 
instructor  at  the  Forest-Scott 
County  Career  and  Technology 
Center. 

Prior  to  enrolling  at  East 
Central,  Gunn  attended  Lake 
Attendance  Center  and  the 
Forest-Scott  County  Career  and 
Technology  Center,  where  he 

See  Gunn,  page  4 


Eric  Gunn,  a sophomore  drafting  and  design  technology  major  at  East  Central  Community  College 
displays  the  award  he  received  for  being  selected  Outstanding  Post-Secondary  Student  of  the  Year  by 
the  Mississippi  Association  of  Career  and  Technology  Education.  Shown  with  Gunn  are  (from  left)  draft- 
ing and  design  technology  instructors  Ricky  Harrison  and  Polly  Mayes;  his  parents,  Elizabeth  and  David 
Gunn  of  Forest;  Sylvia  Bush,  vocational-technical  counselor  and  John  Adcock,  dean  of  vocational- 
technical  education,  both  of  ECCC. 


ECCC  To  Graduate  Record  470  Students 


A record  470  students  are 
expected  to  receive  diplomas 
when  East  Central  Community 
College  holds  its  74th  commence- 
ment Friday,  May  9,  2003,  on 
the  Decatur  campus.  The  cer- 
emony gets  underway  at  8 p.m. 
in  Warrior  Stadium. 

ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A. 
Sutphin  will  award  degrees  and 
certificates  to  the  Class  of  2003, 
which  includes  students  who 
completed  requirements  for 
graduation  during  the  summer 
and  fall  of  2002.  Dr.  Lavinia 
Sparkman,  Vice  President  of 
Instruction,  will  present  the 
candidates  for  graduation. 

Several  members  of  the  Class 
of  2003  will  also  participate  in 
the  graduation  program.  Nathan 
Stamper  of  Decatur  will  deliver 
the  commencement  address  and 
Natalie  Duncan  of  Lake  will  sing 
one  of  her  own  compositions, 

“I  Think  It’s  Raining.”  April 
McAdory  of  Philadelphia  and 
Stephen  Goodlow  of  Forest  will 
give  the  invocation  and  benedic- 
tion, respectively. 

Summer  2002  Graduates 

Students  who  completed 
requirements  for  degrees  and 
certificates  in  the  summer  of 
2002  include:  Amy  Clark,  Jenni- 
fer Eanes,  Sonya  Freeny,  Donald 
Harmon,  Tryphosa  McFadden, 
Stephanie  Mills,  Jewett  Perkins, 
Tanya  Primer,  Nancy  Quates, 
Jacqueline  Simmons  and  Alisha 
Thompson,  all  of  Carthage; 
Rhonda  Bell-Thomas,  Mavis 
Griffin,  Laura  Morrow  and  Kim- 
berly Taylor,  all  of  Conehatta; 
Karen  Adams,  Jamie  Blackburn, 


Sheronica  Patrick  and  Ricky 
Stewart,  all  of  Decatur; 

Quentin  Bowens,  Florence; 
Dwayne  Anderson,  Angela 
Cooks,  Lorrie  Hardin,  Matthew 
Smith,  Eileen  Soto,  Trilandra 
Ware  and  Stephanie  Westbrook, 
all  of  Forest;  Kyle  Darsey,  David 
Thorne  and  Brenda  Todd,  all 
of  Hickory;  Jerry  Hamm,  Lake; 
Angela  Betts,  Lauderdale;  Paul 
Ford,  Lena;  Melvin  Shipp, 

Louin;  Angela  Beasley,  Sandra 
Cooper,  Winfred  Craig,  Jamie 
Flake,  Bernice  Hanna,  Kimberly 
McAdory,  Vera  McDonald, 
Christa  Robinson,  Nathan  Rush- 
ing, Cory  Stanton  and  Samantha 
Taylor,  all  of  Louisville; 

Brandy  Harris  and  Linda  Irby, 
both  of  Meridian;  Teresa  Cager 
and  Amanda  Denson,  both  of 
Morton;  Corey  Carlton,  Gary 
Certain,  Jr.,  Connie  Chapman, 
Yolanda  Jackson  and  Sharon 
Rabon,  all  of  Newton;  Jeffrey 
Anthony,  Noxapater;  Matt 
Eddins,  Pachuta;  Jamie  Bassett, 
Kimberlane  Lewis,  Stephanie 
Mize,  Wesley  Rounsaville,  Crys- 
tal Smiley  and  Shelley  Willis,  all 
of  Philadelphia;  Thomas  Smiley, 
Pontotoc;  Kathy  Harrison, 
Pulaski;  Patrick  Prince,  Tusca- 
loosa, Alabama;  Deborah  Blais, 
Debra  Munn  and  Mary  Sulli- 
van, all  of  Union;  and  Kathleen 
Hogue,  Walnut  Grove. 

December  2002  Graduates 

Students  who  completed 
requirements  for  degrees  and 
certificates  in  December  2002 
include:  Johnnie  Jackson, 
Aliceville,  Alabama;  Michael 
Redd  and  Justin  Sendelweck, 


both  of  Brandon;  Kimberly 
Coghlan,  Jason  Cooper,  Adri- 
enne Flowers,  Angela  Gell,  Mary 
Lepard,  Chassidy  Minshew, 
Amanda  Nazary  and  Andre’ 

Sias,  all  of  Carthage;  Marquis 
Longmire,  Conehatta;  Ramon 
Williams,  Daphne,  Alabama; 
Candy  Gibson  and  Angela  Shaw, 
both  of  Decatur; 

Jason  Williams,  DeKalb; 
Richard  DeBoer,  Jonathan 
Harrell,  Amy  Jones,  Monica 
Keeton,  Kristie  Spivey  and  Joni 
Stewart,  all  of  Forest;  Tavane 
Moore,  Hattiesburg;  Amanda 
Harris  and  Joaquin  Loper, 
both  of  Hickory;  Devona  Nicole 
Thomas,  Hickory:  Becky  Wolf, 
Lake;  Jessica  Hamm,  Lawrence; 
Bethany  Bryan,  Lena;  Thresa 
Jones,  Little  Rock;  Lula  Ash- 
ford, Marcus  Coburn,  Anitra 
Frazier,  Roy  Gholston,  Jennifer 
Hudspeth,  Carolyn  Hull  and 
Miranda  Watson,  all  of  Louis- 
ville; Curt  Evins  and  Fernando 
Martinez,  both  of  Meridian; 

Justin  Rogers  and  Whitney 
Westberry,  both  of  Morton; 
Sharon  Rabon  and  Kyoko 
Walker,  both  of  Newton;  Delme- 
trius  Hornesbuger,  Noxapater; 
Sally  Allen,  Patty  Bell,  Walvisa 
Bester,  Rachel  Chapman,  Deli- 
lah Gibson,  Adrienne  Holmes, 
Kenneth  McWilliams  and  Nina 
Roach,  all  of  Philadelphia; 
Barbara  Parker,  Pulaski;  and 
Richard  Casey,  Lindsay  McDan- 
iel and  Aaron  McElfish,  all  of 
Union. 


See  Graduation,  page  6 


Sarah  Allard 


David  Burt  Jaclyn  Evans 


Jimmy  Hall  April  McAdory 


Vickie  Powe 


East  Central  announces 
Hall  of  Fame  inductees; 
Awards  Day  honorees 


East  Central  Community 
College  recently  observed  its 
annual  “Awards  Day”  program, 
where  numerous  students  were 
honored,  including  six  who 
were  inducted  into  the  College’s 
Hall  of  Fame,  the  highest  honor 
a student  can  achieve  at  E^CCC. 

To  be  considered  for  this 
honor,  recipients  “must  dem- 
onstrate exemplary  character, 
superior  scholarship,  worthy 
leadership  and  contribute  to 
the  betterment  of  East  Central 
Community  College,”  according 
to  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  College 
president. 

Those  selected  for  the  pres- 
tigious honor  for  2002-2003 
include  Sarah  Allard  of  Union, 
David  Burt  of  Newton,  Jaclyn 
Evans  of  Bay  Springs,  Jimmy 
Hall  of  Lena,  April  McAdory  of 
Philadelphia  and  Vickie  Powe  of 
Walnut  Grove. 

Allard  is  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year 
college;  Mu  Alpha  Theta  math- 
ematics honor  society  and 
Americorps.  She  is  also  a ser- 
vice learning  participant. 

Allard  is  a President’s  List  and 
Dean’s  List  scholar. 

Those  nominating  Allard 
wrote,  “She  is  a very  mature, 
observant,  thoughtful,  and  sen- 
sitive individual.  Her  greatest 
asset  is  her  sincere  desire  to 
help  others.  She  not  only  excels 
in  academic  assignments,  she 
also  shows  outstanding  lead- 
ership skills  within  the  class- 
room.” 

A graduate  of  Union  High 
School,  Allard  is  the  daughter 
of  Barry  and  Jill  Richardson  of 
Union. 

Burt  is  a member  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  Mu  Alpha  Theta  and  the 
President’s  Council.  He  serves 
as  president  of  the  Warrior 
Corps,  president  of  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  and  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  sophomore  class. 

He  was  selected  a freshman 
class  favorite  and  was  named 
an  NJCAA  All-American  as  a 
member  of  the  Warrior  Golf 
team.  , 

A President’s  List  scholar, 

Burt  was  named  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Community  and  Junior  Colleges 

and  was  selected  a National 
Dean’s  List  scholar. 

Those  nominating  Burt  wrote, 
“He  is  the  epitome  of  a good 
citizen.  He  is  outstanding  both 
academically  and  morally.  He 
has  served  as  a model  of  integ- 


rity and  character  and  has 
always  represented  East  Central 
in  an  exemplary  manner.  He  is 
a student  that  exemplifies  the 
qualities  that  a member  of  the 
hall  of  fame  should  possess- 
strong  Christian  values,  high 
morals,  and  strong  leadership 
skills.” 

A graduate  of  Newton  County 
Academy,  he  is  the  son  of  Bryan 
and  Mary  Burt  of  Newton. 

Evans  is  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  honor  society, 
Warrior  Corps,  Baptist  Student 
Union,  the  EC  Environmental 
Club,  Students  Against  Destruc- 
tive Decisions,  Presidents  Coun- 
cil and  the  Scholar’s  Bowl  team. 

She  serves  as  president  of  Mu 
Alpha  Theta  and  vice  president 
of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau  medical 
club. 

Evans  was  selected  to  Who’s 
Who  Among  Students  in  Ameri- 

can Community  and  Junior  Col- 
leges and  was  recognized  as  a 
President’s  List  and  Dean’s  List 
Scholar.  She  received  the  fresh- 
man mathematics  award  and  a 
Coca-Cola  Community  College 
scholarship. 

Those  nominating  her  wrote, 
“She  is  a simply  terrific  person, 
who  has  maintained  a high 
grade  point  average  while  being 
involved  in  many  campus  activi- 
ties. She  is  a very  reliable  and 
responsible  person  who  always 
has  a smile  on  her  face  and  is 
always  willing  to  help  someone. 

A graduate  of  Sylvia  Bay  Acad- 
emy, Evans  is  the  daughter  of 
Jeff  and  Rhonda  Evans  of  Bay 
Springs. 

Hall  is  a member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  and  serves  as  president 
of  the  Mississippi/Louisiana 
Region.  In  addition  he  was 
named  to  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
All-Mississippi  Academic 
Second  Team  and  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  organization’s 
Order  of  the  Golden  Key  Award. 

He  serves  as  vice  president  of 
the  Student  Body  Association 
and  editor  of  The  Tom  Tom 
campus  newspaper.  He  received 
the  Margaret  Mosal  Award  for 
Leadership  and  was  selected  for 
Who’s  Who  Among  American 

Community  and  Junior  College 

Students. 

In  addition,  he  is  a member 
of  Warrior  Corps,  President’s 
Council,  Mu  Alpha  Theta,  the 
Environmental  Club,  the  Wo- 
He-Lo  yearbook  staff,  Sigma 
Sigma  Mu  Tau  and  Students 
Against  Drunk  Driving. 

Those  nominating  Hall  wrote, 


“He  is  an  exceptional  student 
who  has  actively  participated 
in  extracurricular  activities  and 
maintained  an  excellent  aca- 
demic record.  He  is  very  consci- 
entious and  self-motivated.  He 
is  very  intelligent  and  commit- 
ted to  reach  his  goals  in  life.” 

A graduate  of  Leake  Academy, 
he  is  the  son  of  Johnny  and 
Kathy  Hall  of  Lena. 

McAdory  serves  as  president 
of  the  Student  Body  Associa- 
tion, president  of  Sigma  Sigma 
Mu  Tau  and  president  of  Theta 
Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa. 

She  is  a member  of  Warrior 
Corps,  Mu  Alpha  Theta,  the 
Warrior  Wall  O’  Sound  March- 
ing Band,  Collegians,  Baptist 
Student  Union,  Diamond  Girls 
and  Students  Against  Destruc- 
tive Decisions. 

A President’s  List  scholar, 
McAdory  received  the  Leon- 
Eubanks  Kaljyc  Peers  Leader- 
ship Award,  the  Frank  M.  Cross 
Freshman  Chemistry  award,  the 
Ann  H.  Burkes  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
award  and  was  selected  to  the 
Mississippi  Community  Col- 
lege All-State  Band.  In  addition, 
she  was  named  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 

Community  and  Junior  Col- 

leges. 

Those  nominating  McAdory 
wrote,  “She  is  a student  with 
great  leadership  qualities  who 
is  extremely  hard-working  and 
dependable.  She  is  self-disci- 
plined and  has  demonstrated 
high  levels  of  achievement  in 
both  curricular  and  non-cur- 
ricular  activities.” 

A graduate  of  Neshoba  Central 
High  School,  she  is  the  daughter 
of  Jon  and  Mary  Ann  McAdory 
of  Philadelphia. 

Powe  serves  as  treasurer  of  the 
sophomore  class,  treasurer  of 
the  EC  Environmental  Club  and 
treasurer  of  Students  Against 
Destructive  Decisions. 

She  is  a member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  President’s  Council, 
Warrior  Corps,  Student  Edu- 
cation Association,  Mu  Alpha 
Theta  , The  Tom  Tom  newspa- 
per staff  and  the  Scholar’s  Bowl 
team.  In  addition,  she  serves 
as  a tutor  in  the  Learning  Skills 
Center. 

A President’s  List  Scholar, 
Powe  was  named  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Community  and  Junior  Col- 

leges. 


See  Awards  Day,  page  2 
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Carolyn  Haralson 
decades  as  'dorm 


Carolyn  Haralson  will  retire  at  the  end  of 
the  2002-2003  term  following  more  than  two 
decades  as  a dormitory  hostess. 


“Mrs.  Haralson:  My  date  is 
picking  me  up  for  the  spring 
formal  in  20  minutes  and  the 
zipper  just  broke  in  my  dress. 
Please  help  me.” 

“Mrs.  Haralson:  We  need  cos- 
tumes for  the  spring  musical. 
Can  you  help  make  them?” 

“Mrs.  Haralson:  If  my  mother 
calls  looking  for  me,  could  you 
tell  her  I’m  in  class  and  will  call 
her  later  today?” 

These  are  just  a few  of  the 
requests  Carolyn  Haralson  has 
received  during  her  21  years  as 
a dormitory  supervisor  at  East 
Central  Community  College. 

And  this  writer  knows  she 
has  always  been  willing  to  help 
when  she  could.  As  a student 
in  her  dormitory,  I was  usually 
asking  for  some  type  of  help. 

But  after  a little  more  than  two 
decades  of  looking  after  girls  at 
the  College,  Haralson  is  retiring 
at  the  end  of  the  spring  semes- 
ter. 

“I  have  said  many  times  that 
the  day  I came  to  East  Central 
was  the  best  day’s  work  I ever 
did,”  Haralson  said. 

She  came  to  work  at  the  Col- 
lege in  August  1982,  after  her 
daughter  Vicki,  who  was  then  a 
college  freshman,  asked  her  to 
apply  for  the  job  of  dormitory 
hostess. 

“Vicki  wanted  me  to  apply 
for  the  job  so  I could  live  in  the 
sophomore  dorm  during  her 
sophomore  year,”  said  Haralson. 
“I  had  worked  as  a teacher’s  aid 
at  Scott  Central  (High  School) 
since  Vicki  was  in  the  second 
grade  and  she  was  used  to  me 
being  with  her  and  her  friends 
all  the  time.” 


Haralson  also  said 
hat  after  her  hus- 
and  (Keith)  died, 
he  had  to  learn  to 
ake  a living  for  her- 
elf  and  her  children. 

e East  Central 
ob  provided  a great 
pportunity. 

She  was  hired  by 
hen-college  presi- 
ent  Dr.  Charles 
right  and  Denver 
Brackeen,  who  was 
erving  as  Dean  of 
Students  at  the  Col- 
lege at  that  time. 

Joe  Clark  was  hous- 
ing director  during 
her  first  15  years  of 
employment. 

“When  we  went  to  housing 
conferences,  he  (Joe  Clark)  was 
known  as  the  ‘famous  Joe  Clark’ 
because  of  his  experience  in 
housing,”  said  Haralson. 

She  has  also  worked  with  sev- 
eral other  dormitory  supervisors 
during  her  tenure  including 
Desma  Kilpatrick,  Betty  Hol- 
brook, Betty  Adcock  and  Maxine 
Sullivan,  who  currently  serves  as 
hostess  for  Jackson  Hall. 

Haralson  also  said  she  has 
had  some  very  good  cleaning 
ladies  who  took  care  of  the  dorm 
through  the  years. 

During  her  21  years  as  a dor- 
mitory supervisor  or  “dorm 
mother”  as  some  would  call  her, 
Haralson  said  there  have  been 
a lot  of  funny,  exciting,  boring, 
scary  and  silly  things  that  have 
happed.  But  the  one  that  stands 
out  in  her  mind  she  said  “was 
very  scary  after  it  was  over.” 

“One  morning  I got  a phone 
call  and  was  told  to  get  on  the 
intercom  and  announce  for 
everyone  to  leave  the  dorm  and 
go  to  the  football  field,”  said 
Haralson.  “It  was  urgent  for 
everyone  to  get  out  of  the  build- 
ing. I asked  if  I needed  to  check 
rooms  to  be  sure  everyone  left 
and  was  told  ‘no,’  and  that  I 
should  leave  too. 

“I  did  not  know  what  was 
going  on  until  I got  to  the  foot- 
ball field  and  learned  that  there 
had  been  a bomb  threat.  After 
finding  out  there  was  no  bomb, 
eventually  we  were  allowed  to 
go  back  to  the  dorm.  When  I got 
back  to  Jackson  Hall  there  was 
one  little  girl  walking  around 
trying  to  find  somebody. 


Wesley  Foundation 

Lunch  and  Devotional 

Tuesdays  • 10:45  a.m. 
Wesley  Foundation  Room 
South  Campus 


Come  Worship  With  Us! 

Baptist  Student  Union 

Activities: 

Monday:  Worship  service  at  8:31  p.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 
Tuesday:  Girls  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  BSU  Center  and 
Guys  Bible  Study 
at  9 p.m.  in  the  Upper  Room  (enter 
the  door  to  the  left  of  the  Grill  entrance 
near  the  Bookstore) 

Wednesday:  Lunch  Encounter  at  Noon 
in  the  BSU  Center 

Thursday:  Bible  Study  at  7 :15  a.m. 
in  the  BSU  Center 


Tom  Tom 


The  Tom-Tom  is  the  oflicial  campus  newspaper  of  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur,  MS.  It  is  printed 
three  times  a semester  by  the  Office  of  Public  Information.  For  more  information  you  may  contact  the  Public  Infor- 
mation staff  at  P.O.  Box  1 29,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Ph.  635-2  III.  ext.  242,  or  toll  free  I -877-462-3222,  ext.  242. 


Accreditation 

East  Central  Community  College  is  accredited  by  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  (1866  Southern  Lane,  Decatur,  Georgia  30033-4097:  Telephone  Number  404-679-4501)  to 
award  the  Associate  Degree. 


Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  docs  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex, 
age,  or  handicap.  The  college  is  in  compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  Title  IX  of  the  1972 
Educational  Amendments.  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  of 
1990,  and  the  Right  to  Know  Campus  Security  Act  of  1990. 

Staff  members  include  editor  Jimmy  Hall,  assistant  editor  Drew  Kcnna,  and  Joshua  Hall.  Vicki  Powe.  Jenna 
Talbert,  and  Connie  Smith.  Sponsors  are  Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 


to  retire  after  two 
mother’  at  ECCC 


“She  had  slept  through  the 
announcement  and  when  her 
alarm  clock  went  off  for  her  to 
get  ready  for  class,  she  couldn’t 
find  anybody.  I was  so  thank- 
ful there  hadn’t  actually  been 
a bomb  or  we  might  have  lost 
her.” 

In  addition  to  supervising 
hundreds  of  girls,  dormitory 
hostesses  have  always  had  other 
duties  assigned. 

“Dorm  supervisors  always 
have  to  chaperone  dances  and 
other  events,”  said  Haralson. 

“In  my  early  years,  teachers  also 
chaperoned  dances  and  some 
even  took  to  the  dance  floor.  I 
remember  that  Mr.  (Ovid)  Vick- 
ers could  really  cut  a rug! 

“I  have  also  taken  up  tickets 
at  ball  games,  been  a patient  for 
the  school  nurse  when  she  was 
testing  people  for  certification  as 
nurses’  aides,  sponsored  teams 
at  Spring  Spree  and  many  other 
things.  Most  of  what  I have  done 
has  been  enjoyable.” 

While  working  at  the  Col- 
lege, Haralson  also  found  time 
to  earn  her  associate’s  degree. 
She  received  the  AA  in  business 
technology  in  1991. 

Haralson  said  she  has  spent 
her  entire  adult  life  working 
with  young  people  in  some 
capacity  and  is  sure  she  will 
miss  her  girls. 

“I  have  been  a teacher’s  aide, 
4-H  leader  and  have  raised  five 
children  and  I am  not  sure  what 
it  is  going  to  be  like  spending 
time  with  people  closer  to  my 
own  age,”  said  Haralson.  “I 
have  known  elementary  school 
teachers  who  said  they  couldn’t 
think  on  a higher  level  than  the 
grade  they  taught.  I believe  that 
because  I probably  think  more 
like  a teenager  than  a great- 
grandmother!” 

Haralson  said  although  this 
has  been  a very  good  job  for  her 
and  she  is  sure  she  will  miss  it, 
she  is  looking  forward  to  staying 
home  and  pursuing  some  of  her 

AWARDS  DAY  (continued 

Those  nominating  her  wrote, 
“She  is  a leader  and  exemplary 
student.  She  is  an  inspiration  to 
her  fellow  students  and  will  be 
greatly  missed  when  she  leaves 
East  Central.  She  has  a wonder- 
ful attitude  and  puts  a smile  on 
your  face  when  she  walks  in  the 
room.  She  is  an  outstanding 
young  woman  that  possesses  the 
qualities  required  to  be  selected 
to  the  Hall  of  Fame.” 

A graduate  of  Leake  Academy, 
she  is  the  daughter  of  Weida 
Powe  of  Philadelphia  and  the 
late  Ed  Powe. 

Photographs  of  these  students 
will  hang  in  the  Hall  of  Fame 
collection  in  the  lobby  of  Huff 
Auditorium. 

ADDITIONAL  AWARD 
RECIPIENTS 

In  addition  to  the  Hall  of  Fame 
honorees,  various  academic 
honors  were  presented  as  well 
as  a number  of  awards  for  extra- 
curricular activities. 

Vocational  award  recipients 
included  Kenny  Gomillion  of 
Morton,  cabinetmaking;  Robert 
Hardy  of  Lawrence,  carpen- 
try; Vanessa  Barton  of  Walnut 
Grove  and  Pamela  Lane  of 
Union,  cosmetology;  Allen  Jack- 
son  of  Philadelphia,  welding 
and  cutting;  Dawn  Cooksey  of 
Conehatta  and  Debbie  Mclnnish 
of  Carthage,  licensed  practical 
nursing;  and  Patricia  Phillips  of 
Union,  “Vocational  Student  of 
the  Year.” 

Recipients  of  technical  awards 
were  Christopher  Gordon  of 
Union,  collision  repair;  Curtis 
Brown  of  (fill  in)  automotive 
technology;  Latahua  Sledge  of 
Philadelphia,  child  develop- 


hobbies. 

“I  love  to  work  in  my  yard, 
quilt,  paint,  sew  and  spend  time 
with  my  grandchildren  and  I am 
looking  forward  to  being  active 
in  church  again,”  she  said. 

Haralson  added,  “I  started  my 
time  at  East  Central  with  my 
daughter  in  the  dorm  and  am 
ending  with  my  granddaughter, 
Amy  Haralson,  being  a student 
here.  I’ve  also  had  two  other 
grandchildren  and  a host  of 
nieces  and  nephews  attend  East 
Central  in  between.  What  more 
could  a person  ask?” 

In  addition  to  her  daugh- 
ter, Vicki,  Haralson  and  her 
husband  had  four  other  chil- 
dren: Gordon,  Peggy,  Ronnie 
and  Carl.  Gordon  lives  in 
New  Braunfels,  Texas.  Peggy, 
Ronnie  and  Vicki  all  live  in 
Scott  County.  Carl  died  two 
years  ago  after  being  burned  in 
an  accident.  Haralson  has  10 
grandchildren  and  one  great- 
grandchild. 


ment;  Ethel  DuBose  of  Shubuta, 
computer  technology;  Matthew 
Smith  of  Morton,  electrical  tech- 
nology; Ryan  McCann  of  Phila- 
delphia, electronics;  Bridget 
Worthy  of  Louisville,  gerontol- 
ogy; Thomas  Hitt  of  Little  Rock, 
heating  and  air  conditioning; 
Eddie  Alexander  of  Little  Rock, 
first  year  machine  shop;  Von- 
treal  Hunt  of  Louisville,  second 
year  machine  shop;  Eli  Fulton  of 
Little  Rock,  computer  network 
support;  Tara  Moore  of  Little 
Rock,  surgical  technology;  and 
Eric  Gunn  of  Forest,  “Technical 
Student  of  the  Year.” 

Special  awards  were  presented 
to  Nathan  Stamper  of  Deca- 
tur, citizenship  award;  Betty 
Janette  Robinson  of  Carthage, 
ECCC  Players;  Natalie  Duncan 
of  Lake  and  Adam  McAdory 
of  Louisville,  ECCC  Singers; 
Sharon  Gaddis  of  Carthage  and 
Terance  Anderson  of  Preston, 
ECCC  Gospel  Choir;  Eliza- 
beth Harrell  of  Carthage,  EC 
Environmental  Club;  Timothy 
Fieber  of  Philadelphia,  Richard 
Fisher  Organic  Chemistry;  Coco 
Graham  of  Philadelphia,  Phila- 
delphia-Neshoba  County  Arts 
Council  Scholarship;  Glenda 
Brown  of  Union,  Ruth  Carr- 
Vincent  Award  for  Academic 
Excellence  in  Nontraditional 
Education;  Steven  McGee  of 
Lawrence,  Kappa  Kappa  Iota 
Scholarship;  Joseph  Charlton 
of  Little  Rock,  Timothy  Fieber 
of  Philadelphia,  Luke  McNair 
of  Hickory  and  Eric  Townsend 
of  Forest,  freshman  mathemat- 
ics awards;  Stephan  Sykes  of 
Lawrence  and  Adam  Joseph 
Wall  of  Forest,  sophomore 


Ward  Memorial  Scholarship 
Established  At  East  Central 


A scholarship  honoring  the 
late  Captain  Charles  E.  Ward 
of  Pace,  Florida,  was  recently 
established  at  East  Central 
Community  College,  his  alma 
mater. 

Mrs.  Gail  M.  Ward,  Captain 
Ward’s  widow,  said  she  and 
their  three  sons  - Roger,  Mike 
and  David  Ward  initiated  the 
scholarship  endowment  in  his 
memory  “because  he  deeply 
appreciated  the  opportunity  to 
attend  EC  and  participate  in 
athletics.” 

“Education  was  very  impor- 
tant to  ‘Charlie.’  He  served 
on  many  committees  in  the 
community,  including  the  pre- 
school board  at  his  church. 

He  enjoyed  mentoring  and 
reading  to  first-grade  students 
on  a weekly  basis  at  Bagdad 
Elementary  School  in  Milton, 
Florida.  This  scholarship 
endowment  will  continue  his 
desire  to  assist  a young  person 
with  furthering  his  or  her  edu- 
cation,” Mrs.  Ward  said. 

Captain  Ward,  who  died  of 
cancer  on  December  27,  2002, 
was  originally  from  Louisville, 
where  his  mother,  Mrs.  Hilda 
Parker  Ward,  a 1932  ECCC 
graduate,  still  resides.  Ward 
attended  East  Central  on  an 
academic/athletic  scholarship 
and  was  a standout  member  of 
the  football  and  baseball  teams. 

He  also  served  as  president  of 
Student  Body  Association  and 
was  selected  a class  favorite  his 
sophomore  year.  He  graduated 
from  EC  in  1957  and  continued 
his  education  at  Louisiana  Col- 
lege in  Pineville,  La.,  earning  a 
bachelor’s  degree  in  mathemat- 
ics. 

After  college.  Ward  played 
professional  baseball  with 
the  North  Louisiana  Rookie 
League. 

In  1959,  he  entered  the  Navy 
and  earned  his  Navy  “Wings 
of  Gold”  in  1961.  Ward  served 
over  30  years  in  the  Navy  and 
earned  numerous  awards, 
including  three  Legions  of 
Merit,  the  Meritorious  Service 
Medal,  the  Air  Medal,  and  three 


Navy  Commendation  Medals. 

Captain  Ward  furthered  his 
education  by  earning  a master’s 
degree  in  computer  systems 
management  in  1972  from  the 
Naval  Post  Graduate  School  in 
Monterey,  California. 

He  retired  from  active  duty 
in  1990,  and  began  teaching 
college  algebra  as  an  Adjunct 
Professor  at  Pensacola  (Fla.) 
Junior  College. 

From  1991  to  1999,  he 
worked  for  Raytheon  Aerospace 
serving  as  Site  Manager  for  Air- 
craft Maintenance  Operations 
on  the  Navy’s  Primary  Trainer 
aircraft  at  the  Naval  Air  Sta- 
tion Whiting  Field  in  Milton, 
Florida. 

In  his  spare  time,  Ward 
served  as  a member  of  several 
organizations  and  was  an  avid 
golfer.  He  was  a very  active 
charter  member  of  the  Emerald 
Coast  Senior  Amateur  Scratch 
Series,  achieving  two  “holes- 
in-one”  in  tournament  play.  He 
was  also  a member  and  active 
player  at  his  home  course, 
Stonebrook  Golf  Club  in  Pace, 
Florida. 

In  1999,  Ward  was  recognized 
for  his  stellar  career  as  an  ath- 
lete with  his  induction  to  the 
ECCC  Athletic  Hall  of  Fame.  He 
was  selected  for  membership 
in  the  Louisiana  College  Sports 
Hall  of  Fame  the  following 
year. 

Candidates  for  the  Captain 
Charles  E.  Ward  USN/RET 
Memorial  Scholarship  must  be 
an  entering  freshman,  enrolling 
as  full-time  student;  must  be  an 
athlete,  with  preference  given 
to  golf,  football  and  baseball; 
have  at  least  a 2.5  grade  point 
average  on  a 4.0  scale;  and 
reside  in  one  of  East  Central’s 
five  supporting  counties. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Vice  President  for  Student 
Services  Office,  East  Central 
Community  College,  P.  O.  Box 
129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-2111  or  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  375.  The  email 
address  is  ikillens@eccc.edu. 


mathematics  awards;  Glenda 
Brown  of  Union,  secondary  edu- 
cation award;  Adam  Franklin 
Mann  of  Philadelphia,  S.  Lebrun 
Hutchison  Engineering;  Amy 
Warner  of  Louisville,  Myrtle  R. 
Hutchison  Elementary  Educa- 
tion; Ashley  Fleming  of  Phila- 
delphia, Margaret  Mosal  Award 
for  Leadership;  Jenna  Talbert  of 
Newton,  Ann  Burkes  Phi  Theta 
Kappa;  Chasity  Robertson  of 
Philadelphia  and  Ashley  Ogle- 
tree  of  Sebastopol,  Mississippi 
Business  Education  Associa- 
tion student  awards;  Jennifer 
Carson  of  Decatur,  Alyne  Sim- 
mons Recruitment  Grant;  Luke 
McNair  of  Hickory,  Spanish; 
Beth  Wedgeworth  of  Forest, 
Outstanding  Associate  Degree 
Outstanding  Achievement;  and 
David  Burt  of  Newton,  Walter 
Arno  Vincent  Award  for  Aca- 
demic Excellence  in  Athletics. 

Alumni  Memorial  Award 
recipients  included  Tyler  Rodg- 
ers of  Louisville,  Billy  Wayne 
Baucum  Secondary  Educa- 
tion; Mary  Margaret  Irons  of 
Philadelphia,  Opal  McMullan 
Dickerson  Elementary  Educa- 
tion; Grayson  England  of  Phila- 
delphia, Alatha  Chaney  English 
Award;  Stephan  Sykes  of  Law- 
rence, W.A.  Coursey,  Jr.  Engi- 
neering; Lisa  Chamblee  of  Car- 
thage, Sue  Yarbrough  Fulgham 
Speech;  Andrew  Massey  of  Lou- 
isville, William  S.  Giffin  Men’s 
Intramural;  Charlene  Foreman 
of  Little  Rock  and  Tim  Morgan 
of  Lake,  Homer  F.  Hunter 
Award  for  Athletic  Managers; 
Adam  Joseph  Wall  of  Forest, 
Danny  Ray  Killens  Engineering; 
Jimmy  Hall  of  Lena,  Jack  B. 


Mayo  Phi  Theta  Kappa;  Timo- 
thy Fieber  of  Phihladelphia,  Dr. 
Edwin  Miller  Medical  Services; 
Kevin  Bobbitt  of  Lake,  Howard 
Sessums  Men’s  Basketball;  and 
Pete  McBride  of  (fill  in),  Andrew 

F.  Webb  Football. 

Faculty  Memorial  Awards 

were  presented  to  Elizabeth 
Johnson  of  Philadelphia,  J.  Wal- 
lace Bedwell  Business;  Joseph 
Charlton  of  Little  Rock,  Frank 
M.  Cross  Freshman  Chemistry; 
Emily  Mayes  of  Decatur,  Robert 

G.  Fick  Memorial;  Ashley  Flem- 
ing of  Philadelphia,  Frank 
Edwin  and  Nena  Holt  Leath- 
erwood  Biology  Science;  Luke 
McNair  of  Hickory,  J.  Andy 
Miller  Freshman  Engineering; 
Michelle  Alawine  of  (fill  in), 

O.L.  Newell  Drafting;  Pinkey 
Gordon  of  Carthage,  Charles  E. 
Pennington  Business  Technol- 
ogy; Amy  Warner  of  Louisville, 
General  William  Patrick  Wilson 
General  Academic  Award;  Adam 
McAdory  of  Louisville,  Leon 
Eubanks  Kaljyc-Peers;  Court- 
ney Puckett  of  Louisville,  Ruth 
Hull  Wo-He-Lo;  Shelley  Brake 
of  Florence,  L.B.  Simmons  His- 
tory; and  Blair  Anderson  of 
Decatur,  Thomas  W.  Thrash 
Scholarship. 

Various  students  were  also 
recognized  for  being  named  to 
Who’s  Who  Among  Students 

in  American  Community  and 

Junior  Colleges  and  transfer 
scholarships  were  presented  by 
The  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi, the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Mississippi  State 
University. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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Win  Intramural  Soccer  Championship 

“The  Corinth  Connection”  claimed  the  intramural  soccer  cham- 
pionship held  at  East  Central  Community  College.  Team  members 
include  (kneeling  from  left)  Jonathan  Walker  of  Decatur,  John 
Theobald  of  Vicksburg,  Nate  Alexander  of  Corinth  and  David  Burt 
of  Newton,  and  (standing  from  left)  Daniel  Russell  of  Union,  Corey 
Kemp  of  Corinth,  Lindsey  Wedgeworth  of  Pulaski,  Lisa  Chamblee 
of  Carthage  and  Cody  Comans  of  Decatur.  Not  pictured  is  Ryan 
Loper  of  Decatur. 


Coach  Anderson  to  retire  following  28  years 


Plans  are  underway  for  the 
second  annual  East  Central 
Community  College  Warrior 
Golf  Classic  - a fundraiser  for 
ECCC  scholarships  - which  will 
be  held  Thursday,  June  12  at  the 
award-winning  Dancing  Rabbit 
Golf  Club  on  the  Pearl  River 
Resort  in  Choctaw,  Mississippi. 

A shotgun  start  at  9 a.m.  offi- 
cially begins  the  four-person 
scramble,  scheduled  on  the 
Oaks  Course.  Entry  fee  is  $125 
per  person,  which  includes 
green  fees,  golf  cart,  tourna- 
ment T-shirt,  box  lunch  and  the 
opportunity  to  win  various  door 
prizes.  An  awards  ceremony 
concludes  the  day’s  activities. 

The  deadline  to  enter  the  War- 
rior Golf  Classic  is  Friday,  May 


30. 

Corporate  sponsorships  are 
also  available  on  the  following 
levels:  Gold  - $650  (includes 
fees  for  one  team  and  hole  spon- 
sorship with  company  name 
prominently  displayed);  Silver- 
$400  (includes  fees  for  two  golf- 
ers and  hole  sponsorship  with 
company  name  prominently 
displayed);  Hole  Sponsor  - $200 
(one-hole  sponsorship  with 
company  or  individual  name 
prominently  displayed);  and  T- 
Shirt  Sponsor  - $100  (company 
name  listed  on  tournament  T- 
shirt). 

All  sponsors  will  be  also  rec- 
ognized in  the  ECCC  alumni 
magazine,  ’The  Warrior,  which  is 
mailed  to  approximately  10,000 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  Col- 


Warrior  Tennis  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Warrior  tennis 
team  for  2003  include,  from  left,  Jeremy  Wilcher  of  Carthage,  Bran- 
don Walker  of  Nanih  Waiya,  Luke  Howell  of  Decatur,  Jason  Fulcher 
of  Noxapater,  Chris  Davis  of  Louisville  and  Alan  Taylor  of  Philadel- 
phia. Also  pictured  is  Brad  Hodge,  Warrior  tennis  coach.  Not  pic- 
tured is  team  member  Timothy  Fieber  of  Philadelphia. 


lege. 

Proceeds  from  the  tournament 
will  be  used  to  fund  scholar- 
ships for  students  from  the 
five-county  district  who  plan  to 
attend  East  Central.  Last  year’s 
tournament  netted  $7,000  for 
scholarships,  which  will  be  pre- 
sented to  incoming  freshmen  at 
the  College’s  annual  Scholarship 
Awards  Luncheon  scheduled  in 
May. 

For  more  information  contact 
Stacey  Hollingsworth,  Office  of 
Foundation  and  Alumni  Rela- 
tions, East  Central  Community 
College,  P.  O.  Box  129,  Decatur, 
MS  39327,  Phone  635-2111  or 
call  toll  free,  1-877-462-3222, 
ext.  375.  The  email  address  is 
sholling@eccc.edu. 

Praise  youth  and  it  will 
prosper.-Irish  Proverb 


No  matter  what  your  lot  in  life, 
build  something  on  it.  -Anonymous 


He  is  a graduate  of  Decatur 
High  School  and  ECCC. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Kathy  Anthony  of  Sebasto- 


pol, who  is  owner/operator  of 
Kathy’s  Kut  and  Kurl  in  Deca- 
tur. They  have  a daughter,  Mrs, 
Robbie  (Jennifer)  Pierce,  a 


pharmacist  at  Wal-Mart  in  Flo- 
wood.  The  Pierces  have  a daugh- 
ter, Britton. 


ECCC  Wins  Judge's  Cup 


ECCC  Lady  Warrior  Tennis  Team 

Above  are  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College 
women’s  tennis  team  for  the  2003  campaign.  From  left  are  Kery 
McDill  of  Decatur,  Courtney  Puckett  of  Louisville,  and  Carrie 
Shrock,  Kristen  Dunn  and  Jennifer  Walker,  all  of  Philadelphia.  Also 
pictured  is  Brad  Hodge,  Lady  Warrior  tennis  coach.  Not  pictured  is 
team  member  Nikki  Tullos  of  Philadelphia. 


ECCC  All-Stars 

East  Central  Community  College  All-Star  basketball  players  are 
shown  with  their  respective  coaches  prior  to  the  annual  MACJC 
Games  held  April  1 1, 2003,  at  Choctaw  Central  High  School.  From 
left  are  Brad  Hodge,  Lady  Warrior  head  coach;  Tamekia  Foley, 
a 5’10  guard  from  Newton  County  High  School;  Corey  Hornsby, 
a 6’4"  forward  from  Istrouma  High  School  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.; 
Donzell  Crenshaw,  a 6’3”  guard  from  Ridgeway  High  School  in 
Memphis,  Tenn.;  and  Bill  Smith,  Warrior  head  coach.  Foley  had  10 
points  in  helping  lead  the  South  women  to  an  easy  90-67  win,  and 
Hornsby  pumped  in  13  points  as  the  South  men  rolled  to  a 101- 
88  victory.  Crenshaw  added  two  points  and  was  one  of  his  team’s 
defensive  standouts.  Sponsors  of  the  annual  MACJC  All-Star  Bas- 
ketball Games  are  ECCC,  Pepsi,  Silver  Star  Resort  and  Casino,  and 
the  Mississippi  Band  of  Choctaw  Indians. 


East  Central  Community  College  baseball  players  are  all  smiles  after  the  Diamond  Warriors  defeated 
East  Mississippi  Community  College  10-6  on  March  31  to  claim  the  Judge’s  Cup,  an  annual  competi- 
tion sponsored  by  Judge  Little,  owner  of  Judge  Little  Sporting  Goods  in  Meridian.  Little  (second  from 
left)  presented  the  trophy  to  ECCC  co-captains  Justin  Darby  of  Union  and  Jake  Nester  of  Lake  follow- 
ing the  nine-inning  contest,  held  at  Jamie  Clark  Memorial  Stadium  on  the  Decatur  campus.  East  Cen- 
tral has  won  the  Judge’s  Cup  three  of  the  four  years  Little  has  sponsored  the  event.  Jake  Yarborough 
serves  as  head  coach  of  the  Diamond  Warriors  and  Reggie  Richardson  is  his  assistant. 


Intramural  Soccer  Runners-Up 

“The  Nadds”  won  second-place  honors  in  the  intramural  soccer 
competition  held  at  East  Central  Community  College.  Team  mem- 
bers are  (kneeling  from  left)  Andy  Smith  of  Decatur,  Nic  Meeks  of 
Morton,  Ryan  Crick  of  Louisville  and  Seltue  Karweaye  of  The  Peo- 
ple’s Institute,  Liberia,  West  Africa,  and  (standing  from  left)  Ricky 
Archuleta  of  Florence,  Robby  Phillipson  of  Mendenhall,  Lee  Beard 
and  Lorenzo  Coley,  both  of  Morton,  and  Derek  Dunn  of  Philadel- 
phia. 


Delta  State  University 


a At  Delta  State  University,  you 
become  a member  of  our  family. 

a You’ll  meet  professors  who  are  committed  to 
not  only  preparing  students,  but  exposing  them 
to  opportunity. 

a Delta  State  has  special  relationships 
with  area,  regional,  and  national  companies. 
Our  connections  become  your  connections. 

a Delta  State  offers  majors  in  all  of 
Mississippi’s  leading  occupations. 

a Easy  transfer  of  credits  and  hours 

a Thousands  of  dollars  available  in 
scholarships 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  Scholarships 
Departmental  Scholarships 
Financial  Aid  Available 


Learning  Today,.. Leading  Tomorrow 


Delta  State  University 


Mike  Anderson 


East 
Central 
Communit 
College’s 
first  softballl 
coach  has 
announced 
plans  to 
retire  fol- 
lowing 28 
years  of 
service 
on  the 

Decatur  campus. 

Mike  Anderson,  who  has  led 
the  Lady  Warrior  softball  pro- 
gram since  its  inception  in  1992, 
will  officially  end  his  tenure  at 
the  College  on  May  9,  2003. 

Anderson  has  successfully 
guided  the  Lady  Warriors 
through  slow-pitch  and  fast- 
pitch  competition. 

His  1994  slow-pitch  team  won 
the  North  Division  champion- 
ship, placed  third  in  the  MACJC 
State  Tournament,  and  finished 
fourth  in  Region  23  competi- 
tion en  route  to  a 25-15  record. 
In  all,  he  had  three  teams  to 
place  third  in  the  state  tourna- 
ment and  two  squads  finished 
third  in  Region  23  competition. 
His  overall  record  as  slow-pitch 
coach  was  166-166. 

East  Central  began  fast-pitch 
competition  in  2001,  and  the 
Lady  Warriors  continued  their 
winning  ways  by  posting  a 30- 
20  mark.  The  2002  squad  made 
history  by  qualifying  for  post- 
season play  and  finished  with  a 
24-15  mark.  Anderson’s  2003 
team  went  12-18. 

Prior  to  2003  campaign, 
Anderson’s  teams  included  two 
All-Americans,  11  All-Region 
players,  10  All-State  selections, 
and  eight  student-athletes  who 
were  named  NJCAA  Academic 
All-Americans. 

In  addition  to  serving  as  soft- 
ball  coach,  Anderson  was  Direc- 
tor of  Intramurals  and  previ- 
ously held  the  title  of  Director  of 
Student  Activities. 


EC  making  plans  for 
Warrior  Golf  Classic 


The  Tom-Tom 
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Alumnae  Wood,  I brash  Named  ‘Power  of  One’  Award  Recipients 


ECCC  alumnae  Lucille  Wood  (left)  and  J'-aneite  Thrash,  both  of 
Decatur,  who  were  presented  Mississippi's  “Power  of  One”  awards 
during  ceremonies  March  17  in  Jackson.  (Photo  submitted  by  Lois 


Cooper) 

East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege alumnae  Lucille  Wood 
(Class  of  1951)  and  Jeanette 
Thrash  (Class  of  1958),  both 
of  Decatur,  were  among  nine 
recipients  of  the  annual  “Power 
of  One”  awards,  presented  at 
the  2003  Mississippi  Women’s 
Conference  held  March  17  in 
Jackson. 

The  one-day  event  recog 
nizes  the  significant  progress 
women  are  making  profession 
ally,  economically,  socially  and 
professionally  in  Mississippi. 
“Power  of  One”  awards  are  also 
presented  to  women  “who  have 
given  selflessly  of  their  time  and 
talents  to  make  a difference  in 
the  lives  of  all  Mississippians. 

Myrlie  Evers-Williams,  widow 
of  slain  civil  rights  worker 
Medgar  Evers,  served  as  key- 
note speaker  for  the  conference, 
which  addressed  such  topics 
as  health  and  fitness,  financing 
a small  business,  managing  a 
diverse  workplace,  and  securing 
one’s  financial  future. 

Wood,  who  teaches  physical 
education  and  education  classes 
at  East  Central  and  is  a former 
women’s  basketball  coach,  will 
complete  50  years  of  service  to 
the  community  colleges  of  Mis- 
sissippi in  May  2003. 


A native  of  Winston  County, 
Wood  taught  and  coached  at 
Copiah-Lincoln  Community  Col- 
lege in  Wesson  for  three  years, 
and  began  her  teaching  career  at 
East  Central  in  1956. 

It  was  also  during  this  period 
that  women’s  basketball  had 
been  discontinued  in  the 
community /junior  college 
system,  and  Wood  initiated 
efforts  to  have  the  sport  rein- 
stated, a dream  others  that 
became  a reality  in  1974. 

Wood  began  her  tenure  as 
women's  basketball  coach  that 
same  year,  and  led  her  Lady 
Warriors  to  two  state  champion- 
ships and  numerous  division 
titles  before  retiring  from  coach- 
ing in  1986. 

Throughout  her  career  she  has 
held  various  positions  of  lead- 
ership on  the  region  and  state 
levels.  She  served  as  Region  23 
Director  to  the  National  Junior 
College  Athletic  Association 
from  1987-97,  and  was  selected 
the  first  president  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Association  of  Women’s 
Coaches.  She  was  also  the  first 
coach  of  the  Mississippi  Junior 
College  All-Star  Team. 

Honors  she  has  received 
include  her  selection  to  Two 
Thousand  Notable  Americans, 


First  Edition;  Personalities  in 
the  South;  Who’s  Who  in  the 
South  and  Southwest;  Who’s 
Who  of  American  Women;  and 
Who's  Who  in  American  Educa- 
tion- 2002. 

Wood  served  as  president 
of  the  ECCC  Alumni  Associa- 
tion in  1963  and  1964,  and  was 
twice  chosen  as  president  of  the 
ECCC  Faculty  Club.  She  was 
inducted  into  the  ECCC  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1988,  and  was 
named  the  College’s  HEADWAE 
instructor.  HEADWAE  (Higher 
Education  Appreciation  Day 
-Working  Toward  Academic 
Excellence)  is  a program  the 
Mississippi  Legislature  sponsors 
to  recognize  outstanding  college 
instructors  and  students. 

ECCC’s  Brackeen-Wood  Physi- 
cal Education  Building  is  named 
in  honor  of  her  and  former 
All-American  basketball  player 
Denver  Brackeen. 

Regarding  her  career  as 
a teacher  and  coach,  Wood 
replied,  “Naturally  I am  proud 
of  my  basketball  teams  and 
their  accomplishments,  but  it  is 
seeing  young  men  and  women, 
who  have  passed  through  my 
classes,  going  on  to  become 
coaches,  teachers,  counselors, 
and  school  administrators  that 
gives  me  greater  satisfaction.” 

Thrash,  principal  at  Newton 
County  Elementary  School, 
has  accumulated  40  years  in 
the  field  of  education,  having 
previously  served  as  a class- 
room teacher,  remedial  reading 
teacher,  curriculum  supervisor, 
and  administrative  assistant. 

She  is  also  a former  principal 
at  Boler  Elementary  School  in 
Decatur. 

She  was  selected  for  Governor 
William  Winter’s  “Conference 
on  Education”  in  1982  and  was 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to 
serve  as  a member  of  the  Per- 
formance-Based School  Assess- 
ment Task  Force  from  1983-84. 

Thrash  is  a charter  member 
and  past  president  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Professional  Educators 


organization.  She  is  also  an 
active  member  of  various  civic 
and  church  activities.  She  is  a 
36-year  member  of  the  Decatur 
Women’s  Progressive  Club,  and 
holds  membership  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Federated  Women’s  Clubs, 
Incorporated;  the  Greater  Deca- 
tur Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
ECCC  Alumni  Association.  In 
addition,  she  is  a former  presi- 
dent of  Delta  Kappa  Gamma 
and  previously  served  as  a Girl 
Scouts  of  America  leader  and 
was  a member  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  the  Decatur  Public 
Libraiy. 

Among  honors  Thrash  has 
received  include  her  selection 
as  Outstanding  Young  Woman 
in  1968, 1969  and  1970,  and 
Outstanding  Young  Educator 
in  1974.  She  received  the  Zeta 
State  Scholarship  in  1975  and 
1986,  and  in  1999  was  presented 
the  Xi  Chapter’s  Woman  of  Dis- 
tinction Award  for  Delta  Kappa 
Gamma. 

She  was  chosen  ECCC’s 
Alumna  of  the  Year  in  2000, 
and  the  Greater  Decatur  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  selected  her  to 
serve  as  Grand  Marshall  of  the 
2002  Christmas  Parade.  Most 
recently  she  has  been  named  to 
the  2004  edition  of  Who’s  Who 
in  Executives  and  Professionals. 

She  was  married  to  the  late 
Tommy  Thrash,  longtime  ECCC 
faculty  member.  Their  family 
includes  two  daughters,  Mrs. 
Robbie  (Mev)  Knight  of  Merid- 
ian and  Mrs.  Robert  (Melissa) 
Carleton  of  Newton,  and  two 
grandchildren,  Kelsi  and  Logan 
Knight. 

When  asked  what  advice  she 
gives  to  young  women,  Thrash 
replied:  “Whatever  you  do,  give 
it  your  best  shot.  As  long  as 
you  do  the  very  best  you  can, 
no  matter  the  circumstances, 
you  should  have  no  regret.  Give 
your  love,  your  acceptance  and 
your  guidance  freely.  Walk  close 
to  God  and  your  life  will  be 
blessed.” 


Work  begins  on  Phase  II  of  student  union  building 


by  Vickie  Powe 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 

Recently,  the  dirt  work  for 
phase  two  of  the  Eddie  M. 

Smith  Student  Services  building 
began.  This  plan  has  been  on 
the  agenda  for  quite  some  time, 
but,  according  to  Mike  Deal- 
ing, Physical  Plant  Director, 
money  has  only  recently  become 
available  from  the  state  for  the 
project.  The  dirt  work  should  b< 
completed  soon  with  construe 
tion  on  the  building  beginning 
sometime  in  2004. 

After  everything  is  completed. 


the  new  building  Mil  hfftfcft’  " 
Admissions,  a'  new  Grill,  and’a 
fitness  center,  which  hopefully 
will  house  several  treadmills, 
exercise  bicycles,  and  other 
workout  equipment.  Also,  to 
everyone’s  delight,  new  parking 
will  also  be  available! 

Although  everyone  is  excited 
about  a new  addition  to  the 
campus,  some  questions  still 
remain.  First,  how  will  this 
affect  students  financially? 
Thankfully,  there  will  be  no 
tuition  increase  due  to  this  proj- 
ect because  the  money  will  come 
from  a bond  issue  through  the 


statfe/  Second,  many  freshmen 
who  will  return  as  sophomores 
eligible  for  honors  housing 
wonder  if  the  brick  house  that  is 
so  close  to  the  site  will  be  torn 
down  or  left  to  house  students. 
Much  to  the  delight  of  dorm 
weary  freshmen,  the  brick  house 
will  remain. 

This  poses  another  concern  as 
many  wonder  if  the  house  will 
be  safe  being  so  close  to  the  con- 
struction site.  Despite  concerns, 
Dearing  and  Vice  President  for 
Student  Services  Joe  Killens, 
said  students  can  be  sure  that 
East  Central  would  never  do 


anything to  endanger  the  liVes 
of  students  and  and  that  the' 
house  is  completely  safe'. 

Work  for  the  new  building  is 
progressing  swiftly,  despite  the 
recent  flooding  which  caused 
much  repetitive  work  to  have 
to  be  done.  Although  most  cur- 
rent ECCC  students  will  never 
see  the  completion  of  phase  two 
while  at  the  college,  future  gen- 
erations will  have  a much  more 
modern  campus  to  inhabit. 

Please  bear  with  the  construc- 
tion crews  as  the  semester,  as 
well  as  the  school  year,  wind 
down! 


Female  student  hopes  to  ‘break  the  mold’  as  a machinist 


Brittni  Black,  a freshman  nontraditional  student  enrolled  in 
machine  shop  technology,  operates  a lathe  with  assistance  from 
instructor  Danny  Gressett.  Black,  a graduate  of  Scott  Central  High 
School,  is  only  female  enrolled  in  the  two-year  program. 

because  1 had  never  worked  in 


At  one  point  in  her  young  life. 
East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege freshman  Brittni  Black  of 
Forest  thought  she  wanted  to  be 
a nurse.  She  took  a few  nurse- 
related  courses  at  Alcorn  State 
University  and  even  worked  at 
a nursing  home  to  see  if  nursing 
was  her  calling.  She  soon  dis- 
covered, however,  that  a career 
as  a nurse  was  not  for  her. 

Then  a friend  told  her  about 
the  machine  shop  technology 
program  offered  at  East  Cen 
tral  Community  College.  She 
enrolled  in  the  program  last  fall 
and  soon  discovered  that  she 
liked  working  with  machines, 
even  though  said  she  had  no 
background  in  the  field. 

“It  took  a while  for  me  to 
get  adjusted  in  the  program, 


a shop  before.  But  I found  out 
that  I really  like  working  with 
machines.  I’ve  always  been  the 
kind  of  person  who  liked  taking 
things  apart  and  fixing  stuff,  so 
this  type  of  work  is  something 
I can  relate  to,”  the  Chicago 
native  stated.  “I  especially  liked 
running  the  lathe,  mill  and 
drilling  machine.  I have  a lot  to 
learn  but  when  I complete  the 
program  next  year,  I feel  confi- 
dent I can  find  a good  job." 

Black,  24,  is  a graduate  of 
Scott  Central  High  School  and 
a Chicago  native.  She  came  to 
Mississippi  about  seven  years 
ago.  A single  parent,  she  com- 
mutes to  campus  from  her  home 
in  Forest.  She  represents  an 
increasing  number  of  female 


students  who  are  enrolling  in 
programs  dominated  by  male 
students.  She  said  being  a part 
of  the  “gender  equity”  move- 
ment is  fine  with  her.  And  the 
male  students  also  don’t  seem  to 
mind  that  a female  is  a member 
of  their  class. 

“The  male  students  treat  me 
like  we  have  known  each  other 
for  years.  Being  the  only  female 
in  the  class  was  a shock  for  them 
at  first,  but  it  didn’t  take  long  for 
them  to  treat  me  like  I was  just 
one  of  the  guys.  We  get  along 
really  well,”  Black  stated. 

Danny  Gressett,  Black’s 
instructor,  said  he  has  been 
pleased  with  her  progress. 

“Brittni  is  a good  student. 

She  did  not  know  anything 
about  machine  shop  when  she 
enrolled,  but  she  is  really  doing 
quite  well.  She’s  real  good  in 
math  and  blue  print  reading  and 
has  done  a great  job  completing 
her  projects,”  Gressett  stated. 

Gressett  noted  that  oppor- 
tunities in  the  machine  shop 
field  are  available  for  female 
students,  especially  in  the  auto- 
motive industry  with  Nissan  and 
Unipres  locating  in  the  area. 

“I  expect  that  females  would 
probably  excel  in  this  field 
because  of  the  type  work  that 
is  involved.  The  work  is  very 
detailed  in  nature,  and  involves 
using  a computer  and  a lot  of 
math.  Math  is  very  prominent 
in  machine  work.  I think  that 
young  women  would  be  very 
good  in  this  field,  especially  if 
they  like  a challenge  and  like  to 


understand  how  things  work.” 
Gressett  stated. 

He  encourages  females  who 
are  undecided  about  their 
choice  of  vocation  to  consider 
the  machine  shop  technology 
program. 

“I  invite  female  students  to 
check  out  our  program  and  see 
if  they  are  interested  in  doing 
this  type  of  work.  It’s  not  for 
eveiyone,  but  for  those  who  like 
a challenge  and  enjoy  working 
with  their  hands,  opportuni- 
ties are  available  for  success. 
Machinists  can  make  a lot  of 
money,”  Gressett  said. 

Black  said  she  is  also  encour- 
aging other  female  students  to 
consider  the  machine  shop  tech- 
nology program. 

“I’ve  talked  with  several 
females  about  the  program  and 
they  want  to  know  if  they’ll  get 
dirty  and  smell  like  oil.  And  I 
tell  them  they  may  get  a little 
dirty  but  changing  clothes  will 
take  care  of  that  problem!  After 
all,  the  opportunities  that  are 
available  in  this  field  far  out- 
weigh getting  a little  dirty,” 

Black  said. 

Black  said  she  does  not  really 
consider  herself  a pioneer  in 
the  machine  shop  technology 
field,  but  she  does  hope  that 
other  female  students  will  follow 
her  lead.  “After  all,”  she  stated, 
“men  are  expected  to  come  into 
the  field  ...  I just  hope  that  1 
have  broken  the  mold.” 
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ECCC  VICA  Officer 


Serving  as  VICA  (Vocational  Industrial  Clubs  of  America)  officers 
at  East  Central  Community  College  an?,  sente  1 from  left.  Amanda 
Federline,  secretary,  and  David  Walteis.  reppCtei.  both  of  Philadel- 
phia; Matthew  .Smith,  vice  piesident.  ol  Lioito.  and  standing  from 
left.  Matt  Brown,  president,  and  Allen  T>d  '-m  • uliamentarian, 
both  of  Philadelphia.  Also  piefumd  is  d • a chnology  instruc- 
tor John  Everett  who  serves  as  chapter  ■ 1 
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United  States  war  with  Iraq  takes  toll  on  ECCC  family,  friends 


by  Jimmy  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Editor 


“Make  Love,  Not 
War!”,  “Peace”,  “Death  to 
Saddam, ’’etc... 

In  the  months  leading  up 
to  the  war  in  Iraq,  many 
public  displays  for  and 
against  the  war  could  be 
seen  throughout  the  world. 
From  Los  Angeles,  Califor- 
nia to  Sydney,  Australia, 
protests  were  held  with 
hundreds  and  even  thou- 
sands in  attendance. 

It  seemed  that  everyone 
was  turning  against  one 
another.  Either  you  were 
pro-war  or  anti-war.  There 
was  no  middle  ground. 
While  this  turmoil  was 
going  on,  many  families 
began  being  torn  apart. 
Family  members,  friends 
and  loved  ones  of  many 
began  being  deployed. 

On  March  19,  2003 
the  decision  was  made. 
Around  9 p.m.  central 
time,  many  television 
and  radio  stations  began 
reporting  the  initial  attacks 
on  Iraq.  Whether  you  were 
pro  or  anti-war  didn’t 
seem  to  be  as  important 
anymore.  The  world  began 
to  come  back  together 
again. 

Although  there  are  still 
spontaneous  protest  pop- 
ping up  throughout  the 
land,  they  have  lost  much, 
if  not  all  of  the  energy  that 
was  seen  in  the  earlier  dis- 
plays of  opposition. 

Whether  it  was  red, 
white  and  blue  ribbons  on 
a car  antenna  or  a yellow 
ribbon  tied  around  a tree, 
public  display  of  loyalty 
and  support  could  be  seen 
all  over  the  world  includ- 
ing in  Mississippi. 

Although  the  war  in  Iraq 
is  thousands  of  miles  away, 


families  right  here  in  Mis- 
sissippi have  been  directly 
affected.  Numerous  ECCC 
students  and  faculty  either 
have  a loved  one  or  know 
of  someone  that  has  been 
sent  overseas  or  someone 
that  is  stateside  awaiting 
the  call  to  leave. 

East  Central  Community 
College  associate  degree 
nursing  instructor  Teresa 
Boykin  has  a son,  Randall, 
26,  who  left  on  March  10, 
2003  for  Fort  Campbell 
and  Fort  Benning  for  spe- 
cial training.  He  was  then 
sent  to  Kuwait  and  then  on 
to  Iraq. 

Randall  has  been  in  the 
Army  National  Guard 
since  he  graduated  from 
high  school  at  the  age  of 
17.  He  is  currently  a pilot 
in  the  101st  Airborne  in 
Iraq. 

When  asked  how  she  felt 
about  her  son  being  in  the 
armed  forces  Boykin  said, 
“I  am  proud  of  my  son  for 
serving  our  country.” 

Many  families  con- 
stantly worry  about  their 
loved  ones  due  to  a lack  of 
communication.  Randall 
Boykin  has  told  his  mom 
that  there  is  one  phone 
for  the  200  soldiers  in  his 
camp  and  that  the  phone 
does  not  work  much  of  the 
time. 

“We  have  been  blessed  to 
talk  to  him  twice,”  Boykin 
said. 

Without  the  support  of 
co-workers  and  students, 
Boykin  said  this  time  in 
her  life  would  definitely  be 
harder  to  handle. 

“I  have  received  so 
much  support  from  this 
campus,”  she  said.  “My 
students  have  especially 
been  a blessing  to  me. 
They  are  the  most  caring 
group  I’ve  ever  known,” 
says  Boykin. 


Randall  Boykin  also 
told  his  mother  that  he 
has  heard  that  soon  some 
of  the  equipment  would 
soon  begin  being  sent 
back  home.  He  hopes  to 
be  home  by  the  begin- 
ning of  June.  Although  the 
soldiers  are  in  constant 
danger  until  they  arrive 
back  in  the  U.S.,  Boykin 
said  she  keeps  a positive 
attitude. 

“As  a mother  I will  be 
in  a state  of  grief  until  he 
comes  home,”  she  said.  “I 
have  faith  that  God  will 
protect  Randall  and  bring 
him  home  safely.” 

Kimberly  Mott,  an 
employee  in  the  EC 
Financial  Aid  office,  also 
knows  the  fears  of  having 
a loved  one  in  the  armed 
services.  Her  husband, 
John,  a Major  in  the  Army 
Reserve’s  1181st  Terminal 
Transportation  Battalion, 
was  called  out  weeks  ago. 

Mott  said,  “John  has 
always  been  a huge  help 
when  it  comes  to  the  boys 
(their  sons,  Jacob  and 
Joshua),  cleaning,  cooking, 
and  other  things.  I didn’t 
know  how  I was  going 
to  do  it  all.  I have  a new 
respect  for  single  parents... 
it’s  hard  work.” 

Major  Mott  is  still  state- 
side in  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  although  Kim- 
berly said  “you  just  never 
know  where  they  may  go 
or  when.” 

She  added,  “We  all  hope 
that  he  remains  stateside; 
however,  you  never  know.” 

Major  Mott’s  sister  unit 
is  in  Kuwait  and  about 
a third  of  his  unit  was 
deployed  to  help  load  sup- 
plies. He  can  accumulate 
leave  for  weekend  passes 
and  Kimberly  said  she  was 
able  to  see  her  husband  a 
couple  of  weeks  ago. 


East  Central  Community  College 
Family  and  Friends 

Involved  in  “Operation  Enduring  Freedom” 

John  Mott-John  was  able  to  come  home  Easter  weekend  for  his  son  Jacob’s  5th 
birthday  party.  He  will  be  shipping  out  to  Iraq  the  first  part  of  May.  (Husband  of 
Kimberly  Mott  who  works  in  Financial  Aid). 

Billy  Miles-  Transported  to  Southeast  Asia  (ECCC  Physics  Instructor). 

Nikolas  McWhirter-On  stand  by  waiting  deployment.  (Brother  of  Michael 
McWhirter  of  the  ECCC  Maintenance  Department). 

Theresa  Shepard-ADN  student  who  was  waiting  to  be  deployed  from  Meridian  Air 
Guard,  but  will  not  be  deployed  anytime  soon  as  one  of  her  peers  volunteered  to 
go  in  her  place  so  that  she  could  continue  with  her  studies  in  nursing. 

Dan  Russell-Shipped  out  from  WashingtonState  on  April  14.  (He  is  the  son  of 
ADN  student  Eddie  Russell). 

Randall  Boykin-Member  of  thel  01st  Airborne  unit  flying  troops  into  Iraq.  He  is 
now  in  a camp  inside  Iraq.  (Son  of  ADN  instructor  Teresa  Boykin). 

Jason  Alford-A  business  administration  student  who  was  deployed  to  Kuwait  on 
March  25,  2003. 

Faland  Pace-  A business  technology  student  who  was  deployed.  She  is  in  the 
same  unit  as  Natasha  Foster. 

Jacob  Way-A  student  in  Sandra  Amis’  night  class  of  College  Algebra  who  was 
deployed  several  weeks  ago. 

Natasha  Foster  -A  programming  student  who  was  deployed  to  Kuwait. 

Sgt.  William  K.  Baldwin  Jr.-  A Marine  stationed  in  Kuwait.  (Son  of  cosmetology 
student  Pam  Lane). 

Antonio  Cole-Stationed  in  Kuwait  with  the  11th  Transportation  Battalion  (Army). 
(Son  of  Pam  Clemons). 

B.J.  Barett-  EC  student  who  was  deployed  the  second  week  in  March  (probably 
with  the  Cyprus  group). 

Terrance  McDonald-Deployed  the  second  week  in  February.  (Brother  of  EC 
student  Renieka  McDonald). 

(Dominic)  Samuel  Lewis-  EC  student  stationed  in  Cyprus.  (He  withdrew  from 
school  after  his  deployment). 

Jim  Hansford-  Former  Workforce  Development  Coordinator  at  EC  is  home  until 
November. 

Todd  Bush-His  shop  is  on  a rotation  to  deploy,  but  it  looks  like  it  will  be  a long 
time  until  it  happens.  He  is  currently  stationed  in  Germany.  (Son  of  ECCC  Vo-Tech 
Counselor  Sylvia  Bush) 


Major  Mott  has  been  in 
the  military  since  he  was  a 
senior  in  high  school.  He’s 
served  in  the  Army  Guard, 
MSU  ROTC,  US  Army, 
Security  Squadron  Com- 
mander with  the  186th 
Air  National  Guard,  and  is 
now  in  the  Reserves. 

Kimberly  said,  “I  knew 
John  was  in  the  military 
when  I married  him.  But 
you  just  don’t  know  how 
you  will  handle  this  until  it 
happens.” 

Major  Mott  served  as  a 
Tank  Commander  in  the 
first  Gulf  War  in  the  24th 
Infantry  Division.  And 
Kimbelry  said  she  is  very 
proud  that  her  husband 
serves  his  country. 

“John  wouldn’t  have  it 
any  other  way,”  she  said. 
“He  says  ‘I’d  rather  have 
to  fight  this  war  than  have 
our  boys  fight  it  in  years  to 
come’.” 

When  asked  what  helps 
her  through  the  hard 
times,  Kimberly  said,  “I 
could  not  have  done  it 
without  the  many  prayers 
and  understanding  from 
those  that  I work  with, 
this  wonderful  small  town, 
and  my  wonderful  church 
family.  Lastly,  I thank 
God  for  my  awesome 
in-laws  that  have  always 
been  there  for  me  and  my 
boys.  We  never  go  without 
because  of  their  love  and 
support,  and  I want  to 
thank  them,  Ron  and  Betty 
Mott.” 

Kimberly’s  advice  to 
other  wives  and  people 
with  family  gone  away  is 
“...stay  busy.  I have  been 


redecorating  the  house 
since  he  has  been  gone.” 

She  also  says  one  other 
thing  helps  her  make  it 
through  each  day. 

“I  know  that  he  will  be 
coming  home  one  day,” 
she  said.  “His  absence  just 
makes  our  marriage  stron- 
ger, and  we  realize  not  to 
take  anything  for  granted.” 

Not  only  is  the  faculty 
affected  by  the  war,  but 
the  students  also  have  veiy 
passionate  feelings  about 
the  issue.  Although  the 
opinion  throughout  the 
world  about  war  is  very 
diverse,  here  on  the  EC 
campus  the  general  opin- 
ion seems  to  be  the  same. 

Many  students  feel  that 
going  to  war  was  neces- 
sary. One  such  student  is 
Brandy  Lawrence  of  Edin- 
burg. 

Lawrence  said,  “I  think 
that  in  a way  the  war  is 
good  because  it  shows 
that  we  aren’t  going  to 
let  people  run  over  us.  I 
don’t  really  like  war,  but  I 
believe  it  is  the  only  way, 
at  this  point  in  time,  to  get 
our  point  across.” 

Kevin  Bobbitt  of  Lake, 
agreed. 

“I  don’t  think  violence  is 
good  in  any  situation,”  he 
said,  “but  if  that  is  what  it 
takes  for  us  to  be  able  to 
live  free  and  safe  then  I am 
all  for  it.  I think  we  did  a 
good  job  by  not  letting  this 
situation  get  out  of  hand. 

I think  we  were  right  for 
standing  up  to  them  and 
handling  business  in  a pro- 
fessional way.” 

Andrew  Cooley  of  Decatur 


was  very  passionate  when 
he  said,  “I  totally  support 
the  current  war  and  the 
decisions  the  president  has 
made.  Many  people  think 
that  we  were  just  looking 
for  a way  to  get  cheap  oil.  I 
see  this  war  as  a preventive 
and  pertinent  measure. 

I believe  that  if  we  had 
not  taken  out  the  Saddam 
regime  that  within  the 
next  year  we  would  have 
seen  attacks  on  our  nation 
greater  than  that  of  Sep- 
tember 11,  2001.” 

War  brings  different 
emotions  to  everyone. 
While  some  people  are 
directly  affected  due  to 
loved  ones  being  involved, 
others  are  only  aware  of 
what  is  going  on  by  what 
they  see  on  the  news.  No 
matter  what  one’s  stand 
may  be,  whether  it  is  pro 
or  anti-war,  this  is  not  the 
time  to  stir  emotions  and 
cause  even  more  uproar  in 
already  chaotic  times. 

Americans  should  keep 
in  mind  that  the  war  is  not 
being  fought  in  vain.  There 
is  a purpose,  and  many 
will  benefit  by  America’s 
determination,  commit- 
ment and  courage  to  not 
back  down. 

As  Americans  unite 
during  these  hard  times, 
support  and  prayer  for  our 
troops  and  those  they  leave 
behind,  should  be  the  goal. 

Editor’s  Note:  At  press 
time,  Kevin  Bobbitt  and 
John  Mott  were  both 
deployed  to  the  Middle 
East. 
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Hitt  gains  work 
experience 

Tommy  Hitt  (kneeling)  of 
Little  Rock,  a non-traditional 
student  majoring  in  heating 
and  air  conditioning  technol- 
ogy at  East  Central  Com- 
munity College,  is  among 
participants  in  the  College’s 
Work-Based  Learning  Pro- 
gram, which  provides  voca- 
tional-technical students 
the  opportunity  to  receive 
valuable  work  experience 
while  pursuing  degrees  in 
their  chosen  fields  of  study. 
Hitt  works  approximately  20 
hours  a week  at  McClain 
Plumbing  and  Electrical 
in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
receives  hands-on  experience  in  residential  air  conditioning  and 
heating  installation,  maintenance  and  repair.  Pictured  with  Hitt 
as  he  performs  maintenance  work  on  an  air  conditioning  unit  are 
(standing  from  left)  Richie  Ray,  a McClain  service  technician,  and 
Jeff  Hitt,  ECCC  Work-Based  Learning  Coordinator. 


Walters  gains  valuable  work  experience 


East  Central  Community  College  freshman  Roy  Walters  (left)  of 
Decatur  is  among  participants  in  the  College’s  Work-Based  Learning 
Program,  which  provides  vocational-technical  students  the  opportu- 
nity to  receive  valuable  work  experience  while  pursuing  degrees  in 
their  chosen  fields  of  study.  Walters,  a drafting  and  design  technol- 
ogy major,  works  about  25  hours  a week  at  La-Z-Boy  South,  Inc. 
in  Newton.  While  at  La-Z-Boy,  Walters  has  been  assigned  several 
projects  related  to  drafting  and  designing  floor  plan  layouts,  design- 
ing industrial  racks  and  redesigning  of  facility  models.  Pictured  with 
Walters  and  one  of  his  designs  are  Mervyn  Slay  (center)  of  Forest, 
industrial  engineer  at  La-Z-Boy,  and  Jeff  Hitt  of  Union,  ECCC  Work- 
Based  Learning  Coordinator. 


McKinion  gains  work  experience 


Justin  McKinion  (center)  of  Newton,  a second-year  heating  and 
air  conditioning  technology  student  at  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege, is  among  participants  in  the  College’s  Work-Based  Learning 
Program,  which  provides  vocational-technical  students  the  oppor- 
tunity to  receive  valuable  work  experience  while  pursuing  degrees 
in  their  chosen  fields  of  study.  McKinion  works  about  40  hours  a 
week  at  Gibbon  Heating  and  Air  Conditioning  in  Newton,  where  he 
has  received  hands-on  experience  in  residential  and  industrial  heat- 
ing installation,  maintenance  and  repair.  He  is  shown  doing  repair 
work  on  a heating  unit  under  the  watchful  eyes  of  Chris  Thompson 
(left),  company  owner,  and  Jeff  Hitt,  ECCC  Work-Based  Learning 
Coordinator.  Area  businesses  and  industries  interested  in  taking 
advantage  of  the  College’s  Work-Based  Learning  Program  should 
contact  Hitt  at  the  ECCC  Workforce  Development  Center,  Phone 
635-21 1 1 or  call  toll  free,  1 -877-462-3222,  ext.  305.  The  email 
address  is  ihitt@eccc.edu. 


EC  student  receives  work  experience 


East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  Ryan  McCann  (left) 
of  Philadelphia  is  among  participants  in  the  College's  Work-Based 
Learning  Program,  which  provides  vocational-technical  students 
the  opportunity  to  receive  valuable  work  experience  while  pursuing 
degrees  in  their  respective  fields  of  study.  McCann,  an  electrical 
technology  major,  is  shown  doing  repair  work  on  a computer  at  Jim 
Sharp  Building  Supply  and  Salvage  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  works 
approximately  40  hours  a week.  Shown  with  McCann  are  Danny 
Sharp  (center),  company  supervisor,  and  Jeff  Hitt,  ECCC  Work- 
Based  Learning  Coordinator. 


East  Central  Community  College 
Receives  $1  OK  from  BellSouth 

Donation  Part  of  $150K  Statewide  Grant  Initiative 


C.  D.  Smith  (left),  BellSouth  Regional  Manager,  presents  a 
$10,000  check  to  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  president  of  East  Central 
Community  College,  to  establish  a scholarship  endowment.  The 
donation  is  part  of  BellSouth’s  $150,000  statewide  grant  initiative 
involving  the  state’s  15  community  and  junior  colleges. 


Kathy  Sanders 
joins  ECCC  staff 

Kathy 
Sanders 
recently 
joined  the 
East  Central 
Commu  nity 
College  staff 
as  secretary 
to  the  fac- 
ulty. 

Sanders 
previously  served  as  assistant 
to  the  Optician  at  Newton  Eye 
Clinic  in  Newton  for  two  years. 
From  1995  to  2000,  she  was 
general  manager  of  the  100 
Travel  Center  in  Lake.  She  has 
also  served  as  a Chapter  l Tutor 
at  Forest  High  School  and  a 
teacher’s  assistant  at  Forest 
Elementary. 

A graduate  of  Forest  High 
School,  Sanders  received  the 
associate’s  degree  in  Child  Care 
Technology  from  East  Central 
Community  College  in  1990. 
She  also  completed  one  year  at 
Meridian  Community  College 
in  Broadcast  Communications 
Technology. 

Sanders  and  her  husband, 
Randy,  live  in  Lake.  They  have 
a 7-month-old  daughter,  Myla. 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege recently  received  a $10,000 
grant  from  BellSouth  as  part  of 
the  company’s  ongoing  efforts 
to  support  education  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  Dr.  Phil 
Sutphin,  ECCC  President,  and 
C.  D.  Smith,  BellSouth  Regional 
Manager,  announced  the  grant 
during  a news  conference  held 
on  the  Decatur  campus. 

Dr.  Sutphin  said  the  College  is 
grateful  to  BellSouth  for  its  gen- 
erous donation. 

“We  deeply  appreciate  the 
commitment  of  BellSouth  to 
the  education  of  our  citizens. 
Education  is  such  an  important 
factor  in  an  improved  quality 
of  life  for  people  and  communi- 
ties, and  the  financial  support 
for  scholarships  from  corpora- 
tions such  as  BellSouth  allows 
many  deserving  students  to 
receive  a quality  education,” 
said  Dr.  Sutphin. 

The  $10,000  grant  to  ECCC  is 
part  of  a strategic  BellSouth  ini- 
tiative to  establish  endowment 
funds  for  higher  education  in 
communities  statewide.  ECCC 
will  oversee  the  administra- 
tion and  award  process  for  the 


scholarship  fund. 

BellSouth  will  award  a total 
of  $150,000  in  Mississippi  - 
$10,000  to  each  of  the  15  com- 
munity colleges  in  the  state. 
“This  initiative  helps  to  insure 
we  continue  to  have  opportu- 
nities to  recruit  and  employ 
people  with  the  workforce  train- 
ing skills  and  education  our 
industry  demands,”  said  Smith. 


Smith  said  the  grants  were 
awarded  to  build  on  the  mission 
of  the  State  Board  for  Commu- 
nity and  Junior  Colleges,  which 
is  to  “ . . .enhance  a community 
and  junior  college  education 
and  workforce  training  for  Mis- 
sissippians,  promote  positive 
leadership,  and  create  partner- 
ships with  business,  industry 
and  other  entities ...” 


Kathy  Sanders 


Smith  presents  class  photo; 
Establishes  ECCC  scholarship 

Mrs.  Frances  Harris  Smith  (left)  of  Decatur,  the  surviv- 
ing member  of  the  first  class  to  graduate  from  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  in  1930,  recently  presented  the 
College  with  an  original  photo  her  classmates,  and  has 
endowed  a scholarship  designated  to  assist  incoming 
freshmen  residing  in  ECCC’s  five-  county  district.  Mrs. 
Smith,  shown  with  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin, 
established  The  Jay  B.  and  Frances  Harris  Smith  Schol- 
arship, named  also  in  memory  of  her  late  husband,  a 
1934  ECCC  graduate.  Mr.  Smith  was  employed  with  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Bureau  of  Entomology,  for  12 
years  before  returning  to  Newton  County  to  operate  a 
dairy  farm.  He  also  worked  with  the  USDA  Soil  Conser- 
vation Services  and  the  Mississippi  Department  of  Wel- 
fare. Mrs.  Smith  earlier  presented  the  College  with  her 
original  diploma.  The  photo  she  presented  is  dated  May 
16, 1929.  East  Central,  founded  in  1928,  serves  Leake, 
Neshoba,  Newton,  Scott  and  Winston  counties. 


GRADUATION  (continued  from  page  1) 


Candidates  For  May  2003 
Graduation 

Candidates  for  the  May  2003 
graduation  include:  Elizabeth 
Harrell,  Bailey;  Jaclyn  Evans, 
Bay  Springs;  Nick  Agent,  Penny 
Alford,  Jenifer  Beckham,  Jes- 
sica Brumfield,  Monica  Burn- 
side, Stefanie  Cobb,  Birgit 
Cobb,  Catria  Fortune,  Derek 
Freeny,  Pinkey  Gordon,  Doralyn 
Grimes,  Christen  Herrington, 
Chris  Hogue,  Joshua  Jenkins, 
Jacob  Mansell,  Bobby  Martin, 
Paul  McCaughn,  Brandi  Moore, 
William  Page,  John  Petty, 
Natasha  Phillips,  Amy  Rawson, 
Betty  Robinson,  Jenni  Sims, 
Kimberly  Stone,  Perry  Truss, 
Dora  Tucker,  Rusty  Vowell,  and 
Andrea  Walker,  all  of  Carthage; 

L’Ree  Thompson  and  Nancy 
Tubby,  both  of  Choctaw;  Nino 
Autman  and  Elizabeth  Jones, 
both  of  Collinsville;  Ronnie 
Adcock,  Kristi  Adcock,  Elray 
King,  Regina  Shoemake,  Mat- 
thew Vance,  Amanda  Wilcher, 
Terrance  Williamson,  and  Kris- 
ten Willis,  all  of  Conehatta;  Nate 
Alexander,  Corinth;  Will  Flor- 
ence, Courtland; 

Stephanie  Airhart,  Angela 
Bailey,  Christopher  Carson, 
Heather  Cater,  Lindsey 
Cheatham,  Kody  Comans, 
Hilliary  Cotton,  Errol  Etie, 

Lora  Fulton,  Kristen  Gardner, 
Bethany  Garrison,  Tory  Hud- 
dleston, Neil  Knight,  Dana 
Massey,  Martha  McWhorter, 
Carrie  Meador,  Summer  Mea- 
sell,  Herbert  Miller,  Jeff  Pates, 
Debbie  Payne,  Kalena  Pippins, 
Dana  Posey,  Matthew  Purvis, 
Michael  Roland,  Nickie  Shep- 
pard, Johnathan  Shoemaker, 
Justin  Smith,  Nathan  Stamper, 
Clifford  Stamper,  Jr.,  Roy  Wal- 
ters, Jr.,  Stacey  York,  and  Clau- 
dia Zynosky-Sharpling,  all  of 
Decatur; 

Tammy  Skinner,  Enterprise; 
Mary  Alford,  Adrianne  Black, 
Aaron  Brown,  Todd  Butler, 


Krystin  Cahoon,  Kimberley 
DeBoer,  Stephen  Goodlow,  Eric 
Gunn,  Christopher  Hall,  Gareth 
Henry,  April  Jones,  John  Jones, 
Shane  Jones,  Joyce  Murrell, 
Colin  Smith,  Shameka  Spivey, 
Travis  Usry,  Adam  Wall,  Donna 
Wedgeworth,  John  Williams, 
and  Shancey  Young,  all  of 
Forest;  Melissa  Hill  and  Christy 
Martin,  both  of  Harperville; 
Wendell  Holmes,  Jr.,  Hazel- 
wood, MO;  Bryant  Boulton, 
April  Bufkin,  Pamela  Clemons, 
Tamekia  Foley,  and  James 
Youngblood,  all  of  Hickory; 

Patsy  McKee,  Hillsboro; 

Cortez  Washington,  Jackson; 
Naija  Bryce,  Killeen,  TX;  Jes- 
sica Brock  and  Jamie  Ellington, 
both  of  Kosciusko;  Kevin  Bob- 
bitt, Wendy  Cooksey,  Tasha 
Dansby,  Natalie  Duncan,  Willey 
Johnston,  Jason  Massey,  Adrian 
Moore,  Timothy  Morgan,  Jes- 
sica Nester,  Jake  Nester,  Rachel 
Sorey,  and  June  Williams,  all 
of  Lake;  Gary  Alford,  Amanda 
Clanton,  Bridgette  Ellis, 

Stephan  Sykes,  and  Christopher 
Williams,  all  of  Lawrence; 

Latorey  Cary,  Melissa  Craig, 
Renarda  Gilbert,  Tammy  Good- 
man, Ricky  Graves,  Jimmy 
Hall,  Alesha  Kyzar,  and  Michael 
Townsend,  all  of  Lena;  Eddie 
Alexander,  David  Alexander, 
Jacob  Alexander,  Ben  Alexan- 
der, Ashley  Chaney,  Andrew 
Cooley,  Charlene  Foreman, 
Elijah  Fulton,  Kerry  Gilmer, 
and  Dorothy  Pinson,  all  of  Little 
Rock;  Ava  Morphis  and  Rebecca 
Ross,  both  of  Louin; 

Everett  Bane,  Ryan  Crick, 
Chris  Davis,  Linda  Dempsey, 
Kristy  Gillis, 

Virginia  Hardin,  Debra  Hare, 
Joseph  Harsh,  Vontreal  Hunt, 
James  Kirk,  Kelli  Linch,  Andrew 
Massey,  Wesley  Mattern,  Jr., 
Rose  Miller,  Richard  Moncrief, 
James  Rogers,  Johnnie  Seward, 
Rachel  Smith,  Casey  Smith, 
Tomica  Steele,  Allison  Sulli- 


van, Kristin  Swindle,  Amanda 
Thompson,  Charles  Wood, 
Bridget  Worthy,  Wesley  Wright, 
and  Melissa  Young,  all  of  Lou- 
isville; Stephanie  Arrington, 
Marion;  Geoffrey  Ayers  and 
Tonua  Baker,  McCool; 

Donzel  Crenshaw,  Memphis, 
TN;  LaDonna  Bell,  Eric  Bland, 
LeAndrew  McDonald,  and 
Karen  Robinson,  all  of  Merid- 
ian; Jonathan  Bates,  Gregory 
Butler,  Tina  Campbell,  Charles 
Goodwin,  Lu  Ann  Gould,  Gerald 
Keeton,  Jr.,  Amanda  Layton, 
Dusty  McCaughn,  Stacie  Phillip- 
son,  Stewart  Vaughn,  and  Haley 
Waggoner,  all  of  Morton; 

Michelle  Beal,  Amberly 
Bogan,  David  Burt,  Colt  Collins, 
Temeka  Drummond,  Shalytha 
Evans,  Jason  Frith,  Jay  Gipson, 
Haylee  Haralson,  Janet  A. 
Harris,  Billy  Johnson,  Anthony 
Johnson,  Yolanda  Johnson, 
Ashley  Jones,  Marcus  Jones, 

Sr.,  Megan  Logan,  Moechea 
Manuel,  Justin  McKinion,  Alicia 
Mills,  Dan  Moncrief,  Truitt 
Pace,  Danny  Purvis,  Demario 
Qualls,  Kristin  Rice,  Chance 
Smart,  Lee  Stringer,  Crystal 
Watkins,  Amanda  Way,  Terra 
Williams,  and  Tasha  Willis,  all 
of  Newton; 

Da’  Marcus  Granger  and  Jona- 
than Hope,  both  of  Northport, 
Ala.;  William  M.  Baskin,  Jr., 
Tyler  Coward,  Bruce  Ellis,  Kris- 
ten Persons,  and  John  Young, 
all  of  Noxapater;  Reggie  Carter, 
Charles  Holmes,  and  Mary 
Moore,  all  of  Pearl;  Kristy  Ellis, 
Pelahatchie; 

Jennie  Battle,  Joseph  Bell, 
Melinda  Ben,  Felicia  Bennett, 
Sara  Boswell,  Brandi  Brewer, 
Jamika  Brown,  Shalonda  Buck- 
ley,  Maranda  Burks,  Felisa 
Burnside,  LeKeisha  Burnside, 
Shanayah  Carter,  Ashley  Carter, 
Hope  Chunn,  Jessica  Clemons, 
Denitra  Cole,  Ella  Crocker,  Kelly 
Cumberland,  Victoria  Daniels, 
Cathy  Deason,  Raquel  Farmer, 


Amanda  Federline,  Christy 
Fedrick,  Timothy  Fieber,  Tonya 
Flowers,  Juan  Griffin,  Krystal 
Griffin,  Kelly  Hudson,  Mary 
Irons,  Allen  Jackson,  Chrisanda 
Jefferson,  Brandy  Johnson, 
Elizabeth  Johnson,  Lindsey 
Joiner,  Desmond  Jones,  Nata- 
sha Lewis,  April  McAdory,  Ryan 
McCann,  Melinda  McMurry, 
Jeremy  McNair,  Krystal  Moore, 
Lakecia  Moore,  Lacey  Nelson, 
Ashley  Ogletree,  Kimberly 
Parker,  Paige  Posey,  Victoria 
Powe,  Scarlet  Price,  Chas- 
ity  Robertson,  Robert  Routh, 
Carrie  Shrock,  LaTahua  Sledge, 
Bryant  Steele,  Benjamin  Ste- 
phens, Matthew  Stokes,  Kevin 
Taylor,  Sr.,  Catherine  Timm, 
Jessica  Tullos,  Shayla  Vaughn, 
Jennifer  Walker,  Gail  Whitlock, 
and  Charles  Willis,  all  of  Phila- 
delphia; 

Amy  Wilkerson,  Picayune; 
Darnell  Clark,  Travis  Madi- 
son, Kyle  Miller  and  Barbara 
Pearson,  all  of  Preston;  Jen- 
nifer Gibson,  Pulaski;  Valorie 
Adams,  Albert  Laymon,  and 
Robert  Spelich,  all  of  Quitman; 
Alexander  Shepard,  Sebastopol; 
Ethel  DuBose,  Shubuta;  Wes 
Cowart,  Star;  Curtis  Brown  and 
Christopher  Morland,  both  of 
Stonewall;  Howard  Holcomb, 
Trafford,  Ala.; 

Tanya  Alawine,  Sarah  Allard, 
Monica  Allen,  Travis  Boone, 
Emily  Chesney,  Emma  Chisolm, 
Justin  Darby,  Isaac  Goforth, 
Charles  Johnson,  Sandy  Keene, 
Hayley  Knight,  Brandy  Loper, 
Billy  McBeath,  Terrisa  Myrick, 
Lori  Nichols,  Douglas  Pickens, 
Wendy  Saveli,  Bruce  Sharp, 
Glenda  Slaughter-Brown,  Jamie 
Smith,  Kurt  Stockstill,  Aaron 
Terrell,  Timothy  Warren,  Cas- 
sandra Wilson,  and  Belinda 
Winstead,  all  of  Union;  Megan 
Horne,  Vossburg;  Juannina 
Mingo,  Terri  Phillips,  Anto- 
nia Ward,  Justin  Wilkerson, 
and  Billy  Woods,  all  of  Walnut 
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r Local  Guardsmen 

Cor  iheir  dedication  and  service. 
She  also  presented  plaques  of 
appreciation  to  representatives 
of  each  unit. 

Gideons’  representative  Joe 
Addy  of  Decatur  also  spoke  to 
T“  group  and  presented  Bibles 
to  each  guardsman.  Addy  is 
a captain  in  the  isl  114th  Army 
National  Guard  unit  in  Green- 
wood. 

A slide  presentation,  which 
included  scenes  from  the  attack 
on  America  on  September  11, 

>< ioi,  vv  as  also  part  of  the  pro- 
gram. 


( rar  students  wanted  to  do 
••on*  bitty  peciil  t'oi  Teresa. 


I"  • i'!  nt  ol  * -NIT.  w as  pro- 
j 1 1 -it  1 speak"*  and  expressed 
t>>  tin1  guai dsmen 


ECCC  Board  Makes  Presentations  IhHollingswoilh  family 

The  Fast  Central  Community  College  Board  of  ! ••  1 'rei  oi,iiv  ,1  ,,  H i.  gin  1011  i xi  . :nq  the 
late  A.  F.  Hollingsworth  of  Lake  who  served  34  yeer  ' T . * ft'  a n ,.v  mi  , „ : , / ; -t, , 

February  27,  2003  Hollingswoith  also  served  as  D arn  < , u,m.,n  fmni  10;  ; , pi,  ;i  y,  imuied  copv 

the  resolution,  along  with  a plaque  commemorating  •HHIin'-i--- <-  sei  - • lg  |{ic; .f.'.c.ib  *10  cud  msi. hi- 

tions  adopted  by  the  Mississippi  Senate  and  Hous  1 : . : i • i 

a longtime  educator,  were  presented  to  family  mein1'"!  - ; «*«  1 H,riA  pni  *»»*-«  Tiity’  < n (elt  ai.o  I >1 
Phil  A.  Sutphin,  ECCC  President;  Ptentice  Copeland  r ,ii  >,1..:, -i.c  1 1.4  ,;|t  :i,  dp, 

widow,  Mrs.  Fannie  Mae  Hollingsworth  of  Lake;  (i-’oqi''  ' • ■ 1...  1 | 

Hollingsworth  and  his  wife,  Sherri,  of  Sandhill. 


honoring  A.  F. 


The  East  Central  Community 
College  Board  of  Trustees  has 


Lake,  who  recently  passed  awe\ 
The  resolution,  which  recog 
nizes  Mr.  Hollingsworth's  ser- 
vice to  his  church,  community , 
county,  state  and  ECCC,  his 
alma  mater,  was  approved  at  the 
Board’s  March  if,  2003,  meet 
ing  and  was  signed  by  Board 


time  of  liis  pa 

‘ ' ' 

WHEREAS 

"•JIT I.  " 

Hollingsworth 

very  < 

' iVEh 

\\':tl^THL 

yj  jij.|hG  paasqig,. 

served  as  Chaifcma'u 

ils 

Central  Coe 

fMtWr 1 v' 

i ) udeiV',  1 hoard  • j 

Board  of  Tru •• 

!('  iqhjl!  . 

and;  offjfflw . a , {Jam 

1975  through 

and 

•'Ppi 

i-cd  tpe  dis,ttuetii9  j:u~ 

an  'lUtstau 

vision  and  hi 

■ ■ i T UERlyi  DRL  ■ ' 

Albert  F*  HoFinj*/ 

R hSGIA.  y. 

D,  1 It-.v-J  it  b.v  1,1.  •< 

growth  and- dc  'op  ,»  • 1 1 ..  . md.l,  ij.rjtjJ.,. L'gpHJi 

Chairman  Prentice  Copeland  of  Central  Coni"  1 ,,l|. ),  u.  ,,  d , > 


WHEREAS  * 
Hollingsworth 
munity,  conn1 
educator,  sc 
Principal,  an.1  m 
tendent  of  Ed 


Philadelphia  and  ECCC  P 
dent  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin. 

The  resolution  reads  as  fol- 
lows: 

WHEREAS  On  February 
27,  2003,  God  in  His  infinite 

ij  \jpsdorrt  ahddrsvieca'tleddfhiirjqitiT^  WHEREAS'  • '• ».\ 

midst  Albdrt  E HollikgsVWfrtb.  HollirigsworO'  '’ 

j tnember  of  the  East  CEflfi'jiTT  himself  as  a 

, Community  College  Board  of  gious  leader. 

Trustees  1988  until  Fehruar-  WHEREAS 

j 2003,  fora  total  of  34  years.  ->nd  Hollingswort 

WHEREAS  Mr.  Albert  F.  with  respect 

Hollingsworth  served  as  an  who  know  hie 

exemplary  member  of  the  East  WHEREAS 

Central  Community  College  Hollingsworth 

Board  of  Trustees,  scr  ing  fth  and  service  to  1 

diligence  and  sincerity  until  the  never  swerve 


I rupees  and  spi. 

■ cndiijty  iioilc  thiTdoath  qj'-Jtb,  • 

Sum  '•:!  ' mde  I- m\lmu4. It  ‘ Minor'll, » liL 


, gm g-  - 

1 ;•:'•:•• 


i 1 ilege  (ASNEC)  honor  local  guards- 
1 1 .•  support  of  Operation  Iraqi  Freedom. 

■ •'••<'  I oral  guardsmen  in  attendance 
G / 'nnny  Reynolds,  SSG  Vince  Wright, 

•••  F-'i',  Joedy  Johnston,  SFC  Ron  Madison, 

■ ( /ei  1 1 rceman  and  Colonel  Danny 


Gideons’  representa- 
1 1 five  Joe  Addy  of  Decatur 
presented  a Bible  to 
each  guardsman.  He  also 
, "j  spoke  to  the  group  and 
expressed  his  apprecia- 
tion  to  the  servicemen. 
\ddy  is  a captain  in  the 
1 1 14"'  Army  National 
Guard  unit  in  Greenwood. 


Mobile  labs  provide  needed  ini 
access  for  EC  EnoMsb, 


by  Drew  Kenna 
Tom  Tom  Asst.  Editor 


hours. This 
is  more  than 
enoUgh  time  t<  . 
East  Central  Community  Col-  allow  for  their 
lege  Director  for  Technology  use  during  tin 
Managment  David  Case  recently  day.  Once  their 
trained  English  instructors  in  work  is  finished 


in  1 O'  mid  of  Morton,  a sophomore 
•"  1 iegree  Nursing  student  and 
‘ a bar  displays  a cake  served 
'•■;'•■  0 • tatdsmen  following  the  special 
hi'  i was  dedicated  to  Randal 
i oi  s nn  Oi  AON  instructor  Teresa 

1 iandal  is  a helicopter  pilot  with 
i ' borne  unit  stationed  in  Iraq, 
nu  re  photos  of  the  ECCC 
• ’/  holding  a photo  of  her  son  and 

1 ' 5 . ribbon,  which  was  placed  in 
f ■<,)  .1  //ip  AON  building  in  support  of 
nenca’s  troops. 


1 


■m 


ai  Mississippi 


the  use  of  a new  mobile  corn 
puterlah,  which  was  made 
available  for  English  and  math 
classes  through  a grant. 

The  lab  provides  I nternet 
access  and  can  ho  moved  to 
various  classrooms  where  each 
student  can  use  a laptop  for 
research  or  for  preparing  final 
copies  of  essays.  Several  classes 
have  used  the  lab  and  have 
reported  very  positive  results. 


they  are  plai  c d 
hack  in  the  cart 
and  charged 
again  that  night  . 

The  reasoning 
forgetting  the 
mobile  lab  was  to 
bring  in  com  pm 
lab  instruction  h 
English  and  in 
without  dedii 
ing  an  entire 


The  Mobile  Classroom  ai  ri\  ed  room  lor  regal 


at  East  Centr  al  in  November  It 
was  made  available  to  student;; 
in  January.  The  mobile  lab 
will  help  the  English  deparl  • 
ment  to  complete  papers  mm  0 
efficiently.  The  Mathematic ; 
department  at  East  Central  will 
benefit  from  the  skills  lab.  T he 
English  department  is  able  to 
use  the  lab  every  day.  The  teach- 
ers rotate  making  sure  even 
student  has  an  opportunity  to 
take  advantage  of  the  mobile 
lab.  Math  teachers  will  begin 
using  the  lab  in  th.  1,4  st  m 
of  2003. 

The  process  by  which  Liu 
lab  works  starts  in  the  carl 
that  is  used  to  transport  the 
laptops.  The  cart  stores  and 
powers  the  computers  'I  also 
connects  the  compute)  to  the 
internet  wireless.  The  laptops 
stay  charged  for  about  four 


instruction.  Me  ] 
Pierce  says,  “T ; nl 
very  excited  t I 
the  new  mobi1 
computer1  lab  ‘ 
offers  epiflles; 
opportunities  f 
both  student 
instructors.  ’ 
have  needed 
computer  ae< 

(01  our  classe 
for  a long  tim 

appreciative 
the  rime  and 
effort  iuvph  1 
lab.  David  ( a 
been  a great  \ tc 
instruction  In  s m 
a dedicated  l uj 
not  feasible  i>< 
cable.’ 

The  mobile  w ! h-j 


mm  fair 


in 


.ml, 
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East  Central  Community  College  students  enjoyed  the  annual  spring  crawfish  boil  held  prior  to 
the  Judge’s  Cup  baseball  game  on  March  31 . Eight  hudred  pounds  of  crawfish  were  prepared  by 
the  College’s  maintenance  staff  for  the  special  event  and  the  Diamond  Warriors  defeated  the  East 
Mississippi  Community  College  Lions  1 0-6  to  claim  the  trophy. 


Adcock  Retiring  As  Vo-Tech  Director; 
Reflects  On  His  Career  In  Education 


John  Adcock,  ECCC  Dean  of  Vocational- 
Technical  Instruction,  is  retiring  effective 
June  30,  2003.  Adcock,  who  has  served 
over  30  years  in  the  field  of  education,  also 
served  the  College  as  vocational-technical 
counselor. 


After  serving  over  30  years 
in  the  field  of  education,  John 
Adcock,  Dean  of  Vocational- 
Technical  Instruction  at  East 
Central  Community  College,  has 
decided  it’s  time  to  retire. 

Adcock,  58,  has  held  the 
Dean’s  position  since  1990.  He 
served  the  previous  17  years  as 
counselor  for  the  College’s  voca- 
tional-technical division. 

As  his  last  day  as  an  ECCC 
administrator  draws  nearer, 
the  Winston  County  native  said 
he  feels  blessed  to  have  had  a 
career  in  education. 

“How  fortunate  I am  to  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  work 
not  only  in  education  but  also 
at  the  community  college  level. 

I do  believe  I am  fortunate  to 
have  worked  in  education.  I 
feel  blessed  that  I’ve  never  been 
laid  off  from  work  or  lost  a job 
because  of  downsizing,  closings 
or  re-location.  I am  also  blessed 
to  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
work  in  a field  that  provides  an 
opportunity  to  positively  impact 
the  lives  of  others  in  a signifi- 
cant way,”  Adcock  stated. 

When  asked  what  he  will  miss 
the  most  about  working  at  EC, 
Adcock  replied,  “I’ll  miss  the 
camaraderie  with  the  admin- 
istration, faculty  and  staff,  and 
talking  with  and  assisting  stu- 


dents. I will  also  miss 
starting  a new  college 
year.  The  beginning 
of  each  year  was 
always  exciting  to 
me.” 

What  he  will  not 
miss,  he  added,  “is 
the  constant  paper- 
work required  to 
operate  vocational- 
technical  programs.” 

Adcock  noted  that 
selecting  a career  in 
education  was  an 
easy  choice  to  make. 
“When  I gradu- 
ated from  high  school, 

I knew  a little  about 
farming  and  a little 
about  education,”  he 
recalled,  “and  I knew  I 
did  not  want  to  farm!” 

In  reflecting  on  his  career  as 
a dean/director  of  vocational- 
technical  instruction,  Adcock 
said  the  “high  points”  involved 
starting  new  programs  such  as 
licensed  practical  nursing,  ger- 
ontology technology,  paramedic 
technology,  surgical  technol- 
ogy, work-based  learning  and 
workforce  development,  “which 
provide  many  opportunities  for 
students  in  our  district.” 

He  noted  that  “low  points” 
during  his  tenure  involved 
having  to  inform  students  who 
were  not  accepted  into  one  of 
the  College’s  health-related 
programs,  and  contacting  appli- 
cants for  employment  who  were 
not  recommended  for  the  posi- 
tion. 

“I  certainly  won’t  miss  having 
to  make  such  phone  calls,” 
Adcock  stated. 

Adcock  said  highlights  of  his 
tenure  as  vocational-technical 
counselor  involved  helping  stu- 
dents to  be  successful  in  their 
respective  programs  of  study 
and  assisting  them  with  job 
placement. 

“I  also  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  outstanding  people 
such  as  the  late  (O.L.)  Newell 
(former  vo-tech  director),  James 
Ezell  (former  electricity  instruc- 


tor), Coyt  Hogue  (retired  auto 
mechanics  instructor),  and 
Harry  Carter  (retired  director 
of  the  Philadelphia-Neshoba 
County  Vocational-Technical 
Center),”  he  added. 

Adcock,  a graduate  of  Nanih 
Waiya  High  School,  attended 
ECCC  from  1964-66.  He  played 
shortstop  on  the  Warrior  base- 
ball team  and  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union.  He  said  he  especially 
enjoyed  being  a student  in 
classes  taught  by  the  late  L.  E. 
Cliburn  (psychology),  George 
Mason  (physical  science)  and 
Dr.  Richard  Ethridge  (history). 

He  continued  his  educa- 
tion at  Delta  State  University 
and  later  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  where  he 
received  a bachelor’s  degree  in 
health,  physical  education  and 
recreation  in  1969.  He  earned 
a master’s  degree  in  counseling 
from  DSU  in  1972,  and  received 
a specialist’s  degree  in  educa- 
tional leadership  from  Missis- 
sippi State  University  in  1987. 

He  began  his  career  as  a coun- 
selor at  the  State  Penitentiary 
at  Parchman,  where  he  worked 
with  the  ABE/GED  program  for 
a year  prior  to  joining  the  ECCC 
staff.  He  also  served  two  years 
in  the  Army,  from  1969-71,  and 
served  18  years  as  a member 
of  the  Mississippi  Air  National 
Guard. 

Adcock  was  named  Out- 
standing Vocational-Technical 
Instructor  at  ECCC  in  1988. 

He  is  a former  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Community/Junior 
College  Counselors’  Association, 
and  served  in  the  same  capacity 
for  the  Mississippi  Deans  and 
Directors’  Association  and  the 
ECCC  Faculty  Club. 

He  has  a daughter,  Mrs. 

David  (Vicki)  Sinclair,  who  is 
employed  with  Southern  Diag- 
nostic Imaging  in  Jackson. 

Regarding  his  plans  for  the 
future,  Adcock  said  he  will  “take 
a month  or  six  weeks  off  and 
look  for  a second  career.  I do 
plan  to  work  in  some  capacity.” 


Ac’cents  to  present  spring  concert  May  1 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege’s show  choir,  the  Ac’cents, 
will  perform  their  spring 
campus  concert  Thursday, 

May  1,  in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts 
Center  Auditorium. 

They  will  perform  such  hits  as 
Patty  LaBelle’s  “New  Attitude,” 
George  Gershwin’s  “They  Can’t 
Take  That  Away  from  Me,” 
“River  Jordan,”  a spiritual  from 
the  Broadway  production  of 
“Civil  War;”  Pink’s  “Get  This 
Party  Started,”  Christina  Agu- 
ilera’s “Come  On  Over,”  “Fame,” 
from  the  hit  movie  “Fame;”  plus 


Elvis  hits  “Blue  Suede  Shoes,” 
“Can’t  Help  Falling  in  Love,” 
and  “Jailhouse  Rock.” 

Director  Vicki  Blaylock,  who 
also  serves  as  music  keyboard 
instructor,  said,  “This  year’s 
spring  concert  will  be  action 
packed  and  very  entertaining. 
The  show  not  only  involves  the 
genres  of  jazz,  pop  and  rock,  but 
includes  a tribute  to  Elvis  and 
his  music.  The  public  will  not 
want  to  miss  this  great  show.” 

Members  include  Nathan  Evans 
of  Chunky,  Steven  Irby  of  Merid- 
ian, Lee  Dooley  of  Lake,  Kristin 


Hedrick  of  Conehatta,  Mary  Lois 
Thomas  and  Emily  Mayes,  both 
of  Decatur;  Dinah  Howell  and 
Luke  Howell,  both  of  Little  Rock; 
Amy  Chamblee  and  Lisa  Cham- 
blee,  both  of  Carthage;  Johnny 
Jones  of  Newton,  Damein  Wash 
of  Hickory  and  technicians  Chris 
Moody  and  Adam  McAdory, 
both  of  Louisville.  East  Central 
alumnus  Ricardo  Robinson  of 
Decatur,  now  a student  at  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi, serves  as  choreographer. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  strikes  ‘gold’ 
on  eventful  international  trip 


Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  at  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur  was  recognized  as  a Distinguished  Chapter  and 
received  the  Leadership  Hallmark  Award  at  the  honor  society’s 
international  convention  held  April  3-5,  2003,  in  Anaheim,  California. 
As  a Distinguished  Chapter,  Theta  Xi  is  considered  one  of  the  top 
100  chapters  in  the  prestigious  organization,  which  includes  more 
than  1,200  chapters  at  community,  technical,  and  junior  colleges  in 
all  50  states,  Canada,  Japan  and  U.  S.  territories  abroad.  The  Hall- 
mark Awards  Program  is  the  society’s  capstone  awards  competition 
annually  recognizing  excellence  in  programs  that  promote  the  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  Hallmarks  of  Scholarship,  Leadership,  Sen/ice  and  Fel- 
lowship. Theta  Xi  members  who  attended  the  international  conven- 
tion include  (front  row,  from  left)  advisor  Brent  Gregory,  April  McA- 
dory of  Philadelphia,  Christopher  Moody  of  Louisville,  Lance  Hall  of 
Forest  and  advisor  Christy  Ferguson;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Vickie 
Powe  of  Philadelphia,  Jimmy  Hall  of  Lena,  Ashley  Fleming  of  Phila- 
delphia, Chuck  Wood  of  Louisville  and  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton. 


by  Jenna  Talbert 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 

Nine  students  and  two  advi- 
sors from  ECCC’s  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  chapter,  Theta  Xi, 
recently  attended  the  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  International  Conven- 
tion held  in  Anaheim,  CA  from 
April  3,  2003  to  April  6, 2003. 

It  proved  to  be  both  a rewarding 
and  eventful  trip. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  (also  known 
as  PTK)  was  originally  estab- 
lished in  1918  by  the  presidents 
of  the  Missouri  junior  col- 
leges for  women,  surprisingly 
enough.  The  honors  society 
chapters  would  all  share  the 
same  character,  standard  and 
similarity  of  organization.  The 
four  hallmarks  that  the  society 
is  built  around  are  leadership, 
scholarship,  fellowship,  and  ser- 
vice. For  the  first  six  years,  PTK 
was  exclusively  open  at  colleges 
for  women;  however,  in  1924 
the  society  opened  its  doors  to 
all  outstanding  students.  The 
society  continued  to  grow  rap- 
idly and  in  1929,  PTK  received 
its  official  recognition  from  the 
American  Association  for  Junior 
Colleges. 

Members  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
must  receive  a grade  point 
average  of  a 3.5  to  gain  admit- 
tance to  the  honors  society  and 
sustain  at  least  a 3.0  to  stay  a 
member.  Many  opportunities 
are  made  available  to  members 
for  scholarships,  self-enrich- 
ment, and  simple  fellowship 
with  other  students.  One  of 
these  opportunities  that  was 
pounced  upon  was  the  chance 
to  attend  the  International  Con- 
vention in  Anaheim,  CA. 

After  an  exhausting  but 
uneventful  flight  from  Jackson, 
MS  to  Atlanta  to  Los  Angeles 
and  a rather  harrowing  first 
experience  on  the  freeways  of 
Los  Angeles,  the  students  and 
advisors  finally  arrived  at  the 
Hilton  Anaheim,  where  they 
would  be  staying  for  the  next 
three  days. 

The  opening  ceremonies  took 
place  the  first  night  and  were 
quite  a surprise  to  the  students 
who  had  never  before  attended. 
The  loud  music,  flashing  lights, 
and  screaming  college  students 
and  advisors  (including  ECCC 
advisor  Mrs.  Christy  Fergu- 
son who  stood  in  her  chair) 
was  quite  the  opposite  of  the 
dull,  boring  ceremony  that 
they  had  expected.  Pom-poms 
were  passed  out  and  danc- 
ing chains  of  people  formed, 
turning  the  atmosphere  into 
that  of  a concert  rather  than 
a “geek”  convention.  They  did 
eventually  calm  down  in  time 
to  enjoy  motivational  speaker, 
Les  Brown,  who  informed  stu- 
dents that  in  order  to  succeed 
they  must  be  “hongry,”  before 
adjourning. 

The  next  day,  Theta  Xi  hit  the 
beach... with  a bit  of  maneuver- 
ing. After  renting  a vehicle  for 
the  drive,  the  students  found 
that  fitting  eleven  adults  into  a 
seven-passenger  van  is  quite  a 
feat.  However,  they  were  soon 
on  their  way  with  freshman 
Ashley  Fleming  and  sophomore 
Jimmy  Hall  sitting  in  the  back 
cargo  area.  Advisor  Brent  Greg- 
ory was  brave  enough  to  tackle 
driving  the  freeway  and  it  wasn’t 
long  before  water  was  in  sight. 
After  finally  parking,  everyone 
ran  for  the  sand,  rocks,  and 
water.  Shoes  were  kicked  off  and 
toes  dipped  into  the  clear,  spar- 
kling water.. .only  to  be  jerked 
back  as  the  water  was  quite 
chilly.  Everyone  spent  a very 
enjoyable  hour  on  the  beach 
admiring  the  awesome  waves 
before  piling  back  into  the  van 
for  the  trip  back  to  the  hotel. 


of  the  HOLLYWOOD  sign,  the 
Walk  of  Fame,  Grauman’s  Chi- 
nese Theater,  Rodeo  Drive,  the 
Hard  Rock  Cafe,  and  the  Bev- 
erly Hills  Shopping  Mall.  The 
group  saw  several  stars’  homes 
or  more  like  the  stars’  trees  as 
the  foliage  surrounding  the 
estates  was  quite  dense.  Estates 
included:  Alfred  Hitchcock, 

Elvis  Presley,  Barbara  Eden, 
Sonny  and  Cher,  Nicholas  Cage, 
the  Playboy  mansions  (on  the 
request  of  sophomore  Chuck 
Wood,  who  insisted  on  having 
his  photograph  taken  in  front  of 
the  gate),  and  Aaron  Spelling’s 
$73  million  estate.  They  also 
saw  UCLA,  Sunset  Blvd.,  and 
many  other  of  the  famous  sights. 
They  even  spent  20  minutes  at 
Universal  Studios  while  waiting 
to  pick  up  another  tour  group.  It 
was  an  amazing  experience  for 
everyone. 

The  time  spent  in  California 
was  not  all  sightseeing  and 
Theta  Xi  members  are  proud  to 
report  that  they  only  skipped 
one  session.. .okay,  okay,  one 
and  a half.  In  reality,  a great 
deal  of  time  was  spent  at  the 
convention  as  the  active  mem- 
bers and  officers  had  been 
diligently  working  for  the  past 
year,  trying  to  earn  an  award  in 
recognition  of  their  accomplish- 
ments and  hard  work.  The  hard 
work  paid  off. 

The  theme  of  the  85th  annual 
convention  was  Phi  Theta 
Kappa:  As  Good  As  Gold.  ECCC 
members  proved  this  worth  by 
coming  home  with  two  awards. 
The  chapter  placed  in  the  top 
ten  in  the  Leadership  Hall- 
mark Awards.  Theta  Xi  also 
placed  in  the  top  twenty-five 
distinguished  chapters.  Quite 
an  accomplishment  when  one 
considers  that  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
now  boasts  over  500  chapters 
nationwide. 

Finally,  after  an  incredible 
adventure  that  they  will  never 
forget,  Theta  Xi  set  out  for 
home...only  to  encounter  yet 
another  adventure.  Alas,  the 
uneventful  flight  to  California 
was  not  to  be  repeated.  After 
safely  arriving  in  Dallas  and 
being  delayed  for  an  hour,  they 
finally  began  boarding  the  small 
plane  for  Jackson  only  to  dis- 
cover that  there  was  a weight 
imbalance  and  that  two  people 
would  have  to  disembark  the 
plane  and  wait  for  a later  flight. 
Eventually  two  men  left  the 
plane  amidst  clapping  from  the 


half  hours  before  the  plane  was 
diverted  to  Shreveport,  LA  for 
much  needed  refueling.  By  this 
time,  everyone  was  so  ready  to 
get  off  of  the  plane  that  they 
didn’t  care  where  they  landed  as 
long  as  they  landed!  However, 
upon  safe  landing  in  Shreveport 
they  discovered  that  the  air- 
port was  legally  closed  with  no 
security,  which  would  trap  the 
passengers  onto  the  plane.  They 
did  manage  to  convince  the  pilot 
and  flight  attendant  to  let  them 
out  on  the  tarmac  for  a few  min- 
utes as  long  as  they  stuck  close 
to  the  plane. 

The  plane  was  refueled,  but 
a miscalculation  put  too  much 
fuel  inside  the  tank  so  the  refu- 
eling crew  had  to  pump  the 
excess  back  out.  Then  the  pilot 
discovered  that  he  had  to  have 
an  alternate  landing  for  Jackson 
and  the  only  available  airport 
would  be  Memphis,  but  he  had 
to  have  enough  fuel  to  fly  there 
if  needed,  so  fuel  that  had  just 
been  pumped  out  was  pumped 
back  in.  Well,  that  made  the 
plane  overweight  and  guess 
what  was  pulled.  You  got  it.  Bag- 
gage. 

After  spending  two  hours  in 
Shreveport  and  another  forty- 
five  minutes  in  turbulence  filled 
air,  the  students  and  advisors 
finally  landed  in  Jackson  at  3: 

15  a.m.  Monday  morning,  some 
six  hours  late.  They  then  faced 
the  drive  back  to  their  respective 
homes  or  ECCC  in  the  pouring 
rain. 

However,  they  did  all  make 
it  back  in  one  piece.  The  four 
students  who  had  their  luggage 
pulled  also  managed  to  get  their 
luggage  late  Monday  afternoon. 
All  in  all,  the  trip  was  rated  an 
overwhelming  success... after  th< 
group  got  some  much-needed 
sleep. 

Everyone  received  precious 
memories  that  will  never  be  for- 
gotten. And  though  the  sopho- 
mores will  be  graduating  in  a 
couple  weeks,  they  will  have  the 
option  of  attending  next  year  as 
alumni  and  the  freshman  are 
already  eagerly  planning  their 
itinerary. 

Where  are  they  headed  next 
year? 

Minneapolis,  MN.  Mall  of 
America,  here  they  come. 

For  more  information  about 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  contact  advi- 
sors Christy  Ferguson  or  Brent 
Gregory. 


Tom  Tom  reporter  thanks  advisors  for  a successful  and  great  year 


by  April  Jones 
Ton,  ,oin  Reporter 

As  another  year  comes  to  an 
end,  The  Tom  Tom  staff  would 
like  to  say  thank  you  to  our  spon- 
sors. Because  of  their  hard  work 
and  dedication,  we  have  experi- 
enced another  successful  year.  It 


is  only  appropriate  to  give  them 
their  own  article  in  our  last  edi- 
tion of  the  year. 

Bubby  Johnston  and  the  rest 
of  the  staff  in  the  public  infor- 
mation office  have  been  very 
supportive  to  everyone  on  our 
staff.  This  group  of  people  has 
helped  us  come  up  with  article 


ideas,  questions  for  our  inter- 
views and  words  to  express  our 
ideas.  Maria  McLeod  has  proof 
read  and  corrected  every  article 
submitted.  They  have  also  writ- 
ten their  own  articles.  Every  issue 
was  a huge  task  on  their  part. 

Every  issue  was  the  same  rou- 
tine. Staff  members  went  by  on 


Mondays  to  see  Mrs.  Maria  about 
our  articles.  She  gave  us  ideas  to 
think  about  and  the  deadline  for 
articles.  They  really  cared  about 
how  the  paper  as  well  as  the 
reporters  looked. 

If  there  is  anyone  interested  in 
being  on  this  staff  next  year,  it  is 
a truly  memorable  experience. 


Not  only  will  you  find  and  warm 
and  inviting  group  of  sponsors, 
you  will  also  find  a self-rewarding 
program.  It  is  unreal  how  much 
it  opens  eyes  to  the  campus  and 
everyone  on  it. 

Again,  on  behalf  of  The  Tom 
Tom  staff,  I would  like  to  give 
a sincere  salute  and  thank  you 


to  our  wonderful  sponsors.  As 
a graduating  sophomore,  I will 
carry  these  experiences  and 
memories  with  me  everywhere  I 
go.  I will  never  forget  the  people 
that  have  stood  behind  my  writ- 
ing and  me  this  year. 


The  Tom-Tom 
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Teacher  Spotlight:  Leesa  Wilkinson 


By  Josh  Hall 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 


Leesa  Wilkinson  was 
born  in  Newton  in 


1960.  She  moved  to 
Forest  as  a child  and  lived  there  until  she  finished 
high  school  in  1978.  Upon  her  graduation  from 
Forest  High  School,  Wilkinson  enrolled  at  Mississippi 
State  University  where  she  completed  the  bachelor 
of  music  degree  in  1982.  She  received  the  master’s 
degree  in  music  in  1984. 

Wilkinson  taught  public  school  music  at  Decatur 
and  Hickory  prior  to  joining  the  East  Central  staff. 

Her  honors  included  being  named  a Lamplighter  in 
1997  and  Instructor  of  the  Year  in  1998.  She  has 
been  an  accompahist  for  15  musical  productions 
during  her  tenure  at  East  Central. 

Wilkinson  will  resign  at  the  end  of  the  2003  spring  term  to  spend  more  time  with 
her  family  which  includes  husband,  Keith,  and  daughter,  Kirstin. 

She  said  the  things  she  will  miss  most  about  East  Central  include  " getting  to  know 
the  students  and  having  her  laughter-filled  lunch  hour."  She  also  said,  " I will 
always  love  East  Central  and  all  the  wonderful  experiences  I have  had  here.  This 
is  a great  school  and  I have  grown  to  love  and  respect  those  whom  I have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  work  with.  I will  miss  my  colleagues  very  much." 


Reception  Planned  To  Officially  Showcase 
Quilt  Exhibit  At  East  Central  CC  Library 


Anyone  interested  in  Missis- 
sippi’s rich  heritage  will  want 
to  visit  a quilt  exhibit  which 
will  hang  during  the  months 
of  May  and  June  at  Burton 
Library  on  the  East  Central 
Community  College  campus  in 
Decatur.  Funded  in  part  by  a 
grant  from  the  Mississippi  Arts 
Commission,  the  exhibit  is  titled 
“Unfolding  Our  Past:  Missis- 
sippi Quilts  - 1850-1946.” 

A reception  to  officially  show- 
case the  exhibit,  located  in 
the  main  reading  room  of  the 
library,  will  be  held  from  2: 

30  to  3:30  p.m.  Tuesday,  May 
6.  Gloria  Johnson,  ECCC  head 
librarian,  and  Gail  Wood,  assis- 
tant librarian,  serve  as  local 


coordinators  for  the  exhibit. 

The  display  consists  of  31 
enlarged  and  framed  photo- 
graphs of  antique  quilts  from 
the  Mississippi  Heritage  Quilt 
Search,  along  with  text  panels 
which  give  information  on  the 
individual  quilts  and  on  the 
search  project.  Also  on  exhibit 
will  be  antique  quilts  from  the 
Eastern  region  of  Mississippi. 

The  quilts  featured  in  the  pho- 
tographic exhibit  run  the  gamut 
from  spectacular  “Sunday” 
applique  quilts  to  completely 
utilitarian  pieces  of  cover  made 
from  feed  and  fertilizer  sacks. 
The  artistry  and  craftsmanship 
of  Mississippi  quilt  makers  are 
vividly  illustrated  in  each  pho- 


tograph. 

Commenting  on  the  exhibit, 
Carol  Vickers  of  Decatur,  Chair- 
man of  the  Mississippi  Heritage 
Quilt  Search  Project  which 
documented  1769  quilts  in  a 
two-year  search,  stated,  “We 
want  Mississippians  to  feel  the 
same  excitement  when  they  see 
the  exhibit  that  we  felt  as  we 
unfolded  these  wonderful  quilts 
on  search  days  and  could  see 
in  them  the  lives  of  the  women 
who,  sometimes  under  the  most 
trying  economic  conditions,  cre- 
ated these  objects  of  beauty.” 

For  additional  information, 
please  call  601-635-2121  or  toll 
free,  1-877-462-3222,  extension 
219. 


ECCC  Establishes  Thrash  Memorial  Scholarship 


ECCC  All-Stars  Help 
Lead  South  To  Victory 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege basketball  standouts  Corey 
Hornsby,  Donzell  Crenshaw 
and  Tamekia  Foley  played  key 
roles  in  leading  their  respective 
All-Star  squads  to  victory  in  the 
annual  MACJC  All-Star  Games 
held  April  11  at  Choctaw  Central 
High  School. 

Hornsby,  a product  of 
Istrouma  High  School  in  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  had  13  points  for  the 
South  squad,  which  outscored 
the  North  All-Stars  101-88. 
Crenshaw,  of  Ridgeway  High 
School  in  Memphis,  played  one 
of  his  best  defensive  games  and 
added  two  points. 

Jason  Scott  of  Copiah-Lincoln 
led  the  South  with  23  points  and 
received  most  valuable  player 
honors.  Other  South  point 
makers  were  Yandell  Brown  of 
Pearl  River,  16;  Jerimie  Collier 
of  Copiah-Lincoln,  12;  Keesler 
Johnson  of  Pearl  River,  eight; 
Chris  Moody  and  Davy  Easter- 
ling, both  of  Gulf  Coast,  and  Lee 
J.  Kirkpatrick  of  Jones,  six  each; 
Grady  Willis  of  Meridian  Com- 
munity College,  five;  and  Willie 
Depron  of  Southwest  and  Mario 
Tyler  of  Hinds,  two  each. 

Dennis  Sims  of  Co-Lin  served 
as  head  coach. 

North  scorers  were  Sandrell 
Spann  of  Holmes,  17;  Tremechie 
Evans  of  East  Mississippi  and 
Jermaine  Willis  of  Holmes, 

15  each;  Kelly  Scarver  of  Mis- 
sissippi Delta,  10;  Roy  Hazzle 
of  Itawamba,  six;  Quintarrius 
Hodges  of  Mississippi  Delta, 
five;  Jason  Dunn  of  Northwest, 
O’Brien  Lowe  of  Itawamba  and 
Taylor  Rocker  of  Northeast, 
four  each;  Tamarius  Brown 
and  James  Thomas,  both  of 
Coahoma,  three  each;  and 
Marcus  Avant  of  Northwest, 
two. 

James  Washington  of 


Coahoma  served  as  head  coach. 

The  score  was  tied  41-41  at 
haltime. 

Prior  to  the  matchup,  Jer- 
maine Willis  of  Holmes  won  the 
slam-dunk  competition. 

In  the  women’s  game,  Foley,  a 
product  of  Newton  County  High 
School,  had  10  points  for  the 
South,  which  rolled  to  an  easy 
90-67  win. 

Tinia  Burns  of  Copiah-Lincoln 
was  the  leading  scorer  with  21 
points  and  was  chosen  most 
valuable  player.  Other  scor- 
ers were  Adosha  Kelly  of  Pearl 
River,  11;  Shaquita  Smith  of 
Copiah-Lincoln,  10;  Nakeya 
Downing  of  Southwest,  eight; 
Myeisha  Mingo  of  Gulf  Coast 
and  Colette  Bartee  of  Jones, 
seven  each;  Jancsi'Newsome 
of  Pearl  River  and  Monique 
Cowans  of  Gulf  Coast,  five  each; 
Tara  Abdul-Hadi  of  Southwest, 
four;  and  Shawana  Coleman  of 
Hinds,  two. 

Gywn  Young  of  Copiah-Lin- 
coln served  as  head  coach. 

North  point  makers  were  Jen- 
nifer Nelson  of  Coahoma,  13; 
Yolanda  Thomas  of  East  Mis- 
sissippi, 12;  Priscilla  Berry  of 
Northeast,  11;  Saprina  Reed  of 
Mississippi  Delta,  10;  Melissa 
Winters  of  Holmes,  seven;  Katu- 
nia  Levy  of  Holmes,  five;  Angel- 
ica Graham  of  Northwest,  four; 
Lisa  Moore  of  Northeast  and 
Dorecious  Powe  of  East  Missis- 
sippi, two  each;  and  Candace 
Spires  of  East  Mississippi,  one. 

Shirley  Artis  of  Coahoma 
served  as  head  coach. 

The  South  led  44-39  at  half- 
time. 

Sponsors  for  the  MACJC  All- 
Star  Basketball  Games  are  East 
Central  Community  College, 
Pepsi,  Silver  Star  Resort  and 
Casino  and  the  Mississippi  Band 
of  Choctaw  Indians. 


Mills  honored  by  Forestry  Association 

ECCC  sophomore  Chris  Mills  of  Philadelphia  was  recently 
recognized  by  the  Neshoba  County  Forestry  Association  as  the 
2003  Neshoba  County  Logger  of  the  Year.  Presenting  the  plaque  to 
Chris  is  Rayford  Williamson,  Neshoba  County  Forestry  Association 
President. 

There’s  only  one  comer  of  the  universe 
you  can  be  certain  of  improving , 
and  that’s  your  own  self 
-Aldous  Huxley 


SPRING  SPREE 
MAY  1 
3 PM. 

WARRIOR  FIELD 


A scholarship  honoring  the 
memory  of  longtime  faculty 
member  Thomas  W.  Thrash  has 
been  established  at  East  Central 
Community  College  in  Decatur. 

Thrash  served  as  social  sci- 
ence instructor  at  the  College 
from  1962  until  his  death  in 
September  2002,  when  he  was 
also  serving  as  Chairman  of  the 
Social  Science,  Education  and 
Business  Division.  He  was  a 
recipient  of  numerous  academic 
and  civic  awards  throughout  his 
career. 


A native  of  Newton,  Thrash 
was  a graduate  of  Newton  High 
School  and  East  Central  Junior 
College,  and  earned  bachelor 
and  master’s  degrees  at  Mis- 
sissippi State  University.  He 
completed  additional  studies 
at  MSU  and  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

The  Thomas  W.  Thrash 
Memorial  Scholarship  will  be 
presented  during  Awards  Day 
held  each  spring  semester. 
Preference  will  be  given  to  area 
students  who  are  majoring  in 


history  or  education  and  plan  a 
career  in  education.  The  schol- 
arship will  be  awarded  the  fall 
semester  of  the  recipient’s  soph- 
omore year. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Vice  President  for  Student 
Services’  Office,  East  Central 
Community  College,  Decatur, 
MS  39327,  Phone  635-2111  or 
call  toll  free,  1-877-462-3222, 
ext.  375.  The  email  address  is 
ikillens@eccc.edu. 


Diamond  Warriors’  Playoff  Hopes 
Fade  Following  Losses  To  EMCC 


By  Drew  Kenna 
Tom  Tom  Asst.  Editor 

The  Warriors  (21-19)  overall, 
and  (7-7)  in  division  entered 
Saturday’s  contest  with  East 
Mississippi  Community  College 
coming  off  a split  with  Holmes 
Community  College  on  Wednes- 
day in  Goodman.  The  Bulldogs 
of  Holmes  won  Game  One  by  a 
final  of  9-8,  while  the  Warriors 
took  Game  Twb,  7L2. 

On  Saturday,  ttfcfwb  teams 
locked  up  for  the  final  baseball 
double-header  of  the  squad’s 
regular  season. 

Sophomore  Jonathan  Taylor 
started  the  first  game  for  the 
EC  Diamond  Warriors  but  was 
relieved  by  Justin  Darby  in  the 
fifth  inning.  East  Central  took 
an  early  lead  in  the  competi- 
tion off  a Destin  Moore  home 
run  (second  of  the  season),  but 
relinquished  the  lead  later  in 
the  contest.  However,  EC  would 
be  back  on  top  after  a Brian 
McNeill  home  run  (first  of  the 
year)  that  gave  the  Warriors 
a 4-2  advantage.  Third  base- 
man  Michael  Dunn  would  add 
another  run  for  EC  as  he  hit  a 
sacrifice  fly  to  center  field  that 
extended  the  lead  5-2. 


The  Lions  of  East  Mississippi 
wouldn’t  stay  down  long  scor- 
ing two  runs  of  their  own  in  the 
bottom  of  the  frame.  The  Lions 
would  tie  the  game  in  the  next 
inning  on  an  EC  error.  East 
Mississippi  went  on  to  score  the 
winning  run  in  the  bottom  of  the 
seventh  to  claim  a 6-5  decision, 
which  eliminated  EC  from  quali- 
fying for  the  state  playoffs. 

The  next  game  was  also  an 
important  *game,  as  the  winner 
would  earn  a berth  in  the 

i 

Region  23  tournament.  Fresh- 
man pitcher  Brent  McMillan 
toed  the  rubber  in  the  second 
game  for  theWarriors.  McMil- 
lan was  relieved  in  the  sixth 
inning  by  Hunter  Holley.  The 
second  game  was  held  quiet 
by  the  pitchers  for  both  teams. 
Both  pitchers  allowed  only  one 
hit  through  five  innings;  how- 
ever, in  the  bottom  of  the  sixth, 
East  Mississippi  would  take  the 
lead  and  never  look  back.  The 
Lions  scored  five  runs  to  pro- 
duce the  final  score  of  the  game, 
6-0. 

The  Warriors  ended  the  2003 
campaign  with  21  wins  and  21 
losses  and  were  7-9  in  division 
competition. 


ECCC  Students  Receiving  State  PBL  Honors 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  who  are  mem- 
bers of  Theta  Chi  chapter  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda,  an  organization  for 
business  students,  won  various  honors  at  the  PBL  State  Confer- 
ence held  on  the  Tupelo  campus  of  Itawamba  Community  Col- 
lege. Seated  from  left  are  Jessica  Brumfield  of  Carthage  and  Linda 
Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  who  placed  first  in  Website  Development, 
and  Nicole  Dansby  of  Lake,  who  finished  second  in  Multimedia 
Presentation.  Standing  from  left  are  Adrianne  Black  of  Forest,  third, 
Quantitative  Methods;  Chris  Clark  of  Louisville,  fourth,  Network- 
ing Concepts;  Frosty  Brown  of  Philadelphia,  third,  International 
Business;  and  Ashley  Ogletree  of  Sebastopol,  who  placed  fourth 
in  Finance.  Ogletree  was  also  selected  to  Who’s  Who  in  Phi  Beta 
Lambda.  ECCC  also  won  first-place  honors  in  the  Local  Chapter 
Annual  Business  Report,  American  Enterprise  Project  and  Commu- 
nity Service  Project.  In  addition,  Theta  Chi  was  one  of  two  chapters 
recognized  as  a Gold  Seal  Chapter.  The  ECCC  group  was  also 
recognized  by  the  March  of  Dimes  and  presented  a plaque  for  con- 
tributions made  to  the  fundraising  organization.  Award  winners  not 
pictured  include  Temeka  Drummond  of  Newton,  who  participated  in 
the  American  Enterprise  Project,  and  Jerry  Hamm  of  Lake  who  was 
named  to  Who’s  Who  in  Phi  Beta  Lambda.  Curtis  Beckman,  com- 
puter network  support  technology  instructor,  serves  as  PBL  advi- 
sor. 


Award-Winning  Surgical  Tech  Students 

These  surgical  technology  students  at  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur  won  various  honors  at  the  State  HOSA  (Health 
Occupation  Students  of  America)  competition  held  in  Biloxi.  Seated 
from  left  are  Miranda  Perkins  of  Eupora,  who  won  first  place,  Out- 
standing HOSA  Chapter  (for  chapter  scrapbook)  and  was  elected 
a state  officer  (Central  District  Representative);  Brody  Perkins  of 
Carthage,  second  place,  clinical  specialty-  surgical  technology,  and 
Mr.  HOSA  Pageant  winner;  Amber  Jewell  of  Ixwisville,  first  place, 
Extemporaneous  Health  Poster;  and  Natasha  Yeager  of  Meridian, 
HOSA  Pageant  top  five  finalist.  Second  row,  from  left,  are  Kenyeda 
Boler  of  Philadelphia  and  Pandasala  McClendon  of  Forest,  third 
place,  Community  Awareness  Poster;  Dina  Minter  of  Meridian, 
fifth  place,  Human  Growth  and  Development  Knowledge  Test;  and 
Kristee  Conner,  HOSA  Pageant  top  five  finalist.  State  officers  and 
the  top  three  finishers  in  each  category  qualify  to  compete  in  the 
National  HOSA  Contest  scheduled  June  18-21  in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 
Lee  Ann  Shirley  and  Kristie  Pilgrim  serve  as  surgical  technology 
instructors. 


SEA  Teacher  Appreciation  project 


The  Student  Education  Assoociation  recently  hosted  a campus- 
wide Teacher  Appreciation  project  where  students  were  encour- 
aged to  write  letters  of  appreciation  to  their  former  elementary 
school  teachers.  SEA  sponsor  Lucille  Wood  (center)  wrote  a letter 
to  her  first  grade  teacher,  Margurite  Boswell,  a Neshoba  County 
native  who  taught  at  Calvary  Elementary  School  and  continues  to 
live  in  the  Calvary  Community  of  Winston  County.  Among  students 
writing  letters  were  (from  left)  Alicia  Mills  and  Ashley  Chaney,  both 
of  Newton  County  High  School;  Paige  Posey  of  Leake  Academy, 
Leslie  Shaw  of  Winston  Academy  and  Terrance  Anderson  of  Nanih 
Waiya. 


A success%ful  man  is  one  who  can  lay 
a firmfoundationn  with  the  bricks 
that  others  throw  at  him. 
-Sidney  Greenberg 
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ECCC  LPN  Students  Win  State  Honors 


These  students  in  East  Central  Community  College’s  Licensed 
Practical  Nursing  program  won  various  awards  at  the  State  HOSA 
(Health  Occupation  Students  of  America)  Contest  held  in  Biloxi. 
Seated  from  left  are  Health  Education  Team  members  Debbie 
Mclnnish  of  Carthage,  Lucy  Hughes  of  Forest,  Natalie  Chapman  of 
Stonewall  and  Billie  McCune  of  Union,  who  won  first-place  honors; 
Sharon  Taylor  of  Union,  second  place,  Nutrition;  and  Rebecca 
Alawine  of  Pelahatchie,  second  place,  Prepared  Speaking.  Stand- 
ing from  left  are  Tara  Long  of  Philadelphia,  third  place,  Medical 
Spelling;  Sheila  Baysinger  of  Philadelphia,  fourth  place,  Research 
Persuasive  Speaking;  Erin  McDill  of  Sebastopol,  fourth  place, 
Practical  Nursing;  Tammy  Jordan  of  Edinburg,  fourth  place,  Basic 
Concepts  of  Healthcare;  Casey  Files,  fifth  place,  Job  Seeking  Skills; 
and  Dawn  Cooksey  of  Sebastopol,  fifth  place,  Nutrition.  Mclnn- 
ish, Taylor  and  McDill  also  placed  in  the  National  Healthcare  Issues 
Exam.  The  top  three  finishers  in  each  category  qualify  to  compete 
at  the  National  HOSA  Conference  scheduled  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  in 
June.  LPN  instructors  Kathy  Buckman  and  Lori  Luke  serve  as  advi- 
sors. 


Recognized  for  20  Years  Service 

East  Central  Community  College  faculty  members  Brenda  Johnson 
(left)  of  Philadelphia  and  Ricky  Harrison  of  Decatur  were  recognized 
for  20  years  of  service  during  the  annual  Teacher  Appreciation  Tea 
held  in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria  on  the  Decatur  campus.  John- 
son teaches  computer  technology  classes  and  Harrison  is  a draft- 
ing and  design  technology  instructor  at  the  College’s  Bradford  J. 
Tucker  Applied  Technology  Center. 


East  Central  golfers  capture 
Division  III,  Region  23  title 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege’s golf  team  can  add  another 
trophy  to  the  display  case  in  the 
Brackeen-Wood  Physical  Educa- 
tion Building  after  capturing  the 
Division  III,  Region  23  Tourna- 
ment held  April  22-24  at  the 
Great  Southern  Golf  Course  in 
Gulfport. 

Philip  Dickerson  of  Union  shot 
156  (79-77)  to  lead  the  Warrior 
linksters  who  carded  a 637  in 
the  two-day  tournament  and 
beat  Northwest  by  six  strokes. 
Dickerson  also  won  Division  III 
medalist  honors  and  qualified 
for  the  NJCAA  Golf  Tourna- 
ment along  with  Kody  Comans 
of  Decatur  who  shot  157  (78-79). 
Comans  was  also  named  to  the 
Division  III  All-Tournament 


team.  The  NJCAA  Division  III 
Tournament  begins  June  2 in 
upstate  New  York. 

Other  members  of  the  cham- 
pionship Warrior  golf  team  and 
their  respective  scores  included 
A1  Jones  of  Meridian,  160  (81- 
79);  Jim  Dilley  of  Forest,  167 
(88-79);  and  David  Burt  of 
Newton  167  (85-82). 

In  addition  to  winning  the 
Region  title,  second-year  War- 
rior golf  coach  Tim  Coats  was 
named  Division  III  Coach  of  the 
Year.  The  Warrior  golf  team  had 
one  of  its  most  successful  sea- 
sons in  recent  memory,  winning 
two  other  tournaments  during 
season  action.  East  Central  also 
had  two  second-place  finishes 
and  came  in  third  in  two  events. 


East  Central  to  offer 
beginning  photography 


A class  in  Beginning  Photog- 
raphy is  being  offered  at  East 
Central  Community  College 
in  Decatur,  announced  Gene 
Davis,  Dean  of  Adult  and  Con- 
tinuing Education. 

Registration  for  the  six-week 
course  will  be  held  from  6 to  6: 
30  p.m.  Tuesday,  May  13  in  the 
Gordon  Room  of  Mabry  Memo- 
rial Cafeteria.  The  first  class 
meeting  is  scheduled  following 
registration.  Subsequent  classes 
will  be  held  from  6:30  to  8:30 
p.m.  on  successive  Tuesdays 
through  June  17. 

Cost  is  $50  per  student. 

Alan  David,  a veteran  portrait, 
commercial  and  documentary 
photographer  with  more  than  35 
years  of  experience,  will  serve 
as  class  instructor.  He  operated 
studios  in  New  York,  London 
and  Atlanta  prior  to  moving  to 
Newton  County. 

David  also  served  as  instructor 
and  academic  administrator  in 
photography  at  the  Art  Institute 
of  Atlanta,  and  as  instructor  at 


the  Southeastern  Center  for  the 
Photographic  Arts,  the  Portfolio 
Center  and  Callanwolde  Fine 
Arts  Center. 

He  is  a graduate  of  Florida 
State  University  and  completed 
graduate  studies  in  photography 
at  Georgia  State  University. 

David  said  the  intent  of  the 
class  is  “to  introduce  interested 
students  in  photography  to  the 
history  of  development  of  the 
medium;  to  impart  an  under- 
standing of  how  photography 
works;  and  provide  a basic 
knowledge  of  how  to  control 
cameras,  lenses  and  light  so  that 
students  can  move  from  ‘taking 
pictures’  toward  ‘making  pic- 
tures.’” 

For  more  information  con- 
tact the  Office  of  Adult  and 
Continuing  Education,  East 
Central  Community  College, 

P.  0.  Box  129,  Decatur,  MS 
39327,  Phone  635-2111  or  call 
toll  free,  1-877-462-3222,  ext. 
278  or  279.  The  email  address  is 
mdavis@eccc.edu. 


ECCC  students  named  to  Academic  All-State  teams 


ECCC  Students  Raise  Funds  For  Charity 

Members  of  the  Association  of  Student  Nurses  (ASNEC)  at  East 
Central  Community  College  recently  raised  funds  for  the  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Foundation.  The  ECCC  students  collected  $1,750  for  CF 
following  a fundraising  walk  held  on  the  Decatur  campus  prior  to 
spring  break.  Sophomore  Dustin  Addy  of  Decatur,  project  chairman, 
is  shown  presenting  proceeds  from  the  one-day  event  to  Morgan 
Parker,  who  is  one  of  the  Children’s  Miracle  Network  Poster  Chil- 
dren. Morgan,  a first-grader  at  Newton  County  Elementary  School, 
represented  Mississippi  at  the  Cystic  Fibrosis  National  Conference 
held  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Her  parents,  Tracy  and  Greg  Parker  of 
Decatur,  joined  her  for  the  check  presentation. 


EC’s  Karweaye  Inks  Soccer  Scholarship 

East  Central  Community  College  soccer  standout  Seltue  Kar- 
weaye of  Monrovia,  Liberia,  South  Africa,  has  signed  a national 
letter  of  intent  with  the  University  of  South  Carolina  at  Aiken.  Kar- 
weaye, recognized  as  EC’s  all-time  leading  scorer,  received  honor- 
able mention  All-American  and  All-State  honors  following  the  2002 
campaign  and  was  selected  best  offensive  player  in  the  South 
Division  after  leading  the  division  in  scoring  with  40  points.  He 
also  placed  third  in  the  MACJC  in  scoring  and  finished  eighteenth 
nationally.  He  scored  17  goals  and  had  six  assists  for  the  2002 
Soccer  Warriors,  who  were  9-6-3  overall  and  5-3-2  in  division  com- 
petition. Karweaye  was  selected  the  team’s  most  valuable  player  in 
2002  and  also  received  the  best  offensive  player  award.  Karweaye 
scored  16  points  during  the  2001  season  and  was  selected  honor- 
able mention  All-State.  He  had  seven  goals  and  two  assists  in  lead- 
ing EC  to  a 6-8-1  overall  mark  and  4-3-1  record  in  South  Division 
action.  During  his  two  years  at  EC,  Karweaye  scored  56  points,  24 
goals  and  eight  assists.  He  is  pictured  at  a recent  signing  ceremony 
with  Kenneth  Thompson,  ECCC  soccer  coach. 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege sophomores  Lance  Hall 
of  Forest  and  Jimmy  Hall  of 
Lena  were  named  to  the  2003 
Mississippi  All-State  Academic 
Teams,  an  annual  recognition  of 
the  scholarly  achievements  and 


leadership  accomplishments  of 
students  enrolled  in  the  state’s 
community  and  junior  colleges. 

The  Clarion-Ledger,  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  International  Honor 
Society,  the  Mississippi  Associa- 
tion of  Community  and  Junior 


Colleges,  and  the  Mississippi 
State  Board  for  Community  and 
Junior  Colleges  coordinate  the 
All-Mississippi  Academic  Team 
program. 

The  award  recipients  were 
honored  by  the  Mississippi  Leg- 
islature at  the  State  Capitol  and 
were  guests  at  a luncheon  held 
at  the  Clarion  Hotel  in  Jackson. 
Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove 
was  guest  speaker  and  Sena- 
tor Terrry  C.  Burton  of  Newton 
served  as  master  of  ceremonies. 

Lance  Hall,  a business  admin- 
istration major  with  a 3.91  grade 
point  average,  was  selected  on 
the  First  Team  and  received  a 
$1000  scholarship  to  continue 
his  education. 

He  serves  as  Vice  President 
for  Service  for  Theta  Xi  Chapter 
of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  is  vice 
president  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
an  organization  for  students 
interested  in  math.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Warrior  Corps, 
an  elite  group  of  students  who 
assist  in  recruiting  and  serve  as 
hosts  for  various  College  events 
and  activities,  and  serves  as  a 
writer  for  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
(Theta  Xi  Chapter)  newsletter 
and  The  Tom-Tom,  the  campus 
newspaper. 

In  addition,  Hall  has  volun- 
teered his  services  for  various 
fund-raising  activities,  including 
Making  Strikes  Against  Breast 
Cancer,  World  Food  Week,  the 
Great  American  Smoke-Out  Day 
and  the  Adopt-A-Mile  program. 

He  received  various  scholar- 
ships to  attend  ECCC  and  was 
recently  named  to  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges. 

A graduate  of  Forest  High 
School,  Hall  is  the  son  of  Billy 
and  Debbie  Hall  of  Forest. 

Jimmy  Hall,  a Leake  Academy 
graduate,  is  a pre-nursing  major 
with  a 3.79  grade  point  average 
at  East  Central,  where  he  serves 
as  editor  of  The  Tom-Tom;  vice 
president  of  the  Student  Body 
Association;  vice  president  of 
Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau,  an  orga- 


Lance  Hall  (center)  of  Forest  was  named  to  the  2003  Mississippi  All- 
State  Academic  First  Team.  The  East  Central  Community  College 
sophomore  is  pictured  at  the  awards  ceremony  with  Christy  Fergu- 
son (left),  an  advisor  for  the  College’s  Theta  Xi  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college,  and  Dr.  Phil 
A.  Sutphin,  ECCC  president.  (Photo  courtesy  Hinds  Community 
College) 


Jimmy  Hall  (center)  of  Lena  was  named  to  the  2003  Mississippi  All- 
State  Academic  Second  Team.  The  East  Central  Community  College 
sophomore  is  pictured  at  the  awards  ceremony  with  Brent  Gregory 
(left),  an  advisor  for  ECCC’s  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the 
international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college,  and  Dr.  Phil  A. 
Sutphin,  ECCC  president.  (Photo  courtesy  Hinds  Community 
College) 


nization  for  students  interested 
in  medical  fields  of  study;  vice 
president  of  the  Environmental 
Club;  and  member  of  the  War- 
rior Corps.  He  is  a member  of 
Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  and  serves  as  Regional 
(MS/LA)  President. 

In  addition,  he  serves  as  a 
tutor  in  the  ECCC  Leaning 
Skills  Center  and  volunteers 
for  the  Adopt-A-Highway  Proj- 
ect, Wildlife  Habitat  Project 
(involves  beautification  of  ECCC 
front  campus)  and  Make-A-Dif- 
ference  Day.  He  also  teaches 
Vacation  Bible  School  classes. 

He  also  received  various  schol- 
arships to  attend  ECCC  and 
is  included  in  the  Who’s  Who 
Among  Students  in  American 
Junior  Colleges  publication. 

His  parents  are  Johnny  and 
Kathy  Hall  of  Lena. 


ECCC  cheerleaders  selected 
for  university,  college  squads 

These  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege cheerleaders  have  been  selected 
to  serve  on  squads  at  four-year  colleges 
and  universities.  Pictured  are  Shelley 
Johnson  (left)  of  Newton  who  will  cheer 
at  Mississippi  State  University  and  Brody 
Perkins  of  Carthage  who  has  been 
selected  for  the  squad  at  the  University 
of  West  Alabama.  Not  pictured  is  Nathan 
Stamper  of  Decatur  who  will  cheer  at 
Hannibal-LaGrange  College  in  Hannibal, 
Missouri. 


Congratulations 
to  the  newly-elected 
Student  Body  Association 
officers! 

President-Adam  McAdory 
Vice  President-  Mary  Lois  Thomas 
Secretary-Audra  Myers 
Treasurer-Amy  Warner 
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New  buildings,  renovations 
continue  at  East  Central  CC 


As  East  Central  Community 
College  strives  to  have  the  best 
facilities  possible  for  its  students, 
work  continues  on  building  proj- 
ects and  renovations  throughout 
the  campus. 

Plans  for  Phase  II  of  the  Eddie 
M.  Smith  Student  Union  Building 
are  underway  and  site  work  has 
been  done  in  order  for  construc- 
tion to  begin  in  2004.  Phase  II 
includes  a new  bookstore,  a food 
court  and  the  Office  of  Admis- 
sions, Records  and  Research. 

The  project  should  be  com- 
pleted and  in  use  by  the  2005 
term. 

In  addition  to  the  prepara- 
tions for  Phase  II,  construction  is 
also  complete  on  a new  parking 
lot  located  between  the  Student 
Union  and  Winston  Hall  dormi- 
tory. Approximately  30-40  spaces 
are  available. 

Renovations  to  the  Frank 
T.  Rives  Educational  Building 
are  complete  and  the  College's 
Licensed  Practical  Nursing  pro- 
gram moved  into  that  building  in 
August. 

The  College  also  completed 
construction  on  the  new  pavilion 
located  adjacent  to  the  lake  and 
the  Dick  Livingston  Recreational/ 
Study  Trail.  The  pavilion  is  avail- 
able for  use  by  the  College  and 


scaping 


the  community. 

A new  project  spearheaded 
by  the  College's  Alumni  Associa- 
tion involves  funding  the  reno- 
vations of  a room  in  the  Burton 
Library,  which  will  be  called  the 
EC  Memorabilia  Room.  The  room 
will  house  artifacts  of  the  College 
and  donated  items  from  vari- 
ous alumni.  Anyone  wishing  to 
assist  with  the  funds  for  this  room 
should  contact  the  Foundation 
Office  at  635-2111,  ext.  327. 

East 

Central  was 
recently 
awarded 
an  Urban 
& Com- 
munity 
Forestry 
Assistance 
Grant  to 


as  well  as  an  irrigation  system. 
Concrete  and  brick  pavers  will 
replace  most  of  the  asphalt  drive. 

In  addition  to  the  major  con- 
struction and  renovation  projects, 
members  of  the  maintenance 
staff  have  been  busy  this  summer 
preparing  dormitories  for  the  fall 
semester. 


i st ration  Mike  Dearing,  left,  director  of  the  ECCC  Physical  Plant, 

Building.  and  pr  Phil  Sutphin,  College  President,  look  over  plans 
This  project  for  phase  II  oftne  Eddie  M.  Smith  Student  Union  Build- 
includes  jng 
new  land- 


improve 
the  mall 
area  north 
of  the 
W.  Arno 
Vincent 
Admin- 


East  Central  welcomes 
new  staff  for  2003-04 


Wayne  Eason 


A new 

dean  of  voca- 
tional-techni- 
cal instruction 
is  among  new 
personnel 
being  wel- 
comed for  the 
2003-04  term 
at  East  Central 
Community 
College  in 


Decatur. 

Wayne  Eason  of  Meridian 
began  his  duties  as  vo-tech  dean 
on  July  1 , 2003. 

Eason  previously  served 
as  director  of  the  Ross  Collins 
Career  and  Technical  Center  in 
Meridian,  a post  he  had  held 
since  1998.  He  served  the  previ- 
ous 1 0 years  as  the  Center's  assis- 
tant director. 

He  is  also  a former  diversi- 
fied technology  instructor  at 
Mi  I Isaps  Vocational  Center  in 
Starkville.  In  addition,  his  experi- 
ence includes  serving  as  associ- 
ate principal  and  industrial  arts 
instructor  at  Henderson  Junior 
High  School  in  Starkville. 

He  serves  as  treasurer  of  the 
Mississippi  Educational  Com- 
puting Association  and  is  past 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Asso- 
ciation of  Secondary  Vocational 
Directors.  He  is  also  a member 
of  the  MathFirst-  Schools-to- 
Careers  Task  Force.  He  is  a past 
president  of  the  Mississippi  State 
University  Industrial  Educa- 
tion Association  and  previously 
served  as  treasurer  of  the  MSU 
College  of  Education  Alumni 
Association. 

A graduate  of  Forest  Hill  High 
School,  Eason  holds  a bachelor's 
degree  in  industrial  arts  educa- 
tion and  a master's  degree  in 
vocational  education,  both  from 
Mississippi  State  University. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Tammy  Chance  of  Jackson 
and  they  have  three  children, 
Amanda,  Dee  and  Rob. 

After  serving  as  the  College's 


concert  choir  director  for  2002- 
03,  Len  Bobo  of  Brandon  is  the 
College's  new  music  keyboard 
instructor. 

In  addition 
to  his  teach- 
ing duties  at 
East  Central, 
Bobo  serves  as 
adjunct  profes- 
sor of  organ 
and  college 
organist  at  Mill- 
saps  College  in 
Jackson.  He  is 
also  director  of 
music  and  organist  at  Covenant 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Jackson. 
He  previously  served  as  associate 
director  of  music  and  organist  at 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.,  and  held  the  same 
title  at  Pulaski  Heights  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  In  all,  he  has  more  than 
30  years  experience  serving  as 
director  of  music/organist  and 
associate  director  of  music/ 
organist  for  various  churches  in 
Arkansas  and  Mississippi. 

Bobo  is  also  a former  visit- 
ing professor  at  the  University  of 
Central  Arkansas  in  Conway.  In 
addition,  he  has  held  teaching 
positions  at  Hendrix  College, 
also  located  in  Conway,  and  at 
the  University  of  Arkansas  at 
Little  Rock,  where  he  began  his 
teaching  career  in  1975.  He  also 
has  teaching  experience  on  the 
community  college  level,  having 
taught  at  Garland  County  Com- 
munity College  in  Hot  Springs, 
Ark.  In  all,  he  has  more  than  24 
years  of  adjunct  teaching  experi- 
ence in  various  university  and 
community  college  environ- 
ments. 

Among  honors  received 
include  his  selection  as  Distin- 
guished Alumnus  by  the  music 
faculty  at  Mississippi  College. 

He  has  also  been  named  to 
Who's  Who  in  the  World,  Who's 
Who  in  America,  Who's  Who  in 
Entertainment  and  Who's  Who 


Len  Bobo 


in  American  Music.  He  is  also 
a past  recipient  of  the  Arkan- 
sas Federation  of  Music  Club's 
Arkansas  Church  Musician  of  the 
Year  award. 

Bobo  has  four  published  com- 
positions to  his  credit  and  has 
completed  numerous  commis- 
sioned compositions  for  various 
choral  groups. 

He  is  a graduate  of  Warren 
Central  High  School,  Hinds 
Junior  College,  Mississippi 
College,  where  he  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  music;  and 
the  University  of  Tennessee  in 
Knoxville,  where  he  received  a 
master's  degree  in  music.  He  has 
completed  additional  studies  at 
UT. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Pamela  Jean  Moore  and  they 
have  two  daughters,  Celeste  and 

Debbie 

Boyd  of  Merid- 
ian is  a new 
member  of  the 
English  faculty. 

Boyd  is  a 
former  English 
instructor  at 
Meridian  High 
School,  where 
she  also  served 
as  English 
department  vertical  chairperson. 
She  has  22  years  teaching  experi- 
ence on  the  secondary  level,  all 
with  the  Meridian  Public  School 
System.  In  addition,  she  is  a 
former  adjunct  English  instructor 
at  the  Meridian  branch  of  Missis- 
sippi State  University. 

She  is  a member  of  Midway 
Baptist  Church  in  Meridian, 
where  she  serves  as  Sunday 
school  teacher  and  Adult  Choir 
member. 

A graduate  of  North  Pike  High 
School  in  Summit,  Boyd  earnecf 
an  associate  of  arts  degree  from 
Southwest  Mississippi  Commu- 


Debbie  Boyd 


See  STAFF,  pg.  2 


Talbert  named  editor  of  The  Tom-Tom 


Jenna  Talbert,  a returning 
sophomore,  was  selected  to  serve 
as  this  year's  editor  of  The  Tom- 
Tom, East  Central  Community 
College's  student  newspaper. 

Talbert,  a Newton  native  and 
a home-school  graduate,  is  active 
in  several  campus  activities 
at  East  Central.  She  serves  as 
President  of  Theta  Xi  Chapter 
of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  is  also 
an  active  member  of  the  annual 
staff,  SADD,  and  Scholars  Bowl. 


Talbert  was  chosen  to  attend 
the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  National 
Honors  Institute  in  Washington 
D.C.,  as  well  as  the  Regional 
Mini-Honors  Institute  at  the 
University  of  North  Alabama  in 
Florence.  She  also  attended  the 
International  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
Convention  held  in  Anaheim,  Ca 
this  past  spring. 

In  May  2003,  Talbert  received 
the  Ann  Burkes  Phi  Theta  Kappa 
Scholarship. 


Talbert  plans  to  attend 
Mississippi  College  after  her 
graduation  from  East  Central 
and  acquire  a degree  in 
Communications  with  an 
emphasis  in  Journalism.  She 
hopes  to  one  day  become  an 
editor  at  a major  publishing 
company. 


Lucille  Wood  delivers  the  keynote  address  during  the  College's  75th  anniversary  Convocation  held  in  Huff 
Auditorium. 


EC's  75th  anniversary 
celebrated  Aug.  28 

Wood  delivers  keynote  address 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege celebrated  its  75th  anniver-  ' 
sary  Thursday,  August  28,  during 
a convocation  in  Huff  Audito- 
rium. 

Those  participating  in  the 
special  program  included  Dr. 
Lavinia  Sparkman,  Vice  President 
for  Instruction;  the  Reverend 
Chris  Vowell,  who  delivered 
the  invocation;  Gen.  Denver 
Brackeen,  member  of  the  State 
Board  for  Community  and  Junior 
Colleges;  Prentice  Copeland, 
Chairman  of  the  ECCC  Board  of 
Trustees;  former  presidents  Arno 
Vincent  and  Dr.  Eddie  M.  Smith; 
and  current  president  Dr.  Phil 
Sutphin.  Lucille  Wood,  a gradu- 
ate of  East  Central  and  current 
Chairperson  of  the  Division  of 
Social  Science,  Business  and 


Educaiton  and  physical  educa- 
tion instructor,  delivered  the  key- 
note address. 

Following  is  a transcript  of 
that  address. 

Thank  you  Dr.  Sparkman  for 
that  introduction.  This  is  one  of 
the  highlights  of  my  career  to 
speak  at  the  75th  anniversary 
of  my  alma  mata.  It  is  also  an 
honor  to  share  this  stage  with  Dr. 
Phil  Sutphin,  Dr.  Eddie  Smith, 

Mr.  Arno  Vincent,  the  Rev.  Chris 
Vowell,  Mr.  Prentice  Copeland, 
and  my  dear  friend  and  class- 
mate Denver  Brackeen.  I look 
with  pride  at  my  fellow  faculty 
rhembers,  staff,  board  members, 
alumni,  students  and  friends  of 
this  institution.  Also  that  special 
group  who  greets  me  each  morn- 
ing at  7 a.m.  with  an  energetic 


"good  morning  Miss  Wood". 

This  college  grew  from  the 
old  Newton  County  Agricultural 
high  school  in  1928.  The  first 
class  consisted  of  20  students. 
The  legislature  established  the 
Junior  College  system  in  the 
state  to  give  formal  education 
opportunities  for  the  masses  in 
our  state.  Mississippi  was  the 
first  state  to  establish  a system  of 
public  junior  colleges.  East  Cen- 
tral grew  from  two  teachers,  Mrs. 
Stella  Newsome,  who  taught 
English  and  History  and  Robert 
Marshall  who  taught  math  and 
science,  to  what  we  are  today. 


See  CONVOCATION,  pg.  4 


East  Central  Mourns  Loss  Of 
Jeff  Hitt,  WBL  Coordinator 


The 
sudden 
death  of 
31 -year- 
old  Jeff 
Hitt,  who 
was  about 
to  begin 
his  second 
year  as 
East  Cen- 

i cc  u...  tral  Com- 

Jeff  Hitt  munity 

College's  Work-Based  Learning 

Coordinator,  continues  to  be  on 

the  minds  of  his  colleagues  and 

many  friends. 

Hitt,  who  lived  in  Union, 
collapsed  near  his  home  while 
jogging  early  Thursday,  August 
1 4.  According  to  press  reports, 
he  was  revived  and  transported 
first  to  Laird  Hospital  in  Union 
and  later  to  Anderson  Hospital 
in  Meridian  where  he  died  the 


ng  day. 
;>(!  to  na 


appeared  to  have  been  sudden 
death  syndrome. 

Services  for  Hitt  were  held 
Monday,  August  15,  2003,  at 
Hickory  Baptist  Church  with  the 
Revs.  Rodney  Anderson,  Raul 
Swindle,  Ed  Dickerson,  Wayne 
Dickerson,  Paul  Oglesby  and 
Rick  Beason  officiating.  Jeremy 
Swindle  provided  special  music. 
Burial  was  in  Hudson  Chapel 
Church  of  God  Cemetery,  with 
Milling  Funeral  Home  in  charge 
of  arrangements. 

Hitt  had  completed  his  first 
year  on  the  ECCC  staff,  serving 
not  only  as  WBL  coordinator  at 
the  College's  Workforce  Devel- 
opment Center,  but  also  as  a 
recruiter  for  Student  Services. 


Roger  Whitlock,  WDC  direc- 
tor, said,  "It  will  be  impossible  to 
replace  a person  like  Jeff  Hitt." 

"You  can  fill  a job  vacancy," 
Whitlock  stated,  "but  you  cannot 
replace  someone  like  Jeff.  He 
enuinely  cared  about  the  people 
e came  in  contact  with,  he  paid 
attention  to  specific  needs  and 
requests,  and  then  answered 
those  needs  and  requests  with  his 
best  skills  and  talents.  He  was  a 
faithful,  dependable  contributor 
to  this  College  and  the  people  he 
served.  " 

As  the  College's  Work-Based 
Learning  Coordinator,  Hitt  was 
responsible  for  placing  and 
evaluating  vocational-techni- 
cal students  in  worksite  settings 
who  are  attempting  to  earn  a 
degree  or  upgrade  their  skills  and 
knowledge  base  to  qualify  for  a 
better  career  opportunity. 

"And  thanks  to  Jeff's  efforts, 
"Whitlock  continued,  "many 
students  are  now  experiencing 
successful  careers.  Jeff  was  a spe- 
cial, gifted  man  who  appreciated 
each  opportunity  to  have  a godly 
impact  in  his  service  of  others." 

When  he  was  not  helping  stu- 
dents achieve  their  career  goals, 
Hitt  was  recruiting  students  to 
attend  East  Central.  He  was 
mainly  responsible  for  recruiting 
students  from  Leake  County. 

Joe  Killens,  Vice  President 
for  Student  Services  who  coor- 
dinates the  College's  recruiting 
efforts,  said  he  has  also  lost  an 
"irreplaceable"  staff  member. 

"From  the  first  day  he  worked 
in  our  office  as  a summer 
recruiter  about  three  years  ago, 

I realized  that  he  was  someone 


that  we  needed  on  staff  full  time 
at  East  Central.  When  Jeff  was 
hired  by  Mr.  Whitlock,  he  con- 
tinued to  recruit  three  schools 
in  Leake  County.  Jeff  was  one  of 
those  individuals  that  would  go 
above  and  beyond  in  anything 
that  he  did.  He  cared  about 
all  students.  He  will  be  deeply 
missed  as  a co-worker  and 
friend.  Jeff's  life  is  an  example 
that  we  all  need  to  try  to  follow. 
Even  though  his  life  was  a short 
one,  there  is  no  doubt  that  he 
was  ready  to  meet  his  Lord,"  Kil- 
lens said. 

Hitt  was  also  active  in  numer- 
ous organizations.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Newton  County 
Ole  Miss  Alumni  Association  and 
the  ECCC  Alumni  Association. 

He  was  treasurer  of  the  ECCC 
Administration,  Faculty  and  Staff 
Association,  a member  of  the 
Mississippi  Faculty  Association 
for  Community  and  Junior  Col- 
leges, and  co-sponsor  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Christian  Athletes  at 
ECCC. 

He  served  as  an  associate 
minister  at  the  Union  Church 
of  God,  and  worked  with  the 
Union  Public  School  System 
and  the  Newton  County  Alterna- 
tive School  prior  to  joining  the 
ECCC  staff.  He  was  the  sports 
announcer  for  the  Newton 
County  Academy  Generals. 

As  an  associate  pastor  for 
the  Union  Church  of  Christ,  Hitt 
often  stood  in  for  the  Rev.  Raul 
Swindle,  who  was  one  of  the  offi- 
ciating ministers  at  Hitt's  funeral 
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If  it's  called  the  East  'Mall'  then  where  are  all  the  retail  stores? 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom-Tom  Editor 


Have  you  ever  wondered  why 
people  refer  to  the  mall  area  as 
the  "East  Mall?"  After  all,  there 
is  no  Dillards  or  JC  Pennys  in 
between  the  cafeteria  or  Business 
Office.  There  is  no  Sound  Shop 
or  Sears  located  next  to  Huff 
Auditorium.  So  why  then,  do 
they  call  it  a mall? 

A mall  by  definition  is  merely 
a large  open  place  in  which 
any  kind  of  public  gathering  or 
entertainment  can  take  place. 

The  most  famous  illustration  of 
this  definition  would  have  to 
be  the  National  Mall  located 
in  Washington  D.C.  There 


are  no  shops  there  other  than 
the  occasional  street  vender 
yet  thousands  of  people  have 
gathered  there  in  past  years. 

East  Central's  "mall"  is  exactly 
the  same  thing  only  on  a much 
smaller  and  less  grand  scale. 

According  to  Mr.  Ovid 
Vickers,  a retired  professor, 
the  mall  was  originally  the 
front  street  of  the  campus 
and  was  faced  by  the  Home 
Economics  Building,  Classroom- 
Administration  Building,  old 
Neshoba  Hall,  the  gymnasium, 
and  Jackson  Hall.  "Of  course  all 
of  those  buildings  are  now  gone 
except  for  the  gymnasium  and 
Jackson  Hall." 

The  street  also  served  as  a 
parking  lot  until  gates  were 


placed  at  the  east  and  west  ends. 
However,  when  parking  became 
such  a problem  at  East  Central, 
the  west  end  was  reopened  to 
vehicles  and  became  the  parking 
lot  located  behind  Cross  Hall. 
The  east  end  remained  closed  to 
become  the  mall. 

Dr.  Douglas  Montgomery  first 
bestowed  the  term  "mall"  on  the 
open  area  while  he  served  as  the 
President  of  the  College  from 
1962  until  1966.  His  successor, 
Dr.  Charles  V.  Wright,  ordered 
several  brick  benches  to  be 
built  in  the  mall  so  that  students 
would  have  somewhere  to  rest 
and  to  gather. 

Mr.  Vickers  believes  that  the 
mall  has  and  will  continue  to 
serve  its  purpose.  "It  is  really  the 


only  outside  place  the  college 
has  to  hold  an  outside  gathering 
and  for  that  reason  I think  it  is 
important." 

Over  the  years  many  events 
have  taken  place  out  on  the  mall. 
There  have  been  picnics,  band 
concerts,  bake  sales,  registration, 
orientation,  and  receptions. 

There  have  also  been  many  less 
formal  "gatherings."  The  mall  has 
been  the  birthplace  of  many  fond 
memories  of  times  of  laughter 
with  friends,  a hurried  exchange 
of  notes  or  books  on  the  way  to 
a class,  or  simply  a time  to  sit 
outside  and  enjoy  the  outdoors. 

However,  some  students 
believe  that  the  mall  can  be 
used  for  a better  purpose: 
parking.  According  to  Katie  Ford, 


sophomore,  the  mall  should 
be  used  to  benefit  the  majority 
of  students.  "I  think  that  it 
should  be  used  for  extra  parking 
because  there  is  not  that  many 
students  who  hang  out  there." 
Nevertheless,  Fora  is  not  against 
the  idea  of  the  mall  continuing 
in  its  current  function.  "They 
just  need  to  have  more  activities 
there  to  establish  it  as  the  'mall' 
area." 

Ty  Dowden,  freshman, 
believes  that  the  mall  could  use 
a few  improvements.  "It  needs  to 
be  more  inviting.  I think  that  it  is 
really  bland." 

If  you  agree  with  Dowden, 
then  you  are  in  luck  for  there 
are  several  improvements  in  the 
works  for  the  mall. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  asphalt 
will  be  removed  and  bricks 
put  down  in  its  place  adding 
to  the  "courtyard"  or  "mall" 
atmosphere.  Unfortunately, 
several  trees  will  also  be  cut 
down  due  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  dying. 

Mr.  Vickers  is  positive  about 
the  changes.  "I  think  that  it  will 
be  a long  time  in  the  coming, 
but  it  is  a part  of  the  long-term 
beautification  plans  for  the 
campus.  I think  it  will  be  a good 
thing." 

So  now  you  need  not  wonder 
about  the  mall...  you  need  only 
enjoy  it. 
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a bachelor  of  arts  degree  from 
the  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi, and  both  a master  of 
arts  and  an  educational  special- 
ist degree  from  Mississippi  State 
University. 

She  is  married  to  Dock  Boyd 
who  is  a funeral  director  at 
Barham  Funeral  Home  in  Merid- 
ian. 

Boykin  was 
previously 
employed  as 
office  clerk  at 
East  Central 
Mississippi 
Health  Care 
in  Sebastopol. 
She  is  also  a 
former  network 
control  techni- 
cian for  World  Com/SkyTel,  and 
earlier  served  as  a computer  spe- 
'cialist  at  Maxim  Manufacturing 
Corporation  in  Sebastopol.  She 
began  her  career  as  an  inven- 
tory clerk  at  Easom  Hardware  in 
Sebastopol. 

A graduate  of  Sebastopol 
High  School,  Boykin  received  a 
computer  technology  certificate 
from  the  Forest/Scott  County 
Vocational-Technical  Center  and 
earned  an  associate  degree  of 
applied  science  in  computer  pro- 
gramming at  ECCC. 

She  is  married  to  James 
Boykin  and  they  have  an  infant 
son,  Wesly. 

Lacole 

Brooks  of  San 
Marcos,  Texas, 
begins  her 
first  season  as 
assistant  coach 
for  the  Lady 
Warrior  bas- 
ketball team. 

Prior  to 
joining  the 
ECCC  staff,  Brooks  served  as 
executive  director  of  the  Boys 
and  Girls  Club  of  San  Marcos. 

She  is  also  a former  recruiting 
coordinator  and  top  assistant  for 
the  Women's  basketball  program 
at  Texas  State  University,  located 
in  San  Marcos. 

During  her  five-year  tenure  at 
TSU  (previously  known  as  South- 
west Texas  State  University),  she 
was  responsible  for  working 
with  perimeter  and  post  players; 
recruiting;  scheduling  games; 
and  serving  as  director  of  com- 
munity Service,  academic  moni- 
tor, and  promoting  and  market- 
ing liaison. 

Texas  State  advanced  to  the 
Southland  Conference  Tourna- 
ment durirtg  each  of  the  five 
years  Brooks  served  as  an  assis- 
tant coach.  The  team  she  helped 
build  won  the  2003  conference 
tournament  and  advanced  to  the 
NCAA  Tournament. 

At  TSU,  Brooks  recruited  and 
coached  1 0 All-Conference  play- 
ers, including  two  team  members 
who  earned  "Freshman  of  the 
Year"  and  "Player  of  the  Year" 
honors.  Her  second  recruit- 
ing class  at  TSU  was  ranked  in 
the  top  50  in  the  country.  As 
academic  monitor,  Brooks  was 
instrumental  in  improving  her 
players'  grade  point  averages, 
which  reached  3.0  when  she  left 
the  school  in  2002. 

Brooks  is  also  a former  head 
coach  at  Monterey  (Calif.)  Pen- 
insula Junior  College,  where  she 
served  for  one  season.  Prior  to 
coaching  the  Lady  Lobos,  she 
served  on  the  staffs  at  two  Pac-1 0 


schools  - Oregon  State  Univer- 
sity and  the  University  of  Califor- 
nia-Berkeley. 

She  also  has  experience 
coaching  on  the  high  school 
level,  having  served  as  head 
mentor  at  her  alma  mater,  Berke- 
ley High  School,  and  at  South 
Albany  High  School  in  Albany, 
Oregon. 

Brooks  holds  bachelor 
degrees  in  sociology  and  liberal 
studies  from  Oregon  State  Uni- 
versity. She  has  also  completed 
graduate  studies  in  recreation 
and  sports  administration  at  St. 
Mary's  College  in  Moraga,  Calif. 

Kelly  Cluff 
of  Hickory  is 
the  College's 
new  computer 
network  sup- 
port technol- 
ogy instructor. 

Cluff, 
a native  of 
Vietnam,  is 
co-owner  of 
ITG  Consulting  in  Meridian  and 
serves  as  account  executive  for 
Cross-Walk,  a Christian  newspa- 
per. He  is  also  a member  of  tne 
Marine  Corps  Reserves. 

He  is  a former  information 
technology  manager  for  Ideal 
Software  Systems  in  Meridian. 

He  also  has  experience  as  an 
analyst  programmer  III  for  the 
Department  of  Administration, 
Division  of  Administrative  Ser- 
vices, for  the  State  of  Alaska.  He 
previously  served  as  a microcom- 
puter network  technician  II  in  the,; 
Data  Processing  Department  for 
Alaska's  Department  of  Correc- 
tions. In  addition,  he  is  a former 
information  system  technician  II 
for  United  Parcel  Services 

Cluff  is  a member  of  Central 
United  Methodist  Church  in 
Meridian,  where  he  is  a Sunday 
school  teacher.  He  serves  as 
secretary/treasurer  of  the  Newton 
County  Elementary  School  PTO 
and  is  a member  of  the  Newton 
Rotary  Club. 

He  received  an  associate  in 
arts  degree  in  business  admin- 
istration from  ECCC,  and  holds 
an  associate  in  science  degree 
in  computer  office  administra- 
tion and  programming  from  the 
Alaska  Computer  Institute. 

He  is  married  to  Carla 
Jacome-Cluff  and  they  have  two 
daughters,  Emily  Jacome-Cluff 
and  Katherine  Jacome-Cluff. 

Scott  Hill 
of  Philadel- 
phia begins 
nis  first  season 
as  coach  of 
the  Lady  War- 
rior fast-pitch 
softball  team. 
He  also  serves 
as  director  of 
intramurals. 

Hill  previously  coached 
at  Philadelphia  High  School, 
where  he  led  the  baseball  and 
slow-pitch  softball  programs  for 
a combined  1 5 years.  None  of 
his  teams  experienced  a losing 
record. 

Philadelphia  advanced 
to  the  state  baseball  playoffs 
during  seven  of  Hill's  10  years 
at  the  helm,  compiling  an  over- 
all record  of  1 93  wins  and  98 
losses.  His  most  successful 
season  was  in  1999,  when  the 
Diamond  Tornadoes  finished  29- 
1 3 and  were  the  State  Class  2A 
runners-up. 
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The  Tom-  Tom  is  the  official  campus  newspaper  of  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur,  MS.  It  is  printed 
three  times  a semester  by  the  Office  of  Public  Information.  For  more  information  you  may  contact  the  Public  Infor- 
mation staff  at  P.O.  Box  129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Ph.  635*2111,  ext.  242.  or  toll  free  1-877-462-3222,  ext.  242. 

Accreditation 

East  Central  Community  College  is  accredited  by  the  Commission  on  Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  (1866  Southern  Lane,  Decatur.  Georgia  30033-4097:  Telephone  Number  404-679-4501)  to 
award  the  Associate  Degree. 


Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  docs  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex, 
age,  or  handicap.  The  college  is  in  compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  Title  IX  of  the  1972 
Educational  Amendments,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of  1973,  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  of 
1990.  and  the  Right  to  Know  Campus  Security  Act  of  1990. 

Staff  members  include  editor  Jenna  Talbert,  Courtncc  Graham,  Rachel  Harris.  Flame  Reese  and  Calvin  Miller. 
Sponsors  arc  Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 


Hill's  slow-pitch  softball 
teams  posted  an  overall  87-45 
mark  during  his  five-year  tenure, 
which  included  a state  champi- 
onship in  2000.  The  2000  squad 
ended  season  action  with  a 32- 
1 0 record. 

He  also- led  the  cross-country 
and  soccer  programs  at  Philadel- 
phia and  was  an  assistant  foot- 
ball coach.  In  addition,  he  served 
as  physical  education  and  social 
studies  instructor. 

Prior  to  joining  the  staff  at 
Philadelphia,  Hill  was  a teacher/ 
coach  in  the  Meridian  Public 
School  System. 

He  is  a graduate  of  Forest 
High  School,  ECCC  and  Missis- 
sippi State  University,  where  he 
received  bachelor  and  master's 
degrees  in  physical  education. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Melisa  Polk  of  Brandon  and  they 
have  two  sons,  Joel  and  Lee. 

Dr.  Chris 
Jenkins  of 
Meridian  is  the 
College's  new 
vocal  music 
instructor.  He 
will  also  direct 
the  concert 
choir. 

In  addition 
to  his  teach- 
ing duties,  Dr.  Jenkins  serves  as 
organist  and  choirmaster  at  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Mediator 
in  Meridian.  He  is  a former  choir 
director  and  organist  at  Christ 
Episcopal  Church  in  Mobile, 

Ala.,  and  previously  served  as 
organist  at  First  Baptist  Church 
in  New  Orleans.  In  addition,  he 
is  a former  minister  of  music  at 
Riverside  Baptist  Church  in  River 
Ridge,  La.,  and  earlier  served  as 
minister  of  music  and  youth  at 
First  Baptist  Church  in  Gautier. 

He  is  also  a former  minister  of 
music  and  youth  at  First  Baptist 
Church  in  Macon. 

Prior  to  joining  the  ECCC  fac- 
ulty, Dr.  Jenkins  served  as  music 
instructor  at  Meridian  Commu- 
nity College.  He  is  also  a former 
assistant  professor  of  music  at  the 
University  of  Mobile  in  Ala.,  and 
previously  served  as  adjunct  pro- 
fessor of  music  at  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary. 

His  teaching  experience  also 
includes  stints  at  Marion  Park 
Elementary  School  in  Meridian 
and  at  East  Rankin  Academy  in 
Pelahatchie. 

Dr.  Jenkins  is  past  president 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
Music  Conference,  and  previ- 
ously served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  Grand  Opera 
House  of  Mississippi  in  Meridian. 
He  was  a featured  performer  on 
the  St.  Paul's  of  Meridian  Cham- 
ber series. 

A graduate  of  Meridian  High 
School,  Dr.  Jenkins  received 
a bachelor's  degree  in  educa- 
tion from  Mississippi  College, 
a master  of  education  from  the 
University,  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi, and  both  the  master  of 
music  applied  organ  and  doctor 
of  musical  arts  music  education 
from  the  New  Orleans  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 

He  nas  a son,  Brady,  a high 
school  senior. 

Barry 
Mason  of 
Union  was 
recently 
selected  EMT- 
Paramedic 
instructor. 
Mason 

also  serves  as 
a paramedic 
with  Emergy- 
stat,  Inc.,  and  Neshoba  County 
Emergency  Medical  Services.  He 
previously  served  as  a radiology 


Mason 


Jenkins 


assistant  at  Lackey  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Forest.  He  has  more 
than  1 0 years  experience  in  the 
health-related  field. 

In  addition,  Mason  is  a former 
adjunct  instructor  for  ECCC  in 
the  EMT-Basic  program. 

A graduate  ofTylertown  High 
School,  Mason  attended  ECCC 
and  holds  the  associate  of  arts 
degree  from  Northwest  Missis- 
sippi Community  College  and 
the  associate  of  applied  science 
degree  in  paramedicine  from 
Jones  County  Junior  College. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Mellisa  Woods  of  Philadelphia. 
They  have  three  sons,  Matthew, 
Coay  and  Lee  Harrison,  and  a 
daughter,  Morgan. 

Ora  Mae 
McAdory  of 
Louisville 
begins  her 
first  year  as 
supervisor  for 
Jackson  Hall, 
a dormitory 
for  female  stu- 
dents. 

Prior  to 

joining  the  ECCC  staff,  McA- 
dory was  employed  as  dietary 
manager  at  the  Winston  Medical 
Center,  a position  she  had  held 
since  1 976.  She  also  has  experi- 
ence working  for  local  industries. 

McAdory  attended  Louisville 
High  School  and  received  certi- 
fication in  dietary  management 
from  the  Dietary  Managers  Asso- 
ciation of  Chicago,  Illinois,  and 
from  North  Dakota  University. 

She  was  married  to  the  late 
Charles  (Sam)  Davis  McAdory, 
and  they  had  three  sons,  Charles 
Davis  McAdory,  Jr.  of  Pontotoc, 
and  Paul  Davis  McAdory  and  Jim 
Davis  McAdory,  who  reside  in 
Louisville,  and  six  grandchildren. 

Kay 

McLeod  of 
Philadelphia 
was  recently 
selected  to  the 
new  position 
of  Dislocated 
Worker  Pro- 
gram Coor- 
dinator at 
the  College. 
She  will  also 
serve  as  program  coordinator  for 
Holmes  Community  College  and 
Meridian  Community  College. 

McLeod  has  more  than  20 
years  experience  in  the  field  of 
education.  She  most  recently 
served  as  a classroom  teacher 
for  the  Choctaw  Tribal  Schools 
in  Philadelphia.  She  is  also  a 
former  instructor  at  Leakesville 
Elementary  School,  Greene 
County  Schools  and  Mobile 
(Ala.)  County  Schools.  She  also 
served  Greene  County  Schools 
as  curriculum  coordinator  and 
migrant  teacher.  Her  experience 
also  includes  serving  as  adult 
basic  education  instructor  at 
Jones  County  Junior  College  in 
Ellisville. 

A graduate  of  Leakesville 
High  School,  McLeod  received 
an  associate  in  arts  degree  from 
Jones  County  Junior  College,  a 
bachelor  of  science  degree  in 
elementary  education  from  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi, and  a master  of  education 
degree  in  elementary  educa- 
tion and  a specialist  degree  in 
elementary  education,  both  from 
William  Carey  College.  She  also 
received  certification  in  educa- 
tional administration  from  Wil- 
liam Carey. 

McLeod  is  a member  of  New 
Zion  United  Pentecostal  Church, 
where  she  serves  as  Sunday 
school  teacher. 

She  is  married  to  Roger 
McLeod  and  they  have  two  chil- 
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dren,  Kelvin  McLeod  and  Djoni 
McLeod. 

Cynthia 
Odom  of  Col- 
linsville is  one 
of  two  new 
instructors  for 
the  College's 
Associate 
Degree  Nurs- 
ing program. 

Odom  also 
serves  as  a 
nurse/midwife 
at  Rush  Foundation  Hospital  in 
Meridian. 

She  has  extensive  OB/GYN 
experience  at  Rush  Hospital  and 
at  Wayne  General  Hospital  in 
Waynesboro,  accumulating  more 
than  1 2 years  of  service. 

She  also  has  teaching  experi- 
ence as  a clinical  instructor  for 
ECCC's  ADN  program. 

A graduate  of  Waynesboro 
Central  High  School,  Odom 
holds  a bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  nursing  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi 
and  has  a master  of  science 
degree  in  nursing  from  Case 
Western  Reserve  University  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  She  received 
a certificate  in  nurse-midwifery 
from  the  Frontier  School  of  Mid- 
wifery and  Family  Nursing  in 
Hyden,  Kentucky. 

Odom  is  a member  of  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Collinsville. 

She  is  married  to  Bobby 
Odom  and  they  have  six  daugh- 
ters, Kisha,  Celeste,  Katie,  Abbie, 
Maddie  and  Anna-Beth. 

Christy 

Saveli  of  Deca- 
tur also  joins 
the  ADN  fac- 
ulty. 

Saveli  pre- 
viously served 
as  a licensed 
practical  nurs- 
ing instructor 
at  Meridian 
Community  College.  She  was 
earlier  employed  at  health-care 
facilities  in  Jackson,  Meridian 
and  Union. 

She  is  a member  of  Sigma 
Theta  Tau  International,  Phi 
Kappa  Phi,  the  Mississippi 
Nurses  Association  and  Oakland 
Baptist  Church. 

Saveli  is  a graduate  of  Beulah 
Hubbard  Attendance  Center, 
Meridian  Community  College, 
where  she  received  an  associate 
in  arts  degree  in  nursing,  and 
the  Meridian  branch  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi, 
where  she  earned  a bachelor  of 
science  degree  in  nursing.  She 
is  currently  pursuing  a master's 
degree  in  nursing  from  USM. 

She  is  married  to  David 
Saveli,  an  ECCC  alumnus.  They 
have  a son,  Cody  McMahan,  and 
a daughter,  Sydni,  both  students 
at  Newton  County  Elementary 
School. 

After  serving  this  past  year  as 
interim  Special 
Populations 
Mathemat- 
ics instructor, 
Lynn  Selman 
of  Decatur 
was  selected 
to  officially  fill 
the  position. 

Selman  is 
a former  math 
instructor  at  Petal  High  School, 
where  she  served  as  a sponsor  of 
Mu  Alpha  Theta,  an  organization 
for  students  who  excel  in  math- 
ematics. 

A graduate  of  Columbia  Acad- 
emy, Selman  holds  bachelor  and 
master's  degrees  in  mathemat- 
ics from  William  Carey  College, 
where  she  served  three  years  as  a 
student  government  officer.  She 
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achieved  a 3.9  grade  point  aver- 
age on  the  undergraduate  level 
and  maintained  a 4.0  GPA  while 
earning  her  master's  degree.  She 
was  also  the  recipient  of  the  Phi 
Delta  Kappa  Outstanding  Student 
Teacher  Award  for  1 996. 

She  is  a member  of  the 
National  Council  ofTeachers  of 
Mathematics. 

She  is  married  to  Shaun 
Selman,  who  serves  as  minis- 
ter of  youth  and  education  at 
Clarke-Venable  Baptist  Church  in 
Decatur.  They  have  a daughter, 
Kiersten. 


M 


Stacy  Size- 
more returns 
to  the  War- 
rior staff  as 
an  assistant 
football  coach. 
He  serves  as 
special  teams 
coordinator, 
linebackers' 

Sizemore  coach  and 

strength  coach. 

Sizemore  previously  served  as 
defensive  coordinator,  personal 
fitness  instructor,  and  strength 
and  conditioning  coach  at  Amer- 
ican Heritage  School  in  Planta- 
tion, Florida. 

He  is  also  a former  assistant 
at  ECCC,  serving  as  wide  receiv- 
ers and  tight  ends  coach  during 
the  1995-96  College  term.  In 
addition,  he  is  a former  assis- 
tant at  Saint  Thomas  Aquinas 
High  School  in  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Florida,  and  previously  served 
on  the  football  coaching  staff  at 
Northeast  High  School  in  Oak- 
land Park,  Florida.  He  began 
his  coaching  career  as  a gradu- 
ate assistant  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Sizemore  is  a graduate  of 
Vicksburg  High  School,  Hinds 
Community  College  and  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi, 
where  he  received  a bachelor's 
degree  in  physical  education 
with  a minor  in  coaching  and 
administration. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Mareta  losia  of  Ft.  Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Santana,  Sloan  and  Sione. 

Bill  Wilson 
of  Decatur 
joins  the 
ECCC  voca- 
tional-techni- 
cal faculty  as 
heating  and 
air  condition- 
ing technology 
instructor. 

Wilson  Wilson  was 

previously  employed  as  a service 
technician  at  NAPA  Massey,  Inc. 
in  Decatur.  He  is  also  a former 
service  technician  at  Decatur 
Electric  Store. 

A graduate  of  Newton  County 
High  School,  Wilson  received 
associate  in  applied  science 
degrees  in  precision  machining 
technology  and  heating  and  air 
conditioning  technology,  both 
from  ECCC. 

Wilson  received  various 
honors  while  a student  at  ECCC, 
including  winning  first-place 
honors  in  the  major  appliance 
repair  at  the  Mississippi  Skills 
USA/VICA  (Vocational  Industrial 
Clubs  of  America)  contest,  and 
represented  the  College  at  the 
national  competition  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri.  Wilson  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  top  student  in 
his  heating  and  air  conditioning 
class. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Pamela  Kay  Germany  of  Union, 
who  is  also  an  ECCC  graduate. 
They  have  two  children,  Jordan 
and  Chase. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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Talented  But  Young  Warriors 
Will  Take  The  Field  In  2003 


2003  ECCC  Warrior  Football  Team 

Members  of  the  2003  East  Central  Community  College  Warrior  football  team  include  (first  row,  from  left)  corner  back  Leron  Yarbrough, 
Louisville;  defensive  lineman  Willie  Johnson,  Oconee  County,  Ca wide  receiver  Van  Wilson,  West  Lauderdale;  linebacker  Marcus  Cleveland, 
Morton;  strong  safety  Chunkgil  Page  and  wide  receiver  Titus  Ryan,  both  of  Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.;  quarterback  Terrell  Robinson,  Palatka,  Fla.; 
fullback  Clinton  Thomas,  Ripley;  free  safeties  Ken  Shields  and  Nick  Frazier,  both  of  Louisville;  quarterback  Rod  Allen,  Jim  Hill;  wide  receivers  Bobby 
Lindsey,  Newton  and  Derrick  Harris,  Union;  linebacker  Sed  Eichelberger,  Noxapater;  and  manager  Courtney  Smith,  Louisville;  (second  row,  from 
left)  manager  Telly  Carter,  Noxapater;  quarterback/wide  receiver  Mario  Thomas,  Forest;  fullback  Cedric  Cray,  Scott  Central;  defensive  end  J.  E. 
Haynes,  Noxapater;  cornerback  Patrick  Slay,  Seymour,  Tenn.;  fullback  Germaine  Smith  and  tailback  Darryl  Mapp,  both  of  Newton  County;  strong 
safety  Tony  Edison,  Collins;  tailback  Kenshay  Hunter,  Philadelphia;  cornerback  Derrell  Ashford,  Louisville;  strong  safety/running  back  Cedric 
Love,  Philadelphia;  linebackers  Justin  Ficklin,  Morton  and  Kelvin  Horne,  Northeast  Lauderdale;  kicker  Mitch  Myers,  McLaurin,  linebacker/kicker 
Jay  McMillin,  Winston  Academy;  linebacker  Terrance  Patrick,  Newton  County;  free  safety  Brian  McNair,  Florence;  and  manager  Joseph  Taylor, 
Louisville;  (third  row,  from  left)  manager  Maurice  Calhoun,  Jefferson  Davis,  Ala.;  cornerback  Tommy  Searight,  D'Iberville;  linebackers  Willie 
Hickmon,  Lake,  Lee  Fairchilds,  Morton  and  Kenny  Gladden,  Philadelphia;  defensive  tackle  Jimmy  Coleman,  Forest;  center  Rhyne  Thompson, 
Louisville;  offensive  guards  Dennis  Harris,  Morton  and  Michael  Wright,  Newton;  offensive  tackle  Chris  Allen,  Tuscaloosa  County,  Ala.;  defensive 
tackle  Derrick  Cleveland,  Newton  County;  offensive  tackle  James  Ozment,  Sumter  Academy,  Ala.;  offensive  guard  Rudy  Su'e,  Escambia,  Fla.;  center 
Reed  Myers,  Newton  County;  offensive  tackle  Davis  Carter,  Louisville;  offensive  guard  Josh  Curry  Tuscaloosa  Central,  Ala.;  and  wide  receiver  Chris 
Smith,  Ridgeland;  and  (fourth  row,  from  left)  punter  Chris  Huff,  Forest;  tight  end  Cameron  Tawater,  Philadelphia;  and  tight  end  Demetrius  Little 
and  defensive  tackle  Henry  Smith,  both  of  Aliceville,  Ala.;  defensive  ends  Justin  Payton,  Philadelphia  and  Mantrell  Ashford,  Louisville;  defensive 
tackle  Michael  Johnson  Newton  County;  defensive  end  Adam  Wright,  Winston  Academy;  defensive  tackle  Corey  Hayes,  Forest;  and  coaches 
Tommy  Clopton,  Stacy  Sizemore,  Tim  Coats,  Marcus  Holmes  and  Terry  Underwood  (head  coach);  and  Derrick  Jones,  Rush  Sports  Medicine. 


With  just  19  sophomores 
returning  from  last  season,  one 
would  expect  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  head  football 
coach  Terry  Underwood  to  be 
singing  the  blues.  But  such  is  not 
the  case. 

"We  have  a very  young  team 
this  year,"  Underwood  stated, 

" but  that  does  not  mean  we 
cannot  win.  We  have  a lot  of 
maturing  to  do  as  a team  and 
right  now  it's  a slow  process 
because  it  takes  a while  for  36 
freshmen  to  learn  a new  system." 

Underwood,  now  in  is  sixth 
ear  as  Warrior  head  coach,  said 
e is  confident  this  year's  group 
"will  compete  and  challenge 
for  a successful  season  like  we 
always  do."  He  added,  "What  we 
lack  in  inexperience,  we  hope  to 
make  up  with  talent." 

The  ECCC  head  mentor  said 
the  Warriors  have  been  work- 
ing "very  hard"  since  beginning 
preseason  drills  on  August  12, 
and  "are  responding  well  to  what 
we're  trying  to  do  to  improve  and 
mature  as  a team."  He  added, 
"This  is  really  a good  group  of 
men  and  a fun  group  to  work 
with." 

Underwood  sports  a 26-24 
overall  mark  at  East  Central, 
including  last  year's  3-6  record. 
The  Warriors  finished  third  in 
the  always-tough  South  Division 
with  a 3-3  mark,  and  missed 
qualifying  for  the  state  playoffs 
on  the  last  game  of  the  season 
- a 20-1 3 loss  to  Southwest  Mis- 
sissippi Community  College  on 
the  Summit  campus.  Highlights 
of  the  2002  season  included 
a 6-3  triple  overtime  win  over 
the  nationally  ranked  and  then 
unbeaten  Jones  County  Junior 
College  Bobcats,  and  a 23-20 
homecoming  victory  against 
perennial  power  Hinds  Commu- 
nity College. 

Underwood  said  he  is  count- 
ing on  his  sophomores  to  provide 
the  leadership  necessary  for  a 
winning  season  and  a berth  in 
the  state  playoffs. 


Top  offensive  returnees 
include  fullback  Germaine 
Smith  (5-9,  225),  a product  of 
Newton  County  High  School; 
tailback/wide  receiver  Titus 
Ryan  (6-2,  1 90)  from  Tuscaloosa 
(Ala.)  County;  guard  Rudy  Su'e 
(6',  305)  from  Escambia  High 
School  in  Pensacola,  Fla.;  tackle 
Davis  Carter  (6-3,  360)  of  Louis- 
ville; guard  Dennis  Harris  (5-1 1, 
270)  of  Morton;  center  Rhyne 
Thompson  (6-1,  300)  of  Morton; 
and  wide  receivers  Van  Wilson 
(6-1,  190)  of  West  Lauderdale 
and  Bobby  Lindsey  (6-1 ,1 75)  of 
Newton. 

At  the  top  of  the  list  of  fresh- 
men expected  to  make  an  impact 
on  offense  is  quarterback  Terrell 
Robinson  (6-2,  1 90)  of  Palatka, 
Fla. 

Underwood  said  Robinson 
brings  a "new  dimension"  to  the 
quarterback  position. 

"Terrell  runs  well  and  throws 
well.  We  have  not  had  a quarter- 
back of  his  caliber  in  quite  some 
time.  Although  he  is  extremely 
talented,  he  lacks  game  experi- 
ence. But  I really  think  he  will  do 
a great  job  for  us,"  Underwood 
said. 

Other  freshmen  expected  to 
see  plenty  of  action  on  offense 
are  fullback  Clinton  Thomas  (5- 
8,235)  of  Ripley,  and  tailbacks 
Kenshay  Hunter  (5-10,  180)  of 
Philadelphia  and  Darryl  Mapp 
(5-7,  1 90)  of  Newton  County. 

Underwood  said  top  return- 
ees on  defense  include  tackle 
Corey  Hayes  (5-1 1,  320)  of 
Forest,  end  J.  E.  Haynes  (6',  238) 
of  Noxapater,  linebacker  Marcus 
Cleveland  (6',  230)  of  Morton 
and  cornerback  Leron  Yarbor- 
ough (6',  1 70)  of  Louisville. 
Another  top  defender  is  transfer 
Willie  Johnson,  a 6-2,  290-pound 
defensive  lineman  from  Athens, 
Georgia.  Johnson  was  a member 
of  the  2001  national  champion- 
ship team  at  Georgia  Southern 
University. 

Underwood  noted  that  the 
Warrior  kicking  game  should  be 


much  improved  this  season. 

Freshmen  Chris  Huff  (5-1 1, 
200)  of  Forest  and  Mitch  Myers 
(5-8,  1 60)  of  McLaurin  will 
handle  punting  duties,  and  Myers 
and  freshman  Jay  McMillin  (5- 


11,  1 85)  of  Winston  Academy 
are  responsible  for  kickoffs,  field 
goals  and  extra  points. 

Members  of  Underwood's 
staff  are  Tim  Coats,  Stacy  Size- 
more, Tommy  Clopton,  DeMar- 


cus  Holmes  and  Fred  Lyons. 

The  Warriors  begin  season 
action  September  4 at  Holmes 
Community  College.  Kickoff  is 
set  for  7 p.m.  on  the  Goodman 
campus.  All  Warrior  football 


games  may  be  heard  on  WZKR- 
FM  (103.3)  in  Meridian  featuring 
veteran  sports  announcer  Mike 
Goodwin  and  game  analyst  Gil- 
bert Barham. 


2003  Soccer  Warriors 

Members  of  the  2003  soccer  team  are,  seated  from  left,  defender  Ryan  Stewart,  Meridian;  defender  Jason 
Downward,  Florence;  midfielder/forward  Cyrus  Doe,  Monrovia,  Liberia;  sweeper  Ted  Thompson,  Meridian; 
forward  Jonathan  Holland,  Philadelphia;  and  midfielder  Jose  Castillo,  Morton;  kneeling  from  left,  forward 
John  Theobald  and  midfielder  Beau  Theobald,  both  of  Vicksburg;  midfielder  Luis  Araya,  Forest;  midfielder/ 
forward  Andy  Smith,  Philadelphia;  defender  Mark  Walker,  Decatur;  and  defender  Cortez  Washington, 
Jackson;  and  standing  from  left,  Kenneth  Thompson,  head  coach;  keeper  Brent  Clark,  Florence;  midfielder 
Joe  Theobald,  Vicksburg;  keeper  Ragan  Denham,  Meridian;  and  Roy  Pete,  assistant  coach. 


2003  Warrior  Soccer  Schedule 


September 

Wed.,  3 

West  AL 

Home 

5 p.m. 

Sat.,  6 

Itawamba 

Away 

1 p.m. 

Mon.,  8 

MS  Delta 

Away 

1 p.m. 

Wed.,  10 

Hinds 

Home 

5 p.m. 

Sat.,  13 

Meridian 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Tues.,  16 

Pearl  River 

Away 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  20 

Co-Lin 

Home 

1 1 a.m. 

Wed.,  24 

Gulf  Coast 

Away 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  27 

Meridian 

Home 

1 1 a.m. 

Tues.,  30 

Jones 

Away 

2 p.m. 

October 

Fri„  3 

Alumni  Game 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Sat.,  4 

East  MS  (HC) 

Home 

10  a.m. 

Wed.,  8 

Jones 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Fri.,  10 

Wallace  St. 

Meridian 

4 p.m. 

Tues.,  14 

Pearl  River 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Fri.,  17 

Co-Lin 

Away 

1 :30  p.m. 

Wed.,  22 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  25 

State  Semi-Finals 

TBA 

Sun.,  26 

State  Finals 

TBA 

November 

Sat.,  1 

Region  23  Semi-Finals 

TBA 

Sun.,  2 

Region  23  Finals 

TBA 

September  22 

BLOOD 

DRIVE 

by 

United  Blood  Services 

8 a.m.  to 
3:30  p.m. 

Blood  Mobile 
will  be  in  the 
East  Mall 


ECCC  Soccer  Warriors  Looking 
To  Repeat  Successes  of  2002 


With  just  three  returnees 
from  last  year's  squad,  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  soccer 
coach  Kenneth  Thompson  said 
repeating  the  success  of  the  2002 
Soccer  Warriors  will  be  a chal- 
lenge. However,  he  feels  confi- 
dent that  this  year's  squad-  albeit 
an  inexperienced  group  - has  the 
talent  to  be  successful. 

"One  of  our  goals  is  to  con- 
tinue to  improve  on  the  previous 
year's  mark.  Last  year  was  our 
first  winning  season  (9-6-3),  so 
we  want  to  continue  that  trend 
and  move  further.  We  have  had 
a winning  record  in  division  play 
the  last  two  years  (including  last 
year's  5-3-2  mark),  so  we  want 
to  continue  that  trend  also.  We 
have  also  had  the  leading  scorer 
(Seltue  Karweaye)  in  the  South 
Division  the  last  two  years,  so 
that  would  have  to  be  a personal 
oal  for  some  of  our  players  to 
eep  that  tradition  going.  I also 
want  to  see  this  group  reach 
academic  honors  as  a team  on 
a national  level.  I am  striving  to 
have  all-around  athletes  on  our 
soccer  team,"  Thompson  said. 

Karweaye,  recognized  as 
ECCC's  all-time  leading  scorer, 
received  honorable  mention  All- 
American  and  All-State  honors 
following  the  2002  campaign 
and  was  selected  the  best  offen- 
sive player  in  the  South  Divi- 
sion after  leading  the  division 
in  scoring  with  40  points.  He 
also  placed  third  in  scoring  in 
the  MACJC  and  finished  eigh- 
teenth nationally.  During  his  two 
years  at  East  Central,  Karweaye, 
a native  of  Monrovia,  Liberia, 
South  Africa,  tallied  56  points,  24 
goals  and  had  eight  assists.  He  is 
continuing  his  soccer  career  at 
the  University  of  South  Carolina 
at  Aiken. 

Thompson  said  sophomore 
forward  John  Theobald,  a prod- 
uct of  St.  Aloysius  High  School 
in  Vicksburg,  is  expected  to  suc- 


ceed Karweaye  as  the  team's  top 
scorer. 

"John  had  a better  freshman 
campaign  than  Seltue  did  and 
Seltue  finished  as  the  leading 
scoring  in  school  history.  John 
placed  fourth  in  the  South  Divi- 
sion in  scoring  with  eight  goals 
and  two  assists  for  a total  of 
1 8 points.  John  should  be  one 
of  the  top  players  in  the  entire 
league.  His  twin  brother  Beau 
(midfielder)  also  could  make 
some  real  'noise'  this  year  in  the 
league,"  Thompson  stated. 

Other  sophomores  are 
midfielder/forward  Cyrus  Doe  of 
Monrovia,  Liberia,  and  defender 
Mark  Walker  of  Newton  County. 
Freshmen  and  their  respective 
high  schools  are  keepers  Brent 
Clark  of  Florence  and  Ragan 
Denham  of  Northeast  Lauder- 
dale; defenders  Ryan  Stewart  of 
Northeast  Lauderdale  and  Jason 
Downard  of  Florence;  sweeper 
Ted  Thompson  of  Clarkdale;  for- 
wards Jonathan  Holland  of  Phila- 
delphia; midfielders  Jose  Castillo 
of  Raleigh,  Luis  Araya  of  Forest 
and  Joe  Theobald  of  St.  Aloysius; 
defender  Cortez  Washington  of 
Jackson  Lanier;  and  midfielder/ 
forward  Andy  Smith  of  Neshoba 
Central. 

In  evaluating  the  2003  Soccer 
Warriors,  who  began  season 
action  by  falling  1 -0  to  visiting 
Holmes  Community  College  on 
August  27,  Thompson  said  their 
"work  ethic"  is  what  he  likes  best 
about  the  team. 

"This  group  works  hard  every 
day  at  practice.  They  get  the 
job  done  in  a very  business-like 
manner.  That  is  all  I can  ask  of 
them,"  he  said. 

Thompson  said  this  year's 
schedule  features  10  home 
games  and  nine  matchups  on 
the  road.  He  would  obviously 
like  to  play  more  matches  at 
home,  especially  considering 
recent  successes  on  the  Decatur 


campus. 

"One  thing  that  I learned 
from  last  season  is  that  I need  to 
schedule  as  many  home  matches 
as  possible.  We  nave  done 
extremely  well  at  home  over  the 
past  two  years.  We  have  not  lost 
in  a long  time  on  our  field,  but 
we  have  had  all  sorts  of  trouble 
on  the  road.  We  are  going  to 
make  a few  adjustments  to  see  if 
we  can  improve  our  schedule," 
Thompson  said. 

Thompson  said  a big  reason 
for  the  Soccer  Warriors'  success 
at  home  is  the  fan  support.  He 
obviously  hopes  that  support 
for  his  program  will  continue  to 
grow. 

"I  really  want  to  see  the  stu- 
dent body  come  and  support 
our  team.  I backed  up  the  start 
times  on  all  matches  just  so  our 
students  would  have  a better 
chance  to  come  to  see  us  play," 
he  noted. 

And  what  kind  of  soccer  team 
will  spectators  see  at  East  Cen- 
tral? 

"Truthfully,  fans  will  see  a 
group  of  players  that  will  play 
their  hearts  out.  Our  fans  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  the  efforts  of 
these  guys,"  Thompson  stated. 

Thompson  said  fans  of  ECCC 
soccer  will  not  only  get  to  see 
this  year's  team  perform,  but 
will  also  have  an  opportunity  to 
watch  former  Soccer  Warriors 
compete. 

Tne  first  annual  ECCC  Alumni 
Soccer  Match  will  be  held  at  4 
p.m.  Friday,  October  3,  during 
Homecoming  weekend.  Thomp- 
son encourages  former  Soccer 
Warrior  to  participate  in  the 
event,  and  to  attend  Homecom- 
ing activities  on  October  4.  For 
more  information  contact  Coach 
Kenneth  Thompson  at  ECCC, 
1-877-462-3222,  ext. 

370.  His  email  address  is 
kthompson  @eccc  .edu 


2003  Warrior  Football  Schedule 


Thurs.,  Sept.  4 

Holmes 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Sept.  1 1 

Northeast 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Sept.  18 

Pearl  River 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 

Sat..,  Sept.  27 

Gulf  Coast 

Away 

2 p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  4 

Co-Lin  (HC) 

Home 

2:30  p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  1 1 

Jones 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  1 8 

Hinds 

Away 

2 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Oct.  23 

Northwest 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 

Thurs.,  Oct.  30 

Southwest 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 

The  Tom-Tom 
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EC  Cheerleaders 
Receive  Awards 

Members  of  the  East 
Central  Community  Col- 
lege Warrior  Cheerleading 
Squad  received  various 
honors  during  a Universal 
Cheerleading  Association 
Camp  held  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Alabama.  The 
group  participated  in 
the  junior  college  divi- 
sion where  they  received 
third  place  honors  in  the 
"cheer"  category,  fourth 
place  in  "fight  song" 
and  received  superior 
honors  in  all  "cheer"  and 
"sideline"  evaluations. 

Squad  members  include 
(kneeling  from  left)  Coty 

Stokes  of  Nanih  Waiya,  Audra  Myers  of  Louisville,  Brandi  Durant  of  Neshoba  Central,  Ashley  Buckman 
of  Heidelberg  Academy,  Erin  Yelverton  of  Newton  County  High  School  and  Zach  Thames  of  Newton; 
(second  row,  from  left)  Colby  Clark  of  Nanih  Waiya,  Courtney  Hollingsworth  of  Scott  Central,  Lacey 
Brantley  of  Carthage,  Renee  Thompson  of  East  Rankin  Academy,  Jennifer  Kersh  of  Enterprise  and  Heath 
Dye  of  Morton;  and  back  row,  from  left)  Todd  Body  of  Forest,  justin  McDill  of  Sebastopol,  Matt  Brown  of 
Neshoba  Central  and  Blake  Jernigan  of  Nanih  Waiya.  Carrie  Underwood  serves  as  sponsor. 


CONVOCATION  (Continued  from  page  1 ) 


In  the  beginning  there  was 
Newton  County,  Neshoba  was 
added  in  1929,  Scott  in  1930, 
Leake  in  1931  and  Winston  in 
1 934.  Seven  presidents  have 
served  the  leadership  roles  for 
this  college.  I have  been  associ- 
ated with  six  of  these  men.  Dr. 
Todd  came  in  1 934  and  was  the 
president  when  I was  a student  in 
the  early  50's,  and  I have  worked 
for  Mr.  Vincent,  Dr.  Montgomery, 
Dr.  Wright,  Dr.  Smith  and  Dr. 
Sutphin. 

What  would  these  five  coun- 
ties be  without  East  Central? 

In  its  long  history  through  the 
depression  years  many  sacrifices 
were  made  by  students  and  par- 
ents. In  1934,  it  cost  $13.61  per 
month,  which  includes  room, 
board  and  tuition.  To  attend 
East  Central  for  nine  months  in 
1 939  - 40  --it  cost  $1 5.22  per 
month,  and  $27.66  per  month 
in  1 949  - 50  when  I became  a 
student  at  the  college.  There 
were  many  students  who  could 
not  meet  that  expense.  Dr.  Todd, 
the  second  president,  made  sure 
all  who  wanted  an  education 
could  attend.  Most  of  the  work 
on  campus  was  done  by  students 
from  milking  the  cows  at  4 a.m. 
or  firing  the  ooiler  at  an  early 
hour.  There  were  parents  who 
canned  foods,  brought  pota- 
toes and  syrup  in  exchange  for 
tuition. 

Most  of  the  college  landmarks 
are  gone,  only  Founders  Gym 
and  Jackson  Hall  remain,  and 
they  have  been  altered.  In  the 
early  years  from  Jackson  Hall  to 
old  Neshoba,  all  buildings  were 
connected  with  a covered  walk 
way  - no  need  for  raincoats. 

The  Tucker  Vocational-Tech- 
nical building  is  now  situated 
where  the  football  field  was 
located  in  years  past.  The  base- 
ball field  is  where  present  (Scott) 
hall  is  today.  Where  the  football 
field  is  today  was  a big  barn,  cos- 
metology is  where  the  chicken 
house  was,  and  the  physical 
education  building  is  where  the 
dairy  barn  was  located. 

What  I want  to  speak  about 
are  the  people  and  this  college. 
As  I have  mentioned  I knew  all 
the  presidents  except  Mr.  Pugh 
the  first  president. 

I think  most  would  agree  that 
Dr.  L.O.  Todd  was  the  "light  on 
the  hill".  He  knew  every  student 
by  name  and  their  parents.  He 
worked  with  the  farmers  and  day 
laborers  to  send  their  children 
to  East  Central.  It  is  said  that  he 
visited  the  local  towns  in  our 
area  on  Saturday  afternoon  when 
these  people  came  to  town,  Dr. 
Todd  made  his  way  shaking 
hands  and  letting  people  know 
that  East  Central  was  here  for 
their  sons  and  daughters.  These 
people  wanted  a better  I ife  for 
their  children  and  East  Central 
met  that  challenge.  Dr.  Todd  was 
a learned  man  and  was  called  on 
to  speak  on  educational  matters 
throughout  this  country. 

Mr.  Vincent  was  the  president 
who  hired  me.  He  was  here 
when  I was  a student.  I heard 
there  was  a need  for  a physical 
education  teacher.  I wrote  him  a 
letter  and  he  wrote  me  back  tell- 
ing me  when  school  would  begin 
- no  interview  process  - just  bring 
your  clothes  and  some  personal 
items  and  your  apartment  will  be 
furnished.  He  didn't  tell  me  it 
would  be  furnished  with  a man. 
He  forgot  to  tell  the  BSU  director 
that  I was  coming  - "no  prob- 
lem," Mr.  Vincent  just  moved 
him  over  to  the  guest  room  in  the 
president's  home. 

Mr.  Vincent  didn't  tell  me  I 
would  be  living  on  the  second 
floor  in  a boy's  dormitory.  Scott 
hall  was  located  where  the  vol- 
leyball court  is  today.  Miss 
Harris  and  I had  apartments  on 
the  second  floor  and  Frank  and 
Nellie  Cross  and  Mrs.  Newsome 
on  first  floor.  Boys  lived  across 
the  hall  from  me  and  we  shared 


the  steps  - at  times,  they  ran 
fast  going  and  coming  from  the 
showers. 

I want  to  talk  about  some 
teachers  who  laid  the  foundation 
for  this  college.  Mrs.  Sullivan 
was  here  when  I was  a student 
and  retired  the  year  before  I 
returned  as  an  instructor.  Mrs. 
Sullivan  was  one  of  the  giants 
in  forming  this  College.  Mrs. 
Sullivan  had  a ring  of  keys  as 
big  as  my  fist  - the  only  teacher 
I ever  knew  who  had  her  own 
classroom  with  a lock  and  one  of 
those  keys  fit  that  lock.  At  every 
assembly  she  had  a live  arrange- 
ment on  the  stage  - and  we  had 
assembly  once  a week.  She  was 
the  champion  to  the  students 
who  came  from  small  rural  high 
schools.  What  I learned  from 
Mrs.  Sullivan  has  influenced  me 
all  my  life.  From  Mrs.  Sullivan 
we  learned  - respect,  manners, 
and  the  appreciation  of  beauty. 

Mrs.  Newsome  was  a roman- 
tic with  a sense  of  humor  and 
whit  - she  taught  literature  and 
was  interested  in  the  arts.  One 
day  we  were  having  a faculty 
meeting  and  someone  was  giving 
a long  boring  talk  - Mrs.  New- 
some  wrote  on  a piece  of  paper 
and  handed  it  back  for  all  to  read 

- We  wiggled  in  and  we  wiggled 
out  - and  after  we  had  wiggled 
in  and  wiggled  out  we  were  still 
in  doubt  as  to  whether  we  had 
wiggled  in  or  wiggled  out.  Mrs. 
Newsome  could  teach  lit  - no 
notes  and  she  kept  us  spellbound 

- but  she  did  like  to  tell  stories  or 
tales  - today  our  students  evalu- 
ate the  faculty  and  some  of  mine 
say  - she  tells  too  many  stories 

- she  gets  off  the  subject,  but  I 
remember  Mrs.  Newsome  telling 
stories  and  if  she  could  I can  too. 
Let  me  share  a story  Mrs.  New- 
some  told  about  53  years  ago- 

The  teacher  wrote  the  mother 
a note  that  Ida  needed  to  prac- 
tice some  better  hygiene  - just  a 
little  freshen  up  each  morning 

- the  Mother  wrote  back- 
Dear  teacher,  Learn  her,  don't 
smell  her;  she  isn't  no  rose. 

Another  mother  had  written 
Mrs.  Newsome  a note  telling  her 
that  she  didn't  want  her  daugh- 
ter to  know  about  her  innards. 

Frank  Cross  made  his  mark  on 
the  college  - those  who  passed 
his  chemistry  classes  went  on  to 
excel  in  their  courses  of  study. 

Frank  Leatherwood  - biol- 
ogy teacher.  Mr.  Leatherwood 
collected  specimens  of  plant, 
animal  and  rock  formations  in 
this  area.  The  biology  lab  was 
filled  with  these  specimens. 

Mr.  Leatherwood's  favorite 
quote  was  "you  can't  hit  a star 
aiming  at  a stump." 

Miss  Ethel  Burton,  the  librar- 
ian. Miss  Burton  went  about  her 
business  of  building  a library 

- everything  neatly  arranged, 
quiet  and  condusive  to  learning. 
Miss  Burton  learned  to  drive  in 
her  early  60's  and  one  year  came 
back  in  a little  Ford  car.  Miss 
Burton  lived  to  celebrate  her 

1 00th  birthday.  A group  from 
East  Central  attended  her  1 00th 
birthday  celebration.  And  at  the 
age  of  1 03  she  passed  away.  Ann 
and  Roger  Burkes  and  I attended 
her  funeral. 

Miss  Una  Harris  was  an 
English  literature  instructor  and 
founder  and  sponsor  of  The  Tom- 
Tom. The  Tom-Tom  was  pub- 
lished every  two  weeks.  Articles 
were  professionally  written  and 
on  time.  It  was  a newspaper 

- for  years;  one  of  the  greatest 
honors  on  campus  was  to  be 
editor  of  The  Tom-Tom.  Dr.  Joe 
Todd,  M.D.,  spoke  at  homecom- 
ing a few  years  back  and  stated 
that  the  two  best  teachers  in  his 
whole  educational  career  were 
here  at  East  Central  - Una  Harris 
and  Arno  Vincent. 

General  Pat  Wilson  - former 
coach  and  dean  of  men.  Cap- 
tain Pat  Wilson,  at  that  time,  led 
our  National  Guard  unit  into  the 


Second  World  War.  From  what 
I have  heard  he  was  one  of  the 
most  loved  and  respected  people 
ever  associated  with  this  College. 

Back  to  Mr.  Vincent  for  just 
a moment  - Mr.  Vincent's  phi- 
losophy of  education  was  the 
teacher  is  more  important  than 
the  equipment.  He  said  "A  good 
teacher  can  teach  more  sitting 
on  the  end  of  a log  than  a poor 
teacher  with  all  the  equipment  in 
the  world."  That  has  changed  a 
little  today,  Mr.  Vincent.  With  all 
the  technology,  the  teacher  is  still 
the  most  important  instrument 
in  the  classroom.  Mr.  Vincent 
believed  if  all  students  made  A's, 
not  much  learning  was  taking 
place  - and  he  placed  the  name 
of  the  classes  where  there  were 
too  many  A's  on  the  board  during 
faculty  meetings. 

Other  long  time  faculty  and 
administrators  who  had  a impact 
on  this  college  were:  Lynn  Dale 
Fergurson,  Registrar,  R.C.  Rob- 
erts, Academic  Dean.  They  came 
just  after  the  Second  World  War 
ended  and  helped  set  the  col- 
lege in  motion  for  the  post  war 
era.  Enrollment  increased  and  of 
course  courses  of  study,  changed 
as  well. 

R.G.  Fick,  Ovid  Vickers,  Jessie 
Everett,  Charles  Pennington, 

Mrs.  Jackson,  Erma  Lee  Barber, 
Marion  Thornton,  Denver  Brack- 
een,  first  Dean  of  Students  in 
the  junior  colleges,  Dr.  Brad 
Tucker,  longest  term  as  Academic 
Dean  - served  under  four  presi- 
dents, Dr.  Shelby  Harris,  Frank 
Rives,  Tom  Thrash,  Ann  Burkes, 
Rudolph  Mayes,  Joe  Clark,  O.  L. 
Newell,  John  Adcock,  Dr.  Rich- 
ard Ethridge  and  Raymond  and 
Lois  McMullan  and  others  - all 
these  people  retired  from  here 

- some  spent  their  entire  teach- 
ing career  at  East  Central;  and  I 
must  add  they  did  not  work  by 
the  clock.  Several  of  these,  their 
only  teaching  experience  was  at 
East  Central,  all  came  young  and 
stayed  and  contributed  until  their 
retirement. 

Our  college  went  through 
some  non-productive  years  - our 
enrollment  was  down,  there  were 
empty  rooms  in  the  dormitories  - 
there  was  talk  of  combining  East 
Central  with  some  other  colleges. 
The  Chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  Henry  B.  Hudspeth 
was  instrumental  in  bringing  Dr. 
Eddie  Smith,  an  alumnus  from 
Noxapater,  to  be  our  6th  presi- 
dent. And  all  areas  of  the  college 
were  improved  - there  was  a new 
spirit  - "And  we  all  learned  to 
work."  He  was  a hands-on  presi- 
dent and  that  is  what  we  needed 
to  become  what  we  are  today. 
Today,  the  tradition  continues 
under  Dr.  Phil  Sutphin. 

After  a while,  traditions  die 
-but  for  years  we  had  May  Day 

- the  biggest  event  on  campus. 

It  was  held  where  the  science 
building  is  now  located.  May 
Day  activities  ended  in  1973. 

Sophomores  clipped  the 
freshman  boys'  heads  when  they 
entered  the  campus. 

A big  drum  was  in  front  of 
Winston  Hall  and  the  clippers 
were  ready. 

For  most  boys  this  was  their 
first  real  association  with  East 
Central. 

Then,  on  a cold  frosty  morn- 
ing the  freshman  were  greeted 
with  "Freshman  Day":  The  girls 
had  big  sisters  who  dressed  them 
for  the  day.  Some  were  tacky 
but  most  were  cute  with  big  rib- 
bons in  their  hair,  with  freckles 
painted  on  their  face  and  some 
teeth  blackened.  Most  had  an 
onion  around  their  neck  - they 
had  to  sit  on  the  floor  to  eat  with- 
out forks,  knives  or  spoons.  For 
most  freshmen  and  sophomores, 
it  was  a fun  day  and  the  teachers 
postponed  test,  - when  school 
was  out  they  paraded  down 
town  - then  back  to  the  dorms 
for  showers,  a good  night's  meal, 
then  a dance.  My  fresnman 


HITT  (Continued  from  page  1) 


service.  Rev.  Swindle  made  the 
following  comments  about  Hitt 
in  another  publication: 

"Jeff  was  an  extremely  fine 
young  man,  one  of  the  most 
nonest  people  I've  ever  known. 
He  was  also  very  talented  and  a 
very  godly  man.  He  was  as  fine 
a person  as  you  would  ever  want 
to  be  around.  I think  you  could 
tell  he  had  made  an  impact  in 
many  lives  by  the  fact  tnere  were 
overflow  crowds  at  both  the  visi- 
tation at  Milling  (Funeral  Home 
in  Union)  and  at  the  funeral  ser- 
vice at  Hickory  Baptist  Church." 

Whitlock  added  that  there 
were  three  things  central  to  Hitt's 
life,  and  one  did  not  have  to 
know  him  very  long  to  realize 
what  mattered  most:  his  wife,  the 
former  Linda  Henley  of  Hickory; 
their  three-year-old  daughter,  Gil- 
lian; and  his  God. 

"He  loved  his  wife  and 
daughter  because  God  had  given 
them  to  him,  and  he  treated  them 


like  blessings  from  God." 

Between  the  time  Hitt  col- 
lapsed and  the  time  he  died,  he 
was  on  life  support  at  the  hospi- 
tal. "I  told  someone  that  during 
Jeff's  battle,  there  was  no  more 
worthy  candidate  for  a miracle, 
nor  had  anyone  demonstrated  in 
their  life  more  readiness  for  eter- 
nity," Whitlock  stated.  "And  in 
true  Jeff  Hitt  fashion,  he  was  an 
organ  donor,  so  even  in  death,  he 
gave  a quantity  of  other  people  a 
new  chance  at  life." 

Hitt  was  a graduate  of  Union 
High  School,  ECCC  (Class  of 
1991),  the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  received  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  public 
administration,  and  Mississippi 
State  University,  where  he  earned 
a master's  degree  in  counselor 
education. 

In  addition  to  his  wife  and 
daughter,  other  survivors  include 
his  parents,  Bobby  and  Geraldine 
Hitt,  his  sister,  Alethia  Gail  Hitt 


yearbook  shows  Denver  Brack- 
een  and  Blanch  Wiggins  leading 
the  parade.  Denver  nas  his  pants 
on  backwards. 

We  had  a Sadie  Hawkins 
dance  - all  the  students  meet 
on  the  front  campus  - the  girls 
chased  the  boys  and  if  caught 
that  was  your  date  for  the  dance. 

The  freshman  boys  had  to 
beat  the  big  drum  all  night  before 
the  Scooba  football  game  - one 
year  our  boys  were  not  good 
scouts  and  Scooba  stole  our 
drum  - but  in  return  they  were 
not  good  scouts  because  we 
painted  ECJC  on  their  water  tank. 

We  had  religious  emphasis 
week  - usually  one  year  spon- 
sored by  the  BSU  and  the  Baptist 
church;  the  next  year  Wesley  and 
the  Methodist  church  was  the 
sponsor. 

Through  the  years,  there  have 
been  many  dress  and  hairstyles  - 
skirts  and  sweaters  with  saddle 
oxfords  and  Bobbiesocks,  little 
ballerina  shoes,  Elvis  hair  styles, 
Veronica  Lake  - long  hair  with 
one  eye  covered,  bee  hive  hair, 
crew  cuts,  flat  tops,  penny  loaf- 
ers, and  bell  bottoms; 

The  hippy  years  - long  hair, 
army  surplus  clothes  and  no  bras; 
mini  skirts,  long  side  burns,  can- 
can petticoats  - couldn't  sit  in  a 
desk;  hot  pants,  granny  skirts. 

Rain  coats  had  to  be  worn 
over  shorts  to  attend  physical 
education  class  and  even  go  to 
the  tennis  courts. 

Today  - all  our  students  do 
not  follow  the  same  styles  - most 
are  well  groomed  - the  boy's  hair 
is  styled  and  cut  - for  boys  and 
girls  blue  jeans  are  the  style  for 
class  - many  of  the  others  I can't 
describe  in  the  English  language 
what  they  have  on  for  class  dress. 

Today  we  point  with  pride 
to  the  accomplishments  of  our 
students  - Generals  in  the  Army, 
(two  played  on  the  1939  State 
Championship  football  team,  one 
on  the  1 953  State  championship 
Basketball  team),  Captains  and 
Admirals  in  the  Navy  and  other 
high  ranking  officers  in  the  mili- 
tary, Doctors  of  medicine,  with 
specialists  in  a number  of  areas. 

Those  with  Doctors  in  Phar- 
macy - Chemistry  - Dentistry 
- Education  , those  in  agriculture 
and  the  list  goes  on: 

Lawyers,  Presidents  of  col- 
leges, Deans  of  colleges,  Divi- 
sion chairs  of  colleges,  Engineers 
Bank  presidents,  Authors  of 
books, Teachers,  Mayors,  Elected 
state  officials,  1 U.S.  Represen- 
tive  - Arthur  Winstead  from  Phil- 
adelphia, 2 Olympic  coaches, 

MS  sports  hall  of  fame  members, - 
All-Americans, MS  association  of 
coach's  hall  of  fame,  National 
sports  hall  of  fame,  4 who's  name 
is  in  the  National  Junior  College 
Athletic  Association  Record  Book 
Participated  in  a National  Junior 
College  Association  All-Star 
Games,  Senior  College  and  pro- 
fessional coaches,  Senior  College 
Athletic  Hall  of  Fame,  Profes- 
sional athletes. 

East  Central  has  left  her  mark 
with  the  elite  in  our  state  and 
nation. 

But  what  about  the  masses  of 
our  students?  I was  in  Louisville 
one  Saturday  morning  and  a 
young  man  came  in  the  place  of 
business  where  I was . He  had 
on  muddy  boots  and  he  made 
the  typical  statement  - Hey  Miss 
Wood  do  you  remember  me?  I 
did  remember  him  - a formal 
education  was  not  his  choice 
at  the  time  - He  said  excuse 
my  dress  because  I volunteer 
to  help  my  community  water 
department  on  Saturdays  and 
we  have  a busted  pipe,  I have 
come  for  replacement  parts  - he 
is  employed  by  Taylor  Machine 
Works. 

Talk  about  making  a contri- 
bution - there  are  thousands  of 
men  and  women  like  him  - good 
citizens,  live  in  well  kept  homes, 
go  to  work  each  day,  vote,  work 


for  better  schools,  civic  minded, 
send  their  children  to  East  Cen- 
tral and  take  pride  in  the  fact  that 
they  attended  East  Central. 

When  I read  about  a former 
student,  even  in  death  - was  it 
mentioned  he/she  attended  East 
Central?  This  always  catches  my 
eye  and  my  impression  of  them. 

Our  college  today  is  training 
those  to  go  into  the  vocational- 
technical  fields  and  this  is  the 
charge  that  has  been  given  to  the 
community  colleges. 

There  is  a coming  together 
of  all  areas  of  the  college.  One 
job  is  no  more  important  than 
the  other.  We  work  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  college  - "With  you 
in  mind."  I see  this  happening 
more  and  more  each  year. 

Dear  Alma  Mater  I Sing  Your 

Praise  - 

You  have  fed  me,  clothed  me 
and  housed  me  most  of  my  adult 
life  - provided  me  with  work 
opportunities  that  I have  enjoyed, 
ana  friends  and  associates  over  a 
half  century. 

You  provided  educational 
opportunities  for  every  member 
of  my  family  - 5 of  us,  and  many 
other  families  - to  name  a few 

- the  5 Herington  brothers  from 
Louisville  ana  they  all  played 
football.  The  5 Baucum  broth- 
ers from  Newton  and  they  all 
were  associated  with  athletics 

- 5 Graham  boys  from  Decatur 
and  their  first  names  all  started 
with  a J.  The  5 Shoemaker  boys 
from  Decatur  and  their  first 
names  all  started  with  a D.  To 
my  knowledge  the  Hardy  family 
from  Neshoba  County  holds  the 
record  for  the  most  from  a single 
family  to  attend,  8. 

Alma  Mater  you  opened  the 
door  to  good  music  for  me  - Mrs. 
Madden  directed  the  choir  - 1 
had  never  heard  choral  music 
like  that.  I attended  a small  rural 
church  and  a choir  was  put 
together  for  revivals  but  nothing 
like  East  Central's  Choir. 

At  an  assembly  Margoria 
Woodruff  and  Betty  Ruth  Taylor 
from  Louisville  were  the  pro- 
gram and  they  had  just  gradu- 
ated from  the  Julliard  School  of 
Music.  Margoria  sang  songs  in  a 
foreign  language  ana  her  voice 
penetrated  every  part  of  that  old 
auditorium.  For  months,  you 
would  hear  students  singing 
parts  of  her  songs.  Dear  Alma 
Mater  may  this  college  continue 
the  fine  tradition  of  the  spring 
musicals,  and  other  endeavors 

- enlarge  and  expand.  We  feed 
our  souls  with  music,  we  are  the 
music  we  listen  to.  At  one  time 
the  old  Greeks  turned  all  their 
attention  to  body  building  - and 
they  didn't  like  the  results.  They 
said  we  do  not  want  a nation 

of  body  builders  - how  do  we 
temper  their  souls  - the  answer 
was  choral  music  - and  we  see 
this  today  that  a greater  empha- 
sis on  choral  music  in  many  of 
our  elementary  and  second- 
ary schools  - may  East  Central 
continue  to  sing  and  expose  our 
students  to  good  music  and  let  a 
large  part  be  choral  music. 

Wnere  Newsom  Hall  is  today 

- at  one  time  was  a dirt  tennis 
court  - I knew  nothing  about 
tennis.  Never  seen  a tennis 
racket,  but  I ordered  one  from 
the  Sears  Roebuck  catalogue. 

Mr.  Leatherwood  taught  us  some 
tennis  skills  and  we  played  in 
some  matches.  I wish  I knew 
how  many  students  I have  taught 
how  to  play  tennis  - most  of  my 
tennis  teams  were  made  up  of 
those  who  had  never  played. 

My  Alma  Mater  also  let  me 
play  basketball  on  a team  - no 
scholarship  - I played  because  I 
wanted  to. 

Our  athletic  teams  through 
the  years  have  known  both  the 
thrill  of  victory  and  the  agony  of 
defeat.  Our  students  have  been 
All-State,  All-Region  and  All- 
Americans,  Academic  All-Ameri- 
cans. Our  teams  have  been  state 


and  his  maternal  grandmother, 
Eunice  Dickerson,  all  of  Union; 
his  paternal  grandmother,  Effie 
Mae  Mitchum  of  Cumming, 

GA;  and  his  mother-in-law,  Faye 
Chesney  Henley  of  Hickory. 

He  was  preceded  in  death  by 
his  sister,  Kathy  Lynn  Hitt. 

Pallbearers  were  Clay  Bar- 
nett, Billy  McCune,  Dale  Rat- 
tilo,  Roger  Whitlock,  Ronald  B. 
Westbrook,  Scotty  Russell,  Chris 
Clark  and  Britt  Harris.  Honorary 
pallbearers  were  members  of  the 
ECCC  Alumni  Association  and 
the  Newton  County  Ole  Miss 
Alumni  Association. 


"He  loved  his 
wife  and  daughter 
because  God  had 
given  them  to  him, 
and  he  treated  them 
like  blessings  from 
God." 


champions  in  football,  men's  and 
women's  basketball,  baseball, 
All-Region  7 in  basketball,  All- 
Region  23  in  girls  basketball,  and 
golf,  individual  state  champion  in 
track,  golf  and  tennis,  and  played 
in  4 bowl  games  in  football. 

When  I was  a student  here, 
Keith  Slothower  was  the  drama 
director  and  they  performed  the 
"Barretts  of  Whimpole  Street", 
"Antigone",  "Harvey"  and  "A 
Midsummer  Nights  Dream." 

This  was  my  first  experience 
and  exposure  to  some  of  the 
finer  things  in  life.  Through  the 
years  our  students  have  had 
these  opportunities  through  very 
capable  drama  teachers.  May 
this  continue. 

When  I was  a student,  many 
of  my  fellow  classmates  were 
called  to  serve  in  the  Korean 
Conflict.  Four  of  the  starters  on 
our  men's  basketball  team  were 
called  up  in  the  middle  of  the 
season. 

General  Pat  Wilson  led  our 
National  Guard  unit  into  the 
Second  World  War  and  they 
served  in  the  European  theater 
of  operations.  Several  of  our 
Alumni  Memorial  awards  are  in 
memory  of  those  killed  in  the 
Second  World  War. 

The  Viet  Nam  Conflict 
brought  heartache  to  our  campus 
because  of  the  two  young  EC 
men  killed  in  that  war. 

Our  students  and  former  stu- 
dents participated  in  Operation 
Desert  Storm  and  the  present 
war. 

This  college  will  continue 
to  grow  - physically  there  are 
immediate  needs  in  several 
areas.  Mr.  Vincent  that  log 
needs  to  be  longer  in  the  science 
department  - the  Wall  O'  Sound 
has  outgrown  itself  - there  are 
other  pressing  needs  - our  library 
must  be  enlarged  and  should 
be  the  main  focal  point  for  all 
students  regardless  of  where  the 
classes  are  taught.  The  beautifi- 
cation projects  should  continue 

- in  years  to  come,  the  1 00th 
anniversary  this  campus  will  be 
filled  with  trees. 

To  our  administration  - we 
are  known  as  a college  with  high 
academic  standards  - may  this 
continue  in  the  future  - employ 
excellent  teachers  - who  teach  - 
Jessie  Stuart  said  "teachers  teach, 
students  study-  if  students  are  not 
studying  no  teaching  is  taking 
place."  Teachers  who  take  pride 
in  their  profession  - who  see  the 
student  as  a total  person  - that 
learning  is  not  necessarily  fun-  it 
should  be  a pleasant  experience 
and  sometimes  it  is  tough  - chal- 
lenge - challenge  the  student 
-To  the  administration  make  sure 
these  dedicated  teachers  receive 
the  praise  and  support  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  most  impor- 
tant task  on  campus  - classroom 
teaching 

In  years  to  come,  I sense  a 
special  pride  in  every  aspect  of 
the  college.  Every  class,  extra 
curricular  activity  - no  part  of  the 
college  left  behind  - making  sure 
every  student  can  participate 

- every  student  in  an  activity  and 
an  activity  for  every  student. 

I want  that  pride  I feel  when 
seated  in  Warrior  Stadium  and 
in  the  distance  to  the  south  I 
hear  the  sound  of  drums  and  the 
sound  comes  closer  and  closer 
and  through  the  gates  come  "The 
Wall  of  Sound"  OUR  band  - as 
they  pass  in  front  of  the  crowd 
walking  tall  and  well  disciplined, 
one  can  see  by  the  expressions 
on  their  faces  they  are  proud  to 
be  part  of  that  organization.  I 
want  that  for  all  classes  and 
groups  on  the  campus. 

HAPPY  75TH  ANNIVERSARY 
YEAR  AND  MAY  GOD  CON- 
TINUE TO  BLESS  THIS  COL- 
LEGE. 
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Ready  To  Begin  A New  Life 


Members  of  the  2003  GED  Graduating  Class  include  (first  row,  from  left)  Kathyn  Barnes,  Carthage; 
Amanda  Betk,  Union;  Alfonso  Brimlett,  Decatur;  Ashley  Clark,  Union;  lames  Creel,  Pulaski;  Patricia  Day, 
Philadelphia;  Crystal  Frazier,  Conehatta;  and  Eddie  Lee  Epting,  Morton;  (second  row,  from  left)  Brian  Hall, 
Newton;  Katherine  Harrell,  Louisville;  Sarah  Hickox  and  JJ.  Graham,  both  of  Decatur;  Cathy  Hall,  Forest; 
and  Lois  tones,  Morton;  (third  row,  from  left)  Stephanie  Longmire,  Decatur;  Bettina  Lovell,  Walnut  Grove; 
Regina  McMurry,  Carthage;  Mary  Merritt,  Decatur;  Valerie  Nowell,  Philadelphia;  and  Clarissa  Parker, 
Union:  (fourth  row,  from  left)  Giles  Perry,  Louisville;  Nicole  Odom,  Forest;  Jamie  Pope,  Philadelphia;  Eliza- 
beth Prewitt,  Louisville;  Bobbie  Nell  Sanders,  Forest;  and  Alisha  Steve  and  Elizabeth  Storey,  both  of  Phila- 
delphia; and  (fifth  row,  from  left)  Brandy  Swindle,  Noxapater;  Amanda  Tolbert,  Louisville;  Frances  Watkins, 
Conehatta;  Gloria  Wylie,  Louisville;  Alisha  Lewis,  Forest;  and  Nita  Thompson,  Pelahatchie. 

ECCC's  GED  Graduates  Ready  To 
'Take  Off'  And  Begin  'New  Lives' 


Nicole  Odom  of  Forest  said 
there  were  times  in  high  school 
when  she  could  no  longer  cope 
with  peer  pressure.  Her  grades 
began  to  fail  and  she  found  her- 
self in  an  impossible  situation. 
Realizing  that  she  would  be  clas- 
sified as  a freshman  at  the  age  of 
1 7,  she  was  ready  to  quit  school. 

Life  seemed  hopeless  for 
Odom,  until  her  grandmother 
(Rose  Mary  Montgomery)  told 
her  about  the  GED  (General  Edu- 
cation Development)  Program 
offered  by  East  Central  Commu- 
nity College  in  Decatur. 

Odom  enrolled  in  the  pro- 
gram in  August  2002,  and 
through  "a  lot  of  hard  work"  she 
successfully  completed  require- 
ments for  her  high  school  equiva- 
lency diploma  in  January.  She 
officially  received  her  diploma  at 
ECCC's  annual  GED  Graduation 
Ceremony  held  in  June. 

Odom,  now  1 8,  was  among 
four  graduates  from  the  31  mem- 
bers of  the  Class  of  2003  who 
provided  testimonials  during  the 
commencement  exercises. 

She  told  the  packed  crowd  in 
Huff  Auditorium  that  completing 
the  GED  is  a major  accomplish- 
ment in  her  life. 

"I  now  have  a good  job  and  I 
feel  better  about  myself  because 
I did  not  give  up.  I finished  what 
I started.  I want  to  thank  EC  for 
providing  a program  like  this 
for  us.  I also  want  to  thank  my 
family,  especially  my  mother 
(Charlene  Odom)  and  my  grand- 
parents (Charlie  and  Rose  Mary 
Montgomery)  for  their  encour- 
agement and  support,"  Odom 
stated. 

She  also  praised  her  teach- 
ers, Carmel  Carlisle  and  Modine 
Cross. 

"Ms.  Carlisle  was  always 
there  to  encourage  me  ana  keep 
me  going  until  got  my  GED.  Ms. 
Cross  was  always  there  to  help 
us  with  those  difficult  math  prob- 
lems in  algebra  and  geometry," 
she  said. 

Odom  further  commented 
that  she  and  her  GED  classmates 
are  now  ready  to  "take  off"  to 
new  heights.  She  compared  the 
accomplishment  to  the  experi- 
ences of  her  late  grandfather, 
Clyde  Odom  of  Oklahoma  City, 
who  was  an  airline  pilot. 

"My  grandfather  told  me  that 
a pilot  has  to  know  everything 
about  an  airplane  before  taking 
off,  and  that  it  takes  many  hours 
of  work  to  prepare  for  that  take 
off.  We-  as  GED  graduates  - now 
have  the  knowledge  it  takes  to 
take  off  for  a new  life  and  land 
successfully,"  she  said. 

Odom  also  spoke  of  her  other 
grandfather,  Charlie  Montgomery 
of  Forest,  who  attended  the  cer- 
emony. Montgomery,  now  retired 
from  the  Air  Force,  was  with  Air 
Rescue  and  was  a member  of  the 
launch  site  recovery  force  for  the 
Apollo  7 through  14  missions  at 
Cape  Kennedy  Air  Force  Station 
in  Cape  Kennedy,  Florida.  Odom 


said  her  grandfather  stressed  the 
importance  rescuers  placed  on 
planning  their  strategy  in  retriev- 
ing the  astronauts  in  case  of  a 
failed  mission.  She  compared  the 
situation  to  earning  the  GED. 

"We  as  students  need  to  plan 
our  strategy  for  success  just  as 
carefully  because  it  will  deter- 
mine what  happens  to  our  goals, 
our  life  and  our  future.  Getting  a 
GED  required  a clearly  defined 
strategy  and  a disciplined  life 
style.  My  goal  now  is  to  attend 
EC  in  the  fall.  Although  at  times 
there  may  be  obstacles  in  col- 
lege, I'm  reminded  of  a gradu- 
ation speech  made  by  one  of 
the  greatest  leaders  of  England 
during  World-War  II.  Winstom 
Churchill  basically  told  his 
classmates  to  never  give  in,  and 
never,  never,  never,  never  quit." 
she  said. 

Odom  concluded  her  remarks 
by  stating,  "It  is  now  time  for  us, 
the  Class  of  2003,  to  make  a new 
beginning  in  life.  Tonight  we 
take  off . . ." 

Also  providing  testimonials 
were  J.  J.  Graham  of  Decatur, 
Frances  Watkins  of  Conehatta 
and  Gloria  Wylie  of  Louisville. 

Graham,  1 7,  completed 
requirements  for  the  GED  last 
fall.  She  is  currently  attending 
classes  at  ECCC,  majoring  in  pre- 
physical therapy.  She  said  earn- 
ing the  GED  "helped  me  realize 
that  I could  achieve  anything  I 
worked  for." 

She  continued,  "I  want  to 
especially  thank  God  for  show- 
ing me  that  I could  achieve  one 
of  my  goals.  I want  to  thank  my 
family  and  friends  for  believ- 
ing in  me  and  pushing  me  to 
do  my  best.  I would  also  like 
to  give  a special  thanks  to  Mr. 

(Ea)  McGowan  for  helping  me, 
motivating  me,  keeping  me  want- 
ing to  learn  more  and  especially 
keeping  me  wanting  to  come  to 
class.  Mr.  McGowan  always  had 
a way  of  making  my  day  better." 

During  her  remarks,  Watkins, 
57,  said  earning  the  GED  "was 
well  worth  the  time  and  effort 
that  it  took  to  reach  this  mile- 
stone in  my  life." 

Watkins,  who  dropped  out  of 
high  school  more  than  30  years 
ago,  said  she  "never  lost  hope" 
of  fulfilling  her  dream  of  getting 
an  education. 

She  continued,  "This  dream 
has  really  come  alive.  I thank 
God  for  the  love  and  determi- 
nation that  he  has  given  me.  I 
would  like  to  thank  Mrs.  (Lorene) 
Graham,  Mr.  (Ed)  McGowan  and 
Mr.  (Bryan)  Burt  for  their  support, 
guidance  and  love.  I also  want 
to  thank  my  family,  friends  and 
church  members  who  also  stood 
beside  me.  Remember,  the  race 
is  not  given  to  the  swiftest,  but  to 
the  one  who  endures  to  the  end." 

Wylie,  a 52-year-old  cosme- 
tologist, dropped  out  of  high 
school  35  years  ago  to  get  mar- 
ried. 

"You  are  probably  wonder- 


ing why  someone  with  a good- 
paying job  would  go  through 
such  an  ordeal  (as  earning  the 
GED).  When  I dropped  out  of 
high  school,  I did  not  think  that 
education  was  that  important. 

But  education  is  important,  and 
that's  the  reason  I went  back  to 
school  to  get  my  GED.  There  has 
always  been  a void  in  my  life 
because  I did  not  have  a high 
school  education,  but  I never  had 
the  motivation  to  get  it  until  Janu- 
ary of  this  year.  As  I mentioned 
earlier,  I'm  a cosmetologist.  I 
got  the  idea  that  I wanted  to 
get  my  license  in  another  state. 
Well,  I needed  a GED  certificate 
or  diploma  to  get  a license  in 
another  state.  That  was -my  moti- 
vation," she  remarked. 

Watkins  said  she  received  a 
lot  of  help  while  studying  for  the 
GED  test,  especially  from  her 
customers. 

"While  I was  doing  their  hair, 
we  would  be  solving  algebra 
problems,  working  on  fractions, 
or  whatever.  My  goal  was  to 
complete  the  GED  in  one  month, 
and  customers  and  friends  kept 
telling  me  I could  do  it  and  I 
did,"  she  said. 

She  concluded  her  remarks 
urging  those  who  do  not  have  a 
high  school  diploma  to  get  their 
GED. 

"The  GED  Program  can  open 
doors  that  otherwise  could  not 
be  open.  You  cannot  change  your 
past  but  you  can  change  your 
future.  It  does  not  matter  how  old 
you  are.  I am  a grandmother.  So 
there  are  no  excuses,"  she  stated. 

Jimmy  Dempsey,  chief  GED 
examiner  and  retired  ECCC 
vo-tech  counselor,  was  guest 
speaker. 

He  congratulated  the  gradu- 
ates and  briefly  discussed  three 
topics  each  graduate  likely  faces 
in  life:  adversity,  opportunity  and 
success. 

"You've  overcome  adver- 
sity and  taken  advantage  of  an 
opportunity  to  better  yourselves 
through  education.  You  achieved 
the  goal  you  set,  and  that  is  to 
receive  your  GED.  You  are  now 
enjoying  a degree  of  success  but 
let's  keep  going.  Set  your  goal  a 
little  higher.  And  remember  that 
enthusiasm  is  the  most  important 
ingredient  to  success.  You've 
been  enthusiastic  or  you  would 
not  have  been  here  tonight.  I'm 
also  enthusiastic  about  your 
accomplishment,  and  wish  you 
the  best  of  luck  as  you  continue 
your  education,"  Dempsey 
said. 

For  more  information  regard- 
ing the  College's  Adult  Basic 
Eaucation/GED  Program,  contact 
the  Office  of  Adult  and  Con- 
tinuing Education,  East  Central 
Community  College,  P.  O.  Box 
129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-2111  or  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222.  The  email  address  is 
mdavisC#eccc.edu. 


Attend  PTK  movie  night  Tues.,  Sept.  1 6 


bv  JENNA  TALBERT 
TneTom  Tom  Editor 


For  students  who  would  like  to 
sed  a movie  but  don't  have  time 
or  money  to  go  to  Meridian  or 
bother  with  rentals,  attend  Phi 
Theta  Kappa's  "Movie  Night." 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  the 
Student  Body  Association  are 
joining  together  to  bring  ECCC 
students  "Movie  Night,  on 
September  16  at  7 p.m.  in  Room 
60  of  Newton  Hall.  The  feature 
will  be  "The  Nutty  Professor"  and 
there  is  no  charge  for  admission. 


Every  student  is  encouraged 
to  come  and  enjoy  a few  good 
laughs.  After  all,  it  is  a proven 
fact  that  laughter  is  the  best 
medicine  for  any  ailment-even 
the  homework  blues. 


Wall  O'  Sound  band  to  provide 
somethjng  old,  something  new, 
something  gospel,  something  cool 


"Forget  the  expensive  salons 
and  the  icky  oil,"  said  Tom 
Carson,  ECCC  Director  of  Bands. 
"There's  a new  tanning  craze  in 
town.  Spend  a few  hours  of  the 
hottest  time  of  the  day  on  the 
band  practice  field!" 

Upon  reporting  for  the  fall 
band  season  on  August  1 1 , the 
2003  edition  of  the  Wall  O' 
Sound  Marching  Band  spend  five 
days,  all  day,  preparing  for  the 
September  18  season-opening 
halftime  show. 

As  the  temperatures  stayed 
in  the  mid-90s,  the  band  spent 
time  outside  on  drill  work  and 


the  much-enjoyed  inside  music 
rehearsals. 

When  asked  why  a student 
would  endure  such  brutal  pun- 
ishment working  in  the  blazing 
sun  trying  to  perfect  a marching 
show,  sophomore  band  member 
Joseph  Bozeman  said,  "Mr. 
Carson  works  us  hard,  but  makes 
it  a lot  of  fun,  so,  basically,  he 
tricks  us  into  thinking  we  are 
supposed  to  enjoy  this  stuff.  Plus, 
just  being  in  the  Wall  O'  Sound 
is  a great  honor,  and  the  scholar- 
ship sure  helps!" 

When  asked  about  this  year's 
show  Carson  said,  "We  are  going 


for  a fast-paced,  fund  show,  and 
our  theme,  if  you  can  call  it  a 
theme,  is  'something  old,  some- 
thing new,  something  gospel  and 
something  cool.'  Of  course,  I will 
have  to  have  some  fun,  non- 
musical surprises  for  the  crowd, 
so  watch  closely!" 

Carson  also  said  that  this 
ear's  freshman  class  is  of  the 
ighest  caliber  and  is  a great 
addition  to  the  seasoned  band 
veterans  that  have  returned  to 
the  program.  He  also  said  his 
22nd  year  at  ECCC  looks  to  be 
his  best! 


ECCC  Band  Council 

Members  of  the  Wall  O'  Sound  Band  Council  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of 
Newton  County,  Centralette  captain;  Hope  lolly  of  Forest,  assistant  drum  major;  Dian  Walters  of  Philadel- 
phia, head  drum  major;  Jennifer  Carson  of  Newton  County,  flute  section  leader;  and  Heather  Cheesman  of 
Hillcrest  Christian  in  Jackson,  trumpet  section  leader;  (second  row,  from  left)  Shelby  Anderson  of  Raleigh, 
drum  captain;  Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville,  mellophone  section  leader;  and  Kristal  Burton  of  Newton 
County,  clarinet  section  leader;  third  row,  from  left)  David  Walters  of  Philadlephia,  trombone  section 
leader;  William  Cherry  of  Philadelphia,  tuba  section  leader;  and  Damein  Wash  of  Newton  County,  member- 
at-large;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Kiel  May  of  Vicksburg,  member-at-large;  Ryan  Loper  of  Newton  County; 
baritone  section  leader;  and  Josh  Murphy  of  Southeast  Lauderdale,  alto  saxophone  section  leader. 


Collegians  ready  to  rock! 


Over  60  students  students 
participated  in  Collegians  audi- 
tions the  second  week  of  the 
semester,  said  Tom  Carson,  direc- 
tor and  guitarist. 

Those  selected  included  some 
veteran  performers  as  well  as  the 
introduction  of  new  talent 
When  asked  what's  in  store 
for  this  year's  edition,  Carson 
said,  "You  will  have  to  come  to 
the  November  1 7 campus  con- 
cert and  find  out  for  yourself,  but 
be  prepared  to  hear  everything 
from  KISS  to  the  newest  hits  with 
a few  surprises  thrown  in." 


Vocalists  for  2003-04  include 
Jennifer  Carson  and  Damein 
Wash  both  of  Newton  County; 
Cassidy  Crenshaw  of  Neshoba 
Central,  April  Ellis  of  Edinburg, 
Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville, 
Natalie  Tanksley  of  Sebastopol 
and  Niki  Torrence  of  Morton. 

Members  of  the  rhythm 
section  include  guitarist  Chris 
Moody  of  Nanih  Waiya,  bassist 
Grant  Morris  of  Neshoba  Cen- 
tral, drummer  Johnny  Jones  of 
Newton  and  keyboardist  Kristina 
Harrison  of  Union. 

Wind  section  members  are 


trombonist  David  Walters  and 
saxophonist  LizTullos,  both  of 
Philadlephia;  and  trumpeters 
Daniel  Herring  of  Morton  and 
Steven  Irby  of  Southeast  Lauder- 
dale. 

Rounding  out  the  band  are 
the  technicians  which  include 
Bryon  Whitley  of  Philadelphia, 
Joseph  Bozeman  of  Neshoba 
Central,  Ryan  Loper  and  Jona- 
than Walker,  both  of  Newton 
County;  Jeremy  Hamm  of  Union 
and  Jason  Wallace  of  Louisville. 


Centralettes 


Providing  entertainment  during  halftime  activities  of  East  Central  Community  College  football  games  are 
the  Centralettes,  the  dance  line  for  the  Warrior  Wall  O'  Sound  Marching  Band.  Members  include  (seated 
from  left)  Kristin  Hedrick,  Newton  County  High  School;  Shea  Moncrief,  Newton;  Heather  Palmer,  Union; 
Mary  Lois  Thomas  (captain),  Newton  County;  Rachael  Carter,  Winston  Academy;  Kery  McDill,  Newton 
County;  and  Jessica  Creekmore,  Nanih  Waiya;  and  (standing  from  left)  Niki  Torrence,  Morton;  Danielle 
Pugh,  Newton  County;  Dana  Buckley,  Union;  Morgan  Richards,  Newton  County  Academy;  Shelly  Fer- 
guson, Newton  County;  Jess  Davis,  Winston  Academy;  and  Liz  Kirk,  Nanih  Waiya.  Lori  Muse  serves  as 
coordinator/choreographer. 


Walters,  Jolly  serving  as  drum  majors  for  2003 


Walters 


Dian 

Walters  of 
Phila- 
delphia 
is  serv- 
ing her 
first  year 
as  head 
drum 
major 
after 

previously 
serving  as 


assistant  drum  major. 
Walters  is  a graduate  of 


Philadelphia  High  School  where 
she  earned  All-Superior  ratings 
as  drum  major  for  the  Tornado 
Band. 

She  has  also  received  honors 
as  a clarinetist,  having  been 
chosen  for  the  Mississippi  Lions 
All-State  Band  in  2001 . 

Walters  is  the  daughter  of 
Lola  Walters  of  Philadelphia. 

Hope  Jolly  is  serving  her  first 
year  as  assistant  drum  major. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Forest 
High  School  where  she  served  as 
drum  major  of  the  Bearcat  Band 


her  senior 
year  and 
was  rated 
All- 

Superior 
during 
the  state 
march- 
ing band 
contest. 

She 
is  the 
daughter  of 

W.L.  and  Tena  Jolly  of  Forest. 
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Attending  East  Central  Community  College  has  become  even 
more  affordable  for  sophomore  Jennifer  Carson  (third  from  left),  who 
recently  received  a $ 1,000  scholarship  from  the  Coca-Cola  Scholars 
Foundation.  Pictured  with  the  scholarship  recipient  are  ECCC  officials 
(from  left)  Joe  Killens,  vice  president  for  student  services  and  Dr.  Phil 
/\.  Sutphin,  president,  and  Jennifer's  parents,  Tom  and  Brenda  Carson, 
who  are  also  employed  at  ECCC.  Tom  is  director  of  bands  and  Brenda 
serves  as  director  of  financial  aid.  (EC  Photo) 


Carson  receives  Coca-Cola  Scholarship 


Jennifer  Carson,  a sophomore 
at  East  Central  Community 
College  in  Decatur,  has  been 
awarded  a $1,000  scholarship 
from  the  Coca-Cola  Scholars 
Foundation. 

Carson,  a music  education 
major  at  East  Central,  is  a 
member  of  the  Wall  O'  Sound 
Marching  Band,  Collegians, 
concert  choir,  Warrior  Corps, 

Mu  Alpha  Theta,  Students  in 
Education  Association  and 
Phi  Theta  Kappa.  Her  parents 
are  Tom  and  Brenda  Carson 
ofDecatur. 

Through  the  Coca-Cola 
Two-Year  Colleges  Scholarship 
Program,  the  Foundation  awards 
a total  of  400  scholarships 
annually  to  students  attending 
higher  education  institutions 
granting  two-year  degrees. 

One  scholar  from  each  state 
receives  a $2,000  scholarship 
through  the  New  Century 
Scholar  Program  of  the  American 
Association  of  Community 
Colleges  and  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  two-year  college  honorary 
organization.  An  additional 
350  students  receive  a $1 ,000 
scholarship. 

All  scholarship  recipients 
demonstrate  academic  success 
and  perform  1 00  hours  of 
community  service  within  the 
past  months. 

Carson,  a President's  List 
scholar  with  a perfect  4.0  grade 
point  average,  has  spent  the  past 
four  summers  as  a counselor 
for  a children's  camp  sponsored 
byClarke-VenableBaptistChurchi 
nDecatur.  She  is  also  involved  in 
various  community  activities. 

"TheCoca-Col  aTwo-Yea  r 
ColIegeScholarship  Program 
gives  support  and  encouragement 
to  an  under-served  population 


of  college  students,"  said  J.  Mark 
Davis,  President  of  the  Coca- 
Cola  Scholars  Foundation.  "This 
program  is  an  extension  of  our 
long-standing  commitment  to 
college  education  throughout 
theUnited  States." 

The  Coca-Cola  Two-Year 
Colleges  Scholarship  Program 
is  made  possible  with  funding 
from  the  Joseph  B.  Whitehead 
Foundation.  The  Whitehead 
Foundation  provides  grants 
in  support  of  human  services 
initiatives,  particularly  programs 
that  benefit  young  people.  The 
late  Joseph  B.  Whitehead  was 
one  of  the  original  bottlers  of 
Coca-Cola. 

The  Two-Year  Colleges 
Scholarship  Program 
complements  the  Foundation's 
Coca-Cola  Scholars  Program, 
which  awards  more  than  $1.8 
million  annually  in  college 
scholarships  to  250  outstanding 
high  school  seniors.  The  Coca- 
Cola  Scholars  Program  is-one 
of  the  most  recognized  and 
respected  corporate-sponsored 
scholarships  inAmerica. 

The  Coca-Cola  Scholars 
Foundation  is  supported  by 
the  financial  commitment  of 
the  local  Coca-Cola  Bottlers 
and  The  Coca-Cola  Company. 
The  Foundation  was  created 
in  1 986  to  commemorate  the 
100tn  anniversary  of  Coca-Cola 
and  to  establish  a legacy  for 
the  education  of  tomorrow's 
leaders.  Now  in  its  fourth  year 
of  funding,  the  Foundation  has 
provided  more  than  $1 .6  million 
in  scholarship  awards  to  students 
attending  two-year  degree 
granting  institutions  and  more 
than  $23  million  in  the  Coca- 
Cola  Scholars  Program  during 
the  past  1 5 years. 


ECCC  Students  Receive  National  PBL  Honors 


East  Central  Community  College  students  Linda  Moody  (second  from 
left)  of  Walnut  Grove  and  Jessica  Brumfield  ( third  from  left)  of  Car- 
thage display  awards  the  College's  Phi  Beta  Lambda  chapter  received 
at  the  organization's  National  Leadership  Conference  held  earlier  this 
summer  in  Dallas,  Texas.  Theta  Chi  members  placed  third  in  the  Annual 
Business  Report,  a 20-page  document  submitted  prior  to  the  Confer- 
ence, and  received  a $100  cash  prize  in  addition  to  an  award.  ECCC 
students  also  finished  sixth  in  the  Community  Service  Project,  and 
came  in  tenth  in  the  American  Enterprise  Project.  Moody  and  Brum- 
field presented  two-minute  and  10-minute  presentations  for  the  project 
competition,  the  latter  being  a power-point  demonstration.  The  award- 
winning students  are  shown  with  chapter  advisors  Christy  Ferguson 
(left)  and  Brenda  Johnson,  both  of  Philadelphia,  who  also  attended  the 
conference.  Ferguson  teaches  business  technology  courses  and  John- 
son is  a computer  technology  instructor.  The  Phi  Beta  Lambda  advisors 
said  the  2003  competition  marked  the  most  awards  received  by  the 
ECCC  chapter  at  the  National  Conference.  East  Central  competed  with 
universities  and  other  community  colleges  from  throughout  the  nation 
in  the  four-day  event. 

Don't  Forget  School  Photos 
Tues.,  Sept.  16*8  a.m.  to  2 p.m. 
Wed.,  Sept.  17*9  a.m.  to  3 p.m. 


East  Central  To  Honor  Various  Groups 
During  Homecoming  Activities  Oct.  4 


Recipients  of  annual  Alumni 
Association  awards  and  members 
of  women's  "club  teams"  during 
a 20-year  period  are  among 
special  groups  being  honored 
during  Homecoming  activities 
scheduled  Saturday,  October  4 at 
East  Central  Community  College 
in  Decatur. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  cel- 
ebration, "75  Years  With  You  in 
Mind  - Quality  Education  Lasts 
Forever,"  commemorates  the 
75th  anniversary  of  the  College's 
founding  in  1928. 

Honorees  for  the  2003 
observance  include  Frances 
Harris  Smith  (Class  of  1 930)  of 
Decatur,  Alumna  of  the  Year; 

Dr.  Milton  Matthews  (Class  of 
1958)  of  Pearl,  Alumnus  of  the 
Year;  Dana  Dear  of  Hickory, 


Academic  Instructor  of  the  Year; 
and  Katherine  Buckman  of  Bay 
Springs,  Vocational-Technical 
Instructor  of  the  Year.  Also  being 
recognized  are  four  new  mem- 
bers of  the  College's  Athletic  Hall 
of  Fame  - the  late  Roy  Baker  of 
Jackson  (Class  of  1956),  Imogene 
Johnson  Borganelli  (Class  of 
1 947)  of  Greenville,  Rex  Keeton 
(Class  of  1964)  of  Taylorsville 
and  Mark  Killens  (Class  of  1978) 
of  Newton. 

More  than  60  members  of 
women's  club  teams  from  1 956 
to  1975  plan  to  attend  reunion 
activities  and  receive  their  varsity 
letters,  according  to  event  orga- 
nizer and  coach  Lucille  Wood. 

Wood  said  the  event  is  some- 
thing she  has  anticipated  doing 
for  a long  time. 


ECCC  Theta  Xi  members 


attend  honors  institute 


Special  to  the  Tom-Tom  - 
by  ASHLEY  FLEMING 
and  JENNIFER  CARSON 


On  Friday,  July  1 8,  2003, 
members  of  East  Central's  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  Chapter,  Theta  XI, 
traveled  to  the  University  of 
North  Alabama  to  attend  the 
annual  Phi  Theta  Kappa  Regional 
Honors  Institute.  As  they  arrived, 
they  were  greeted  by  the  friendly 
faces  of  fellow  members.  They 
each  received  a T-shirt,  a bag  full 
of  goodies  and  "freebies,"  and 
information  on  UNA.  During  the 
sessions,  they  listened  to  inter- 
esting speakers  on  the  Honors 
Study  Topic  "Dimensions  and 
Directions  of  Health:  Choices 
in  the  Maze."  The  speakers 
included:  Dr.  Bobby  Robertson 
of  St.  Jude's  Children  Hospital; 
Mr.  Tom  Hendrix,  aYuchi  tribe 


descendent;  Ann  Rayburn  of 
the  Alabama  Organ  Center;  Dr. 
Martha  Rock,  a dieting  expert; 
and  Amanda  Clark,  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  Division  I Vice-President. 
Through  these  speakers,  students 
learned  more  about  cancer 
research,  the  history  of  the  Yuchi 
tribe,  the  importance  of  organ 
donation,  the  risks  of  "radical" 
diets  and  eating  disorders,  and 
the  importance  of  laughter  and 
stress  management. 

Though  the  participants 
attended  many  informational 
sessions,  they  still  found  time  to 
enjoy  the  area  surrounding  UNA, 
irtcluding  the  dam  across  the 
Tennessee  River.  In  their  spare 
time,  they  went  shopping,  bowl- 
ing, and  to  the  theater  to  see  the 
movie,  "How  to  Deal."  Although 
the  girls  enjoyed  the  film,  the 
guys  felt  the  need  to  rename 
the  movie,  "No  Big  Deal."  They 


Former  Diamond  Warriors  Invited 


To  Attend  'Alumni  Day'  Sept.  13 


Former  East  Central  Commu- 
nity College  baseball  players  are 
invited  to  return  to  campus  for  a 
day  of  fun  and  friendly  competi- 
tion when  the  College  holds  its 
2003  Baseball  Alumni  Day  on 
Saturday,  September  13. 

Jake  Yarborough,  Diamond 
Warrior  head  coach  and  event 
organizer,  is  encouraging  former 
players  to  join  him  for  the  special 
event. 

"We  hope  that  all  former 
EC  players,  coaches,  managers 
and  trainers  can  be  with  us  for 
this  occasion.  It  will  be  a great 
opportunity  to  visit  with  old 
friends,  recall  pleasant  memo- 
ries and  suit  up  on  Chris  Gay 
IV  Memorial  Field/Jamie  Clark 
Memorial  Stadium  for  a few 


innings  of  baseball  with  former 
teammates.  Wives,  children 
and  parents  are  also  invited  to 
attend,"  said  Yarborough,  who 
was  a member  of  the  1 991  and 
1 992  Diamond  Warrior  squads. 

A Home  Run  Derby  at  10 
a.m.  begins  the  day's  activities. 
The  Alumni  game  is  scheduled 
to  start  at  1 1 a.m.,  and  will  be 
followed  by  a complimentary 
luncheon.  T-shirts  will  also  be 
provided  for  each  participant. 

For  more  information  con- 
tact Coach  Jake  Yarborough  at 
ECCC,  P.O.  Box  129,  Decatur, 
MS  39327,  Phone  635-21 1 1 or 
call  toll  free,  1-877-462-3222, 
ext.  374.  His  email  address  is 
j va  thorough  @eccc  .edu . 


LPN  Students  Receiving  National  HOSA  Honors 


These  students  in  the  licensed  practical  nursing  program  at  East 
Central  Community  College  in  Decatur  received  various  honors  at  the 
National  HOSA  (Health  Occupation  Students  of  America)  Conference 
held  in  Atlanta,  Ca.  Seated  from  left  are  Rebekah  Alawine  of  Pel a- 
hatchie,  eighth  place,  Prepared  Speaking;  Tara  Long  of  Philadelphia, 
eighth  place,  Medical  Spelling;  and  Sharon  Taylor  of  Union,  second 
place,  National  Healthcare  Issues  Exam  and  fourth  place,  Nutrition 
Knowledge  Test.  Standing  from  left  are  Lucy  Hughes  of  Forest,  Billie 
McCune  of  Union,  Debbie  Mclnnish  of  Carthage  and  Natalie  Chap- 
man of  Stonewall,  who  finished  second  in  the  Health  Education  cat- 
egory. Kathy  Buckman  and  Lori  Luke  serve  as  LPN  instructors  . 


"The  ladies  who  played  on 
the  ECJC  basketball,  tennis  and 
volleyball  teams  from  1956  to 
the  spring  of  1 975  truly  paved 
the  way  for  women's  sports  as 
they  are  known  today. 

"They  wore  with  pride  home- 
made uniforms  with  felt  cut-out 
numbers  sewn  on.  They  paid  for 
their  own  shoes  and  meals,  and 
did  not  receive  scholarships. 

They  were  true  amateur  ath- 
letes, and  if  it  were  not  for  these 
women,  there  would  be  no  Title 
IX  and  none  of  the  opportunities 
that  are  available  for  women  ath- 
letes today.  They  deserve  to  have 
EC  letters  just  like  the  varsity  ath- 
letes of  today." 

Wood  noted  that  many  club 
team  members  were  campus 
leaders  and  involved  in  various 


activities. 

"All  were  good  students  with 
civic  pride  who  wanted  to  play 
ball,"  Wood  stated. 

Other  reunion  groups  sched- 
uled to  meet  include  the  Class 
of  1 937,  Classes  of  1 957,  1 958 
and  1959,  the  Alumni  Band  and 
Centralettes,  and  members  of  all 
classes  ending  in  "3." 

For  more  information  regard- 
ing Homecoming  2003,  contact 
the  Foundation  and  Alumni 
Relations  Office,  East  Central 
Community  College,  P.O.  Box 
129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-2111  or  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  327.  The  email 
address  is  sholling@eccc.edu. 


Members  of  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa  who  attended 
the  honors  institute  in  Florence,  Alabama  include  (seated,  from  left) 
Ashley  Fleming  and  Mandy  Eakes,  both  of  Philadelphia;  and  Jenna 
Talbert  of  Newton;  and  (standing,  from  left)  advisor  Christy  Ferguson, 
Allen  Davis  and  Jennifer  Carson,  both  of  Decatur;  and  advisor  Ricky 
Harrison. 


also  attended  the  PTK  sponsored 
Farewell  Dance.  They  even 
found  the  time  to  "adopt"  a 
lonely  student  from  Booneville, 
MS  that  had  made  the  trip  alone. 

Each  member  who  partici- 


pated  in  the  Institute  agreed  that 
it  was  a great  time  to  fellowship 
with  other  Phi  Theta  Kappans 
and  to  learn  more  about  the 
health  related  issues  involved  in 
the  Honors  Study  Topic. 


“WELCOME  BACK  WEEK” 


Naked  ballerinas  ? 
The  hypnotist  show 
is  an  always-popular 
event  during  wel- 
come back  week. 


The  annual 
cookout  on  the  mall 
provides  many  tasty 
treats  for  the 
evening  meal. 


"Hillcrest,"  a band 
composed  of  EC 
students, 
was  the  featured 
entertainment 
during  welcome 
back  week. 


The  Baptist  Student 
Union's  annual 
water  games 
proved  to  be  very 
messy  for  some 
participants! 


Student  Survey:  What  do  you  like  most  about  campus  life?  by  Brian  Sibley,  student  photographer 


"The  Education." 
Capalyn  Cannon 
Philadelphia 


"The  freedom." 
Toccara  Jones 
Forest 
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Thompson  selected  ECCC 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege recenlty  announced  mem- 
bers of  the  2003  Homecoming 
Court  which  will  be  presented 
Saturday,  October  4,  during  half- 
time activities  of  the  Warriors' 
football  game  against  Copiah- 
Lincoln  Community  College. 
Kickoff  is  set  for  2:30  p.m. 

The  2003  Homecoming 
queen  is  Renee  Thompson  of 
Pelahatchie.  Latashia  Tatum  of 
Newton  will  serve  as  Maid  of 
Honor. 

Sophomore  maids  include 
Brandi  Brown  of  Pelahatchie, 
Brittany  Harris  of  Louisville  and 
Dian  Walters  of  Philadelphia. 

Freshman  maids  are  Lacey 
Brantley  of  Carthage,  Natalie 
Cole  of  Meridian,  Amy  Ealy  of 
Forest  and  Courtney  Yates  of 
Nanih  Waiya. 

Thompson  is  the  daughter  of 
Randy  and  LaDonna  Thompson 
of  Pelahatchie. 

She  is  a graduate  of  East 
Rankin  Academy  where  she 
was  a member  of  the  student 
council,  cheerleading  squad, 
basketball  team,  softball  team, 
track  team,  choir,  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes  and  First  Prior- 
ity. In  addition,  she  was  selected 
Miss  East  Rankin  Academy,  was 
named  to  Who's  Who  Among 


American  High  School  Students 

and  Who's  Who  Among  High 
School  Athletes. 

At  East  Central,  the  sopho- 
more dental  hygiene  major  is 
a member  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta  , 
Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau,  Warrior 
Corps,  and  Diamond  Girls.  In 
addition,  she  is  a member  of  the 
Warrior  Cheerleading  Squad  and 
during  summer  camp  was  invited 
to  be  a member  of  the  Universal 
Cheerleading  Association  staff. 

Thompson  is  a Dean's  List 
scholar  and  was  selected  fresh- 
man class  favorite. 

Serving  as  the  queen's  escort 
is  sophomore  Jeremy  Tune,  an 
architecture  major  and  gradu- 
ate of  Newton  High  School.  He 
is  the  son  of  Stuart  and  Debbie 
Tune  of  Newton. 

Tatum  is  the  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Rena  Mitchell  of 
Newton. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Newton 
High  School  where  she  was 
a member  of  the  Media  Club, 
annual  staff,  and  the  Tiger 
Marching  Band.  She  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Future  Business 
Leaders  of  America  where  she 
placed  first  in  district  and  state 
competitions.  Miss  Tatum  served 
as  secretary  of  the  senior  class. 

At  East  Central,  she  is  a pre- 


dental major. 

Tatum  is  being  escorted  by 
Fred  Denson,  a sophomore 
elementary  education  major  and 
graduate  of  Morton  High  School. 
His  parents  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Henry  Denson  of  Morton. 

Brown  is  the  daughter  of  Bud 
and  Janet  Brown  of  Pelahatchie. 

She  is  a graduate  of  East 
Rankin  Academy  where  she  a 
member  of  First  Priority,  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Christian  Athletes  and 
the  Student  Council.  In  addition, 
she  was  a member  of  the  Cheer- 
leading Squad  and  the  basketball 
and  softball  teams. 

She  was  selected  Homecom- 
ing Queen  her  senior  year  and 
served  as  a Homecoming  Maid 
her  junior  year.  She  was  selected 
Most  Dependable  in  Who's  Who 
elections  and  also  received  vari- 
ous subject  awards. 

At  East  Central,  the  psychol- 
ogy major  is  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
Warrior  Corps,  Baptist  Student 
Union,  Wesley  Foundation  and 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Ath- 
letes. She  has  served  as  a vol- 
unteer for  Operation  Christmas 
Child  and  Big  Brother,  Big  Sister, 
a child  mentoring  program  spon- 
sored by  the  College's  Learning 
Skills  Center. 


queen,  court  announced 


Serving  as  Miss  Brown's 
escort  is  Drew  Kenna,  a sopho- 
more accounting  major  and 
graduate  of  Forest  High  School. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joey  and  Lynne 
Kenna  of  Forest. 

Harris  is  the  daughter  of  Hal 
and  Bettie  Harris  of  Louisville. 

She  is  an  honor  graduate  of 
Winston  Academy  where  she 
was  a member  of  Fellowship  of 
Christian  Athletes,  the  Anchor 
Club  and  the  track  team. 

A business  major,  Miss  Harris 
served  as  a Diamond  Girl  her 
freshman  year. 

Serving  as  Miss  Harris'  escort 
is  Brandon  Walker,  a sophomore 
liberal  arts  major  and  graduate 
of  Nanih  Waiya  High  School. 

He  is  the  son  of  Ben  and  Brenda 
Walker  of  Louisville. 

Walters  is  the  daughter  of 
Lola  Walters  of  Philadelphia. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Philadel- 
phia High  School  where  she  was 
a member  of  the  Beta  Club,  the 
Tornado  Band,  jazz  Band,  Color 
Guard,  Christian  Fellowship  Club 
and  First  Priority. 

In  addition,  she  served  as 
Drum  Major  of  the  Tornado 
Marching  Band  and  treasurer  of 
the  Student  Body. 

Walters  was  selected  a beauty, 
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Natalie  Cole 


Amy  Ealy 


Courtney  Yates 


Burkes  To  Display  Photographs 

A photography  exhibit  featuring  the  works  of  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  alumnus  Ann  Hunter  Burkes  (left)  of  Decatur  officially 
kicks  off  homecoming  activities  October  2-4,  2003,  on  the  Decatur 
campus.  Burkes  and  art  instructor  Bruce  Guraedy  display  examples  of 
Burkes'  expertise  that  will  be  on  display  during  a reception  scheduled 
from  6:30  to  9:30  p.m.  Thursday,  October  2 in  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts 
Center  lobby.  There  is  no  charge  for  admission  and  refreshments  will 
be  served.  As  part  of  each  year's  homecoming  celebration,  Guraedy, 
who  also  serves  as  Chairman  of  the  Fine  Arts  Division,  invites  alumni 
to  showcase  their  artwork.  Burkes,  who  recently  retired  as  the  Col- 
lege's head  librarian,  is  a member  of  the  ECCC  Class  of  1963. 


EC  Sets  Enrollment  Record 
For  1 9th  Consecutive  Year 


For  the  nineteenth  consecu- 
tive year,  a record  number  of 
students  is  attending  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College,  where 
enrollment  nears  the  2700-mark 
for  the  2003  fall  term. 

Donna  Luke,  director 
of  admissions,  records  and 
research,  said  2,698  students  are 
officially  enrolled  at  the  two- 
year  college,  which  represents  a 
7.7  percent  increase  (or  195  stu- 
dents) as  compared  to  the  2002 
fall  term,  when  a then-record 
2,503  students  registered  for 
classes  on  the  Decatur  campus 
and  at  various  locations  through- 
out the  College's  five-county 
district. 

Included  in  the  record  enroll- 
ment are  1,836  academic  stu- 
dents, 757  technical  students, 
and  1 05  students  who  take  voca- 
tional courses. 

Luke  noted  that  1 703  stu- 
dents are  freshmen  and  995 
students  are  classified  as  sopho- 
mores. 

She  said  most  of  the  students 
- 2,325  - reside  in  the  College's 
district,  which  includes  Leake, 
Neshoba,  Newton,  Scott  and 


Winston  counties. 

Luke  added  that  part-time 
enrollment  at  the  College  has 
increased  4.5  percent,  as  com- 
pared to  the  same  period  last 
year.  She  said  61 6 students 
are  currently  taking  classes, 
compared  to  589  students  who 
enrolled  in  the  2002  fall  semes- 
ter. 

ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A. 
Sutphin  said  the  enrollment 
record  reflects  the  quality  of 
education  offered  at  the  College. 

"The  College's  increase  in 
enrollment  continues  a 19-year 
pattern  of  uninterrupted  growth. 
We  are  very  appreciative  of  the 
confidence  students  have  in  the 
College's  reputation  as  a learning 
college,  and  we  will  continue 
to  provide  quality  instruction  to 
those  who  continue  to  pursue 
their  educational  goals." 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Office  of  Admission,  Records 
and  Research,  East  Central  Com- 
munity College,  P.  O.  Box  129, 
Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-2111  or  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  206.  The  email 
address  is  dluke@eccc.edu. 


College  continues  75th  anniversary 
observance  during  Homecoming 


Imogene  Borganelli  Rex  Keeton  Mark  Killens 


A full  day  of  activities  is 
scheduled  Saturday,  October  4, 
as  East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege continues  its  75th  anniver- 
sary observance  with  the  annual 
Homecoming  celebration  on  the 
Decatur  campus. 

The  theme  of  this  year's  event 
is  "75  Years  With  You  In  Mind 
- Quality  Education  Lasts  For- 
ever." 

The  College  officially 
observed  its  diamond  anniver- 
sary during  a special  program 
held  August  28  in  Huff  Audito- 
rium. Lucille  Wood,  longtime 
faculty  member  and  former 
coach,  was  the  featured  speaker. 
Other  speakers  included  former 
ECCC  presidents  Dr.  Eddie  M. 
Smith  of  Decatur  and  W.  Arno 
Vincent  of  Meridian,  and  current 
president  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin. 

Homecoming  activities  get 
underway  at  9 a.m.  with  reg- 
istration and  reunion  meetings 
scheduled  on  the  East  Mall  near 
Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria.  Spe- 
cial groups  being  honored  this 
year  are  the  ECJC  Women's  Club 
Teams  from  1 956  to  1 975;  the 
Class  of  1 937;  members  of  the 
1957,  1958  and  1959  classes; 
Alumni  Band  and  Centralettes; 
and  members  of  all  classes 
ending  in  "3." 

Miss  Wood  will  present 
varsity  letters  to  her  club  team 
members  during  a ceremony 
beginning  at  9:30  a.m.  in  Room 
60  of  Newton  Hall.  Approxi- 
mately 60  former  ECJC  athletes 
are  expected  to  attend  the  pro- 
gram. 

Dr.  Sutphin  will  welcome 


alumni 
and 
special 
guests 
at  a cer- 
emony 
begin- 
ning at 
10  a.m. 
on  the 
Mall, 
followed 
by  the 
award- 
ing of 
diplomas 
to  the 
Class  of 
1953. 

East 

Central's 
soccer 
team 
will  also 
be  in 
action  at 
10  a.m.,  as  they  take  on 
East  Mississippi  Community  Col- 
lege in  a campus  match. 

Members  of  the  Warrior  Club, 
a group  that  provides  financial 
assistance  for  the  College's  ath- 
letic programs,  will  hold  their 
annual  meeting  at  10:30  a.m.  in 
Huff  Auditorium. 

The  annual  Alumni  Awards 
Luncheon  begins  at  1 1 :30  a.m. 
in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria. 

This  year's  honorees  include 
Frances  Harris  Smith  (Class  of 
1930),  Alumna  of  the  Year;  Dr. 
Milton  "Buddy"  Matthews  (Class 
of  1958)  of  Pearl,  Alumnus  of 
the  Year;  Dana  Dear  of  Hickory, 
Academic  Instructor  of  the  Year; 


and  Katharine  Buckman  of  Bay 
Springs,  Vocational-Technical 
Instructor  of  the  Year.  Also  being 
recognized  are  new  members 
of  the  College's  Athletic  Hall  of 
Fame  - the  late  Roy  Baker  (Class 
of  1956)  of  Jackson,  Imogene 
Johnson  Borganelli  (Class  of 
1 947)  of  Greenville,  Rex  Keeton 
(Class  of  1 965)  of  Taylorsville 
and  Mark  Killens  (Class  of  1978) 
of  Newton. 

Mrs.  Smith  is  the  surviving 
member  of  the  College's  first 
class  in  1928.  She  is  a longtime 
supporter  of  ECCC  and  recently 
established  the  J.B.  and  Frances 
Harris  Smith  Scholarship,  named 
also  in  memory  of  her  husband, 


a 1 934  ECCC  graduate. 

Dr.  Matthews,  a Union 
native,  serves  as  a consultant 
with  JBHM  Education  Group, 
LLC,  a subsidiary  of  JBHM  Archi- 
tects, PA,  which  specializes  in 
designing  new  school  buildings 
and  renovating  existing  schools. 
He  had  a distinguished  career 
with  the  Mississippi  Department 
of  Education,  and  retired  in  1996 
while  serving  as  director  of  the 
Office  of  Compensatory  Educa- 
tion. He  is  also  a former  Title 
I,  ESEA  Coordinator  for  Yazoo 
City  Public  Schools  and  was 
a teacher/counselor  at  Hardy 
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Frances  Harris  Smith 


Roy  Baker 


Wood  receives  2003  Humanities  Teacher  Award 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege instructor  Lucille  Wood 
recently  received  the  College's 
2003  Humanities  Teacher  Award, 
a grant  sponsored  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi Humanities  Council. 

She  will  be  honored  Tuesday, 
October  28  at  7 p.m.  in  the  Vick- 
ers Fine  Arts  Center  Auditorium, 
during  which  time  she  will  pres- 
ent a lecture,  "A  Past  to  Remem- 
ber-A  Future  to  Fulfill,"  which  is 
in  celebration  of  the  College's 
75,h  anniversary.  A reception  will 
follow  in  the  lobby. 

Wood  is  a native  of  the  Cal- 
vary Community  in  Winston 
County.  She  is  a 1 949  graduate 
of  Louisville  High  School  and 
received  her  associate's  degree 
from  East  Central  Junior  College 
in  1951. 


She  completed  her  bach- 
elor and  master's  degrees  in 
health,  physical  education  and 
recreation  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  1953 
and  1 955,  respectively.  She  has 
completed  63  hours  of  additional 
study  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi,  Mississippi 
State  University  and  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi. 

The  2003-2004  college  term 
marks  Wood's  51s'  year  of  service 
in  the  Mississippi  Community/ 
Junior  College  system  and  48,h 
year  as  a member  of  the  East 
Central  Community  College  fac- 
ulty. 

She  currently  serves  as  chair- 
man of  the  Social  Science,  Busi- 
ness and  Education  Division  at 
East  Central.  In  addition,  Wood 


teaches  Health,  First  Aid,  Intro- 
duction to  Physical  Education, 
Recreational  Leadership,  and  Fit- 
ness and  Conditioning  classes. 

Wood  also  serves  as  sponsor 
of  the  Student  Education  Associa- 
tion and  is  the  academic  adviser 
for  students  majoring  in  Physical 
Education  and  Sports  Medicine. 

From  1975  to  1985,  Wood 
served  as  women's  basketball 
coach  at  the  College  and  from 
1 987  to  1 997  she  served  as 
Region  23  Director  for  Women's 
Athletics. 

During  her  tenure  at  East 
Central,  Wood  has  also  coached 
tennis  and  volleyball,  served  as 
cheerleader  sponsor,  was  direc- 
tor of  women's  intramurals  and 
served  as  coordinator  of  the 
once-annual  May  Day  festivities 


Lucille  Wood 


for  1 8 years. 

She  twice  served  as  president 
of  the  ECCC  Alumni  Associa- 
tion and  is  credited  with  begin- 

See  WOOD,  pg.  2 
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Looking  back  75  years:  East  Central's  first 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom-Tom  Editor 


As  almost  every  student  is 
aware,  this  is  the  75th  anniver- 
sary of  East  Central  Community 
College  and  much  emphasis 
has  been  placed  on  the  remem- 
brance of  the  college's  first  days. 
Many  students  are  perhaps 
unaware  that  the  library  archives 
contain  the  first  yearbook  ever 
printed  for  the  college.  The  year- 
book was  made  from  1 929-1 930 
and  what  is  particularly  spec- 
tacular about  the  annual  is  that  it 
is  entirely  handwritten. 

The  cover  is  plain,  a simple 
scrapbook  held  together  by 
screws  and  a cord.  The  pages 
inside  are  beginning  to  yellow 
with  age  and  are  becoming 
brittle  and  delicate  to  the  touch. 
Those  same  pages  are  covered 
with  a beautiful  penmanship  that 
is  remarkably  straight.  Hand- 
drawn  cartoons  and  images  are 
dotted  throughout  the  book. 

The  first  page  features  a the- 
ater curtain  opened  to  reveal  the 
dedication  and  the  forward. 

The  forward  said,  "In  future 
time,  when  memory  brings 
back  again,  the  thoughts  of  days 
departed,  return  again  and  find 
herein  recorded,  the  things  we 
said  and  did." 

The  annual  was  dedicated  to 

WOOD  (continued  from 


the  first  print  effort  of  the  college 
and  to  the  future  attempts  that 
would  be  made  by  the  different 
generations  that  would  follow. 

The  yearbook  is  a record  of 
the  student's  lives  as  well  as  facts 
about  the  college. 

"It  is  more  of  a memory  book 
than  an  annual,"  comments  Mr. 
Ovid  Vickers,  a retired  professor 
of  ECCC.  "They  wanted  to  leave 
a record  of  their  two  years  here." 

There  is  a calendar  of  events 
listed  by  month  inside  the  annual 
with  many  funny  incidents 
recorded  such  as  what  happened 
in  March  of  1930  when  the  team 
traveled  to  the  State  Tournaments 
held  in  Wesson. 

The  annual  said,  "We  almost 
lost  some  students  - lack  Tucker 
and  Raul  Buelard  could  hardly 
leave  the  pretty  girls  in  Wesson." 
Two  days  later  there  was  another 
entry.  "Mr.  Miller  saved  the  day 
by  saying  our  girls  are  as  pretty 
as  any  he  saw  in  Wesson." 

They  record  little  incidents 
such  as  when  someone  got  a 
"permanent"  or  even  the  snow 
that  they  received  that  winter. 
They  also  recorded  more  serious 
matters  such  as  the  death  of  a 
teacher  and  some  very  important 
happenings  in  the  history  of  the 
college.  Perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant event  occurred  on  April  28. 

The  entry  said,  "Mr.  Pugh 
announced  that  the  college  com- 
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mission  will  give  us  full  credit  on 
our  college  work." 

The  annual  leaves  a record 
of  the  enrollment  of  those  years 

- numbers  that  are  vastly  differ- 
ent from  the  numbers  of  today. 
The  freshmen  class  of  1 928-29 
consisted  of  20  students  and  the 
sophomore  class  of  1 929-30  had 
an  enrollment  of  1 3.  When  com- 
pared to  this  semester's  enroll- 
ment of  almost  2700  students, 
those  numbers  seem  laughable. 
However,  it  was  a vastly  different 
world  75  years  ago. 

"Most  people  could  not  afford 
to  attend  college  75  years  ago," 
says  Gloria  Johnson,  head  librar- 
ian. 

The  annual  also  lists  the 
campus  clubs  of  those  years 

- clubs  that  no  longer  exist,  such 
as  the  Utopian  Literary  Society  or 
the  Commercial  Club. 

The  last  pages  contain  the 
signatures  of  the  students  of  both 
the  college  and  the  Agricultural 
High  School.  Every  signature  is 
followed  by  a quote  written  by  a 
fellow  student.  Some  are  funny 
and  light-hearted,  for  example 
the  quote  written  about  Elizabeth 
Dearman. 

"Just  a little  blond  kid  on 
whose  trail  the  boys  all  camp. 
Flirty,  witty,  charming,  for  she's 
the  campus  vamp." 

Some  are  more  serious  and 
heartwarming,  as  the  one  about 


Rufus  J.  Thomas. 

"He's  not  large  of  stature  but 
he  makes  up  for  it  with  his  ever 
ready  humor." 

The  annual  contains  old  black 
and  white  photographs  that  were 
pasted  onto  the  pages  and  yel- 
lowed newspaper  clippings  that 
detailed  events  that  took  place  in 
relation  to  the  college. 

The  yearbook  is  considered 
to  be  a major  addition  to  the 
archives  by  the  library  staff. 

"We  are  very  fortunate  to 
have  this  yearbook,"  says  Gail 
Wood,  assistant  librarian.  "It  is  a 
very  unique  work  that  is  one  of 
a kind." 

Mr.  Vickers  agrees,  "It  is  very 
valuable  as  a historical  record 
of  that  year  and  it  certainly  illus- 
trates the  progress  that  the  col- 
lege has  made  because  we  have 
gone  from  one  hand  made  book 
to  very  comprehensive  annuals 
that  are-  distributed  to  everyone." 

"The  annual  is  significant  to 
the  college  because  it  shows  that 
the  college,  even  in  its  infancy, 
felt  the  need  to  preserve  Its  his- 
tory," says  Johnson.  "One  of  the 
goals  of  the  existing  library  staff 
is  to, continue  to  preserve  and 
promote  the  history  of  the  col- 
lege." 

Though  the  annual  in  the 
archives  is  very  different  from  the 
sleek,  professional  yearbooks  of 
today,  the  purpose  was  the  same. 


yearbook  on  display 


lenna  Talbert  looks  through  pages  of  the  very  first  East  Central  Junior 
College  yearbook.  It  contains  pages  highlighting  the  years  1929-1930. 
It  is  housed  in  the  workroom  of  Burton  Memorial  Library. 


"When  one  looks  at  this 
1 929-1 930  yearbook  and  the 
one  made  75  years  later,  one  can 
tell  the  difference  between  the 
enrollment,  campus  life,  dress, 
and  campus  organizations  that 
are  obviously  different  from  now. 
However,  it  shows  college  life 
as  it  was  just  as  current  year- 
books show  how  it  is  today,"  says 
Wood. 


However,  this  annual  goes 
beyond  just  records  of  the  col- 
lege. 

"It  is  not  only  a book  about 
facts  of  the  college,  it  is  a book 
about  relationships  between  the 
students,  faculty,  and  the  com- 
munity itself,  " said  Johnson.  "It 
gives  credit  to  the  fact  that  East 
Central  has  always  been  a 'com- 
munity' college." 


alumni  memorial  awards  pre- 
sented each  year  at  Awards  Day. 
The  College  also  began  present- 
ing alumni  awards  during  her 
tenure  as  the  Association's  presi- 
dent. 

Wood  has  been  recognized 
for  many  athletic  accomplish- 
ments including  helping  organize 
ibJICgP  tennis  in  Mississippi  as 
ipremains  today.  She  was  also 
ufefy  instrumental  in  organizing 
women's  basketball  in  Missis- 
sippi and  its  return  as  an  NJCAA- 
sanctioned  sport. 

In  1975,  Wood  was  selected 
as  the  first  president  of  the 
Women's  Basketball  Coaches 
Association  in  Mississippi.  She 
was  coach  of  the  first  Mississippi 
Junior  College  All-Star  women's 
basketball  team  in  1978  and  was 
se?6cted  the  Mississippi  Associa- 
tion of  Coaches  "Coach  of  the 
Year"  in  1 978-79.  That  same  year 
she  was  named  to  the  Top  20 
National  Junior  College  Coaches 
of  the  Year. 

Wood  led  the  East  Central 
Warriorettes,  as  they  were  previ- 
ously known,  to  two  state  titles 
and  three  division  crowns.  The 
college's  physical  education 
building  is  named  in  her  honor, 
along  with  Gen.  Denver  Brack- 
een  (ret.),  another  outstanding 
East  Central  alumnus. 


While  serving  as  Region  23 
director,  Wood  held  positions  as 
chairman  of  the  All-American 
Committee  and  chairman  of  the 
slow  pitch  softball  committee. 
She  also  served  on  the  tennis  and 
track  and  field  committees  and 
was  an  NJCAA  representative  to 
the  National  Slow-Pitch  Tourna- 
ment on  four  occasions. 

In  1990,  Wood  was  presented 
an  NJCAA  Service  Award,  one 
of  only  two  presented  nationally 
each  year. 

Other  honors  Wood  has 
received  include  being  named 
the  College's  Alumna  of  the  Year 
in  1965,  selection  to  the  Athletic 
Hall  of  Fame  in  1986,  receiv- 
ing East  Central's  HEADWAE 
(Higher  Education  Appreciation 
Day:  Working  Toward  Academic 
Excellence)  Instructor  of  the  Year 
Award  in  1 990;  selection  as  an 
honorary  member  of  Theta  Xi 
Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the 
international  honor  society  of  the 
two-year  college,  in  1992;  selec- 
tion as  East  Central's  "Academic 
Instructor  of  the  Year"  in  1993; 
selection  as  a "Lamplighter"  in 
1993;  receiving  the  Red  Rose 
Award  from  Xi  Chapter  of  Delta 
Kappa  Gamma  in  2002;  and 
receiving  a Mississippi  Women's 
Conference  "Power  of  One" 
award  in  2003 


EC  Student  Education  Association 
bolds  first  meeting,  elects  officers 


Who  cold  gain  the  'freshman  15' 
with  these  short  cafeteria  hours? 


Students  who  miss  cafeteria  meals  because  of  a full  class  schedule 
can  find  breakfast  biscuits,  hamburgers  and  other  fast-food  items  in 
the  Grill. 


byCOURTNEE  GRAHAM 
Tom-Tom  Reporter 

Six  weeks  into  my  fresh- 
men semester  and  I have  yet  to 
gain  any  weight.  My  ability  to 
subdue  the  notorious  "Fresh- 
man Fifteen"  could  be  due  to  my 
excessive  weight  lifting,  running, 
and  dieting.  Sadly,  it  is  not.  I 
have  instead  filled  my  time  with 
other  college  experiences.  The 
credit  for  my  lack  of  weight  gain 
belongs  to  my  anti-food  schedule 
and  the  cafeteria's  schedule. 

I,  like  many  other  students, 
have  classes  that  begin  long 
after  breakfast,  continue  through 
lunch,  and  end  with  only  two 
hours  before  dinner.  Sleeping 
through  breakfast  is  my  choice. 

Dawn  Hunt,  a freshman,  said, 
" Why  would  I wake  up  early  if 
I didn't  have  to?  I would  rather 
grab  a pop  tart  than  wake  up  and 
walk  across  campus  at  seven." 

When  lunch  rolls  around,  I 
am  in  class.  The  cafeteria  is  only 
open  from  eleven  until  one.  By 
the  time  l am  done  with  class,  I 
only  I have  ten  minutes.  I arrive 
at  the  cafeteria  and  the  only  food 
left  is  being  yviped  off  the  tables. 

I can  go  to  the  Grill.  I can  get 


there  in  time  to  eat,  but  a vyeek 
of  pizza  and  hamburgers  gets 
old,  really  quick. 

When  asked,  "How  do  you 
like  the  food  in  the  grill?"  one 
student  replied,  "The  food  is 
good.  The  fries  are  great.  But  I 
couldn't  eat  it  every  day." 

When  dinner  rolls  around, 

I have  either  eaten  a late  lunch 
and  am  not  hungry,  or  I haven't 
eaten  at  all  and  am  starving.  My 
point  is,  as  one  student  stated 
after  being  approached  for  an 
interview^  "I'm  hungry,  ask 
me  again  later.". '"Students  are 
hungry.  Feed  them! 

I have  a few  ideas.  First  to 
the  Grill:  Spice  things  up  with 
a little,  as  Emeril  says,  "BAM!" 
Other  than  that,  you  all  are  great. 

Second,  to  the  Cafeteria: 
Extend  the  lunch  till  three.  Then 
all  of  us  late-comers  can  have 
something  different  once  in  a 
while.  You  will  probably  have 
to  extend  dinner  till  seven  so 
that  those  who  eat  late  for  lunch 
can  eat  later  for  dinner.  With 
the  increase  in  enrollment,  the 
cafeteria  should  benefit.  Also  to 
the  cafeteria,  my  best  idea,  a TO- 
OO  line.  Students  can  walk  in, 
scan  a card,  grab  a pre-prepared 
plate,  and  leave  for  class.  If 


students  can't  eat  on  the  way  to 
class,  they  could  at  least  have  it 
for  later. 

I'm  not  trying  to  insult  either 
establishment.  I have  enjoyed 
everything  so  far.  Although  ,1 
have  only  eaten  at  each  place 
four  times.  I just  feel  that  I 
payed  a little  much  for  a meal 


card  that  I can  only  use  once 
a day.  Maybe  EC  could  offer 
5day/1  meal  plans  or  5day/2meal 
plans.  Then,  I probably  wouldn't 
mind.  Then  again,  if  anything 
did  change,  I might  end  up  gain- 
ing that  weight  that  I dread  so 
much. 


-'  The  Student  Education  Asso- 
ciation held  its  first  meeting  on 
Tuesday,  September  2,  2003  at 
1 1 a.m. 

The  discussion  consisted  of 
future  education  plans  of  each 
member,  transfer  programs,  and 
the  election  of  officers. 

The  following  officers  were 
elected:  Amy  Warner  of  Lou- 
isville, president;  Allen  Davis 


of  Decatur,  vice  president; 
Lashandriea  Luckett  of  Carthage, 
secretary;  and  Janet  McCree  of 
Decatur,  reporter.  Lucille  Wood 
serves  as  advisor. 

The  association  will  meet  on 
the  first  Tuesday  of  every  month 
for  those  who  would  like  to  par- 
ticpate  in  this  organization. 


Tom  Tom 


The  Tom-Tom  is  the  official  campus  newspaper  of  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  in  Decatur,  MS.  It  is  printed  three  times  a semester  by 
the  Office  of  Public  Information.  For  more  information  you  may  con- 
tact the  Public  Information  staff  at  P.O.  Box  129,  Decatur,  MS  39327, 
Ph.  635-2 111,  ext.  242,  or  toll  free  1 -877-462-3222,  ext.  242. 


Accreditation 

East  Central  Community  College  is  accredited  by  the  Commission  on 
Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (1866 
Southern  Lane,  Decatur,  Georgia  30033-4097:  Telephone  Number 
404-679-4501 ) to  award  the  Associate  Degree. 


Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex,  age,  or  handicap.  The  col- 
lege is  in  compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  Title  IX 
of  the  1972  Educational  Amendments,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilita- 
tion Act  of  1 973,  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  of  1 990,  and  the 
Right  to  Know  Campus  Security  Act  of  1 990. 
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Courtnee  Graham 
Calvin  Miller 
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Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 
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beauty,  Rotary  Student  of  the 
Month,  Professional  Women's 
Club  Student  of  the  Month  and 
received  the  Marine  Musician 
Award. 

At  East  Central,  the  liberal  arts 
major  is  a member  of  the  Baptist 
Student  Union  Council  and  the 
concert  choir.  She  serves  as  head 
drum  major  for  the  Warrior  Wall 
O'  Sound  Marching  Band  and 
was  selected  to  the  Mississippi 
Community/Junior  College  All- 
State  Band. 

Serving  as  Miss  Walters' 
escort  is  sophomore  Steven 
Davis,  a physical  education 
major  and  graduate  of  Enter- 
prise High  School.  His  parents 
are  Leland  and  Sandra  Davis  of 
Rosehill. 

Brantley  is  the  daughter  of 
Cindy  Brantley  and  David  Brant- 
ley of  Carthage. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Carthage 
High  School  where  she  was 
selected  to  Who's  Who  Among 
American  High  School  Students. 

She  served  as  a varsity  cheer- 
leader for  four  years  and  was 


co-captain  her  senior  year.  In 
addition,  she  was  selected  an  All- 
American  Cheerleader  her  senior 
year  and  was  chosen  to  perform 
at  the  Capitol  One  Bowl. 

A member  of  the  Future  Busi- 
ness Leaders  of  America  for  two 
years,  Brantley  served  as  histo- 
rian her  junior  year  and  reporter 
her  senior  year.  She  received  first 
place  honors  at  the  State  FBLA 
Conference  in  the  Emerging  Busi- 
ness Issues  category. 

Brantley  was  selected  Home- 
coming Maid  her  junior  year  and 
was  named  Football  Queen  her 
senior  year. 

At  East  Central,  the  public 
relations  major  is  a member  of 
the  Warrior  Cheerleading  Squad. 

Escorting  Miss  Brantley  is 
Kevin  Hatch,  a freshman  busi- 
ness administration  major  and 
graduate  of  Carthage  High 
School.  He  is  the  son  of  Ricky 
and  Linda  Hatch  of  Carthage. 

Cole  is  the  daughter  of  Mattie 
Cole  and  Robert  Eakins  of  Merid- 
ian. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Merid- 


ian High  School  where  she  was 
a member  of  the  slow-pitch  and 
fast-pitch  softball  teams. 

At  East  Central,  the  medi- 
cal office  technology  major  is 
a member  of  the  Lady  Warrior 
fast-pitch  softball  team  and  the 
Gospel  Choir. 

Serving  as  Miss  Cole's  escort 
is  Quincy  Patrick,  a freshman 
secondary  education  major  and 
graduate  of  Union  High  School. 
He  is  the  son  of  Georgia  Patrick 
of  Union. 

Ealy  is  the  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander and  Willie  Ealy  of  Forest. 

She  is  a graduate  of  Forest 
High  School  where  she  was  vale- 
dictorian and  named  to  the  Hall 
of  Fame.  She  was  a member 
of  the  National  Honor  Society, 
Beta  Club,  Future  Community 
and  Career  Leaders  of  America, 
First  Priority,  the  Student  Council 
and  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes. 

She  received  the  Citizenship 
Award,  the  Service  Award  and 
various  subject  awards.  Ealy  was 
also  a member  of  the  basketball, 


softball,  track  and  cross-country 
teams  and  served  as  a Bearcat 
cheerleader. 

At  East  Central,  the  psychol- 
ogy major  is  a member  of  the 
Baptist  Student  Union  and  the 
Gospel  Choir.  In  addition,  she 
serves  as  freshman  class  secre- 
tary. 

Escorting  Miss  Ealy  is  Todd 
Body,  a freshman  psychology 
major  and  graduate  of  Forest 
High  School.  He  is  the  son  of 
Sharonda  Body  of  Forest. 

Yates  is  the  daughter  of  Callie 
and  Roy  Yates  of  Louisville. 

She  is  an  honor  graduate  of 
Nanih  Waiya  High  School  where 
she  served  as  a basketball  man- 
ager and  was  a member  of  the 
Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes. 

At  East  Central,  the  liberal  arts 
major  is  a manager  for  the  Lady 
Warrior  basketball  team. 

Serving  as  Miss  Yates  escort 
is  Jamaal  Martin,  a sophomore 
liberal  arts  major  and  graduate 
of  Northeast  Lauderdale  High 
School.  He  is  the  son  of  Glenda 
Martin  of  Meridian. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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The  Tom-Tom 


Judge  Gordon  addresses  students 


Circuit  Court  Judge  Marcus  Cordon  of  Union  recently  spoke  to 
East  Central  Community  Colleges  students  during  an  informative  ses- 
sion sponsored  by  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  interna- 
tional honor  society  of  the  two-year  college.  Judge  Gordon,  an  ECCC 
alumnus,  discussed  ethical  and  medical  issues  during  the  30-minute 
presentation. 


Newton  County  Healthcare 
Scholarship  Established  At  EC 


A scholarship  to  attract  stu- 
dents to  the  healthcare  profes- 
sion in  Newton  County  was 
among  items  approved  at  the 
September  meeting  of  the  East 
Central  Community  College 
Board  of  Trustees. 

The  Newton  County  Health- 
care Scholarship  was  established 
in  August  2003  by  Newton 
Community  Healthcare,  Inc.,  in 
partnership  with  the  Grow  Your 
Own  Program.  The  partnership 
received  grant  funding  to  estab- 
lish a scholarship  that  would 
benefit  students  of  Newton 
County  as  well  as  the  commu- 
nity. The  scholarship  is  designed 
to  attract  students  to  the  health- 
care profession  and  have  them 
remain  in  Newton  County  to 
work  following  graduation. 

The  scholarship  will  provide 


two  students  with  two  full  years 
(four  semesters)  of  tuition  to 
attend  East  Central  Community 
College.  Recipients  of  the  schol- 
arship must  be  enrolled  in  the 
College's  Associate  Degree  Nurs- 
ing or  Licensed  Practical  Nursing 
programs.  Potential  recipients 
must  also  reside  in  Newton 
County  and  maintain  at  least  a 
3.0  or  "B"  average  during  the 
four  semesters  at  ECCC. 

The  College's  Scholarship 
Committee  will  select  scholar- 
ship recipients. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Office  of  the  Vice  President 
for  Student  Services,  East  Central 
Community  College,  P.  O.  Box 
129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-21 1 1 or  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  375.  The  email 
address  is  jkillens@eccc.edu. 


Officials  with  Newton  Community  Healthcare,  Inc.  meet  with 
ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin  to  announce  the  establishment  of 
a new  scholarship  to  assist  students  enrolled  in  the  College's  nursing 
programs.  From  left  are  Tim  Thomas,  CEO,  who  is  also  administrator  at 
Newton  Regional  Hospital;  Coleen  Stevens,  secretary/treasurer,  who 
is  also  president  of  Union  Planters  Bank  in  Newton;  and  Dr.  Sutphin. 
Thomas  said  Newton  County  Healthcare  "is  a no-profit  community- 
owned  corporation  with  the  purpose  and  mission  of  supporting,  pro- 
moting and  advancing  the  availability  of  quality  healthcare  services  to 
the  citizens  of  the  Newton  community  and  surrounding  area." 


STUDENT  HEALTH  CENTER  SPEAKER 

OCTOBER  16,  2003 
“DOMESTIC  VIOLENCE” 
CYNTHIA  GRANGER  WITH  CARE  LODGE 
VICKERS  FINE  ARTS  CENTER 


2003  Warrior  Soccer  Schedule 


September 

Wed.,  3 

West  AL 

Home 

5 p.m. 

Sat.,  6 

Itawamba 

Away 

1 p.m. 

Mon.,  8 

MS  Delta 

Away 

1 p.m. 

Wed.,  1 0 

Hinds 

Home 

5 p.m. 

Sat.,  13 

Meridian 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Tues.,  16 

Pearl  River 

Away 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  20 

Co-Lin 

Home 

1 1 a.m. 

Wed.,  24 

Gulf  Coast 

Away 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  27 

Meridian 

Home 

1 1 a.m. 

Tues.,  30 

Jones 

Away 

2 p.m. 

October 

Fri.,  3 

Alumni  Came 

Home 

4 p.m. 

Sat.,  4 

East  MS  (HC) 

Home 

10  a.m. 

Wed.,  8 

Jones 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Fri.,  10 

Wallace  St. 

Meridian 

4 p.m. 

Tues.,  14 

Pearl  River 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Fri.,  17 

Co-Lin 

Away 

1 :30  p.m. 

Wed.,  22 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

3 p.m. 

Sat.,  25 

State  Semi-Finals 

TBA 

Sun.,  26 

State  Finals 

TBA 

November 

Sat.,  1 

Region  23  Semi-Finals 

TBA 

Sun.,  2 

Region  23  Finals 

TBA 

2003  Warrior  Football  Schedule 


Thurs.,  Sept.  4 

Flolmes 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Sept.  1 1 

Northeast 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Sept.  18 

Pearl  River 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 

Sat..,  Sept.  27 

Gulf  Coast 

Away 

2 p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  4 

Co-Lin  (HC) 

Home 

2:30  p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  1 1 

(ones 

Away 

7 p.m. 

Sat.,  Oct.  18 

Hinds 

Away 

2 p.m. 

Thurs.,  Oct.  23 

Northwest 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 

Thurs.,  Oct.  30 

Southwest 

Home 

6:30  p.m. 
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A non-traditional  student's  determination 


Jackie  Tharp,  a first-year  nursing  student  demonstrates  oro- 
nasopharyngeal  suctioning  as  part  of  his  clinical  training. 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom-Tom  Editor 


Stress.  Everyone  experiences 
it.  Everyone  knows  just  how 
much  stress  college  can  cause  a 
person.  However,  Jackie  Tharp 
might  know  just  a little  bit  more 
about  stress  than  the  rest  of  us. 

Tharp,  a resident  of  Sebas- 
topol, is  a first  year  nursing  stu- 
dent at  East  Central  Community 
College,  a restaurant  owner 
and  manager,  a husband,  and 
a father  of  five  children.  As  you 
can  imagine,  the  demands  on  his 
time  are  great. 

"Every  moment  of  every  day 
is  spent  wisely.  Every  moment 
is  planned  out  to  try  to  juggle  it 
all,"  laughs  Tharp. 

The  son  of  a Delta  cotton 
farmer,  Tharp  spent  1 5 years  of 
his  life  as  a farmer  before  moving 
to  Sebastopol  in  1991 . In  the 
neighboring  town  of  Walnut 
Grove,  he  opened  his  restaurant, 
The  Fish  House,  where  he  also 
serves  as  the  manager. 

Why  did  the  42  year  old 
decide  to  return  to  school  and 
make  a complete  career  change? 

Tharp  credits  his  decision  to 
the  heart  attack  that  he  suffered 
three  years  ago. 

"The  heart  attack  led  to  a lot 
of  hospitalization  which  encour- 
aged me  to  go  into  nursing,"  he 
said. 

Tharp  said  he  viewed  the 
attack  much  like  the  proverbial 


saying  of  "looking  for  the  good  in 
the  bad." 

"If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
heart  attack,  I probably  would 
not  have  decided  to  go  into  nurs- 
ing." 

The  economy  also  played  a 
role  in  his  decision  as  he  sought 
a stable  field. 

A member  of  a mainly 
mechanical  and  farming-oriented 
family,  Tharp  will  only  be  the 
second  member  of  his  family  to 
receive  a college  degree.  He  has 
the  full  support  of  his  family. 

"My  parents  and  my  sisters 
were  very  supportive  of  my  deci- 
sion to  return  to  school,"  Tharp 
said.  "One  of  my  sisters  has  even 
helped  me  to  finance  my  educa- 
tion and  go  after  my  goals." 

Tharp  is  most  appreciative  of 
his  wife's  unending  support. 

"I  have  to  have  the  support  of 
my  wife,  Shay.  We  knew  when 
we  headed  into  it  we  knew  that 
we  would  have  to  make  it  work, 
and  she  has  supported  me  the 
entire  way,"  Tharp  said. 

After  completing  East  Cen- 
tral's Associate  Degree  Nursing 
program,  Tharp  plans  to  attend 
a senior  university  to  obtain  his 
Bachelor's  Degree  in  Nursing. 

He  recently  "survived"  his 
first  exam  and  is  anticipating  the 
beginning  of  clinicals  in  October. 

"I  am  looking  forward  to  clin- 
icals. I will  be  working  at  Laird 
Hospital  in  Union,"  said  Tharp. 

With  so  much  responsibility 
placed  upon  his  shoulders,  Tharp 


said  he  is  determined  to  com- 
plete his  degree. 

"I  completed  three  years  of 
college  in  business  but  never 
completed  my  fourth  year,  and  I 
have  always  wanted  my  degree," 
he  said. 

Tharp  also  hopes  that  his 
decision  to  complete  his  educa- 
tion will  motivate  his  children. 

He  said,  "If  anything  good 
comes  out  of  this,  I hope  that  my 
kids  will  see  what  I have  done 
and  that  it  will  help  them  make 
the  decision  to  go  far  in  life." 

Tharp's  primary  instructor, 


Teresa  Boykin,  says,  "Jackie  has 
been  an  excellent  student.  He 
has  been  an  encouragement  to 
the  other  students  because  of  his 
responsibilities  and  still  finding 
time  to  study." 

He  said,  "Keep  your  priorities 
right:  God,  family,  and  educa- 
tion. I always  look  back  and 
think,  'Why  did  I not  finish  this 
earlier?'  I encourage  students  to 
get  involved  in  their  education 
and  career  early  and  to  not  make 
the  same  mistakes  that  I did." 


East  Central  students  receive  MDOT  scholarships 


With  an  eye  toward  develop- 
ing a career  within  transportation 
industry,  East  Central  Community 
College  students  James  Patrick 
Burke  and  Miranda  Kay  Cooper 
have  received  scholarships  from 
the  Mississippi  Department  of 
Transportation  (MDOT)  and  the 
Mississippi  Transportation  Com- 
mission, announced  Commission 
Chairman  Dick  Hall. 

Burke,  a native  of  Little 
Rock,  said  his  interest  in  pursu- 
ing a degree  in  civil  engineer- 
ing was  sparked  by  his  father, 
Jerry  L.  Burke,  a 30-year  MDOT 
employee. 

"I  have  a strong  background 
in  math  and  science,  which  is  a 
must  for  this  field,"  Burke  said. 
"From  everything  I've  heard  and 
read  about  civil  engineering  and 
MDOT,  it  seems  a perfect  field 
for  me." 

Cooper,  a Morton  native,  also 
has  strong  ties  to  MDOT  and 
the  transportation  industry  and 
hopes  to  secure  a career  with  the 
transportation  department  after 
earning  a degree  in  accounting 
and/or  business. 

"Even  as  a four-year-old  sit- 
ting on  my  father's  knee,  I knew 
I wanted  to  travel  down  the 
MDOT  pathway  in  my  father's 


and  grandfather's  footsteps," 
Cooper  said.  Tim  L.  Cooper, 
Miranda's  father,  is  a 25-year 
career  employee  with  MDOT 
and  his  father,  Johnnie  Lee 
Cooper,  retired  with  41  V2  years 
of  service  in  highway  construc- 
tion. 

Hall  said  career  options  are 
"plentiful"  within  the  transporta- 
tion industry,  and  added  he  is 
"pleased"  the  scholarship  funds 
became  available  to  spark  inter- 
est among  students. 

The  scholarships,  which  pro- 
vide $1500  per  student,  became 
available  through  the  Southeast- 
ern Association  of  State  Highway 
and  Transportation  Officials,  a 
consortium  of  the  12  southeast- 
ern state  transportation  depart-  ■ 
ments. 

In  addition  to  academic 
requirements,  successful  schol- 
arship candidates  were  also 
required  to  demonstrate  strong 
civic  involvement. 

"We  wanted  to  know  that  stu- 
dents were  interested  in  seeing 
positive  changes  in  the  state,  and 
their  involvement  in  local  civic 
activities  demonstrates  that,"  Hall 
said.  "Both  Miss  Cooper  and  Mr. 
Burke  have  met  all  of  the  qualifi- 
cations for  this  scholarship." 


Bizarre  Scoring  Play  Helps 
Gulf  Coast  Defeat  Warriors 


A bizarre  scoring  play  in  the 
final  stanza  helped  propel  Mis- 
sissippi Gulf  Coast  Community 
College  to  a 33-17  decision  over 
East  Central  Community  College 
on  a mostly  rainy  Saturday  after- 
noon at  A.  L.  May  Stadium  on 
the  Perkinston  campus. 

With  about  eight  minutes 
remaining,  Gulf  Coast's  Christo- 
pher Symmes  of  St.  John  lined 
up  for  a 33-yard  field  goal  to 
extend  his  team's  1 9-1 7 lead, 
only  to  have  his  effort  blocked 
by  the  Warriors.  However,  the 
loose  pigskin  was  inadvertently 
touched  by  an  East  Central  player 
then  scooped  up  on  the  three- 
yard-line  by  Bulldog  defender 
Darryl  Thomas  of  Biloxi  who 
crossed  the  goal  line  for  the  easy 
score.  Gulf  Coast  would  later 
seal  the  South  Division  victory 
on  a 33-yard  touchdown  scam- 
per by  Matt  Fryfogal  of  George 
County  with  just  over  two  min- 
utes remaining. 

With  the  win,  Gulf  Coast 
improved  to  2-2  overall  and  1-1 
league  play,  while  East  Central 
fell  to  1-3  and  0-2.  East  Central 
will  be  looking  to  snap  its  three- 
game  losing  skid  by  hosting  divi- 
sion foe  Copiah-Lincoln  Com- 
munity College  for  Homecoming 
Saturday  afternoon.  Kickoff  is  set 
for  2:30  p.m.  at  Warrior  Stadium. 
The  Wolves  fell  to  2-2  overall 
and  1-1  in  the  division  following 
last  week's  36-7  loss  to  the  Jones 
County  Junior  College  Bobcats. 

The  Bulldogs  took  a 6-0  lead 
with  just  over  five  minutes  left 
in  the  opening  stanza  when  Fry- 
fogle  tallied  on  a three-yard  run, 
capping  a 73-yard  drive  that  took 
just  three  plays.  The  PAT  was 


blocked.  The  key  play  during  the 
march  was  a 70-yard  pass  play 
from  quarterback  Kalvin  Woods 
of  Pass  Christian  to  wide  receiver 
Brandon  Biggs  of  Moss  Point, 
which  gave  the  Bulldogs  posses- 
sion on  the  EC  three-yard-line. 

Gulf  Coast  extended  its  lead 
with  just  over  four  minutes  left 
before  halftime  on  a one-yard 
plunge  by  running  backTorey 
Staten  of  D'Iberville.  The  two- 
point  conversion  attempt  failed 
when  quarterback  Dwain  Ban- 
nister of  New  Orleans  misfired 
on  his  pass  to  wide  receiver 
Jason  Morgan  of  Long  Beach. 

The  short  scoring  drive  began  on 
the  EC  10-yard-line  and  was  set 
up  when  Warrior  punter  Mitch 
Myers  of  McLaurin  was  ruled 
down  after  his  knee  apparently 
touched  the  ground  while  trying 
to-handle  a low  snap. 

The  Warriors  found  the  end 
zone  on  their  next  possession 
when  freshman  wide  receiver 
Mario  Thomas  of  Forest  tallied 
on  1 0-yard  option  reverse  play 
with  1:28  remaining  before 
intermission.  Myers  kicked  the 
PAT  and  EC  trailed  12-7.  Key 
plays  during  the  six-play,  62 -yard 
scoring  drive  included  a 35-yard 
pass  completion  from  freshman 
quarterback  Terrell  Robinson  of 
Palatka,  Fla.,  to  freshman  tailback 
Elbert  Brown  of  Taylorsville,  and 
Robinson's  13-yard  run  to  the 
Gulf  Coast  14-yard-line. 

Following  gutsy  performances 
by  the  Gulf  Coast  and  East 
Central  bands  during  a steady 
downpour,  the  home  standing 
Bulldogs  took  the  second  half 
kickoff  and  marched  70  yards 
in  13  plays,  with  Woods  going 


Patrick  Burke  (center)  of  Little  Rock,  a freshman  at  East  Central 
Community  College,  recently  received  a $1,500  scholarship  from  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Transportation  (MDOT)  and  the  Mississippi 
Transportation  Commission.  Commission  Chairman  Dick  Hall  (left) 
made  the  presentation  during  a ceremony  on  the  Decatur  campus 
Also  pictured  is  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin. 


Miranda  Cooper  (center)  of  Morton,  a sophomore  at  East  Central 
Community  College,  recently  received  a $1,500  scholarship  from  the 
Mississippi  Department  of  Transportation  (MDOT)  and  the  Mississippi 
Transportation  Commission.  Commission  Chairman  Dick  Hall  (left) 
made  the  presentation  during  a ceremony  on  the  Decatur  campus 
Also  pictured  is  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin. 


the  final  yard  on  a running  play. 
Symmes  added  the  PAT  and  Gulf 
Coast  led  1 9-7. 

The  Warriors  closed  the  scor- 
ing gap  late  in  the  third  period 
when  Robinson  found  pay  dirt 
on  a 43-yard  scamper,  capping 
a 70-yard  march  that  took  just 
five  plays.  Myers'  PAT  brought 
the  Warriors  within  five  points  at 
19-14. 

Myers  added  a 26-yard  field 
goal  to  begin  fourth  quarter 
action  as  the  sun  was  finally 
beginning  to  shine  and  the  War- 
riors were  also  seeing  brighter 
moments.  A key  play  during 
the  march  included  Robinson's 
37-yard  strike  to  Thomas,  which 
gave  EC  possession  on  the  Bull- 
dog 1 7-yard-line. 

Gulf  Coast  was  unable  to 
move  on  their  next  possession, 
thanks  mainly  to  a standout 
defensive  performance  by  fresh- 
man linebacker  Kelvin  Horne  of 
Northeast  Lauderdale  who  regis- 
tered back-to-back  sacks  of  Bull- 
dog quarterback  Kalvin  Woods 
totaling  1 5 yards. 

The  Bulldogs  punted  on  fourth 
and  25  to  the  Warriors,  who  took 
possession  on  the  EC  24  with  9: 
36  remaining.  However,  EC  fum- 
bled on  the  first  play  from  scrim- 
mage, and  Gulf  Coast  regained 
possession.  The  Warrior  defense 
again  stiffened  and  forced  the 


Bulldogs  to  attempt  a 33-yard 
field  goal.  The  result  proved 
disastrous  for  East  Central,  who 
blocked  the  field  goal  only  to 
have  the  loose  pigskin  touched 
by  a Warrior  and  returned  three 
yards  by  the  Bulldogs'  Darryl 
Thomas  for  the  score.  East  Cen- 
tral was  unable  to  muster  much 
offense  following  the  Bulldog 
touchdown,  and  Gulf  Coast 
added  a late  tally  on  Fryfogle's 
33-yard  run  to  clinch  the  win. 

STATISTICS 

East  Central  had  190  yards 
rushing  and  1 63  passing  for 
a 353  total.  Terrell  Robinson 
had  1 3 rushes  for  66  yards  and 
one  touchdown.  Robinson  also 
completed  1 0 of  15  passes  for 
163  yards.  Mario  Thomas  had 
two  rushes  for  1 8 yards  and 
one  score.  Thomas  also  had 
three  receptions  for  66  yards. 
Linebacker  Sed  Eichelberger 
of  Noxapater  led  the  Warrior 
defense  with  14  tackles  and  two 
assists.  Linebacker  Kelvin  Horne 
of  Northeast  Lauderdale  had  1 3 
tackles,  two  assists,  and  had  two 
quarterback  sacks.  Gulf  Coast 
had  163  yards  rushing  and  150 
passing  for  a 313  total. 
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Joanne  Stevens  Scholarship 
established  at  East  Central 


Former  ECCC  staff  member  loses  battle  with  cancer 


Carucci 


Sister  Micaela  Carucci,  who 
was  known  as  Cathy  Carucci 
to  her  friends  and  former 
co-workers  at  East  Central 
Community  College,  lost  her 
battle  with  cancer  on  September 
5,  2003,  at  Holy  Angels  Convent 
in  Jonesboro,  Arkansas. 

Rosary  and  visitation  for 
Carucci,  48,  a former  assistant  in 
the  ECCC  Financial  Aid  office, 
was  held  Sunday,  September  7 
at  the  Convent.  Mass  of  Chris- 
tian Burial  was  celebrated 
Monday,  September  8 in  Holy 
Angels  Chapel.  Burial  was  in  Mt. 
Olive  Cemetery  at  Holy  Angels 
Convent  with  Emerson  Funeral 
Hprne  of  Jonesboro  in  charge 
of  arrangements.  Knights  of 
Columbus  of  Blessed  Sacrament 


Church  in  Jonesboro  served  as 
active  pallbearers.  A memorial 
service  for  Sister  Micaela  will 
be  held  at  St.  Anne's  Catholic 
Church  in  Newton  at  a later 
date. 

Brenda  Carson,  Director  of 
Financial  Aid  at  the  College, 
described  Sister  Micaela  as  a 
"special  person,  who  was  kind, 
gentle,  humble  and  a model 
employee." 

Sister  Micaela  entered  the 
Holy  Angels  Covent  in  July 
2002,  and  during  her  novitiate 
year  was  allowed  to  make  her 
Profession  ofVows  early  on  July 
27,  2003,  due  to  her  illness. 

The  ceremony  was  obviously 
a bittersweet  experience  for  the 
Newton  native. 

"I  am  excited  because  I am 
saying  my  vows,  but  they  are 
my  final  vows  because  of  my 
cancer,"  said  Sister  Micaela  in  an 
article  by  Guy  Lancaster  appear- 
ing in  The  Arkansas  Catholic  on 
August  1 6,  2003.  "I  truly  am 
excited  more  than  anything  else 
though,  and  I want  people  to 
know  that.  This  is  an  exciting 
day  for  me  - a once-in-a-lifetime 
event." 

She  further  stated,  " The  com- 
munity welcomed  me  with  open 
arms.  They  loved  me,  cared  for 
me  and  have  taken  care  of  me. 
The  sisters  have  made  sure  that 
I get  the  best  medical  care  pos- 


sible." 

Sister  Judith  Dalesandro, 

OSB,  made  the  following  com- 
ment about  Sister  Micaela  fol- 
lowing the  ceremony: 

"She  has  been  an  inspiration 
to  us  all.  Despite  being  sick, 
she  has  been  involved  in  com- 
munity activities.  Sister  Micaela 
is  the  first  person  I've  worked 
with  as  vocations  director  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end,  and  it's 
been  wonderful  working  with 
her." 

Sister  Micaela  was  diag- 
nosed with  cancer  two  months 
after  she  joined  the  Order  of 
Saint  Benedict  as  a postulant 
in  June  2002,  according  to  the 
news  article.  She  soon  began  a 
regimen  of  radiation  and  chemo- 
therapy. On  February  10,  2003, 
she  became  a novice,  taking  the 
name  Micaela  in  honor  of  the 
Mexican  martyr  Blessed  Miguel 
Pro,  who  was  killed  in  1927 
during  the  Mexican  Revolution. 
Micaela  is  the  feminine  form  of 
Miguel. 

Sister  Micaela  was  born 
Cathy  Dianne  Carucci  in 
Newton,  MS  on  September  4, 
1955,  to  James  V.  and  Bonnie 
(Rowzee)  Carucci.  Among 
survivors  are  her  father,  James 
Carucci,  and  her  brother,  Joe 
Carucci,  both  of  Newton;  her 
sister-in-law,  Kathleen;  and 
nieces  Anna  and  Libby. 


Sister  Micaela  attended  the 
University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi, earning  a Bachelor  of  Arts 
degree  in  Latin  American  Studies 
and  Spanish.  She  also  earned  a 
Master  of  Arts  degree  from  USM 
in  Latin  American  Studies  with 
a history  emphasis.  She  nearly 
completed  a Master's  in  Theo- 
logical Studies  at  Spring  Hill 
College  in  Mobile,  Alabama. 

She  was  active  in  many  dif- 
ferent fields:  Scripture  Studies, 
Newman  Center,  and  served 
as  parish  and  mission  church 
organist  and  sacristan.  She 
served  a number  of  years  in 
Saltillo,  Mexico,  teaching  Eng- 
lish and  serving  as  a translator, 
distributing  food,  clothes  and 
medicine,  and  working  at  a 
Catholic  Charities  Rehab  Center 
and  assisting  others  in  crossing 
the  U.S.  border  in  Loredo,  Texas. 
She  later  served  as  Director  of 
International  Student  Affairs  at 
the  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi. She  also  worked  at 
Loyola  University,  where  she 
assisted  international  students 
and  traveled  to  Panama,  Mexico, 
Costa  Rica  and  Puerto  Rico  to 
recruit  foreign  students. 

Memorial  gifts  may  be  sent 
to  Holy  Angels  Convent,  P.  O. 
Drawer  1 30,  Jonesboro,  Arkan- 
sas 72403.  Plans  are  to  build  a 
screen  porch  at  the  Convent  in 
memory  of  Sister  Micaela. 
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He  began  his  career  in  education 
as  a classroom  teacher  at  House 
Junior  High  School  in  Neshoba 
County. 

He  is  a past  president,  former 
parliamentarian  and  regional 
representative  of  the  National 
Association  of  State  Coordina- 
tors Compensatory  Education 
(NASCCE).  He  also  received  two 
service  awards  from  NASCCE, 
as  well  as  two  service  awards 
from  the  Office  of  Compensatory 
Education  of  the  United  States 
Department  of  Education. 

In  addition,  Dr.  Matthews 
received  a National  Performance 
Review  Award  presented  by  Vice 
President  Al  Gore,  on  behalf 
of  his  work  as  a member  of  the 
National  Task  Force  for  Develop- 
ment of  Cooperative  Adult  Reso- 
lution and  Oversight  Initiative  for 
the  Office  of  Inspector  General, 
United  States  Department  of  Edu- 
cation. 

In  1997,  Dr.  Matthews  was 
selected  Regional  Alumnus  of 
the  Year  by  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  international  honor  society 
for  the  two-year  college,  and 
received  a Distinguished  Service 
Award  from  ECCC's  Theta  Xi 
chapter  the  same  year.  He  was 
presented  the  Dr.  Shelby  Harris 
Phi  Theta  Kappa  Alumni  Award 
in  2000. 

Matthews  holds  an  associate 
of  arts  degree  in  liberal  arts  from 
ECCC,  a bachelor  of  science 
degree  in  history  and  a doctor  of 
educational  administration  and 
supervision,  both  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi, 
and  a master  of  education  degree 
in  mathematics  from  Mississippi 
College. 

Dear  has  served  as  an  instruc- 
tor in  the  College's  Associate 
Degree  Nursing  program  since 
1998.  She  also  sponsors  ASNEC, 
the  ADN  student  nurse  organiza- 
tion. 

Prior  to  joining  the  ECCC 
faculty,  Dear  served  as  a staff 
nurse  and  family  nurse  practitio- 
ner at  Riley  Memorial  Hospital 
in  Meridian.  She  also  served  a 
year  as  an  instructor  at  Meridian 
Community  College. 

In  addition  to  her  ECCC 
responsibilities,  Dear  serves 
as  vice  president  of  the  local 
chapter  of  the  Mississippi 
Nurses  Association.  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  American  Nurses 
Association,  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Nursing  Fellowship,  and 
Sigma  Theta  Tau. 

Among  honors  she  has 
received  include  her  selection  as 
an  International  Health  Profes- 
sional for  2003.  She  was  selected 
Mississippi  Association  of  Nurses 
Advisor  of  the  Year  for  2002,  and 
was  chosen  the  Association's  Dis- 
trict Five  Nurse  of  the  Year  during 
the  same  period.  She  was  named 
MNA  District  15  Nurse  Educa- 
tor in  2001 . In  addition,  she  was 
selected  to  Who's  Who  in  Ameri- 
can Nursing,  Who's  Who  in 
American  Colleges  and  Universi- 
ties, Who's  Who  in  Medicine  and 
Healthcare,  Millenium  Edition, 


and  Who's  Who  in  America. 

Dear  holds  an  associate's 
degree  in  nursing  from  Merid- 
ian Community  College  and  has 
a bachelor's  degree  in  nursing 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center.  She  received  a 
master's  degree  in  nursing  from 
Mississippi  University  for  Women 
and  later  became  a certified 
Family  Nurse  Practitioner.  She 
also  received  certification  in 
Advanced  Cardiac  Life  Support, 
Pediatric  Advanced  Life  Support, 
Basic  Life  Support  and  Adult 
Critical  Care  Nursing. 

She  is  married  toTalmadge 
Dear  of  Hickory,  who  is  an  elec- 
trician for  Ratcliff  Electrical  Ser- 
vices. They  have  two  sons,  Billy, 
who  is  also  an  electrician  and 
works  with  his  father,  and  Ben, 
who  is  in  physical  therapy  school 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi 
Medical  Center. 

Buckman  joined  the  ECCC 
faculty  in  1995.  She  previously 
taught  allied  health  courses  at 
the  Jasper  County  Career  Devel- 
opment Center,  and  is  a former 
staff  nurse  at  Jasper  County  Gen- 
eral Hospital  and  Home  Health 
in  Bay  Springs. 

She  serves  as  president- 
elect for  the  Mississippi  Health 
Occupations  Educators  and 
was  named  Mississippi  HOSA 
(Health  Occupation  Students  of 
America)  Post-Secondary  Advisor 
of  the  Year  in  2002.  She  serves  as 
an  advisor  for  the  ECCC  HOSA 
organization  and  is  a post-sec- 
ondary consultant  on  the  Missis- 
sippi HOSA  Executive  Board. 

Buckman  is  a member  of  the 
National  Association  for  Career 
and  Technical  Education,  the 
Mississippi  Association  for  Career 
and  Technical  Education,  the 
Mississippi  Faculty  Association 
for  Community  and  Junior  Col- 
leges, and  the  ECCC  Administra- 
tion, Faculty  and  Staff  Associa- 
tion. 

A graduate  of  Germantown 
(TN)  High  School,  Buckman 
received  an  associate's  degree 
in  nursing  from  Meridian  Com- 
munity College  and  earned  a 
bachelor's  degree  in  nursing  from 
the  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi. 

She  has  two  daughters.  Ashley 
is  a sophomore  at  ECCC  and 
serves  as  head  cheerleader,  and 
Kelsey  is  an  eighth-grader  at  Hei- 
delberg Academy. 

Baker  was  a standout  t rack 
team  member  at  East  Central 
Community  College  and  Missis- 
sippi College. 

At  East  Central,  Baker  was 
basically  on  his  own  with  his 
track  endeavors,  as  the  College 
did  not  field  a track  team.  But 
not  having  a coach  or  teammates 
was  no  obstacle  for  Baker,  as 
the  Louisville  native  won  honors 
at  the  state  meet  his  freshman 
and  sophomore  years.  He  tied 
for  first  place  in  the  pole  vault 
competition  as  a freshman,  and 
finished  runner-up  in  both  the 
pole  vault  and  broad  jump  the 
following  season. 


Baker  continued  his  track 
career  at  Mississippi  College,  and 
it  was  during  this  period  that  he 
found  the  most  success. 

Due  to  back  problems,  he 
had  to  forego  pole  vaulting  and 
concentrate  mostly  on  running. 
He  was  captain  of  the  1 958 
team,  and  won  28  first-place 
awards  competing  in  the  100-, 
220-and  440-yard  dashes.  He 
also  participated  in  the  broad 
jump  and  high  jump,  and  ran 
anchor  leg  in  the  440-yard  run 
and  mile  relay.  The  MC  tracksters 
sported  a 7-1  record  in  dual 
meets  that  year  and  claimed  the 
Southwestern  Conference  Indi- 
vidual team  trophy. 

He  also  captained  the  1 959 
team  and  participated  in  the 
same  categories  the  previous 
year,  winning  32  first-place 
awards  in  nine  meets.  He  also 
set  school  records  of  39  V2  points 
in  one  meet,  and  established  a 
school  season  record  of  255  V2 
points.  The  1 959  team  posted  an 
8-1  mark  with  wins  over  three 
Southeastern  Conference  teams. 
That  year  MC  also  won  the  Bir- 
mingham and  Southwestern  Con- 
ference invitational  meets. 

The  highlight  of  Baker's  career 
came  in  1959  when  he  captured 
the  Southern  AAU  Championship 
in  the  220-yard  dash  with  a time 
of  21 .3  seconds.  He  also  set  a 
record  in  the  broad  jump. 

Baker  was  also  a track  stand- 
out at  Louisville  High  School, 
where  he  was  credited  with 
helping  establish  the  school's 
first  track  team.  A three-year  let- 
terman,  Baker  participated  in 
the  pole  vault,  broad  jump,  high 
jump,  and  the  100-and  200-yard 
dashes.  He  won  conference,  dis- 
trict and  North  Mississippi  cham- 
pionships for  three  straight  years, 
and  went  to  the  state  finals  all 
three  seasons,  finishing  runner- 
up  in  the  pole  vault  competition 
each  year. 

Baker,  who  majored  in  art  at 
Mississippi  College,  followed  his 
success  as  an  athlete  with  a suc- 
cessful career  as  a commercial 
artist  in  Jackson  and  Memphis. 

He  was  also  an  accomplished 
painter,  sketch  artist  and  poet.  He 
was  a partner  in  the  advertising 
agency  Maris,  West  and  Baker  in 
Jackson,  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  1972  at  age  37. 

Baker  was  married  to  the 
former  Lena  Frances  McGee  of 
Chunky,  also  an  ECCC  alum- 
nus. She  is  now  married  to  Bob 
Higdon  and  teaches  school  in 
Jackson. 

Baker  had  three  sons  - 
Anthony  Ames,  Philip  Martin  and 
Gordon  Patrick.  Anthony,  who 
is  deceased,  was  an  investment 
broker  in  Houston,  Texas.  Phil  is 
a political  campaign  consultant 
in  Winter  Park,  Florida,  and  has 
a son,  Patrick.  Gordon  is  a sports 
marketing  representative  and 
lives  in  Plano,  Texas,  with  his 
wife,  Karem  and  daughter,  Marta 
Isabelle. 

Borganelli  was  a standout 
basketball  player  on  Coach  Betty 


Short's  1945-46  and  1946-47 
Warriorette  squads,  serving  as 
team  co-captain  her  sophomore 
year.  She  came  to  East  Central 
following  a stellar  career  at 
Decatur  High  School,  where  she 
was  a three-year  letter-winner. 

In  the  spring  of  1 949,  soon 
after  receiving  a bachelor's 
degree  in  education  from  the 
University  of  Mississippi,  Borgan- 
elli was  selected  girls'  basketball 
coach  at  Shaw  High  School.  She 
led  the  program  for  two  seasons, 
and  guided  the  1 950-51  squad  to 
the  B-BB  Boliver  Championship. 

In  addition  to  her  tenure  at 
Shaw,  Borganelli  taught  in  the 
Jackson  and  Greenville  public 
school  systems.  She  also  was 
credited  with  helping  to  reinstate 
physical  education  classes  in  the 
Greenville  Elementary  School 
curriculum. 

After  serving  a decade  in  the 
classroom,  Borganelli  retired  to 
assist  her  husband,  S.  J.  Borgan- 
elli, who  was  in  the  battery  busi- 
ness and  later  became  owner  of 
Astor  Oil  Company. 

Mrs.  Borganelli  has  also  been 
involved  in  various  civic  and 
community  activities  throughout 
her  life.  Retired  since  1992,  she 
and  her  husband  spend  most  of 
their  time  traveling  and  being 
with  their  family. 

They  have  five  grown  chil- 
dren. Mark  is  a cardiologist  with 
specialties  of  cardiovascular  dis- 
eases and  cardiac  electro  physi- 
ology. He  and  his  wife,  Wanda, 
have  two  children,  Ali  and 
Chase,  and  reside  in  Pensacola, 
Fla.  Greg  is  a dentist  specializing 
in  children's  dentistry.  He  and  his 
wife,  Suzanne,  live  in  Lake  City, 
Fla.  Sanci  is  a retired  executive 
and  assists  her  husband,  Tom 
Ledwidge,  who  has  a State  Farm 
Insurance  Agency  in  Miami  Lake, 
Fla.  They  have  two  children, 
Tommy  and  Max.  Bart  serves  as 
vice  president  in  the  cash  man- 
agement division  at  Bancorp 
South  in  Hattiesburg.  He  has 
a daughter,  Alexis.  Neal  is  an 
account  executive  with  the  Cytic 
Corporation  in  Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  Boxborough,  MA. 

Keeton  was  a standout  offen- 
sive and  defensive  lineman  on 
the  1963  and  1964  Warrior 
football  teams,  who  were  led  by 
head  coach  Dan  Chatwood. 

Among  honors  Keeton 
received  included  his  selection 
as  most  valuable  lineman  in 
1964  by  the  Mississippi  Junior 
College  Athletic  Association.  He 
was  also  named  first-team  All- 
State  and  was  chosen  team  cap- 
tain by  his  fellow  Warriors. 

Keeton  continued  his  athletic 
career  at  Delta  State  University, 
where  he  was  a two-year  starter 
as  an  offensive  and  defensive 
lineman.  He  helped  lead  the 
Statesmen  to  an  8-1  record  his 
senior  year  and  received  the 
sportsmanship  trophy.  He  also 
served  as  president  of  the  Fellow- 
ship of  Christian  Athletes  at  DSU. 

Keeton  is  also  a former  stand- 
out at  Morton  High  School, 


Stevens 


A scholarship  in  memory 
of  a longtime  educator  in 
Scott  County  was  among  items 
approved  at  the  September 
member  of  the  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  Board  ofTrustees. 

The  Joanne  Stevens  Scholar- 
ship Award  was  established  in 
August  2003  by  W.  H.  Stevens 
of  Forest  in  memory  of  his  wife, 
Mary  Joanne  Conyers  Stevens,  a 
former  principal  and  teacher  at 
Morton  Elementary  School.  The 
school's  first  grade  building  is 
named  in  her  honor. 

Mrs.  Stevens  received  a mas- 
ter's degree  in  education  from 
Mississippi  State  University  and 
held  a bachelor's  degree  in  edu- 
cation from  Mississippi  College. 
She  also  attended  Ohio  State 
University.  She  was  a graduate  of 
Lancaster  (Ohio)  High  School. 


where  he  received  All-Little  Dixie 
Conference  honors. 

After  receiving  a bachelor's 
degree  in  health  and  physical 
education  at  DSU,  Keeton  began 
his  career  in  public  education, 
which  spanned  27  years.  He 
served  as  assistant  head  football 
coach  and  head  baseball  coach 
at  Greenwood  High  School  from 
1 968-72;  was  assistant  football 
coach,  baseball  coach  and  track 
coach  at  Morton  High  School 
from  1 972-80;  served  as  head 
football  coach  at  Durant  High 
School  in  1980;  was  coordina- 
tor of  CETA  programs  at  Holmes 
Community  College  in  1981; 
served  as  assistant  principal 
and  teacher  at  Rosa  Scott  High 
School  in  1982;  was  head  foot- 
ball coach  and  assistant  principal 
at  Stringer  High  School  from 
1983-85;  served  as  principal  of 
Bay  Springs  Middle  School  from 
1985-90;  and  served  as  principal 
at  Taylorsville  High  School  from 
1990-95.  He  was  in  private  busi- 
ness from  1 995-99  and  returned 
to  the  field  of  education  in  1 999 
at  Choctaw  Central  High  School 
where  he  continues  to  serve  as 
science  instructor. 

Highlights  of  his  coaching 
career  include  winning  the  North 
Big  Eight  Conference  champion- 
ship and  a bowl  game  while  at 
Greenwood,  followed  by  a North 
Little  Dixie  Conference  title 
captured  at  Morton.  Taylorsville 
claimed  two  state  football  cham- 
pionships while  Keeton  served  as 
high  school  principal. 

Keeton  is  a member  of  the 
Mississippi  Association  of  School 
Principals,  the  National  Associa- 
tion of  School  Principals,  and 
the  Mississippi  Association  of 
Coaches. 

He  is  married  to  the  former 
Kaye  Payne  of  Pelahatchie,  who 
serves  as  Adult  Basic  Education 
director  at  Jones  County  Junior 
College.  They  have  two  daugh- 
ters and  two  sons.  Kim  teaches 
school  at  Stringer  and  is  married 
to  James  Ray,  a coach  at  Taylors- 
ville. The  Rays  have  two  children, 
Fisher  and  Olivia.  Richelle  is  an 
admissions  counselor  at  Troy 
State  and  is  married  to  Billy 
Jefcoat,  who  is  also  employed 
at  Troy  State  and  serves  as  bas- 
ketball coach.  They  have  a son, 
Press.  Ryan  is  a physical  educa- 
tion teacher/coach  for  Forrest 
County  Schools.  Chase  is  a fresh- 
man at  JCJC  and  a member  of  the 
Bobcat  baseball  team. 

Killens  had  a stellar  career  at 
quarterback  as  a member  of  the 
1 977  and  1 978  Warrior  squads, 
directed  by  head  coach  Ken 
Pouncey. 

He  especially  enjoyed  success 
during  his  sophomore  season, 
as  he  led  the  Warriors  to  a 6-3-1 
record,  which  included  a 21-16 
upset  of  the  undefeated  Jones 
County  Junior  College  Bobcats, 
who  were  ranked  third  in  the 
nation  prior  to  the  season-ending 
match-up. 

Killens  received  All-State  and 
All-Star  honors  following  the 


Candidates  for  the  Joanne 
Stevens  Scholarship  Award  must 
meet  the  following  criteria: 

(1 ) Be  a graduate  of  Morton 
High  School; 

(2)  Have  a need  for  financial 
assistance; 

(3)  Have  a strong  desire  to 
pursue  a degree  in  Elementary 
Education  (first  preference);  Sec- 
ondary Education  (second  prefer- 
ence); or  Pre-Bachelor  of  Science 
in  Nursing  (third  preference); 

(4)  Enroll  as  a full-time  stu- 
dent at  East  Central  Community 
College; 

(5)  Have  a high  school  grade 
point  average  of  3.0  or  above  on 
a 4.0  scale; 

and 

(6)  Have  Christian  moral  stan- 
dards of  good  character,  have 
the  potential  for  leadership  and 
academic  excellence  with  no 
incidents  of  misconduct,  and 
have  a good  record  of  school 
attendance. 

Each  scholarship  recipient 
will  be  selected  by  the  student's 
teachers, 

principal  and  counselors  at 
Morton  High  School.  The  award 
will  be  in  the  amount  of  $1 ,000 
($500  for  the  fall  and  spring 
semesters).  Scholarship  funds 
will  be  sent  to  ECCC  and  admin- 
istered to  the  award  recipient  as 
needed  each  semester. 

The  first  recipient  of  The 
Joanne  Stevens  Scholarship 
Award  will  be  recognized  at 
the  2004  Morton  High  School 
Awards  Day  program. 


1 978  campaign.  He  was  also 
selected  permanent  team  captain 
and  was  chosen  the  Warriors' 
most  valuable  offensive  back. 

In  addition  to  playing  foot- 
ball, Killens  was  a member  of  the 
Warrior  baseball  team  his  fresh- 
man season. 

Killens  continued  his  athletic 
career  at  Delta  State  University, 
where  he  was  a two-year  letter- 
man. 

He  is  also  a former  standout 
at  Union  High  School,  letter- 
ing four  years  in  basketball  and 
baseball,  and  three  years  in  foot- 
ball. He  received  All-Choctaw 
Conference  honors  in  basketball 
for  three  years  and  was  an  All- 
Conference  performer  in  football 
for  two  seasons.  He  twice  made 
All-District  teams  in  basketball, 
and  was  a two-time  recipient  of 
Union's  most  valuable  player  in 
football  and  basketball.  In  addi- 
tion, he  received  the  Dewayne 
Killens  Memorial  Award. 

Killens  is  general  manager  of 
Killens  Chevrolet,  Oldsmobile 
and  Pontiac,  Inc.  in  Newton. 
Among  highlights  of  his  career 
include  qualifying  as  a member 
of  the  Legion  of  Leaders  Sales 
Performance  Group  with  Chev- 
rolet Motor  Company,  and  being 
selected  as  a member  of  the 
Chevrolet  Truck  Sales  Honor 
Club. 

Killens  is  involved  in  various 
community  activities  and  cur- 
rently serves  as  president  of  the 
ECCC  Warrior  Club,  an  organiza- 
tion that  provides  financial  assis- 
tance to  the  College's  athletic 
programs. 

He  and  his  wife  Kay  live  in 
Newton.  They  have  a son,  Blake 
Revette,  an  ECCC  graduate  who 
is  currently  a junior  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi. 

PRE-HOMECOMING  ACTIVITIES 

A reception  to  showcase  pho- 
tography of  ECCC  alumna  Ann 
Hunter  Burkes  of  Decatur  will 
be  held  from  6:30  to  9:30  p.m. 
Thursday,  October  2 in  the  Vick- 
ers Fine  Arts  Center.  Admission 
is  free  and  refreshments  will  be 
served. 

Former  members  of  the  War- 
rior soccer  team  will  hold  their 
first  annual  Alumni  Soccer  Match 
beginning  at  4 p.m.  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 3,  on  the  College's  soccer 
field.  Contact  soccer  coach  Ken- 
neth Thompson  (ext.  370)  for 
more  information 

For  more  information  about 
Homecoming  2003  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College,  contact 
the  Office  of  Foundation  and 
Alumni  Relations,  Phone  635- 
2111  or  call  toll  free,  1 -877- 
462-3222,  ext.  327.  The  email 
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2003-04  ECCC  Ac'cents 

Members  of  the  Ac'cents,  East  Central  Community  College's  show 
choir,  for  2003-04  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Victoria  Loper,  Mary 
Lois  Thomas  and  Kristen  Hedrick,  all  of  Decatur;  and  Amy  Chamblee 
of  Carthage;  (second  row,  from  left)  Steven  Irby  of  Meridian,  Katie 
Ford  of  Newton  and  Dinah  Lachney  of  Decatur;  (third  row,  from  left) 
Sam  McDill  of  Decatur,  Luke  Howell  of  Little  Rock,  Shelby  Anderson 
of  Raleigh  and  Chris  Moody  of  Nanih  Waiya;  and  (back  row,  from 
left)  Damein  Wash  of  Hickory,  Johnny  Jones  of  Newton  and  Adam 
McAdory  of  Louisville.  Vicki  Blaylock  serves  as  director.  The  Ac'cents 
recently  performed  at  the  Lamplighter  Conference  hosted  by  East 
Central  Community  College  and  held  at  the  Golden  Moon  Casino 
in  Choctaw,  MS.  They  are  currently  preparing  for  their  fall  campus 
concert  scheduled  at  7 p.m.  December  2 in  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center 
Auditorium. 


The  weekend  of  September 
12-13,  East  Central's  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  chapter,  Theta  Xi,  hosted 
the  annual  Regional  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  Leadership  Conference. 

Phi  Theta  Kappa  members  from 
chapters  across  the  state  of  Mis- 
sissippi and  Louisiana  traveled 
to  East  Central  to  attend  the  con- 
ference, which  boasted  record 
attendance. 

"We  had  a record  attendance 
of  1 57  officers  and  advisors," 
said  Christy  Ferguson,  Theta  Xi 
advisor.  "The  Theta  Xi  officers 
had  the  opportunity  to  demon- 
strate great  leadership  skills.  I 
appreciate  the  hard  work  that 
each  officer  put  in  to  make  the 
conference  a success." 

Entertainment  during  the  reg- 
istration process  was  provided 
by  Hillcrest,  a band  composed 
of  East  Central  students,  and  was 
greatly  enjoyed  by  the  students. 
Some  even  began  to  dance  to  the 
music  while  in  the  mall  area. 

Students  and  advisors  then 
enjoyed  a supper  provided  by  the 
cafeteria  before  making  their  way 
to  the  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center 
for  the  first  general  session.  The 


key-note  speaker  was  ECCC's 
own  Ovid  Vickers  who  regaled 
students  with  memories  and  tales 
from  his  past  years  of  teaching 
and  the  important  role  that  com- 
munity colleges  play  in  commu- 
nities and  students'  lives. 

Representatives  from  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  International  Head- 
quarters in  Jackson,  MS,  Garon 
Tate  and  Dana  van  Demen,  also 
spoke  about  new  incentives  and 
programs  of  the  Honors  Study 
Topic  - Dimensions  and  Direc- 
tions of  Health:  Choices  in  the 
Maze. 

The  new  regional  officers  for 
the  upcoming  year  were  also 
formerly  recognized,  including 
East  Central  student  Ashley  Flem- 
ing who  will  be  serving  as  the 
region's  Historian. 

On  Saturday  morning,  stu- 
dents and  advisors  attended 
the  second  general  session  that 
featured  more  news  from  Head- 
quarters before  being  broken  into 
groups  for  workshops.  They  also 
had  the  opportunity  to  listen  to 
Mrs.  Tina  Harris's,  one  of  ECCC's 
own  staff  members,  personal 
story  of  the  horrors  of  cancer 
and  the  effects  that  it  has  had  on 
her  own  life.  Students  were  then 
divided  according  to  the  office 
they  held  in  their  respective 


Theta  Xi  members  participating  in  the  MS/LA  Regional  Confer- 
ence included  (from  left)  advisers  Christy  Ferguson  and  Debbie  Boyd; 
Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton,  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur,  Ashley  Fleming 
of  Philadelphia,  Elizabeth  Kirk  of  Philadelphia,  Audra  Myers,  Chris 
Moody  and  Adam  McAdory,  all  of  Louisville;  Allen  Davis  of  ???  and 
Ricky  Harrison,  adviser. 


chapters  and  discussed  ways  to 
better  serve  their  chapters,  col- 
leges, and  communities. 

Both  Theta  Xi  officers  and 
their  advisors  hailed  the  confer- 
ence as  a success. 

"The  Leadership  Conference 
was  a great  way  to  fellowship 
with  other  Phi  Theta  Kappa  chap- 
ters and  to  learn  more  about  the 
Honors  Study  Topic,"  said  Jenni- 
fer Carson,  Theta  Xi  Reporter. 

"I  enjoyed  getting  to  meet 


everyone  from  all  the  other  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  chapters  and  the 
opportunity  to  get  to  see  friends 
that  I met  at  other  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  events,"  commented 
Ashley  Fleming,  Theta  Xi  Histo- 
rian.. 

Allen  Davis,  Theta  Xi  Vice 
President  of  Service,  also  enjoyed 
the  conference.  "It  was  cool," 
laughed  Davis. 


Hitt  Memorial  Scholarship  established  at  East  Central  Community  College 


A scholarship  in  memory  of 
Jeff  Hitt  and  his  sister,  Kathy  Hitt, 
was  among  items  approved  at 
the  September  meeting  of  the 
East  Central  Community  College 
Board  of  Trustees. 

Family  members  and  in-laws 
established  The  Jeffrey  G.  and 
Kathy  L.  Hitt  in  their  memory  and 
Jeff's  "devotion  to  Christ,  educa- 
tion and  personal  success." 

Jeff  Hitt,  who  served  the  past 
year  as  the  College's  Work-Based 
Learning  Coordinator,  died  at  age 
31  of  sudden  death  syndrome  on 
August  15,  2003.  Kathy  Hitt  died 
when  she  was  a child. 

Jeff  was  a lifelong  resident 
of  Union.  He  graduated  with 
honors  from  Union  High  School, 
ECCC,  The  University  of  Missis- 
sippi and  Mississippi  State  Uni- 
versity. 


Jeff  began  his  career  in  educa- 
tion at  Union  High  School  and 
was  later  employed  at  Newton 
County  Alternative  School  prior 
to  joining  the  ECCC  staff  in  2002. 
In  addition  to  serving  as  Work- 
Based  Learning  Coordinator,  Jeff 
served  as  a recruiter  for  the  Col- 
lege. 

He  also  served  as  co-sponsor 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Christian 
Athletes  at  ECCC  and  was  trea- 
surer of  the  ECCC  Administra- 
tion, Faculty  and  Staff  Associa- 
tion. He  was  a member  of  the 
Mississippi  Faculty  and  Staff 
Association  for  Community  Col- 
leges, the  Newton  County  Ole 
Miss  Alumni  Association  and  the 
ECCC  Alumni  Association. 

Candidates  for  the  Hitt  Schol- 
arship must  meet  the  following 
criteria: 


Jeff  Hitt 

(1)  Enroll  full-time  at  ECCC 
the  semester  after  graduating 
from  high  school  and  be  com- 
mitted to  earning  an  associate 


Kathy  Hitt 

degree  (with  plans  to  continue 
studies  for  a bachelor's  degree)  or 
a vocational-technical  degree  or 
certificate; 


(2)  Reside  in  the  five-county 
district  and  be  a legal  resident  of 
the  state  of 

Mississippi; 

(3)  Have  a 3.0  GPA  on  all 
high  school  classes  and  maintain 
a 2.5  GPA  on  all 

ECCC  classes  to  continue  receiv- 
ing the  scholarship; 

(4)  Have  earned  nine  hours 
after  the  first  semester  of  fresh- 
man year  to  continue  receiving 
the  scholarship  the  following 
semester,  and  earn  a cumula- 
tive 21  hours  during  the  second 
semester  to  be  eligible  for  two 
additional  semesters; 

(5)  Have  an  ACT  composite 
score  of  1 8; 

(6)  Be  active  in  a church; 

(7)  Be  an  active  leader  in 
school  and/or  civic  organizations 
(or  work  experience); 
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(8)  Demonstrate  need  of 
financial  assistance  on  a current 
student  federal 

financial  aid  form;  and 

(9)  Provide  letters  of  recom- 
mendation from  his/her  high 
school  principal 

and  pastor  of  his/her  church. 

The  amount  of  the  scholar- 
ship award  will  be  based  upon 
earnings  from  the  endowment 
corpus  and  will  be  awarded  for 
two  semesters.  The  ECCC  Schol- 
arship Committee  will  select 
scholarship  recipients. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Office  of  the  Vice  President 
for  Student  Services,  East  Central 
Community  College,  P.  O.  Box 
129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  Phone 
635-211 1 or  call  loll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  375.  The  email 
address  is  jkillens@eccc.edu. 
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The  buck  stops  here. 


( 


The  Department  of  Student  Financial  Aid  and  Scholarships 
provides  a list  of  financial  resources  at  www.sfa.msstate.edu. 
To  qualify  for  the  Phi  Theta  Kappa  transfer  student  scholarship, 
you  must  be  a current  community  college  student  and  apply  for 
the  spring  2004  semester  at  Mississippi  State  by  November  1, 
2003.  And,  remember  you  are  required  to  submit  the  school 
certification  form  by  November  10,  2003.  Please  call  the 
Office  of  Enrollment  Services  if  you  have  questions. 
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Office  of  Enrollment  Services  | Post  Office  Box  6334 
Mississippi  State,  MS  39762-6334  | telephone/662-325-3076 
fax/662-325-1  MSU  | Web  site/www.enroll. msstate.edu 

MSU  Is  an  equal  opportunity  institution. 
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do  you  think  could  be  changed  to  improve  campus  life? 

by  Brian  Sibley  and  Stephanie  Culpepper,  student  photographers 


"A  bigger  campus. 


Maurice  McDaniel 
Kosciusko 


"A  little  more 
'Todd'  around.'1 


Todd  Body 
Forest 


a Second  Language  classes  prepare  Perez  for  college 


ECCC  students  selected  for  Phi  Theta  Kappa 


ECCC  Honors  / Voice  of  the  Warriors' 

Mike  Goodwin  of  Carthage,  longtime  radio  "voice"  of  East  Central 
Community  College  football  games  and  other  athletic  events,  received 
a plaque  of  appreciation  for  his  many  years  of  service  to  the  College 
at  the  September  meeting  of  the  ECCC  Board  of  Trustees.  Goodwin, 
shown  with  Board  Chairman  Prentice  Copeland  (left)  of  Philadelphia 
and  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin,  has  broadcast  Warrior  ath- 
letic events  since  1983  on  his  WSSI-FM  (98.3)  radio  station.  Goodwin 
recently  sold  the  station  to  Boswell  Broadcasting  Company  in  Kos- 
ciusko but  continues  providing  play-by-play  of  Warrior  football  games 
on  WZKR-FM  (103.3)  in  Meridian.  In  the  resolution,  Board  members 
expressed  "extreme  gratitude  and  appreciation"  to  Goodwin  for  sup- 
porting the  College  and  its  athletic  programs. 

ECCC  gospel  choir  performs  at 
habitat  for  humanity  program 


East  Central  Community 
College's  Gospel  Choir  was 
among  featured  performers  at  the 
Scott  County  Habitat  for  Human- 
ity program,  "Building  on  Faith 
Week  and  International  Day 
of  Prayer"  held  September  21, 
2003,  at  the  Forest  United  Meth- 
odist Church. 

The  ECCC  group,  sponsored 
by  Brenda  K.  Johnson,  performed 
"Songs  of  Inspiration"  during  the 
special  service,  which  also  fea- 
tured the  presentation  of  Habitat 
families  selected  in  Scott  County. 


The  Brass  ensemble  from  Morton 
United  Methodist  Church  also 
performed. 

Other  program  participants 
included  the  Rev.  Mike  Sahler, 
pastor  of  Forest  United  Meth- 
odist Church;  Mary  Jo  Walsh, 

St.  Matthew  Episcopal  Church; 
Roy  Fountain,  president  of  Scott 
County  Habitat  for  Humanity; 
the  Rev.  Goyo  De  La  Cruz,  Trinity 
Mission  Center;  and  Fonda  Rush, 
Lauderdale  County  Habitat  for 
Humanity. 


Jewell  Wins 
National  Honor 

Amber  Jewell  of  Louis- 
ville, a sophomore  surgical 
technology  student  at  East 
Central  Community  College 
in  Decatur,  won  third-place 
honors  in  the  Extemporane- 
ous Poster  competition  at 
the  National  HOSA  (Health 
Occupation  Students  of 
America)  Leadership  Con- 
ference held  recently  in 
Atlanta,  GA.  Jewell  is  shown 
wearing  the  medal  she  won 
at  the  national  competition. 
Her  award-winning  design 
promoted  health  careers. 
Surgical  technology  instruc- 
tors Lee  Ann  Shirley  and 
Kristie  Pilgrim  serve  as  spon- 
sors of  the  College's  HOSA 
chapter. 


"A  better  student 
center  with  more 
co-ed  activities." 

Jarrod  Street 
Lake 


nnl 


"A  later  curfew  and 
a swimming  pool!" 


Marcia  McMillan 
Lake 


"A  better  fitness 
center  and  more 
up-dated  activities." 

Amy  Kennedy 
Forest 


'More  parking  lots." 


Tonya  Ben 
Choctaw 


numerous  people  enrolled  in 
ESL  classes,  very  few  learn  the 
language  so  well  in  such  a short 
time.  So  how  did  Perez  do  it? 

Mary  Townsend,  who  teaches 
beginning  and  intermediate 
English  at  Trinity  Mission  said, 
"Diego  came  to  every  class 
offered.  He  worked  very  hard 
and  was  very  motivated." 

Flo  Chambers,  a computer 
lab  instructor  at  the  Mission, 
said,  "He  would  read  entire  story 
books  and  then  we  would  sit 
down  and  he  would  read  them 
to  me.  He  would  read  first  in 
English  then  in  Spanish  so  that 
I knew  he  understood  all  the 
meanings  of  the  words." 

Not  only  were  his  teachers 
complimentary  of  Perez,  but  he 
had  great  things  to  say  about 
them. 

"Everyone  was  very  helpful," 
Perez  said.  "Ms.  (Catherine)  Her- 
ring knows  Spanish  really  well. 
She  would  translate  and  help  me 
understand  things  that  I might 


not  be  able  to  figure  out  on  my 
own. 

"Ms.  (Ann)  Clements  was  also 
very  helpful  while  I was  trying  to 
get  enrolled  at  East  Central." 

Perez  completed  his  high 
school  education  in  Colombia 
and  then  moved  to  Forest  to  be 
near  his  family. 

He  soon  began  attending 
classes  at  Trinity  Mission.  At 
the  same  time  he  was  attending 
classes  at  Forest  Presbyterian 
Church  and  at  Centro  San  Martin 
in  Morton  and  was  working  the 
night  shift  at  Tyson  Foods  in 
Forest. 

"Learning  a new  language 
is  not  that  difficult,"  said  Perez. 
"You  just  have  to  practice,  prac- 
tice, practice!" 

In  addition  to  reading  books, 
Perez  would  also  complete  tuto- 
rial programs  on  the  computer. 

Since  enrolling  at  the  Col- 
lege in  August,  Perez  has  not  had 
much  trouble  with  his  classes 
although  in  some  cases,  he  has 


to  do  twice  the  work  of  other 
students. 

"Because  of  the  translation, 

I have  to  do  double  the  work 
sometimes.  I read  the  assignment 
in  English  and  translate  to  Span- 
ish. Once  I come  up  with  the 
answers  then  I have  to  translate  it 
back  to  English  to  write  it  down. 

"But  Algebra  is  easy  for  me 
because  I don't  have  to  know 
English  to  work  Algebra  prob- 
lems." 

A secondary  education  major, 
Perez  hopes  to  be  on  the  other 
side  of  the  classroom  in  the 
future. 

He  said,  "I  would  like  to  be  a 
teacher  one  day.  Maybe  I'll  even 
teach  Spanish  classes." 

East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege offers  Adult  Basic  Education 
and  General  Education  Develop- 
ment (GED)  courses  throughout 
the  five-county  district.  For  more 
information  on  course  offerings, 
contact  the  Office  of  Adult  and 
Continuing  Education  at  P.O. 


Diego  Perez  (third  from  left)  is  shown  with  ESL  instructors  Mary 
Townsend  (left)  and  Flo  Chambers  (second  from  left)  and  ECCC  Dean 
of  Continuing  Education  Gene  Davis  (right).  Townsend  and  Chambers 
teach  at  Trinity  Mission  in  Forest.  Davis'  office  coordinates  ESL  classes 
throughout  the  district. 

Box  129,  Decatur,  MS  39327,  278  or  279.  The  email  address  is 

Ph.  635-21 1 1,  ext.  278  or  279  gdavis@eccc.edu. 
or  toll  free  1-877-462-3222,  ext. 


Jim  Tally  of  Saltillo  was 
recently  inducted  into  Theta  Xi 
chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the 
international  honor  society  of 
the  two-year  college. 


Leake  County  students  inducted  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college  include 
(from  left)  Kellie  Moore  of  Lena,  Catina  Brantley  of  Walnut  Grove, 
Jennifer  Wallace  and  Lindsay  Thomas,  both  of  Carthage;  and  Melissa 
Grantham  of  Lena. 


Neshoba  County  students  inducted  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  col- 
lege include  (from  left)  CassieTate  of  Union,  Latisha  Chunn,  DeAna 
Morrow  and  Kristen  Dunn,  all  of  Philadelphia;  Miranda  Rosar  of 
Union,  Marjay  Jones  and  Patricia  Morrow,  both  of  Philadelphia;  Tony 
Warren  of  Union  and  Barry  Nowell  of  Philadelphia. 


Newton  County  students  inducted  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college 
include  (from  left)  Elizabeth  Terrell  of  Union,  Bambie  Holmes  and 
Melissa  Kleinschmidt,  both  of  Decatur;  Shane  Johnston  of  Lawrence, 
Dustan  Todd  of  Chunky,  Cassie  Cleveland  of  Hickory,  Shavon  Willis  of 
Conehatta  and  Cynthia  Brantley  of  Newton. 


Ginger  Richardson  of  Enter- 
prise was  recently  inducted  into 
Theta  Xi  chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college. 


Shelly  Brake  of  Florence 
was  recently  inducted  into 
Theta  Xi  chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college. 


Winston  County  students  inducted  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college 
include  (from  left)  Ashley  Hemphill,  Charles  Quinn  and  Marinda 
Johnson,  all  of  Louisville 


Scott  County  students  inducted  into  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor  society  of  the  two-year  college 
include  (from  left)  Matthew  Smith  of  Morton,  Craig  Martin  of  Lake, 
Jim  Dilley  of  Forest,  Lee  Fairchilds  of  Morton  and  Blake  Warren  of 
Sebastopol. 


The  Tom-Tom 

English  as 

When  Diego  Perez  of  Forest 
came  to  the  United  States  from 
Colombia,  South  America,  a little 
more  than  sixth  months  ago,  he 
didn't  know  one  word  of  English. 
Today,  he  speaks  the  language 
well  enough  that  he  was  able  to 
take  the  ACT  (American  College 
Test)  and  enroll  in  classes  at  East 
Central  Community  College  this 
fall. 

This  all  happened  thanks  to 
English  As  A Second  Language 
classes  offered  at  the  Trinity 
Mission  in  Forest  through  East 
Central  Community  College's 
Office  of  Adult  and  Continuing 
Education. 

Gene  Davis,  who  serves  as 
Dean  of  Adult  and  Continuing 
Education,  said,  "The  college 
has  been  offering  ESL  classes 
in  Forest  and  Morton  for  the 
j past  six  years.  There  is  a grow- 
ing number  of  the  population 
that  needs  ESL  training  and  the 
classes  keep  growing  each  year." 

Although  the  College  has 
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Buckman  named  Most  Beautiful 

East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  Ashley  Buckman  (second  from  left)  of  Bay  Springs  was 
recently  named  Most  Beautiful  during  the  College's  annual  Beauty  Pageant  held  in  Huff  Auditorium  on  the 
Decatur  campus.  Freshman  Todd  Body  (third  from  left)  of  Forest  was  selected  Most  Handsome  by  a vote  of 
the  Student  Body.  Also  pictured  are  College  President  Dr.  Phil  Sutphin  (left)  who  crowned  the  new  title- 
holder  and  Lindsey  Posey  Edmondson,  2002  Most  Beautiful,  who  presented  Buckman  with  a bouquet  of 
roses. 


Grades  on  the  web  helpful 
for  some,  hassle  for  others 


by  COURTNEE  GRAHAM 
Tom-Tom  Reporter 

East  Central  Community 
College's  recent  decision  to 
discontinue  the  previous  practice 
of  mailing  out  mid-term  grades 
has  been  the  topic  of  many 
conversations  lately, 
t The  College  has  opted  to  post 
the  grades  on  the  official  campus 
website,  www.eccc.edu,  instead 
of  mailing  them  as  was  done  in 
the  past.  However,  final  grades 
will  be  mailed. 

Although  there  have  been 
complaints,  many  students 
have  found  that  the  new  way 
of  handling  mid-term  grades  is 
more  convenient. 

East  Central  student,  Akemis 
Hood,  said,  "I  liked  it.  It  was 
convenient.  I didn't  have  to  bug 
my  teachers  about  my  grades,  I 
could  just  look  them  up." 

Other  students  said  they 
were  unsure  as  to  how  easy  the 
process  would  be,  but  they  felt 


more  at  ease  with  the  situation 
after  teachers  passed  out  an 
information  sheet  that  had  all  the 
steps  on  it. 

One  of  the  biggest  complaints 
heard  from  students  was  that 
they  didn't  have  a way  to  look  at 
grades. 

For  students  who  don't  have 
a home  computer,  grades  are 
easily  accessible  by  visiting  the 
campus  library  or  the  career 
center  located  in  the  Eddie  M. 
Smith  Student  Union  building. 

And  for  those  who  need 
a copy  of  grades  for  insurance 
purposes,  Donna  Luke,  Director 
of  Admissions,  Records,  and 
Research,  said,  "Most  students 
come  with  a form  that  they  need 
filled  out  or  we  can  send  the 
company  a letter." 

So  it  seems  the  new  way  to 
view  grades  is  here  to  stay.  It's 
easy  and  doesn't  take  much  time 
at  all. 

For  those  who  wonder  why 
this  change  was  made,  Luke 
said,  "All  colleges  are  posting 


or.O  beginning  to  post  grades  on 
the  internet.  East  Central  was 
one  of  the  few  who  had  not." 

Luke  also  said  that  Advance 
Registration  for  current  ECCC 
students  begins  November  1 7 
and  students  can  register  for  the 
spring  semester  via  the  internet. 
To  view  the  spring  schedule,  log 
on  to  EC's  website  and  click  on 
Info  Database.  Log  in  as  a guest 
and  click  on  change  term.  The 
entire  semester  schedule  can  be 
viewed  or  it  can  be  searched  by 
class  or  teacher. 

The  last  day  to  drop  a fall 
semester  class  with  a "W"  is 
November  21 . But  it  can't  be 
done  over  the  internet.  Students 
must  go  by  the  Admissions 
Office. 

For  more  information  on  any 
of  the  above  information  contact 
the  Office  of  Student  Services 
or  the  Office  of  Admissions, 
Records  and  Research  at 
635-21  1 1,  ext.  205  or  206, 
respectively. 


ECCC  Players  to  present  David 
Auburn's  'Proof'  Nov.  13-15 


The  East  Central  Community 
College  Players  will  present 
Proof,  an  award-winning  play  by 
David  Auburn,  at  7 p.m.  Thurs- 
day-Saturday,  November  13-15, 
in  Mabry  Memorial  Cafeteria  on 
the  Decatur  campus. 

The  story  line  of  Proof,  which 
won  Auburn  the  2001  Pulitzer 
Prize  and  a Tony  Award  for  Best 
Play,  is  as  follows: 

"On  the  eve  of  her  twenty- 
fifth  birthday,  Catherine,  a trou- 
bled young  woman,  has  spent 
years  catering  for  her  brilliant 


but  unstable  father,  a famous 
mathematician.  Now,  following 
his  death,  she  must  deal  with 
her  own  volatile  emotions;  the 
arrival  of  her  estranged  sister, 
Claire;  and  the  attentions  of  Hal, 
a former  student  of  her  father's 
who  hopes  to  find  valuable  work 
in  the  1 03  notebooks  that  her 
father  left  behind.  Over  the  long 
weekend  that  follows,  a burgeon- 
ing romance  and  the  discovery 
of  a mysterious  notebook  draws 
Catherine  into  the  most  difficult 
problem  of  all:  How  much  of 


her  father's  madness  - or  genius 
-will  she  inherit?" 

The  menu  for  the  dinner  the- 
ater presentation  features  grilled 
steak,  chicken  with  pasta,  corn, 
salad,  baked  potatoes,  spinach 
souffle,  green  beans,  rolls,  tea 
and  banana  surprise. 

Tickets  to  Proof  are  $1 5 and 
may  be  purchased  beginning 
Monday,  October  27,  by  call- 
ing Tanya  Boler  at  ECCC,  Phone 
635-21 1 1 or.  call  toll  free,  1-877- 
462-3222,  ext.  239. 


Thompson  Crowned  ECCC  Queen 

East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  Renee  Thompson  of  Pelahatchie  receives  her  crown 
from  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin  during  halftime  ceremonies  of  the  Warriors'  42-1 9 homecoming 
victory  over  Copiah-Lincoln  Community  College  October  4 on  theDecatur  campus.  Thompson,  a graduate 
of  East  Rankin  Academy,  is  the  daughter  of  Randy  and  LaDonna  Thompson  of  Pelahatchie.  Jeremy  Tune 
of  Newton  served  as  the  queen's  escort.  His  parents  are  Stuart  and  Debbie  Tune  of  Newton.  Also  pictured 
is  2003  queen  Jennifer  Walker  of  Philadelphia,  who  presented  this  year's  honoree  with  a bouquet  of 
roses.  Walker  is  the  daughter  of  Nancy  Walker  and  Barry  and  Joy  Walker  of  Philadelphia. 


East  Central  vo-tech  division  names 
top  students  for  fall  mid-semester 


The  East  Central  Community 
College  Vocational-Technical 
Division  recently  announced 
outstanding  students  for  the 
mid-semester  fall  term  for  2003. 
Recipients  and  their  respective 
majors  include  the  following: 

Michael  Chapman  of  Newton, 
Collision  Repair  Technology; 
Aaron  Boatner  of  Decatur,  Weld- 
ing; Jason  Sistrunk  of  Sebastopol, 
Precision  Machine  Technology; 
Ben  Boyette  of  Meridian,  Surgi- 
cal Technology;  Valerie  Nichol- 


son of  Philadelphia,  Licensed 
Practical  Nursing;  Lori  Horton 
of  Union,  Business  Technology; 
Kieshone  Sparkman  of  Carthage, 
Child  Development  Technology; 
Kevin  Tindol  of  Philadelphia 
and  Brooke  Tullos  of  Meridian, 
Emergency  Medical  Technology- 
PPramedic; 

Casey  Griffin  of  Newton, 
Computer  Programming  Tech- 
nology; Jim  Dilley  of  Forest  and 
Barry  Nowell  of  Philadelphia, 
Drafting  and  Design  Technology; 


Jeremy  Moore  of  Bay  Springs  and 
Randal  Cumberland  of  Phila- 
delphia, Electronic  Technology; 
Jason  Robinson  of  Noxapater, 
Electrical  Technology;  David 
Alexander  of  Meridian,  Heating 
and  Air  Conditioning  Technol- 
ogy; Betty  Dodd  of  Carthage, 
Computer  Programming  Tech- 
nology; and  Nolan  Burchfield 
of  McCool,  Computer  Support 
Technology. 


College  public  relations  group  establishes 
scholarship  for  communication  majors 


t The  professional  organiza- 
tion, College  Public  Relations 
/Association  of  Mississippi,  has 
established  a $500  scholarship 
for  both  a junior/community 
college  student  and  a student  < 
enrolled  in  a four-year  institution 
This  is  in  an  effort  to  encour- 
age the  growth  and  professional 
development  of  students  inter- 
ested in  obtaining  a degree  in 
the  areas  of  communication  at 
Mississippi's  two-and  four-year 
colleges. 

Students  applying  for  the 
CPRAM  (College  Public  Rela- 
tions Association  of  Mississippi) 
scholarship  must  be  majoring 
in  one  of  the  following  fields 
of  study:  public  relations,  com- 
munications, journalism,  adver- 
tising, mass  communications, 
political  communications,  crisis 
management,  graphic  design,  or 
other  communication-oriented 
major.  Scholarships  will  be 
awarded  to  full-time  students 
entering  or  enrolled  at  the  state's 
two-year  colleges  or  the  state's 
four-year  colleges. 


Scholarship  applications 
are  available  at  all  senior  high 
school  counselors'  offices,  the 
Public  Relations  office  at  any 
Junior/Community  College, 
University,  or  Private  College, 
or  by  contacting  the  CPRAM 
Scholarship  Chair,  Steve  Diffey  at 
sdiffey@holmescc.edu.  or  662- 
472-9068. 

Scholarship  applicants  must 
be  in  good  standing  and  present 
three  letters  of  recommendation 
from  individuals  connected  to 
his/her  academic  institution.  This 
includes  college  advisors,  high 
school  teacher/official,  home- 
school  teacher,  etc.  Any  active 
member  of  CPRAM  may  recom- 
mend students  for  the  scholar- 
ship. 

Applicants  must  complete 
the  scholarship  application  and 
have  it  returned  to  the  scholar- 
ship committee  chairman  no 
later  than  November  1,  2003. 
Applicants  also  must  include  a 
500-word  essay  entitled,  "What  I 
Hope  To  Offer  The  Field  of  Com- 
munication." 


Students  receiving  the  schol- 
arship can  be  awarded  the  schol- 
arship for  more  than  one  year, 
but  they  must  re-apply  every 
year.  The  scholarship  commit- 
tee reserves  the  right  to  make  its 
decision  based  on  need,  merit 
and  the  number  of  applicants 
each  year. 

CPRAM  reserves  the  right  to 
withdraw  this  scholarship  if  a 
student  withdraws  from  school 
during  the  award  year,  changes 
his/her  major,  fails  to  maintain  a 
2.0  GPA  or  other  grave  instances 
of  misconduct. 

The  committee  will  announce 
the  winner(s)  during  its  annual 
conference  held  in  May  2004. 
The  scholarship  will  then  be 
awarded  for  the  2004  fall  term. 

For  more  information  contact 
the  Financial  Aid  office  at  East 
Central  Community  College, 

P.  O.  Box  129,  Decatur,  MS 
39327  or  Phone  toll  free,  1 -877- 
462-3222,  ext.  378.  The  email 
address  is  bcarson@eccc.edu. 


ECCC  Campus  Leaders 


These  students  are  serving  as  officers  of  the  Student  Body  Association  for  the  2003-04  term  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College.  Pictured  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur,  SBA  Vice  Presi- 
dent; Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville,  SBA  President;  Joe  Killens,  ECCC  Vice  President  for  Student  Services; 
Audra  Myers,  SBA  Secretary,  and  Amy  Warner,  SBA  Treasurer,  both  of  Louisville;  and  (back  row,  from  left) 
freshman  class  officers  Jessica  Holmes  of  Louisville,  President;  Kristin  Taylor  of  Conehatta,  Vice  President; 
and  Amy  Ealy,  Secretary,  and  Courtney  Jo  Hollingsworth,  Treasurer,  both  of  Forest;  and  sophomore  class 
officers  Jennifer  Carson,  President,  and  Krissi  Harris,  Vice  President,  both  of  Decatur;  Ashley  Brown  of 
Philadelphia,  Secretary;  and  Morgan  Harris  of  Louisville,  Treasurer. 
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404-679-4501 ) to  award  the  Associate  Degree. 

Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
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The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  1 12 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 


With  Drew  Moorehead  'it's  all  about  Jesus' 

ECCC  freshman  called  to  preach  at  15;  working  towards  degree  in  Christian  studies 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom-Tom  Editor 


At  a time  when  many  students 
continue  to  wonder  about  what 
they  should  major  in  and  what 
they  want  to  do  with  their  lives, 
freshman  Drew  Moorehead  has 
already  found  his  purpose  in  life. 
What  is  really  amazing  is  that 
he  discovered  his  calling  at  the 
tender  age  of  1 5.  He  wanted  to 
be  an  evangelist. 

Moorehead,  18,  began  his 
relationship  with  God  at  the  age 
of  1 5 during  a youth  revival  held 
at  the  church  he  occasionally 
attended.  He  remembers  the 
experience  vividly,  down  to  the 
very  date. 

"It  was  March  21,  2000.  That's 
when  it  all  started,"  Moorehead 
said. 

His  road  to  salvation  was  not 
entirely  smooth.  According  to 
himself,  he  was  "one  bad  little 
1 5-year-old."  However,  the  death 
of  his  father  when  he  was  1 4 
changed  Moorehead. 

"I  went  through  some  serious 
depression.  I didn't  care  about 
anything  or  anyone.  I couldn't 
look  anyone  in  the  face.  I was 
just  tired  of  life,"  says  Moore- 
head. "I  don't  even  know  why  I 
went  that  night,  but  I did  and  I 
haven't  been  the  same  since." 

It  was  not  long  after  his  salva- 
tion that  Moorehead  realized  that 
he  felt  God  was  calling  him  to 
become  an  evangelist.  He  soon 
began  discussing  this  with  his 
former  pastor,  Bro.  Bret  Cooper, 
who  he  looks  up  to  almost  as  a 
father  and  whom  he  credits  with 
his  salvation. 

"He  reached  out  to  me.  He 


tried  to  be 
there  for  me 
even  when 
I was  not 
saved  and  he 
continued 
to  be  there 
for  me.  If  it 
wasn't  for 
him,  I proba- 
bly wouldn't 
have  been 
saved  when 
I was,"  says 
a grateful 
Moorehead. 

Within  a 
few  months, 

Cooper  had 
asked  him  to 
preach  one 
Wednesday  night  and  Moore- 
head has  been  doing  just  that 
ever  since.  Speaking  and  preach- 
ing whenever  and  wherever  he 
has  the  opportunity,  Moorehead 
simply  has  a great  desire  to  share 
the  love  of  Jesus  with  everyone 
and  anyone. 

"I  just  have  a passion.  I will 
preach,  speak  - anything  and 
anywhere.  I want  to  go  to  differ- 
ent countries.  I want  to  go  every- 
where where  there  are  people 
who  are  lost  and  need  Jesus.  I 
just  want  to  see  people  saved," 
said  Moorehead. 

However,  the  path  of  the 
righteous  is  not  always  smooth. 
Though  some  instantly  see  the 
sincerity  of  Moorehead,  many 
have  doubted  his  early  deci- 
sion. His  young  age  has  left 
many  wondering  if  he  really  has 
already  felt  God's  call  on  his  life. 

"That  was  really  hard  at  first," 
admits  Moorehead.  "The  people 


in  disbelief 
just  because 
of  my  age. 

But  most  saw 
how  sincere  I 
truly  was  and 
realized  that  I 
was  for  real." 

Moore- 
head is 
especially 
grateful  for 
the  support 
of  his  youth 
group.  "As  a 
whole,  they 
welcomed 
me,  loved 
me,  and  gave 
me  something 
that  I did  not 
have  - godly  friends  and  some- 
one to  keep  me  accountable," 
says  Moorehead.  "They  make  me 
stronger." 

Currently  a Liberal  Arts  major 
here  at  ECCC,  Moorehead  plans 
on  transferring  to  Lee  University 
in  Tennessee  next  year  to  major 
in  pastoral  studies.  He  will  then 
be  able  to  obtain  his  license, 
although  he  does  not  need  the 
license  to  simply  preach.  The 
license  is  strictly  for  the  more 
official  duties. 

"Basically,  with  the  license, 

I will  be  able  to  marry  people," 
laughed  Moorehead. 

Despite  his  focus  in  life, 
Moorehead  remains  a "normal 
teen"  who  enjoys  hanging  out 
with  his  friends  and  attending 
anything  at  his  church,  the  Rocky 
Hill  Church  of  God,  where  he 
is  an  active  member.  He  is  a 
member  of  Warrior  Corps  and  a 
student  worker  in  Student  Ser- 


vices. 

"Drew  is  a real  people  person 
and  enjoys  being  around  others. 
He  seems  to  be  dedicated  to 
majoring  in  Christian  Studies  and 
reaching  the  goals  that  have  been 
set  before  him,"  commented 
Lanette  Hanna,  Academic  Coun- 
selor, who  is  one  of  Moorehead's 
supervisors  at  Student  Services. 

Moorehead  is  also  very  active 
in  ECCC's  Baptist  Student  Union. 
He  participates  in  the  Bible  stud- 
ies and  worship  services  as  well 
as  being  a member  of  the  Drama 
Team. 

"Drew  is  a very  welcomed 
new  addition  to  BSU.  Very 
seldom  do  I have  a young  man 
who  has  a hunger  and  a thirst  for 
knowledge  and  understanding 
about  God  and  His  word,"  said 
Scott  Vaughn,  BSU  Director. 

Above  all,  Moorehead  wants 
to  share  his  message  with  every- 
one, including  those  on  East 
Central's  campus. 

His  message:  "It  is  not  a reli- 
gion - it  is  a relationship.  Don't 
worry  about  what  you  have 
done.  God  wants  you  as  you  are. 
One  of  the  greatest  things  about 
being  a Christian  is  that  you  do 
not  have  to  worry  about  any- 
thing. Just  concentrate  on  God 
and  He  will  take  care  of  you  no 
matter  what." 

One  of  Moorehead's  big- 
gest concerns  is  that  people  will 
look  solely  at  him  and  not  at  the 
God  that  made  him  who  he  has 
become. 

"When  people  see  me,  I 
don't  want  them  to  see  me  - I 
want  them  to  see  Jesus,"  stresses 
Moorehead.  "It  is  all  about 
Jesus." 


-m. 


Drew  Moorehead 


An  Editorial: 

A walk  through  campus  is  like  wading  through  a thick 
sea  of  cigarette  butts,  styrofoam  cups  and  pizza  boxes 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom-Tom  Editor 

Have  you  taken  a good  look 
around  campus  lately?  Do  you 
know  what  I see? 

I see  nothing  but  endless 
amounts  of  styrofoam  cups,  card- 
board boxes  that  once  contained 
pizza,  and  countless  cigarette 
butts.  I see  papers  and  the  hand- 
outs that  teachers  work  so  dili- 
gently to  prepare  for  you.  I see 
straws  and  candy  bar  wrappers 
and  empty  Coke  bottles.  In  other 
words,  I see  nothing  but  trash. 
Lots  of  trash.  And  if  you  ask  me, 
it  is  ridiculous. 

It  is  ridiculous  that  college 
students  who  are  old  enough 
to  move  away  from  home  and 
take  care  of  themselves  can 
not  even  take  care  of  their  own 
trash.  There  are  numerous  gar- 
bage cans  located  throughout 
the  campus  and  yet  somehow 
the  pizza  box  or  styrofoam  cup 
invariably  ends  up  on  the  bench, 
under  the  bench,  beside  the 
bench,  or  simply  strewn  around 
on  the  ground.  Then  there  are 
the  cigarette  butts.  Recently,  I 
stepped  off  of  the  sidewalk  and 
had  to  wade  through  a thick  sea 
of  Marlboros,  Virginia  Slims,  and 
Newports. 

At  a time  when  there  are 


many  eyes  upon  us  and  the  high 
school  seniors  are  getting  ready 
to  make  a decision  about  where 
they  wish  to  attend,  one  would 
think  that  the  students  of  East 
Central  would  want  to  show 
the  campus  at  its  best  - full  of 
Warrior  pride.  However,  seniors 
and  visitors  are  blasted  with 
the  sights  of  which  current  stu- 
dents are  beginning  to  become 
immune.  They  have  become 
immune  simply  because  it  has 
become  the  norm  to  see  trash 
lying  anywhere  and  everywhere. 
Instead  of  taking  advantage  of  the 
school's  beautification  program 
and  the  beautiful  new  flowers 
and  plants  that  have  been  added, 
students  toss  their  trash  on  top  of 
the  blooms  and  around  the  roots. 

Several  campus  clubs  par- 
ticipate in  the  Adopt-A-Highway 
program  and  pick  up  the  trash 
that  is  littered  on  the  side  of  the 
road.  It  is  beginning  to  look  like 
they  need  to  form  an  Adopt-A- 
Campus  program  to  clean  up 
East  Central.  After  all,  there  is 
only  so  much  that  the  staff  of 
ECCC  can  do.  They  have  tried 
placing  garbage  cans  and  waste- 
baskets for  cigarette  butts.  You 
can  see  how  much  good  that  has 
done.  And  besides,  it  is  not  the 
staff's  or  other  students'  respon- 
sibility to  pick  up  after  irrespon- 
sible students. 


Barbour  Campaigns  At  ECCC 

Marsha  Barbour,  wife  6f  Republican  gubernatorial  candidate  Haley 
Barbour,  recently  campaigned  for  her  husband  on  the  East  Central 
Community  College  campus  in  Decatur.  She  is  shown  visiting  with 
freshmen  Julie  Holley  of  Philadelphia  and  Lindsey  Harrell  of  Morton, 
and  sophomore  W.  L.  Sessums  of  Brandon.  Also  pictured  is  Jack  Win- 
stead of  Lawrence,  Haley  Barbour  campaign  chairman  for  Newton 
County. 


New  ECCC  Student  Services  Secretary 

Romonica  Evans  of  Newton  is  the  new  secretary  for  Student  Ser- 
vices at  East  Central  Community  College.  Prior  to  joining  the  ECCC 
staff,  Evans  was  employed  at  Bank  of  Forest.  She  is  a graduate  of 
Newton  County  High  School,  ECCC  and  Mississippi  State  University, 
where  she  received  a bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration 
with  emphasis  in  accounting.  A single  parent,  she  has  a three-year-old 
son,  Demarius. 


Johnson  has  seen  gospel  choir  grow  over  the  last  1 6 years 


by  CALVIN  MILLER 
Tom  Tom  Reporter 

Brenda  K Johnson  has  been 
sponsor  of  the  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  Gospel  Choir  for 
almost  1 6 years  and  during  that 
time  she  has  seen  tremendous 
growth. 

"The  E.C.C.C.  Gospel  Choir 
became  a family  to  me  some  1 6 
years  ago,"  said  sponsor  Brenda 
K.  Johnson.  "The  first  year  the 


choir  had  a sum  of  35  dedicated 
members  and  the  first  president 
was  Mrs.  Kathy  (Smith)  Sanders 
who  now  works  in  communica- 
tions. 

"Each  year  the  choir  has 
grown  and  we  have  students 
coming  from  our  local  five  coun- 
ties and  other  areas  as  well. 
We've  been  invited  to  colleges, 
churches,  schools  and  out-  of 
state  activities  in  places  such  as 
Atlanta,  Texas  and  Gulfport.  We 
were  also  invited  to  Walt  Disney 


World  to  perform." 

Forty-seven  students  are 
enrolled  in  the  2003-04  edition 
of  the  gospel  choir  and  they  do 
much  more  than  just  sing. 

Johnson  said,  "Our  first  proj- 
ect was  to  assist  the  Habitat  for 
Humanity  program  that  was  held 
in  Scott  County.  We  performed  at 
the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Forest  as  a part  of  that  mission. 

Johnson  also  said  the  choir 
presents  a program  for  the  Senior 
Citizens  each  year  in  a local 


church  in  Hickory,  gives  canned 
goods  to  the  welfare  office  and 
adopts  a family  at  Christmas. 

"The  ECCC  Gospel  Choir 
has  designed  a pamphlet, 
which  states  all  qualifications 
to  become  a member,"  Johnson 
said."  We  attend  Bible  Class  on 
Mondays  at  5:45  p.m.  and  have 
choir  practice  each  Wednesday 
from  6:30  to  8:pm. 

For  more  information  contact 
Johnson  at  635-3285. 


This  area  around  Miller  Cardens  is  just  one  example  of  the  trash 
seen  regularly  on  the  East  Central  campus. 


ECCC  ANSEC  Officers 

Serving  as  officers  of  the  Association  of  Student  Nurses  at  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Kimberly  Hancock  of 
Forest,  president;  and  Deanna  Gunn  of  Carthage,  secretary;  and  (back 
row,  from  left)  Kellie  Moore  of  Lena,  reporter;  Gretta  Butts  of  Pulaski, 
vice  president;  and  Allen  Krajewski  of  Louisville,  treasurer. 


In  the  words  of  one  student, 
"I'm  not  your  mother,  so  pick  up 
your  own  trash." 

East  Central  has  a lovely 
campus  to  offer  to  students; 
however,  a campus  littered  with 
waste  has  no  appeal  to  anyone. 
Quite  frankly,  I am  tired  of  seeing 
nothing  but  trash.  And  I am  not 
alone. 

"A  clean  campus  takes  a 
cooperative  effort  of  everyone  - 
students,  faculty,  and  staff.  Litter 
scattered  about  gives  visitors  the 
wrong  impression  that  we  are 
careless  or  do  not  have  pride  in 
our  campus.  However,  a campus 
that  is  nicely  groomed  and  litter- 
free  demonstrates  a more  positive 
and  protective  attitude  towards 
our  environment,"  commented 
Gail  Wood,  assistant  librarian. 

"It's  God's  creation  and 


playground.  Let's  at  least  keep 
it  clean,"  said  Chaney  Holling- 
sworth, ECCC  sophomore. 

"We  should  have  respect  for 
our  campus,"  says  sophomore 
Brandi  Brown.  "We  can  throw 
the  trash  away." 

"Keeping  it  clean,  not  only 
shows  respect  for  the  campus, 
but  for  ourselves  as  well,"  added 
Hollingsworth. 

So  come  on,  East  Central. 
Start  making  use  of  the  waste 
receptacles  and  making  more 
of  an  effort  to  throw  away  your 
trash.  It  will  only  take  three  sec- 
onds to  throw  away  that  card- 
board pizza  box,  styrofoam  cup, 
empty  bottle,  or  extinguished 
cigarette  butt.  Let's  keep  East 
Central  Community  College 
beautiful  and  show  that  famous 
Warrior  Pride. 


Tom  Tom  staff 

Members  of  The  Tom  Tom  staff  include  (from  left)  editor  Jenna 
Talbert  of  Newton,  Courtnee  Graham  of  Nanih  Waiya  and  Stephanie 
Culpepper  of  Forest.  Not  pictured  is  Calvin  Miller  of  Louisville. 
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ECCC  sweeps  Itawamba  to 
begin  2003-04  campaign 


Basketball  season  began  on  a 
successful  note  for  East  Central 
Community  College's  Lady  War- 
riors and  Warriors  who  defeated 
teams  from  Itawamba  Commu- 
nity College  Saturday  afternoon 
in  the  Brackeen-Wood  Physical 
Education  Building  on  the  Deca- 
tur campus.. 

The  ECCC  women  posted  a 
76-67  victory  over  the  Lady  Indi- 
ans, while  the  ECCC  men  held 
on  for  a 67-63  decision. 

Lenore  Gray  of  Newton  led 
the  Lady  Warriors  in  scoring  with 
1 8 points.  Other  scorers  were 
Monique  Overstreet  of  South 
Leake  and  Kotreece  Bender 
of  Newton,  1 0 each;  Amanda 
LaCaze  of  Natchitoches  (La.) 
Central,  eight;  Britney  Burks  of 
Scott  Central,  seven;  Miranda 
Rosar  of  Neshoba  Central,  six; 
Kimyatta  Viverette  of  Lake, 
five;  Kristin  Chaney  of  Newton 
County  and  Roxana  Rogers  of 
Lake,  four  each;  and  Ebone'e 
Leverette  of  Forest  and  India 
Backstrom  of  Neshoba  Central, 
two  each. 

Shera  Edwards  of  Tupelo  led 
Itawamba  with  17  points. 

The  score  was  tied  37-37  at 
halftime. 

Deway ne  Hughes  of  Sebasto- 
pol pumped  in  1 7 points  to  lead 
the  Warriors.  Other  point  makers 
were  jamaal  Martin  of  North- 
east Lauderdale,  12;  Al  Willis 
of  Newton  County,  10;  Neil 
Tadlock  of  Lake  and  Tellas  Burn- 
side of  Philadelphia,  nine  each; 
Desmond  Jones  of  Neshoba 
Central,  four;  and  Stephen  Dyess 
of  Northeast  Lauderdale,  Ryan 
Hudson  of  Louisville  and  Andrew 
Lewis  of  Morton,  two  each. 

Reggie  Gunn  of  Okolona 
had  1 6 points  to  lead  the  Indi- 
ans, who  are  coached  by  former 
ECCC  head  mentor  Marty 
Cooper. 

The  Warriors  held  a 32-27 
advantage  at  the  break. 

East  Central  teams  host  Mis- 
sissippi Delta  Community  Col- 
lege on  Monday,  November  3 
and  travel  to  East  Mississippi 
Community  College  on  Thursday, 
November  6.  The  Lady  War- 
riors and  Warrior  return  home 
Monday,  November  1 0 to  take 
on  Holmes  Community  College. 

PRESEASON  PREVIEW 

The  Lady  Warriors,  led  by 
third-year  head  coach  Brad 
Hodge,  feature  four  starters 
among  the  eight  returnees  from 
last  year's  1 5-1 1 squad,  which 
landed  berths  in  the  MACJC  and 


Region  23  tournaments. 

Rita  Birden,  a 5-10  guard 
from  St.  Fredrick  High  School  in 
Monroe,  La.,  is  the  top  returning 
scorer  with  12  points  per  game. 
Other  top  point  makers  are 
6-foot  guard/forward  Kimyatta 
Viverette  of  Lake  and  6-1  forward 
Lenore  Gray  of  Newton,  who 
each  averaged  nine  points  per 
contest,  and  5-9  guard  Britney 
Burks,  a product  of  Scott  Central 
High  School,  who  pumped  in 
seven  points  per  contest. 

Rounding  out  the  sophomores 
are  forwards  Ebone'e  Leverette 
(6')  of  Lake,  Hope  Murray  of 
West  Jones  and  Miranda  Rosar 
(5-1 1 ) of  Neshoba  Central,  and 
guard/forward  Monique  Over- 
street  (5-1 1 ) of  South  Leake. 

Hodge  stated  that  his  sopho- 
mores are  the  key  to  success. 

"The  strength  of  this  year's 
team  has  to  start  with  our  experi- 
ence and  leadership.  The  sopho- 
mores have  done  an  outstanding 
job  of  leading  the  freshman  class 
on  what  to  expect  and  the  work 
ethic  required,"  Hodge  said. 

Hodge  noted  that  his  fresh- 
men will  also  be  called  on  to 
contribute  early. 

"The  depth  of  this  team  will 
definitely  be  a positive  factor. 
Many  of  our  entering  freshmen 
will  be  competing  for  a starting 
position  immediately.  And  thanks 
to  our  talented  group  of  fresh- 
men and  sophomores,  this  could 
possibility  be  the  deepest  team 
talent-wise  we  have  had  in  many 
years,"  Hodge  stated. 

Freshmen  Lady  Warriors 
include  guards  Kristen  Chaney 
(5-6)  of  Newton  County,  Roxana 
Rogers  (5-7)  and  Kim  Cox  (5-7), 
both  of  Lake,  Amanda  LaCaze  (5- 
10)  of  Natchitoches  (La.)  Central 
and  LaSaundra  Harrison  (5-5)  of 
Union;  forward  India  Backstrom 
(5-1 1 ) of  Neshoba  Central;  center 
Krystle  Hunter  of  Noxapater  and 
guard/forward  Kotreece  Bender 
(5-1 0)  of  Newton. 

Hodge  noted  that  in  addition 
to  being  a talented  squad,  the 
Lady  Warriors  "are  a fun  bunch 
to  be  around." 

He  further  stated,  "There  is 
a tremendous  amount  of  class 
and  character  with  these  ladies. 
There  are  four  sophomores  who 
will  have  the  possibility  to  be 
Academic  All-Americans  in  the 
spring.  Secondly,  this  is  the  most 
competitive  group  of  individu- 
als I have  ever  been  associated 
with.  They  desperately  want  to 
win  and  love  winning  but  will 


2003-04  Men's  and  Women's 
Basketball  Schedule 


November 

Sat.,  1 

Itawamba 

Home  1 p.m. 

Mon.,  3 

Delta 

Home  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  6 

East  MS 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  10 

Holmes 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  13 

Shelton  St. 

Away 

5:30  p.m. 

Tues.,  18 

Holmes 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  20 

East  MS 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  24 

Delta 

Away 

6 p.m. 

December 

Thurs.,  4 

Pearl  River 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  8 

Hinds 

Home 

6 p.m. 

January 

Thurs.,  8 

Itawamba 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Sat.,  10 

Faulkner  St. 

Away 

1 p.m. 

Mon.,  12 

Southwest 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  15 

Meridian 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  19 

Co-Lin 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  22 

Jones 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Sat.,  24 

Faulkner  St. 

Home 

1 p.m. 

Mon.,  26 

Gulf  Coast 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  29 

Pearl  River 

Home 

6 p.m. 

February 

Mon.,  2 

Hinds 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  5 

Southwest 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  9 

Meridian 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  12 

Co-Lin 

Away 

6 p.m. 

Mon.,  16 

Jones 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  19 

Gulf  Coast 

Home 

6 p.m. 

Mon. -Thurs., 

23-26  State  Tourney 

TBA 

March 

Mon. -Thurs.,  1-4  Region  23  Tourney  TBA 

The  Shelton  State  game  on  November  13 
will  be  the  women's  team  only.) 


take  losing  as  a means  to  learn 
and  get  better.  This  group  will  be 
exciting  for  our  fans,  students, 
faculty  and  administration  to 
watch  and  support  because  of 
their  character  and  desire  to 
win." 

Hodge  said  goals  for  this 
year's  team  are  the  same  as  in  the 
past: 

"First,  win  enough  games 
to  be  in  the  top  four  of  division 
play  in  order  to  qualify  for  the 
state  tournament.  Secondly,  be 
in  the  top  seven  of  the  state  and 
qualify  for  the  region  tourna- 
ment. Then,  we  would  like  to  be 
peaking  around  tournament  time, 
have  a few  lucky  breaks,  and  put 
ourselves  in  position  to  possibly 
win  the  tournaments.  Ultimately, 
we  would  like  to  qualify  for  the 
national  tournament  in  Salina, 
Kansas.  However,  with  the  qual- 
ity of  teams  in  our  league  and 
division,  it  is  unfortunate  that 
only  one  team  gets  to  participate. 
But,  that  is  basketball  - the  team 
that  plays  well  at  the  right  time 
and  gets  a few  breaks,  comes  out 
alive." 

Serving  as  Hodge's  assistant  is 
Lacole  Brooks,  a former  recruit- 
ing coordinator  and  top  assistant 
for  the  women's  basketball  pro- 
gram at  Texas  State  University  in 
of  San  Marcos,  Texas. 

Coach  Billy  Smith  is  also  in 
his  third  year  leading  the  War- 
riors, who  last  year  advanced  to 
the  state  and  region  tournaments 
for  the  first  time  in  eight  years  en 
route  to  a 1 5-1 2 record.  Smith 
feels  this  year's  team  will  be 
"hard-pressed"  to  repeat  the  suc- 
cess of  2003,  mainly  because  of 
a lack  of  experience. 

He  has  only  two  returnees 
from  last  year's  squad  who 
saw  a lot  of  playing  time:  Des- 
mond Jones,  a 6-2  forward  from 
Neshoba  Central,  and  Dewayne 
Hughes,  a 5-9  guard  from  Sebas- 
topol. "These  guys  will  be  called 
on  to  handle  most  of  the  scor- 
ing," Smith  said. 

Other  returnees  are  guards  Al 
Willis  (5-9)  of  Newton  County, 
and  Stephen  Dyess  (6-3)'and 
Jamaal  Martin  (5-1 1 ),  both  of 
Northeast  Lauderdale.  Other 
sophomores  are  guard  Tellas 
Burnside  (5-10)  of  Philadelphia 
and  forward  Tobios  Darden  (6-7) 
of  Lafayette,  Ala. 

Freshmen  are  forwards  Neil 
Tadlock  (6-5)  of  Lake,  Gerrick 
Nichols  (6-1)  of  Thomastown, 
Lorenzo  White  of  Quitman,  Ryan 
Hudson  (6-6)  of  Louisville,  and 
guards  Andrew  Lewis  (5-9)  of 
Morton  and  Shaun  Daugherty 
(6')  of  Choctaw  Central. 

For  the  Warriors  to  succeed, 
Smith  said  his  team  "needs  to  be 
more  aggressive  on  both  ends  of 


ECCC  Lady  Warrior  Basketball  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Lady  Warrior  Basketball  Team  for  the  2003-04  season 
and  their  respective  high  schools  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Kimyatta  Viverette,  Lake;  Kristin  Chaney, 
Newton  County;  Roxana  Rogers,  Lake;  Ebone'e  Leverett,  Forest;  Kim  Cox,  Lake;  Lenore  Gray,  Newton; 
Monique  Overstreet,  South  Leake;  Britney  Burks,  Scott  Central;  and  Kotreece  Bender,  Newton;  and  (back 
row,  from  left)  head  coach  Brad  Hodge;  student  assistants  Courtney  Yates  of  Nanih  Waiya  and  Ashley  Clark 
of  Starkvi lie  Academy;  LaSaundra  Harrison,  Union;  Rita  Birden,  St.  Fredrick  (Monroe,  La.);  India  Back- 
strom, Neshoba  Central;  Amanda  LaCaze,  Natchitoches  Central  (Natchitoches,  La.);  Hope  Murray,  West 
Jones;  Miranda  Rosar,  Neshoba  Central;  Krystle  Hunter,  Noxapater;  student  assistants  Andrea  Chesney  of 
Newton  County  Academy  and  Tanisha  Hawkins  of  Newton  County;  and  assistant  coach  Lacole  Brooks. 


East  Central  Warrior  Basketball  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Warrior  Basketball  Team  for  the  2003-04  season 
and  their  respective  high  schools  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Joe  Agee,  Heidelberg  and  Brent  Blackwell, 
Nanih  Waiya;  ( s eco n d-f o w, -fro m left)  Andrew  Lewis,  Morton;  Lorenzo  White,  Quitman;  Tawon  Walker, 
Neshoba  Central;  student  assistant  Matt,\Vppdard,  Winston  Academy;  head  coach  Billy  Smith;  student 
assistant  Corey  Burt,  Neshoba  Central;  Gerrick  Nichols,  Thomastown;  Al  Willis,  Newton  County;  and  Tellas 
Burnside,  Philadelphia;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Jamaal  Martin,  Northeast  Lauderdale;  Shaun  Dougherty, 
Choctaw  Central;  Stephen  Dyess,  Northeast  Lauderdale;  Ryan  Hudson,  Louisville;  Tobios  Darden,  Lafayette 
(Lafayette,  Ala.);  Neil  Tadlock,  Lake;  Desmond  Jones,  Neshoba  Central;  De'Kenno  Winston,  Northeast  Lau- 
derdale; and  Dewayne  Hughes,  Sebastopol.  Not  pictured  is  assistant  coach  Kevin  McGhee. 


the  court."  He  added,  "For  us  to 
have  a chance  against  some  of 
the  better  teams  on  our  schedule, 
we  will  need  to  press  and  run  the 
floor  a lot  more  than  last  year." 

He  said  the  freshmen  will  also 
play  a major  role  in  his  team's 
success. 

"We  will  need  for  our  fresh- 
men to  come  in  and  contribute 


as  quickly  as  possible.  We  have 
been  trying  to  get  them  to  under- 
stand the  difference  between 
high  school  and  community  col- 
lege basketball,"  Smith  stated. 

Regarding  preparations  for 
the  season  opener.  Smith  said, 
"Our  team  has  been  practicing 
hard  and  they  should  be  ready 
to  start  playing  against  someone 


other  than  ourselves.  We  will  get 
a taste  of  how  good  we  can  be 
right  out  of  the  gate  as  Itawamba 
and  Delta  are  two  good  teams 
coming  in  here  early." 

Serving  as  Smith's  assistant  is 
first-year  coach  Kevin  McGhee, 
a former  high  school  assistant  in 
Kentucky. 


McGhee  Selected 
Assistant  Coach 


McGhee 


Kevin 

McGhee  of 
Memphis, 

TN,  was 
recently 
selected 
men's 
assistant 
basketball 
coach  at 
East  Central 
Community 
College  in 
Decatur, 

announced  Warrior  head  coach 
Billy  Smith. 

McGhee,  32,  brings  several 
years'  coaching  experience  to 
his  new  position.  IHe  is  a former 
boys'  basketball  assistant  at  St. 
Mary  High  School  in  Paducah, 
Kentucky,  where  he  helped  lead 
the  2000-01  team  to  the  State 
Class  A Regional  Championship 
and  a berth  in  the  Final  Four.  He 
is  also  a former  boys'  basket- 
ball assistant  at  Graves  County 
High  School  in  Mayfield,  Ken- 
tucky, which  won  regional  and 
district  titles  in  1 999-2000  and 
advanced  to  the  Sweet  Sixteen 
State  Tournament. 


In  addition,  McGhee  has 
accumulated  coaching  experi- 
ence at  various  basketball  camps 
on  the  collegiate  level,  serving 
with  coaches  Travis  Ford  at  East- 
ern Kentucky  University,  "Tubby" 
Smith  at  the  University  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Mike  Sutton  at  Tennes- 
see Tech  University. 

McGhee  also  officiates  bas- 
ketball games,  and  served  the 
past  year  on  the  collegiate  level 
in  the  Southern  Intercollegiate 
Athletic  Conference.  He  has 
served  as  a high  school  referee 
the  past  1 0 years. 

McGhee  is  a former  basket- 
ball standout  at  Lemoyne-Owen 
College  in  Memphis  and  at 
Augustana  College  in  Sioux  Falls, 
South  Dakota.  He  also  had  a stel- 
lar career  at  Frayser  High  School 
in  Memphis. 

He  is  a member  of  World 
Overcomers  Outreach  Ministries 
in  Memphis. 

McGhee  is  currently  pursuing 
bachelor  degrees  in  history  and 
math  with  an  emphasis  in  educa- 
tion. 

His  parents  are  Melvin  and 
Yvonne  McGhee  of  Memphis. 


Freshman  sweeper  Ted  Thompson  (5)  of  Meridian  sends  a kick 
toward  the  ECCC  goal  in  the  season  finale  against  Gulf  Coast  on  Octo- 
ber 22.  Other  Soccer  Warriors  pictured  are  freshman  forward  Jonathan 
Holland  ( 6)  of  Philadelphia,  sophomore  forward  lohn  Theobald  of 
Vicksburg,  freshman  midfielder  lose  Castillo  of  Morton  and  freshman 
midfielder  joe  Theobald  of  Vicksburg.  East  Central  won  the  South  Divi- 
sion matchup  by  a 3-2  score. 

ECCC  Soccer  Warriors 
clip  MS  Gulf  Coast  3-2 


Did  You  Know? 

George  Washington  was  the  only 
president  to  receive  all  electoral 
college  votes  twice,  in  the  1788  and 
1792  elections. 


East  Central  Community 
College's  soccer  team  completed 
the  2003  campaign  on  a success- 
ful note  as  freshman  Mitch  Myers 
scored  the  winning  goal  with 
about  two  minutes  remaining 
for  a 3-2  victory  over  Gulf  Coast 
Wednesday  afternoon  on  the 
Decatur  campus. 

Myers,  a product  of  McLaurin 
High  School  in  Rankin  County, 
had  given  the  Soccer  Warriors  an 
early  1 -0  lead  but  a goal  by  the 
Bulldogs'  Chris  Symmes  knotted 


the  score  at  1-1  at  the  break. 

Joe  Theobald,  a freshman 
from  St.  Aloysius  in  Vicksburg, 
put  the  Warriors  out  front  2-1 
with  his  goal  at  the  54lh  minute, 
but  Gulf  Coast  again  tied  the 
contest  approximately  10  min- 
utes later  on  a goal  by  Brian 
Noble. 

The  Soccer  Warriors,  led  by 
fifth-year  head  coach  Kenneth 
Thompson,  finished  7-11  overall 
and  3-7  in  division  play.  Gulf 
Coast  dropped  to  8-8-1 . 
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New  Warrior  Corps  members  selected  at  East 


Bates 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege recently  announced  new 
members  of  the  Warrior  Corps, 
a select  group  of  students  who 
assist  in  recruiting  and  serve  as 
hosts  for  various  campus  events. 

New  members  and  their 
respective  high  schools  include 
Brandi  Bates,  Kathy  Jones  and 
Kacie  Pigg,  all  of  Leake  Acad- 
emy; Lee  Anne  Rawson,  Car- 
thage; Jennifer  Johnson  and 
Ashley  Johnson,  both  of  Neshoba 
Central;  Felicity  Godwin  and 
Brian  Sibley,  both  of  Newton 
County  Academy;  Marley 
Smith,  Union;  Lauren  Barrett, 

Ty  Dowden,  Valerie  Gibbs,  Alli- 
son Gressett,  Kellie  Jo  McGee, 
Sharli  Moulds,  Ashley  Nichol- 
son and  Jessica  Sheehan,  all  of 
Newton  County  High  School; 
Marcia  McMillan,  Lake;  Brandi 
Patterson,  Morton;  Amy  Ealy, 
Forest;  Courtney  Hollingsworth, 
Scott  Central;  Daphanie  Hatcher 
and  Coty  Stokes,  both  of  Nanih 
Waiya;  Adam  McAdory,  Tracey 
McCracken,  Audra  Myers  and 
Dana  Quinn,  all  of  Louisville; 
Samantha  Partridge,  Noxapater; 
and  Shelly  Brake,  Brandon. 

Bates  is  a sophomore  elemen- 
tary education 
major  and  is 
the  daughter 
of  Doug  and 
Cynthia  Bates 
of  Philadel- 
phia. She  was  a 
member  of  the 
Leake  Acad- 
emy Annual 
Staff,  Students 
Against  Drunk 

Driving  and  the  Senior  Christian 
Organization.  She  also  served  as 
captain  of  the  LA  Cheerleading 
squad,  was  selected  an  All-Star 
cheerleader  and  was  an  office 
assistant. 

A freshman  elementary  edu- 
cation major, 
Jones  is  the 
daughter  of 
Danny  and 
Janice  Jones 
of  Carthage. 

She  served  as 
editor  of  the 
LA  yearbook, 
received  the 
Jones  Headmaster's 
Award  and  the  speech  award  and 
was  selected  a senior  class  favor- 
ite. She  is  a member  of  the  ECCC 
Baptist  Student  Union. 

Pigg  is  a sophomore  dental 
hygiene  major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Amy 
Hardy  and 
Jerry  Pigg  of 
Madden.  She 
served  as  vice 
president  of 
her  junior  and 
. senior  classes, 

Pl99  was  a member 
of  the  yearbook  staff,  Beta  Club, 
Senior  Christian  Organization, 
and  Students  Against  Drunk 
Driving.  She  also  served  as  a 
cheerleader  for  four  years.  At  East 
Central,  she  is  a member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  international  honor 
society  and  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau. 

A freshman  speech  pathology 
major,  Rawson  is  the  daughter 
of  Gary  and  Rhonda  Rawson  of 
Carthage.  She  was  the  recipient 


Rawson 


ous  academic 
awards  and  was 
named  to  the 
Scholar's  List. 
She  was  runner- 
up  in  the  Beta 
State  English 
Contest.  She  is 
a member  of 
the  ECCC  Baptist 

Student  Union. 

Jennifer  Johnson  is  a fresh- 
man liberal 
arts  major  and 
the  daughter  of 
Danny  Joe  and 
Janice  Johnson 
of  Philadel- 
phia. She  was 
a member  of 
the  Beta  Club, 

i Mu  Alpha  Theta 

J.  Johnson  andthefa|ented 

and  Gifted  class.  She  also  partici- 
pated in  Quill  and  Scroll. 

A freshman  nursing  major, 

Ashley  Johnson 
is  the  daughter 
of  Oma  and 
Dianne  John- 
son of  Philadel- 
phia. She  was 
a member  of 
the  Beta  Club, 
Future  Busi- 

. , ness  Leaders 

A.  Johnson  Qf  /\merjca;  Mu 

Alpha  Theta  and  the  Talented  and 
Gifted  Class.  She  also  partici- 
pated in  Quill  and  Scroll. 

Godwin  is  a sophomore  busi- 
ness adminis- 
tration major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rocky 
Godwin  and 
Cathy  Addy 
of  Hickory. 

She  served  as 
NCA  yearbook 

„ , . editor  and  head 
Godwm  cheedeader  she 

received  various  scholarships  and 
academic  awards,  was  named  ot 
the  Headmaster's  List,  Honor  Roll 
and  Who's  Who  Among  Ameri- 
can High  School  Students.  She  is 
a member  of  the  ECCC  Concert 
Choir  and  Mu  Alpha  Theta. 

A freshman  physical  therapy 
major,  Sibley 
is  the  son  of 
Henry  and 
Martha  Sibley 
of  Newton. 

He  served  as 
president  of 
Future  Busi- 
ness Leaders  of 
America  and 
Sibley  treasurer  of  the 
National  Honor  Society  and  was 
selected  Most  Dependable  and 
Best  School  Spirit  in  Who's  Who 
elections.  At  East  Central,  he  is  a 
member  of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau 
and  the  Baptist  Student  Union 
Praise  Band. 

Smith  is  a freshman  pre-phar- 
macy major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Mark  and 
Donna  Smith  of 
Union.  She  was 
selected  to  the 
UHS  Hall  of 
Fame  and  was 
named  an  All- 
. State  softball 

Smith  player.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  ECCC  Lady  War- 


Dowden 


of  the  Citizenship  Award,  vari-  rior  fast-pitch  softball  team 


A freshman  liberal  arts  major, 
Barrett  is  the  daughter  of  Joe  and 
Glenda  Barrett 
of  Decatur.  She 
served  as  presi- 
dent of  Health 
Occupations 
Students  of 
America  and 
was  chosen 
typical  teenager 
_ in  Who's  Who 

Barrett  elections.  She 
participated  in  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Coaches  All-Star 
softball  tournament  and  is  cur- 
rently a member  of  the  Lady 
Warrior  fast-pitch  softball  team. 

Dowden  is  a freshman  liberal 
arts  major  and  the  daughter  of 
Ken  and  Karen 
Dowden  of 
Decatur.  She 
graduated  as 
salutatorian 
and  received 
the  John  W. 
Harris  Leader- 
ship Award. 

She  served 
as  president  of 
the  Beta  Club  and  the  Cougar 
Marching  Band.  She  is  a member 
of  the  ECCC  Scholar's  Bowl 
team. 

A freshman  physical  therapy 
major,  Gibbs 
is  the  daughter 
of  Randy  and 
Debbie  Gibbs 
of  Newton.  She 
served  as  vice 
president  of  the 
Beta  Club  and 
received  vari- 
ous academic 
honors  includ- 
ing the  calculus  award  and  the 
personal  finance  award.  She  is 
a member  of  the  ECCC  Baptist 
Student  Union,  Scholars  Bowl 
and  serves  as  treasurer  of  Sigma 
Sigma  Mu  Tau. 

Gressett  is  a sophomore 

occupational 
therapy  major 
and  daughter 
of  Danny  and 
Kathy  Gressett 
of  Decatur.  She 
served  as  vice 
president  of 
the  Beta  Club, 
editor  of  the 
Beta  Scrapbook 
and  the  yearbook,  and  was  a 
member  of  Mu  Alpha  Theta  and 
the  Homecoming  Court.  At  East 
Central,  she  is  a member  of  the 
yearbook  staff,  Sigma  Sigma  Mu 
Tau,  Baptist  Student  Union  Coun- 
cil, Phi  Theta  Kappa  and  Wesley 
Foundation. 

McGee  is  a sophomore 

occupational 
therapy  major 
and  daughter 
of  Joe  Lee  and 
Cindi  McGee 
of  Hickory.  She 
was  a member 
of  the  Beta 
Club  and  Mu 
Alpha  Theta  at 
Newton  County. 

At  East  Central,  she  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Student 
Union  Council  and  the  BSU 
interpretive  movement  team, 
the  Wall  O'  Sound  Band  Coun- 
cil and  Color  Guard  and  Sigma 
Sigma  Mu  Tau. 


Gibbs 


Gressett 


McGee 


Moulds 


Nicholson 


Sheehan 


A freshman 
pre-veterinary 
medicine 
major,  Moulds 
is  the  daughter 
of  Charles  and 
Judy  Moulds 
of  Conehatta. 

At  Newton 
County,  she 
served  as  presi- 
dent of  Future  Farmers  of  Amer- 
ica and  secretary  of  the  FFA  Fed- 
eration. She  received  the  Agri- 
Science  Award.  She  is  a member 
of  Sigma  Sigma  Mu  Tau  medical 
club  at  East  Central. 

Nicholson  is 
a freshman  ele- 
mentary edu- 
cation major 
and  daugh- 
ter of  Kary 
and  Brenda 
Nicholson  of 
Chunky.  She 
was  a member 
of  the  Beta  Club 
and  Mu  Alpha  Theta  and  served 
as  drum  major  for  the  Cougar 
Marching  Band.  She  is  a member 
of  the  ECCC  Wall  O'  Sound 
Band,  the  Baptist  Student  Union 
and  the  Student  Education  Asso- 
ciation. 

A freshman 
liberal  arts 
major,  Sheehan 
is  the  daughter 
of  Ricky  and 
Jackie  Sheehan 
of  Little  Rock. 
She  graduated 
as  valedicto- 
rian, served  as 
vice  president 
of  the  Beta  Club  and  Mu  Alpha 
Theta  and  received  various  aca- 
demic awards.  She  is  a member 
of  the  ECCC  Baptist  Student 
Union  and  the  Scholars  Bowl 
team. 

McMillan 
is  a freshman 
liberal  arts 
major  and 
the  daughter 
of  Bruce  and 
Diane  McMil- 
lan of  Forest. 
She  graduated 
as  valedicto- 
rian, served  as 
president  of  the  Beta  Club  and 
was  editor  of  the  LHS  yearbook 
and  newspaper.  She  is  a member 
of  the  ECCC  Concert  Choir. 

A freshman 
nursing  major, 
Patterson  is  the 
daughter  of  Tim 
and  Rhonda 
Patterson  of 
Morton.  She 
was  selected 
to  Who's  Who 

Patterson  Among  Ameri- 
can High  School 
Students,  was  chosen  an  MHS 
beauty  and  served  as  a paige  in 
the  Mississippi  Senate. 

Ealy  is  a 
freshman  psy- 
chology major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Alexan- 
der and  Willie 
Ealy  of  Forest. 
She  graduated 
as  valedictorian 
and  was  named 
to  the  FHS  Hall  of 


McMillan 


Hatcher 


Ealy 


Fame.  She  served  as  president  of 
the  National  Honor  Society  and 
Future  Community  and  Career 
Leaders  of  America,  secretary  of 
the  Beta  Club  and  vice  president 
of  the  Student  Council.  She  was 
a member  of  the  basketball,  track 
and  cross-country  teams  and 
served  as  captain  of  the  cheer- 
leading squad.  At  East  Central, 
she  is  a member  of  the  gospel 
choir,  Baptist  Student  Union  and 
serves  as  a student  body  officer. 

A fresh- 
man broadcast 
journalism/ 
computer  tech- 
nology major, 
Hollingsworth 
is  the  daughter 
of  Corbert  and 
Kathy  Hol- 

Hollingsworth  of  1 forest  °S  he 
received  the  Rebel  Award,  was 
selected  All-Star  Cheer  Captain, 
was  a member  of  the  Home- 
coming Court  and  was  named 
Most  Likely  to  Succeed.  At  East 
Central,  she  is  a member  of  the 
Cheerleading  Squad  and  Phi  Beta 
Lambda  business  fraternity. 

Hatcher  is 
a freshman  lib- 
eral arts  major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Johnny 
and  Stephanie 
Hatcher  of 
Louisville.  She 
was  named 
to  the  NWHS 
Hall  of  Fame, 
was  selected  Homecoming 
Queen  and  received  the  Spirit  of 
Junior  Miss  Award.  She  was  also 
a member  of  the  Beta  Club. 

A sopho- 
more carpentry 
major,  Stokes  is 
the  son  of  Clif- 
ford and  Jean 
Stokes  of  Lou- 
isville. He  was 
a member  of 
the  Beta  Club 
at  Nanih  Waiya 
and  currently 
serves  as  an  ECCC  cheerleader 
and  member  of  VICA  (Vocational 
Industrial  Clubs  of  America). 

McAdory 
is  a sopho- 
more music 
education 
major  and  the 
son  of  Margie 
Thompson  of 
Louisville.  He 
serves  as  presi- 
dent of  the 
McAdory  student  Body 
Association  and  is  a member  of 
the  Warrior  Wall  O'  Sound  Band, 
the  Environmental  Club,  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  Collegians,  Concert 
Choir,  Jazz  Band  and  Ac'cents. 

A sopho- 
more nurs- 
ing major, 
McCracken 
is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Johnny 
and  Penny 
Hillhouse  of 
Louisville  and 

. . _ . the  late  Rusty 

McCracken  McQacken 

She  was  named  to  Who's  Who 
Among  American  High  School 

Students  and  was  chosen  senior 
Homecoming  Maid  and  Most 


Stokes 


College  Honors  Program  Encourages  Independent  Study 


East  Central  Community  Col- 
lege continues  to  provide  honors 
classes  for  qualified  students. 

The  Honors  Program  is 
designed  to  provide  challeng- 
ing courses  of  study  for  highly 
capable  and  well-motivated  stu- 
dents. It  is  structured  to  encour- 
age outstanding  students  to  strive 
for  maximum  achievement  and 
encourages  independent  study 
and  group  discussion,  thereby 
helping  the  student  to  develop 
the  ability  to  think  logically  and 
respond  creatively. 

Courses  offered  through  the 
Honors  Program  include  English 


Composition  I and  II,  English 
Literature  I and  II,  American 
History  I and  II  and  Elementary 
Functions. 

To  be  admitted  to  the  pro- 
gram, freshman  and  sophomore 
students  must  have  a superior 
score  on  the  ACT  and  must  have 
recommendation  from  the  hon- 
ors faculty. 

Students  with  a 25  composite 
score  on  the  ACT  and  a score  of 
27  on  the  English  portion  of  the 
ACT  are  eligible  to  participate 
in  Honors  English  Composition. 
Students  who  complete  course 
requirements  receive  six  hours 


I! 


credit  for  one  semester  of  instruc- 
tion. 

To  participate  in  Honors  Eng- 
lish Literature  I and  II,  students 
must  have  at  least  a "B"  average 
in  English  Composition  I and  II, 
must  be  recommended  by  the 
English  faculty  and  must  have  the 
instructor's  approval. 

Linda  Pierce,  Chairman  of  the 
Honors  Program  and  instructor 
of  Honors  English  and  Honors 
Literature,  said,  "Honors  English 
is  quite  a bargain.  It  is  the  only 
class  in  which  students  receive 
six  hours  credit  for  one  semester 
of  work.  But  it  does  require  dedi- 
cation and  a willingness  to  work 
hard.  Honors  English  Literature 
classes  are  small  classes  for  stu- 
dents who  enjoy  reading,  analyz- 
ing and  discussing  literature. 

Honors  classes  take  effort,  but 
they  are  well  worth  it.  They  help 
develop  responsibility  and  make 
students  think  for  themselves." 

Marc  McCool  is  the  instructor 
for  Honors  History  I and  II  and 
students  wishing  to  enroll  must 
have  his  approval. 

McCool  said,  "Each  honors 
history  course  is  a three  hour 
course  and  is  a more  in-depth 
survey  of  the  political,  economic 
and  social  developments  of 
the  United  States  than  regular 
American  History.  Special 
projects,  recitations  and  book 
reviews  are  required. 


"Each  class  is  basically  open 
to  any  student  who  likes  to 
read  and  does  not  mind  the 
extra  work.  Classes  meet  once 
a week  but  do  require  outside 
work.  The  small  classes,  which 
usually  consist  of  10-15  students, 
allow  for  a great  deal  of  student 
participation  and  discussion." 

McCool  stressed  the  fact  that 
students  must  enjoy  reading  and 
be  self  disciplined  and  motivated 
to  be  successful  in  the  honors 
class. 

Elementary  Functions  is 
also  offered  as  a part  of  the 
Honors  Program  and  combines 
Algebra  and  Trigonometry  in  one 
semester. 

Elementary  Functions  is 
also  offered  as  a part  of  the 
Honors  Program. 

Mathematics  instructor  Gary 
Ann  Moore  said,  "Elementary 
Functions  is  a rigorous  one 
semester  course  in  College 
Algebra  and  Trigonometry.  It 
is  intended  for  students  whose 
majors  require  Calculus.  To 
qualify  for  Functions,  students 
must  have  sucessfully  completed 
Algebra  II  and  Trigonometry  in 
high  school.  We  also  recommend 
a 25  math  subscore  on  the  ACT." 

Students  who  are  interested  in 
the  Honors  Program  may  contact 
Pierce 


ECCC's  Faulkner 
Receives  USA 
Funds  Scholarship 

|§  JMfeiL  East  Central 
Community  Col- 
lege  sophomore 
■ Tammy  Faulkner 

of  Morton  was 
reientlv 

I a sr  holarship 

I from  USA  Funds, 
Faulkner  the  nation's 

largest  education 
loan/scholarship  guarantor. 

Faulkner  was  selected  from 
more  than  14,000  applications 
from  qualified  students  enrolled 
in  an  undergraduate  or  gradu- 
ate program.  She  is  currently 
enrolled  in  the  College's  Associ- 
ate Degree  Nursing  program. 

At  East  Central,  Faulkner 
serves  as  vice  president  of  Stu- 
dents Against  Destructive  Deci- 
sions and  she  is  a member  of 
Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  col- 
lege, the  Association  of  Student 
Nurses  at  East  Central,  Missis- 
sippi Association  of  Student 
Nurses  (MASN)  and  the  National 
Student  Nurses  Association,.  A 
Dean's  List  Scholar,  Faulkner  was 
selected  to  Who's  Who  In  Ameri- 
can Community  and  lunior  Col- 
leges and  was  nominated  for  the 
MASN  Hall  of  Fame. 


Marc  McCool  (left)  has  an  in-depth  discussion  with  his  Honors 
American  History  course. 


Central 


Myers 


Beautiful.  A Dean's  List  Scholar, 
she  is  a member  of  Phi  Theta 
Kappa  at  East  Central. 

Myers  is  a 
sophomore  pre- 
nursing major 
and  the  daugh- 
ter of  John 
and  Bonnie 
Myers  of  Lou- 
isville. She  is  a 
member  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa, 
the  Environmen- 
tal Club  and  Sigma  Sigma  Mu 
Tau.  She  serves  as  a Student  Body 
Association  representative  and  is 
a Warrior  Cheerleader. 

A sopho- 
more pre-nurs- 
ing major, 
Quinn  is  the 
daughter  of 
Steve  and  Mary 
Quinn  of  Lou- 
isville. She  is 
a member  of 
Sigma  Sigma 
Mu  Tau. 

Partridge 
is  a sopho- 
more drafting 
and  design 
major  and  is 
the  daugh- 
ter of  Sandra 
Partridge  of 
Meridian. 

She  received 
various  academic 
scholarships  and  was  selected 
to  Who's  Who  Among  American 

High  School  Students.  She  serves 
as  president  of  the  ECCC  VICA 
Club  and  is  a member  of  the  Fel- 
lowship of  Christian  Athletes  and 
the  Lady  Warrior  fast-pitch  soft- 
ball  team. 


Quinn 


Partridge 


A sopho- 
more occupa- 
tional therapy 
major,  Brake 
is  the  daughter 
of  Bill  and  Kim 
Brake  of  Flor- 
ence. She  was 
| a member  of 
the  National 
Honor  Society 
and  the  Beta  Club  and  was  a 
Presidential  Scholar.  At  East  Cen- 
tral, she  is  a member  of  the  Con- 
cert Choir,  Baptist  Student  Union 
Council,  Phi  Theta  Kappa  and;the 
Wesley  Foundation. 


Teacher  Spotlight: 

Bruce  Guraedy 


Years  at  East  Central:  20 


Courses  You  Teach:  Draw- 
ing, Design,  Art  Appre- 
ciation, Art  for  Elementary 
Teachers,  Painting  and 
Ceramics. 

What  prompted  you  to 
become  a teacher ? I like 
doing  art  and  wanted  a 
steady  income  and  I could 
have  both  while  teaching 
art. 

What  is  the  best  and  worst 
part  of  being  a teacher ? 

The  best  part  would  be 
seeing  students  excel  and 
grow  in  class.  The  worst 
part  would  be  when  stu- 
dents don't  bring  supplies  to 
class,  and  tell  me  they  are 
not  going  to  do  an  assigned 
project. 

How  is  teaching  art  dif- 
ferent than  the  traditional 
classroom ? It  is  more 
common  with  vo-tech 
academically.  Instead  of  just 
learning  it  and  doing  it  and 
only  having  a grade  to  show 
for  it,  you  get  to  show  not 
only  what  you've  accom- 
plished grade  wise,  but  you 
nave  a project  and  the  use 
of  hands-on  learning  experi- 
ence. 

Where  did  you  attend  col- 
lege? B.A.,  M.Ed.,  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi 
Further  work  at  Mississippi 
State  University  and  Missis- 
sippi College. 

Family:  Married  26  years  to 
wife,  Linda;  one  son,  Jason. 
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Former  ECJC  Club  Team  Members  Honored! 

These  former  East  Central  Community  College  athletes  who  were  members  of  Women's  Club  Teams  from  1956-1975  were  presented  varsity 
letters  during  a special  ceremony  held  during  Homecoming  activities  October  4,  2003,  on  the  Decatur  campus.  Former  ECCC  coach  Lucille 
Wood,  event  organizer,  made  the  presentation  to  her  former  players  "who  truly  paved  the  way  for  women's  sports  as  they  are  known  today." 
Included  in  the  group  are  former  basketball,  tennis  and  volleyball  team  members  who  participated  in  their  respective  sport  without  receiv- 
ing scholarships  or  varsity  letters.  The  players  also  furnished  their  own  uniforms!  First  row,  from  left,  are  Ann  Sigrest  Williams,  Columbia;  Gail 
Dubard  labour,  Clinton;  Lois  Blount  Cooper,  Decatur;  Patsy  Dunigan  Clark,  Louisville;  Linda  Lea  Glasglow,  Greenville;  Brenda  Waggoner  Kirby, 
Forest;  Coach  Wood,  Decatur;  Nan  Shields  Morgan,  Ridgeland;  Jo  Munn  Blackburn,  Decatur;  Annette  Duncan  Presley,  Jackson;  Lynn  Russell 
Hayes,  Decatur;  Donna  Kirksey  Durr,  Raymond;  and  Lucy  Young,  Vicksburg.  Second  row,  from  left,  are  Lib  Smith  Hill,  Forest;  Sharon  Osborn 
Brown,  Austin,  TX;  Betty  Tadlock  Haney,  Brandon;  Patsy  Tadlock  Hollingsworth,  Morton;  Billie  McCrory  Watkins,  Forest;  Sylvia  Horn  Bush, 
Newton;  Brenda  Garvin  McMullan,  Decatur;  Sandy  Puckett  Keenan,  Bay  Springs;  Becky  Carter  Phillips  and  Ann  Reese  Hall,  both  of  Philadel- 
phia; Wanda  Elliott  Nowell,  Walnut;  and  Dana  Griffis  Carson,  Meridian.  Third  row,  from  left,  are  Peggy  Nickell  McQueen,  Little  Rock,  AR;  Rita 
Jones  Waggoner,  Forest;  Rita  D.  Gibbon,  Birmingham,  Ala.;  Elaine  Moore  Johnston,  Pearl;  Cynda  Gibbon  Barfield,  Baton  Rouge,  LA;  Linda  Hill 
Eakes,  Philadelphia;  Betty  McKinion  Walker,  Florence;  Barbara  Wicker  Price,  Quitman;  Deborah  Norwood  Duncan,  Philadelphia;  Johnnie  Sue 
Currie  Gaddis,  Mize;  Lynda  Truesdale,  Decatur;  Glenda  Watson  Natale,  Baton  Rouge,  LA;  and  Pat  Tidwell  Posey,  Philadelphia. 


Helping  Others 

East  Central  Community  College  drafting 
and  design  technology  majors  Jim  Dilley  (left) 
and  Drew  Chance,  both  of  Forest,  helped  con- 
struct a Habitat  for  Humanity  house  recently 
in  the  Goodhope  community  in  Scott  County. 
They  were  members  of  a seven-person  team 
that  framed  a house  in  just  one  day  for  a needy 
family!  Chance  is  the  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tony 
Chance  and  Dilley's  parents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Randy  Dilley,  all  of  Forest.  (Photo  courtesy  Roy 
Fountain,  president  of  the  Scott  County  Chapter 
of  Habitat  for  Humanity.) 


Theta  Xi  Attends  Seminar 


Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  international  honor 
society  of  the  two-year  college,  recently  attended  a satellite  seminar 
at  the  Educational  Television  Network  in  Jackson.  The  production 
was  broadcast  to  various  community  colleges  throughout  the  United 
Sates  and  featured  Dr.  Diann  Uustal  whose  presentation  was  titled 
"Keeping  Our  Promises:  Improving  Care  at  the  End  of  Life."  This 
was  the  third  in  a series,  which  focuses  on  the  organizations  Honors 
Study  Topic:  Dimensions  and  Directions  of  Health:  Choices  in 
the  Maze.  Presentations  during  the  first  two  seminars  were  by  Dr. 
Arnold  Reiman,  who  presented  "America's  Health  Care  System: 

How  Good  Is  It  and  How  Is  It  Changing?"  and  Dr.  Vicki  Lachman, 
whose  presentation  was  on  "The  Ethical  Frontiers  of  Biomedicine." 
Pictured  are  (from  left)  Chris  Moody  of  Louisville,  Allen  Davis  of 
Decatur,  Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia,  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton, 
Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur,  and  Liz  Kirk  and  Adam  McAdory,  both  of 
Louisville.  Christy  Ferguson  and  Ricky  Harrison  serve  as  sponsors. 


ECCC  PBL  Officers 

These  students  were  recently  selected  officers  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda 
business  fraternity  at  East  Central  Community  College.  Pictured  are 
(from  left)  president  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  vice  president 
Veronica  Holmes  of  Louisvile,  secretary  Marquita  Wilson  of  Forest, 
treasurer  Yolanda  Johnson  of  Newton,  reporter  Frank  Warmack  of 
Louisville  and  parlamentarian  Falind  Pace  of  Newton. 


Find  your  place. 

When  you  get  to  Mississippi  State,  there  will  be  a lot  to  learn, 
and  not  all  of  it  will  come  from  a book.  We  believe  the  college 
you  choose  is  more  than  just  a school-it  becomes  your  home. 
Your  place.  We'll  help  you  find  it  here.  To  learn  more  about 
enrolling  at  MSU,  contact  the  Office  of  Enrollment  Services. 
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ECCC  Beauty  Pageant  Finalists 


These  East  Central  Community  College  students  were  named  Top  Ten  Finalists  during  the  College's  annual  Beauty  Pageant  held  in  Huff 
Auditorium  on  the  Decatur  campus.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right)  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur;  Quintisa  Moncrief  of  Newton,  Tracey  McCracken 
of  Louisville,  Katie  Ford  of  Newton,  Ashley  Buckman  of  Bay  Springs,  Anna  Waltman  of  Philadelphia,  Renee  Thompson  of  Pelahatchie,  Lindsey 
Clanton  of  Lawrence,  Jessica  Creekmore  of  Louisville,  and  Shelley  Ferguson  of  Hickory. 


ECCC  Beauties,  Beaus 


These  East  Central  Community  College  students  were  selected  Beauties  and  Beaus  during  the  College's  annual  Beauty  Pageant  held  in  Huff 
Auditorium  on  the  Decatur  campus.  Pictured  are  (left  to  right)  Cameron  Coleman  of  Meridian,  Katie  Ford  of  Newton,  Blake  Jernigan  of  Nanih 
Waiya,  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur,  Most  Handsome  Todd  Body  of  Forest,  Most  Beautiful  Ashley  Buckman  of  Bay  Springs,  Renee  Thompson  of 
Pelahatchie,  David  Walters  of  Philadelphia,  Tracey  McCracken  of  Louisville  and  Matthew  Boggan  of  Decatur. 


Wood  Honored  by  Former  Athletes 

Lucille  Wood  (center),  East  Central  Community  College  instructor 
and  former  women's  basketball  coach,  was  honored  during  Home- 
coming festivities  October  4 by  members  of  the  College's  women's 
club  teams.  Wood  organized  a reunion  of  the  women  who  played  on 
basketball,  volleyball  and  tennis  club  teams  from  1956  to  1975.  In 
turn,  they  presented  her  with  a bouquet  of  roses  and  a commemora- 
tive pillow  signed  by  the  players  that  read,  "ECJC  Warriorettes:  Home- 
coming Reunion,  October  4,  2003."  Club  team  members  who  pre- 
sented the  gifts  were  Lois  Blount  Cooper  (left)  of  Decatur  and  Peggy 
Nickell  McQueen  of  Little  Rock,  AR. 


Preserving  snake  skin 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  recently  helped 
preserve  an  Anaconda  snake  skin  as  part  of  Biology  lab  assignments. 
Pictured  are  (from  left)  Daniel  Puckett  of  Philadelphia,  Josh  Avant  of 
Newton  County,  Tyler  Rounsaville  of  Philadlephia,  instructor  Patti 
Davis,  Andy  Smith  of  Neshoba  Central  and  instructor  Sharon  Lejeune. 


ECCC  Presidents'  Council  Officers 

These  East  Central  Community  College  sophomores  were  recently 
selected  to  serve  as  officers  of  the  Presidents'  Council,  an  organiza- 
tion composed  of  presidents  and  representatives  of  various  clubs  and 
organizations  on  campus.  From  left  are  Dian  Walters,  president,  of 
Philadelphia;  Luke  McNair,  vice  president,  of  Hickory;  and  Jennifer 
Carson,  secretary-treasurer,  of  Decatur.  Walters  is  a graduate  of  Phila- 
delphia High  School  and  McNair  and  Carson  are  products  of  Newton 
County  High  School.  The  Presidents'  Council  meets  on  a monthly 
basis  with  ECCC  President  Dr.  Phil  A.  Sutphin  and  Joe  Killens,  Vice 
President  for  Student  Services. 


Student  Survey:  What  are  your  thankful  for  and 
how  do  you  plan  to  spend  your  Thanksgiving  holidays? 

by  Stephanie  Culpepper,  student  photographer 


"I'm  thankful  for  the 
talents  and  abilities 
God  has  blessed  me 
with  and  for  my  won- 
derful girlfriend.  I plan 
to  hang  out  with  her 
and  relax  during  the 
holidays." 

Matt  Carol 
West  Lauderdale 


"I'm  thankful  for  my 
family,  especially  my 
dad.  I plan  to  spend 
time  with  my  family 
and  friends." 

Karla  Jim 
Choctaw  Central 


"I'm  thankful  for  my 
family,  friends  and 
good  health.  I plan  to 
help  cook,  sleep  and 
eat." 

Erika  Jordan 
Newton 


"I'm  thankful  for 
family  and  good  health. 
I plan  to  eat  at  my 
grandparents'  house 
and  spend  time  with 
my  dad." 

Koreather  Zapata 
Philadelphia 


"I'm  thankful  for 
everything  the  Lord 
has  blessed  me  with, 
especially  my  family 
and  friends.  My  hus- 
band, Ben,  ana  I will 
be  spending  Thanksgiv- 
ing with  his  family  in 


Carrie  Byram 
Sebastopol 


"I'm  thankful  for 
family,  friends  and 
blessings  from  God.  I'll 
have  dinner  with  family 
during  Thanksgiving." 


Cassandra  Loper 
Scott  Central 


:.\  A 


The  Tom-Tom 


A student  publication  of  East  Central  Community  College 


Page  7 


Help  support  the  March  of  Dimes! 

East  Central  Community  College's  Phi  Beta  Lambda  chapter 
completed  its  annual  fall  "Pumpkin  Sale"  in  Ocotber  and  began  a 
"Beanie  Baby"  sale  November  3 with  all  proceeds  benefiting  the 
March  of  Dimes.  Pictured  are  (from  left)  Brittany  Wooten  of  Lake, 
PBL  Community  Service  Chairerson,  advisor  Ann  Bullock  and  PBL 
president  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove.  For  more  information 
or  to  purchase  a Beanie  Baby,  please  contact  Bullock  or  any  PBL 
member. 


ECCC  Warriors  Fall  24-0  To  Southwest  In  Season  Finale 


Home  Run  Derby  Winner 

Former  East  Central  Community  College  baseball  standout  Jason 
Willis  (left)  of  Chunky  is  congratulated  by  Diamond  Warrior  head 
coach  Jake  Yarborough  after  Willis  took  top  honors  in  a home  run 
derby  held  as  part  of  the  first  annual  ECCC  Baseball  Alumni  Day.  Willis 
(Class  of  1999)  won  the  contest  with  seven  home  runs. 


Phi  Theta  Kappa  Officers 

Serving  as  officers  of  East  Central  Community  College's  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  inter- 
national honor  society  for  two-year  colleges,  are  (from  left)  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton,  president;  Ashley 
Fleming  of  Philadelphia,  historian  and  regional  historian;  Liz  Kirk  of  Louisville,  vice  president  of  scholar- 
ship; Mandy  Eakes  of  Philadelphia,  member  respresentative;  Chris  Moody  of  Louisville,  vice  president  of 
fellowship;  Allen  Davis  of  Decatur,  vice  president  of  service;  Audra  Myers  of  Louisville,  secretary/reporter; 
Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur,  vice  president  of  leadership;  and  Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville,  treasurer.  Spon- 
sors are  Debbie  Boyd,  Ricky  Harrison  and  Christy  Ferguson. 


his  48-yard  effort  late  in  the  third 
period  with  Southwest  out  front 
14-0. 

Southwest,  which  finished  5- 
4 and  3-3,  scored  in  each  period, 
beginning  with  a 38-yard  touch- 
down strike  from  quarterback 
Reggie  Lindsey  of  Pensacola, 

Fla.,  to  wide  receiver  Alvin  Wil- 
liams of  Daleville,  Ala.,  with  2: 

1 5 left  in  the  opening  stanza. 
Royce  Fonte  of  McComb  made 
the  first  of  his  three  PATs  for  a 
7-0  lead. 

Lindsey  later  connected  with 
wide  receiver  Scottie  Reddix 
of  Ocean  Springs  for  two  more 
scores  through  the  air.  Reddix 
tallied  on  a 16-yard  reception 
with  10  seconds  left  before  half- 
time, and  was  on  the  receiving 
end  of  a 64-yard  pass  play  with 
just  over  a minute  remaining  in 
the  third  period.  Fonte  added  a 


Participate  in  Alumni  Soccer  Game 

These  former  members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College 
Warrior  Soccer  team  participated  in  the  first-annual  Alumni  Soccer 
Match  held  Friday,  October  3,  as  a part  of  the  College's  Homecoming 
activities.  Pictured  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Kyle  Miller  of  Philadelphia, 
Jonathan  Shoemaker  of  Decatur,  Brandon  Ditto  of  Brandon  and  Nate 
Alexander  of  Corinth;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Tim  Stewart  of  Sebas- 
topol, Justin  Sendelweck  of  Brandon,  Derek  Dunn  of  Philadelphia  and 
Corey  Kemp  of  Corinth.  Not  pictured  is  John  May  of  Decatur.  Kenneth 
Thompson  serves  as  head  coach. 


Flag  Football  Runners-Up 

"Swangas"  finished  second  in  the  annual  intramural  flag  football 
competition  held  at  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur.  Team 
members  include  (kneeling  from  left)  Orie  Hudson,  Philadelphia; 
Geno  Boone,  Thomastown;  Johnathan  Griffin  and  Thomas  Taylor,  both 
of  Philadelphia;  and  Daniel  Tross,  Carthage;  and  (standing  from  left) 
Fred  Denson,  Morton;  Saztec  Smith,  Carthage;  Travel  Rogers,  Edin- 
burg; D'Andre  Hardin,  Louisville;  T.  J.  Dear,  Thomastown;  and  Mau- 
rice Calhoun,  Montgomery,  Ala.  Coach  Scott  Hill  serves  as  director  of 
the  College's  intramural  program. 


Season  action  ended  on  a dis- 
appointing note  for  the  East  Cen- 
tral Community  College  War- 
riors, who  were  shut  out  for  the 
first  time  this  year  in  a 24-0  loss 
to  Southwest  Mississippi  Com- 
munity College  Thursday  night  at 
Warrior  Stadium. 

EC,  which  finished  2-7  overall 
and  1-5  in  South  Division  con> 
petition,  had  one  of  the  state's 
top  offensive  units  throughout 
most  of  the  season,  but  had  a dif- 
ficult time  penetrating  the  Bear 
defense  as  drives  stalled  inside 
the  Southwest  20  on  several 
occasions.  The  Warriors  were 
also  unsuccessful  on  two  long 
field  goal  attempts  by  freshman 
kicker  Mitch  Myers  of  McLaurin. 
Myers  missed  from  46  yards  out 
with  just  over  five  minutes  left 
before  halftime  and  EC  trailing 
7-0,  and  also  missed  the  mark  on 


photo  by  Brian  Sibley 


Payne  Speaks  to 
ECCC  Students 

Leslie  Payne,  execu- 
tive director  of  Care  Lodge 
spoke  to  approximately  75 
East  Central  Community 
College  students  about 
Domestic  Violence.  The  sp 
cial  program  was  recently 
held  in  the  Vickers  Fine  Art 
Center. 


Flag  Football  Champs 

"Tne  Bushwhackers"  took  top  honors  in  the  intramural  flag  football 
competition  held  at  East  Central  Community  College  in  Decatur.  Team 
members  include  (kneeling  from  left)  Rocky  Wash,  Forest;  Brandon 
Walker,  Nanih  Waiya;  Joe  Buck  Peterson  and  Gabe  Snow,  both  of 
Louisville;  and  Zack  Logan,  Newton.  Standing  from  left  are  Jeremiah 
Gillett,  Louisville;  Chase  Nicholson,  Newton;  Corey  Blackwell,  Nanih 
Waiya;  Jeremy  Tune,  Newton;  and  Sam  McDill,  Decatur.  Coach  Scott 
Hill  serves  as  director  of  the  College's  intramural  program. 


Intramural  Golf  Tourney 
Participants 


Participants  in  the  recently  held  East 
Central  Community  College  Intramu- 
ral Golf  Tournament  were  (kneeling 
from  left)  Jason  Sistrunk  of  Sebastopol, 

Tony  Warren  of  Union,  Jim  Dilley  of 
Forest,  Lamar  Mayo  and  Jason  Wallace, 
both  of  Louisville;  Brian  McNeill  of 
Enterprise,  Brandon  Ezell  of  Decatur, 
and  Drew  Kenna  of  Forest,  and  (stand- 
ing from  left)  Eric  Llardy  ofVicksburg, 

Jonathan  Booker  of  Philadelphia,  Brent 
McMillan  of  Newton,  James  Sparks  of 
Jackson,  Phillip  Dickerson  of  Union, 

Skip  Stamper  of  Hickory  and  coaches  Jake  Yarborough  and  Scott  Hill  of  Decatur.  Not  pictured  is  Patrick 
Brown  of  Decatur.  McMillan  won  the  nine-hole  event  by  carding  a three  under  par  32.  The  tournament 
was  held  at  Decatur  Country  Club. 


Happy  Halloween! 

Students  in  Frances  Graham's  Human  Growth  and  Development  class  got  into  the  Halloween  spirit  by  dressing  up  in  various  costumes. 


Intramural  Golf  Tourney  Winners 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  took  top  honors  in 
the  College's  first  annual  Intramural  Golf  Tournament  held  recently 
at  Decatur  Country  Club.  Brent  McMillan  (left)  of  Newton  won  the 
nine-hole  event  by  carding  a 32,  three  under  par.  Other  award  win- 
ners included  Jason  Sistrunk  (second  from  left)  of  Sebastopol,  who 
finished  third  with  a 36,  and  Tony  Warren  of  Union,  winner  of  the 
closest-to-the-hole  contest.  Also  pictured  is  Scott  Hill,  ECCC  softball 
coach  who  also  serves  as  director  of  intramural  activities.  Not  pic- 
tured is  tournament  runner-up  Phillip  Dickerson  of  Union  who  shot  a 
34  and  won  the  longest  drive  competition. 


Do  you  like  to  write? 

Enjoy  taking  pictures? 

Join  The  Tom  Tom  Staff! 

For  more  information  stop  by  the 
Public  Information  Office  in  Huff  Auditorium. 
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STATISTICS 

East  Central  had  92  yards 
rushing  and  143  yards  pass- 
ing for  a 235  total.  Freshman 
tailback  Kenshay  Hunter  of 
Philadelphia  was  the  leading 
rusher  with  55  yards  on  seven 
carries.  Freshman  quarterback 
Rod  Allen  of  Jackson  Jim  Hill, 
who  played  most  of  the  game  in 
place  of  freshman  signal  caller 
Terrell  Robinson  of  Palatka,  Fla., 
completed  nine  of  1 8 passes  for 
99  yards  and  had  one  intercep- 
tion. Robinson  completed  four 
of  eight  passes  for  44  yards. 


Sophomore  wide  receiver  Bobby 
Lindsey  of  Newton  had  three 
receptions  for  47  yards.  Fresh- 
man receiver  Derrick  Harris  of 
Union  also  had  three  catches  for 
a 44-yard  total.  The  Warriors  had 
1 2 first  downs. 

Southwest  quarterback  Reggie 
Lindsey  completed  nine  of  1 8 
passes  for  1 73  yards.  Scottie 
Reddix  was  the  top  receiver  with 
two  grabs  for  80  yards  and  two 
scores.  The  Bears  had  1 71  yards 
rushing.  Tailback  Joseph  Tobias 
of  Loranger,  La.,  was  the  leading 
rusher  with  93  yards  on  24  car- 
ries. 
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Ac'cents  to  Present  Campus  Concert  Dec.  2 

The  Ac'cents,  East  Central  Community  College's  show  choir,  will  present  their  fall  campus  concert 
Tuesday,  December  2,  at  7 p.m.  in  Vickers  Fine  Arts  Center  Auditorium.  The  popular  group  will  perform 
hits  such  as  "Celebration"  by  Kool  and  the  Gang,  "A  Moment  Like  This"  by  Kelly  Clarkson,  "Doctor  Blues" 
by  Manhattan  Transfer  and  much  more.  Members  include  (kneeling  from  left)  Damein  Wash  of  Hickory, 
Shelby  Anderson  of  Raleigh  and  Sam  McDill  of  Decatur;  (second  row,  from  left)  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of 
Decatur,  Kristin  Hedrick  of  Conehatta,  Amy  Chamblee  of  Carthage,  Victoria  Loper  of  Decatur,  Adam 
McAdory  of  Louisville  and  Chris  Moody  of  Nanih  Waiya;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  Steven  Irby  of  Meridian, 
Dinah  Howell  Lachney  of  Decatur,  johnny  Jones  and  Katie  Ford,  both  of  Newton;  and  Luke  Howell  of  Little 
Rock.  Vicki  Blaylock  serves  as  director. 


Steverson 
wins  free 
tuition 
with  extra 
point  kick 

Flynn  Steverson  (right  and 
below),  a senior  at  Newton 
County  Academy,  received  a 
full  tuition  scholarship  to  East 
Central  Community  College 
for  the  fall  2004  semester  after 
successfully  kicking  an  extra 
point  during  "Be  Our  Guest 
Night"  activities  held  Octo- 
ber 23  during  the  Warriors' 
football  contest  with  North- 
west Mississippi  Community 
College.  Steverson's  name 
was  drawn  from  a list  of  all 
area  high  school  seniors  who 
attended  the  special  activities. 
Also  pictured  above  is  Joe  Kil- 
lens,  ECCC  Vice  President  for 
Student  Services. 


Receives  Burton  Scholarship 

Marjay  Jones  of  Philadelphia  was  presented  the 
Myrtle  Raye  Burton  Gerontology  Scholarship  recently 
established  at  East  Central  Community  College  in 
Decatur.  Jones,  a freshman  gerontology  major  and 
Meridian  High  School  graduate,  received  the  $1,000 
award  from  a contribution  provided  for  the  2003-04 
school  year  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Heart  and 
Hand,  Inc.,  in  Brandon.  The  scholarship  honors  Mrs. 
Burton,  a Newton  resident,  for  her  28  years  of  service 
and  dedication  to  the  elderly  citizens  of  east  central 
Mississippi  and  the  entire  state  during  her  employ- 
ment as  aging  director  with  the  East  Central  Planning 
and  Development  District.  Mrs.  Burton,  who  is  cur- 
rently receiving  treatment  for  cancer,  is  also  a former 
member  of  the  ECCC  Board  of  Trustees. 


Lamplighter 

Conference 

Coordinators 


East  Central  Community  College  served 
as  host  for  2003  the  Lamplighter  Confer- 
ence, an  annual  event  that  recognizes  out- 
standing instructors  representing  the  state's 
1 5 community  and  junior  colleges.  The 
conference  also  provides  an  opportunity 
for  instructors  to  establish  and  build  con- 
nections with  other  faculty  members,  and 
to  share  innovative  teaching  techniques 
and  approaches  to  learning  while  also 
enjoying  good  food,  fun  and  fellowship. 

ECCC  staff  members  responsible  for  coordinating  conference  activities  include  (from  left)  Maudean 
Sanders  of  Union,  who  serves  as  assistant  dean  of  vocational-technical  instruction;  Stacey  Holling- 
sworth of  Decatur,  administrative  assistant  for  foundation  and  alumni  relations;  Sylvia  Bush  of  Newton, 
counselor  of  vocational-technical  instruction;  and  Dr.  Lavinia  Sparkman  of  Decatur,  vice  president 
for  instruction.  The  2003  Lamplighter  Conference  was  held  at  the  Golden  Moon  Resort  and  Casino  in 
Choctaw,  MS. 


Collegians  plan  to  'Rock  and  Roll  All  Night' 
during  annual  campus  concert  Nov.  17 


To  the  opening  strains  of  the 
rock  classic,  "Rock  and  Roll  All 
Night"  by  the  80's  super  band, 
KISS,  the  2003-2004  ECCC  Col- 
legians will  kick  off  their  year- 
long concert  season  November 
1 7 with  their  highly  anticipated 
free  campus  concert  in  Huff 
Auditorium  at  8 p.m. 

Director  Thomas  W.  Carson 
said  he  is  often  asked  how  ECCC 
can  have  a school  sponsored 
rock  and  roll  band. 

He  said,  "Actually,  The  Colle- 
gians is  a night  science  class  (the 
lecture  part!).  As  a by-product  of 
that  class,  a band  is  formed  (the 
lab  part!).  Instead  of  frog  guts 
and  plants,  we  study  the  science 


of  rock!!" 

Carson  added,  "Many  high 
school  graduates  have  the 
"chops"  to  perform  in  a rock 
band  situation,  but  have  never 
been  able  to  be  in  an  organized 
group  to  develop  their  talents. 
Many  members  of  The  Collegians 
go  on  to  form  their  own  bands, 
or  continue  performing  long  after 
they  leave  ECCC. 

"The  biggest  reward  for  me  is 
when  Collegian  alumni  continue 
their  music  experience  and  stay 
in  touch,  keeping  me  informed  of 
their  whereabouts." 

Carson  said  he  feels  The  Col- 
legians is  a win-win  situation  for 
the  college.  It  recruits  students 


who  enroll  at  ECCC,  hoping  to 
get  into  the  group,  the  school 
gains  a great  deal  of  publicity 
by  their  performances  in  places 
such  as  New  York,  Orlando,  and 
the  1996  Olympics  and,  most 
importantly,  it  is  an  opportunity 
for  talented  students  to  gain  prac- 
tical experience  performing  the 
latest  radio  hits  in  a live  rock  and 
roll  band. 

When  asked  what  to  expect 
at  their  November  1 7 campus 
concert,  Carson  said,  "We  will 
perform  everything  from  Santana 
to  Nickelback  and  will  also  have 
members  from  the  ECCC  music 
faculty  who  will  showcase  their 
rock  chops!" 


The  Collegians,  East  Central  Community  College's  rock  and  roll  band,  will  present  their  annual  fall 
campus  concert  at  8 p.m.,  Monday,  November  1 7,  in  Huff  Auditorium.  Members  and  their  respective  high 
schools  are  (front  row,  from  left)  technicians  Jeremy  Hamm  of  Union,  Jonathan  Walker  of  Newton  County 
and  Jason  Wallace  of  Louisville;  vocalists  Adam  McAdory  of  Lousiville  and  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur; 
technicians  Joseph  Bozeman  of  Neshoba  Central,  Ryan  Loper  of  Newton  County  and  Bryan  Whitley  of 
Philadelphia;  and  (back  row,  from  left)  trombonist  David  Walters  and  saxophonist  LizTullos,  both  of  Phila- 
delphia; trumpeters  Brian  Herring  of  Morton  and  Steven  Irby  of  Southeast  Lauderdale;  vocalists  Damein 
Wash  of  Hickory,  Cassidy  Crenshaw  of  Neshoba  Central  and  April  Ellis  of  Edinburg;  bass  guitarist  Grant 
Morris  of  Neshoba  Central,  vocalist  Natalie  Tanksley  of  Sebastopol,  guitarist  Chris  Moody  of  Nanih  Waiya, 
drummer  Johnny  Jones  of  Newton  and  keyboardist  Kristina  Harrison  of  Union.  Thomas  W.  Carson  serves  as 
director  and  also  plays  guitar. 


ECCC  Scholars  Bowl  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Scholars  Bowl  Team  for  the  200.3-04  term  include 
(seated,  from  left)  Holly  Pierce  of  Union,  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton,  Lauren  Heard  of  Madison  and  Valerie 
Gibbs  of  Newton;  and  (standing,  from  left)  Allen  Davis  of  Decatur,  Amy  Haralson  and  Jeremy  Gibbs,  both 
of  Forest;  Jessica  Sheehan  of  Little  Rock,  Jordan  Kemp  of  Louisville  and  Ty  Dowden  of  Decatur.  Also  pic- 
tured is  Dr.  Linda  Lane,  who  serves  as  sponsor. 


Outstanding  ECCC  Instructors 

These  East  CentralCommunity  College  instructors  were  among  faculty  members  representing  the  state's 
1 5 community  and  junior  colleges  who  were  recognized  for  excellence  at  the  2003  Lamplighter  Confer- 
ence held  at  the  Golden  Moon  Resort  and  Casino  in  Choctaw,  MS.  The  annual  event  also  provides  an 
opportunity  for  instructors  to  establish  and  build  connections  with  other  faculty  members  from  across  the 
state,  and  to  share  innovative  teaching  techniques  and  approaches  to  learning  while  also  enjoying  good 
food,  fun  and  fellowship.  From  left  are  Lisa  Gorgas  (associate  degree  nursing)  of  Newton,  Katharine  Buck- 
man  (licensed  practical  nursing)  of  Bay  Springs,  Tommy  Clopton  (chemistry)  of  Decatur,  Tony  Kinton  (Eng- 
lish) of  Carthage,  Vicki  Blaylock  (music)  of  Newton  and  Gloria  Johnson  (library  science)  of  Morton.  East 
Central  Community  College  served  as  host  for  this  year's  event. 


LeJeune,  Carson  named 
EC  HEADWAE  honorees 


Business  venture  on  campus 

Students  in  ECCC  business  technology  instructor  Christy  Fergu- 
son's Database  Management  class  recently  learned  the  basics  of  the 
American  Enterprise  system  when  members  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  pre- 
sented information  and  taught  six  sessions  to  the  class.  Leading  the 
project  was  Linda  Moody,  who  serves  as  the  chairperson  of  Phi  Beta 
Lambda's  American  Enterprise  Project.  To  help  students  understand 
the  concept,  they  set  up  their  own  business,  which  included  making 
Christmas  Bags  for  the  holidays.  The  company  name  "Bags  4 U!" 
was  chosen  by  the  class.  Students  were  involved  in  marketing,  sell- 
ing and  producing  the  Christmas  bags.  The  class  voted  to  donate  all 
the  company's  profits  to  the  March  of  Dimes.  Christmas  bags  may 
be  ordered  from  any  Phi  Beta  Lambda  member  December  1-5  and 
they  will  be  delivered  on  campus  December  8-12.  Pictured  prepar- 
ing bags  are  (from  left)  Moody,  Megan  Stovall  of  Philadelphia  and 
Database  Management  instructor  Christy  Ferguson. 


PTK  Leadership  Luncheon 

ECCC's  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year  college,  recently  hosted  a Leadership 
Luncheon  for  presidents  of  all  campus  organizations.  Freshman  Bran- 
don Harris,  president  of  the  ECCC  SIFE  (Students  in  Free  Enterprise) 
organization,  served  as  guest  speaker..  His  presentation  recognized  the 
importance  of  leadership  and  the  ways  in  which  students  can  improve 
their  leadership  skills.  Those  in  attendance  included  (front  row,  from 
left)  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur,  Dian 
Walters  of  Philadelphia,  Liz  Kirk  and  Kayla  Clay,  both  of  Louisville; 
Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia  and  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton;  and 
(back  row,  from  left)  Brad  Sutphin  and  Allen  Davis,  both  of  Decatur; 
Luke  McNair  of  Newton,  Brandon  Harris  of  Forest  and  Adam  McAdory 
and  Chris  Moody,  both  of  Louisville. 


ECCC  Dinner  Theater  Cast 

Members  of  the  2003  Fall  Dinner  Theater  cast  who  presented  "Something  Old,  Something  New, 
Something  Gospel  and  Something  Blue"  November  13-15  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Dinah  Lachney 
of  Decatur,  Amy  Chamblee  of  Carthage,  Victoria  Loper  of  Decatur,  music  keyboard  instructor  Len  Bobo 
of  Union,  Katie  Ford  of  Newton,  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur,  Kristin  Hedrick  of  Conehatta  and  Steven 
Irby  of  Meridian;  (second  row,  from  left)  Katrina  Moore  of  Louisville,  Shelby  Anderson  of  Raleigh,  Krystal 
Burton  of  Little  Rock,  Yolanda  Johnson  of  Newton,  Sam  McDill  of  Decatur  and  Johnny  Jones  of  Newton; 
and  (back  row,  from  left)  oral  communication  instructor  George  Vaughn  of  Decatur,  LaShandriea  Luckett  of 
Carthage,  Damein  Wash  of  Hickory,  Latasha  Hall  of  Decatur,  English  instructor  Tanya  Boler  of  Conehatta, 
Latoya  Coleman  of  Louisville,  Shane  Henderson  of  Decatur,  Anita  Griffin  of  Carthage,  English  instructor 
emeritus  Ovid  Vickers  of  Decatur,  music  keyboard  instructor  and  Ac'cents  director  Vicki  Blaylock,  Garyion 
Hathorn  of  Bassfield  and  Luke  Howell  of  Little  Rock.  (Please  see  review  and  additional  photos  on  page  4.) 


ECCC  students  selected  for  Who's  Who 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  were  recently  selected  for  Who's  Who  Among  Ameri- 
can Community  College  Students.  Pictured  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Brittany  Harris  and  Morgan  Harris, 
both  of  Louisville;  Brandi  Brown  of  Pelahatchie,  Courtney  Puckett  and  Liz  Kirk,  both  of  Louisville;  Elyse 
Willis  of  Philadelphia,  Holly  Pierce  of  Union,  Blair  Anderson  of  Decatur  and  Kristin  Hedrick  of  Cone- 
hatta; (second  rw,  from  left)  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  Miranda  Cooper  of  Morton,  Jennifer  Kersh 
of  Enterprise,  Audra  Myers  of  Louisville,  Marquita  Wilson  of  Forest,  Kery  McDill,  Mary  Lois  Thomas  and 
Casey  Young,  all  of  Decatur;  and  Ashley  Brown  of  Philadelphia;  (third  row,  from  left)  Robin  Rage  of  Union, 
Megan  Stovall,  Ashley  Fleming  and  Barry  Nowell,  all  of  Philadelphia;  Jim  Dilley  of  Forest,  Luke  McNair 
of  Hickory,  Samantha  Partridge  of  Meridian,  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur  and  Dian  Walters  of  Philadel- 
phia; and  (back  row,  from  left)  Eddie  Alexander  of  Little  Rock,  Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville,  Alan  Davis  of 
Decatur,  Dan  Henry  of  Newton  and  Nick  Meeks  of  Morton.  Not  pictured  are  Karen  Adams,  Jamie  Black- 
burn, Krissi  Harris, Emily  Mayes  and  Shelley  Wright,  all  of  Decatur;  Rita  Birden  of  Monroe,  La.;  Ashley 
Buckman  of  Bay  Springs;  Daphne  Cockrell,  Jessica  Davis,  Page  Holdiness,  Chris  Moody,  Brandon  Walker 
and  Amy  Warner,  all  of  Louisville;  Kimberly  Hancock,  Drew  Kenna  and  Ebonee  Leverette,  all  of  Forest; 
Daniel  Dunlap  of  McCool;  Stephen  Dyess  and  Jamaal  Martin,  both  of  Meridian;  Mandy  Eakes  of  Philadel- 
phia; Austin  Griffin,  Johnny  Jones  and  Kristen  Rice,  all  of  Newton;  Deanna  Gunn,  Donna  Moore,  Darlene 
Pickle,  Tanya  Thornton,  Jennifer  Wallace  and  Melanie  Watkins,  all  of  Carthage;  Jeremy  Hamm  and  Miranda 
Rosar,  both  of  Union;  Ginger  Richardson  of  Enterprise;  Lacey  Sanborn  of  Noxapater;  Jim  Tally  of  Saltillo, 
Dustan  Todd  of  Chunky,  and  Kimyatta  Viverette  of  Lake. 


Biology  instructor  Sharon 
LeJeune  of  Meridian  and  sopho- 
more music  education  major 
Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur  were 
recently  selected  East  Central 
Community  College's  HEADWAE 
faculty  member  and  student  for 
the  2003-04  term. 

The  ECCC  honorees  will  be 
recognized  along  with  other 
outstanding  instructors  and  stu- 
dents from  the  state's  public  and 
private  colleges  and  universities 
during  activities  scheduled  Tues- 
day, February  17,  2004,  in  Jack- 
son.  The  special  program  begins 
at  1 0 a.m.  at  the  State  Capitol 
and  concludes  with  an  awards 
luncheon  in  the  Empire  Room  of 
the  Clarion  Hotel  and  Conven- 
tion Center.  A booklet  featuring 
biographical  information  about 
each  honoree  will  be  presented 
at  the  awards  luncheon. 

HEADWAE  (Higher  Educa- 
tion Appreciation  Day  - Working 
Toward  Academic  Excellence) 
is  a program  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature.  The  special  activ- 
ity is  sponsored  by  the  state's 
corporate  community  and  is 
coordinated  by  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Colleges.  Each, 
year  HEADWAE  honors  out- 
standing faculty  members  and 
students  from  each  participating 
member  institution  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Association  of  Colleges. 
Instructors  are  selected  for  the 
honor  by  the  student  body  and 
faculty  members  choose  student 
honorees. 

Lejeune  is  in  her  second  year 
as  a member  of  the  ECCC  faculty. 
She  is  a former  adjunct  instruc- 
tor at  the  College  and  previously 
served  as  science  instructor  at 
Meridian  High  School  and  at 
Kate  Griffin  Junior  High  School 
and  Carver  Middle  School,  both 
located  in  Meridian. 

During  her  tenure  at  MHS, 
she  was  named  to  Who's  Who 
Among  American  High  School 
Teachers  and  received  the  Tandy 
Award,  presented  to  outstanding 
instructors.  She  was  also  selected 
a STEP  (Summer  Teaching  Enrich- 
ment Program)  Teacher  in  the 
NASA  Program. 

She  was  among  faculty  mem- 
bers selected  to  represent  ECCC 
at  the  annual  Lamplighter  Con- 
ference, which  recognizes  the 
state's  outstanding  community 
and  junior  college  instructors. 

Lejeune  is  a member  of  the 
Mississippi  Academy  of  Sciences, 
National  Science  Teachers  of 
America,  Mississippi  Association 
of  Biologists,  Mississippi  Faculty 
Association  for  Community  and 
Junior  Colleges  and  the  ECCC 
Administration,  Faculty  and  Staff 
Association. 

Her  civic  activities  include 
participating  in  Public  Lands 
Day,  held  at  Okatibbee  Reser- 


East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  music  education 
major  Jennifer  Carson  (left)  of  Decatur  and  biology  instructor  Sharon 
Lejeune  of  Meridian,  who  were  selected  the  College's  HEADWAE 
student  and  teacher  for  2003-04. 


voir;  Walk  for  Diabetes;  and  the 
Cancer  Walk.  She  also  volun- 
teers at  the  Nature  Conservancy 
and  serves  as  a Service  Learn- 
ing mentor.  She  is  a member  of 
St.  Patrick  Catholic  Church  in 
Meridian. 

Lejeune  is  a graduate  of  Jeff 
Davis  Academy  in  Meridian,  East 
Mississippi  Community  College 
in  Scooba  and  the  University 
of  West  Alabama  in  Livingston, 
where  she  received  bachelor  and 
master's  degrees  in  biology  and 
an  educational  specialist's  degree 
in  education. 

She  has  a daughter,  Leslie 
Lejeune. 

Carson  has  maintained  a per- 
fect 4.0  grade  point  average  at 
ECCC,  where  she  is  a member 
of  the  Wall  O'  Sound  Marching 
Band,  Collegians,  concert  choir, 
Warrior  Corps,  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
Student  Education  Association, 
Diamond  Girls,  President's  Coun- 
cil and  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year 
college.  In  addition,  Carson 
serves  as  sophomore  class  presi- 
dent, President's  Council  sec- 


retary, Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  vice  president  for 
leadership  and  Collegians'  presi- 
dent. She  previously  served  as 
freshman  class  secretary. 

She  was  selected  a National 
Dean's  List  Scholar  and  was 
recently  named  to  Who's  Who 
Among  Students  In  American 
Junior  College.  She  was  also 
selected  as  a Coca-Cola  Scholar 
and  received  a $1,000  scholar- 
ship from  the  organization's 
Foundation. 

Carson  is  a graduate  of 
Newton  County  High  School 
and  a member  of  Clarke- Ven- 
able Memorial  Baptist  Church  in 
Decatur. 

Her  parents  are  Thomas  W. 
and  Brenda  G.  Carson  of  Deca- 
tur. 

After  graduating  from  ECCC, 
Carson  plans  to  attend  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi  to  complete 
the  music  education  with  voice 
emphasis  degree  requirements  in 
order  to  become  a voice  instruc- 
tor or  choir  director. 


Americorps  to  hold  Christmas  toy  drive 

The  Americorps/Campuslink  team  is  currently  holding  a toy  drive 
for  the  Christmas  season.  They  are  partnering  with  the  Salvation  Army 
to  provide  gifts  for  needy  children. 

New  gifts,  wrapped  or  unwrapped,  can  be  dropped  off  at  the 
Learning  Skills  Center  located  upstairs  in  Newton  Hall.  Please  make 
sure  wrapped  gifts  are  labeled  either  "boy"  or  "girl"  and  the  age  for 
which  the  gift  is  appropriate.  Clothes  ranging  from  gloves  to  raincoats 
to  winter  jackets  are  also  welcome.  Please  help  the  AmeriCorps  team 
this  holiday  season  as  they  help  needy  children. 


2003  FALL  SEMESTER 
EXAM  SCHEDULE 


CLASS 

EXAM 

TUESDAY. 

DECEMBER  9.  2003 

MWF 

MWF 

MWF 

9:00AM  - 9:50AM 
12:00PM -12:50PM 
8:00AM  - 8:50AM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 
10:30AM  - 12:30PM 
1:00PM -3:00PM 

WEDNESDAY.  DECEMBER  10.  2003 

TT 

TT 

TT 

8:00AM -9:1  5AM 
12:55PM  - 2:10PM 
9:25  AM-  10:40AM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 
10:30AM-  12:30PM 
1:00PM -3:00PM 

THURSDAY.  DECEMBFR  1 1 . 2003 

MWF 

TT 

MWF 

1 1 :00AM  - 1 1 :50AM 
11:30AM-  12:45PM 

1 0:00AM  - 1 0:50AM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 
10:30AM-  12:30PM 
1:00PM -3:00PM 

FRIDAY  DECEMBFR  12.  2003 

MW 

MWF 

2:00PM  -3:15PM 
1:00PM  - 1:50PM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 
10:00AM  - 12:00PM 

All  vocational  course  exams  will  be  given  Thursday, 
December  1 1 , 2003,  beginning  at  8 a.m. 

Grades  must  be  entered  by  Friday,  December  12,  2003,  at 
2:30  p.m. 
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Student  Viewpoint: 

Manners  not  only  important  to  Mom, 
but  to  other  students  and  facutly 

Please  and  thank  you,  yes  ma'am  and  no  ma'am,  excuse  me  - 
- these  are  just  a few  of  the  simple  manners  that  our  mothers  taught 
us  as  they  struggled  to  instill  proper  etiquette  into  our  brains.  For  the 
most  part,  many  of  us  redeem  ourselves  admirably  while  our  moth- 
ers are  watching  over  the  weekend.  However,  it  seems  as  if  when 
we  get  back  to  school  on  Monday  that  manners  and  etiquette  are 
left  in  our  childhood  bedroom  alongside  that  old  stuffed  Winnie  the 
Pooh. 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  how  distracting  it  is  when  you 
rise  from  your  desk  in  the  middle  of  class,  walk  across  the  room 
in  front  of  the  teacher,  and  slam  the  door  as  you  hurry  out  to  take 
that  all  important  phone  call  from  your  best  friend?  Do  you  know 
how  much  attention  you  attract  when  you  breeze  through  the  door 
fifteen  minutes  after  roll  has  been  called?  Ever  noticed  how  far  a 
whispered  conversation  carries  in  a small  room  or  how  loud  that 
cell  phone  rings? 

These  disruptions  of  class  do  not  merely  offer  a little  relief  to  the 
few  bored  students,  but  distracts  those  students  who  are  struggling 
to  make  good  grades.  Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  there  are  some 
students  who  wish  to  learn  something  during  class.  They  also  inter- 
rupt the  lecture  that  the  teacher  has  worked  so  hard  to  prepare  so 
that  we  as  students  can  continue  our  education  and  take  our  place 
in  the  world.  Our  teachers  spend  a great  deal  of  time  and  effort 
working  to  offer  critical  information  in  an  interesting  fashion  and 
yet  we  fail  to  show  them  the  least  amount  of  respect  or  gratitude, 
instead  of  listening  and  taking  notes,  we  get  up  and  down  and  walk 
right  past  them  and  out  the  door.  Instead  of  arriving  on  time,  we 
rush  in  late. 

Now  I know  that  sometimes  your  alarm  fails  to  wake  you  up 
causing  you  to  be  late  and  that  you  forget  to  switch  your  phone 
to  silent.  I understand  that  sometimes  you  cannot  possibly  wait  to 
laugh  at  the  tag  poking  up  from  the  girl's  shirt  three  desks  in  front  of 
you  and  that  your  best  friend's  huge  zit  is  the  largest  crisis  since  the 
chocolate  milk  on  the  white  sweater  last  week. 

However,  there  are  some  steps  that  you  can  take  to  minimize 
these  distractions.  First  - turn  the  volume  up  on  your  alarm  or  buy 
a back  up.  Second  - always  double  check  to  make  sure  that  your 
phone  is  either  on  silent  or  completely  off.  Third  - double  check 
your  own  tag  before  pointing  at  others  or  if  you  need  to  ask  for 
notes  do  so  at  the  end  of  class.  Fourth  - make  sure  that  your  friends 
know  your  class  schedule  and  that  they  agree  to  call  or  summon 
you  only  if  there  is  a true  emergency. 

Manners  and  proper  etiquette  do  not  merely  appease  your 
mother  - they  are  also  important  to  other  students  and  faculty.  If  you 
show  other  students  and  faculty  the  same  respect,  as  you  yourself 
would  wish,  the  classroom  experience  will  be  much  more  enjoy- 
able and  profitable  for  everyone  involved.  So  come  on,  Warriors, 
keep  your  manners  handy  the  entire  week  instead  of  just  the  week- 
end. Let  us  show  the  cynics  of  the  world  that  college  students  can 
still  be  respectful  and  considerate  citizens  of  a community. 

Jenna  Talbert 
The  Tom  Tom  Editor 


Physics  instructor  Stewart  says  farewell 

During  the  past  year,  East  Central 
Community  College  has  watched 
many  of  its  family  members  leave 
their  homes  to  fight  on  foreign  soil. 

Last  Christmas,  one  such  family 
member  was  Mr.  William  "Billy" 

Miles,  an  instructor  at  ECCC  and  a 
member  of  The  Morton  community. 

That  is  where  I came  in  to  the  picture. 

My  name  is  Susanna  Stewart  and 
I was  hired  to  substitute  for  Mr.  Miles 
for  the  spring  semester.  Originally 
from  Hattiesburg,  MS,  my  children 
and  I moved  up  to  Decatur  and 
I became  the  "substitute"  Physics 
and  Physical  Science  Instructor  for  ECCC.  We  were  welcomed 
with  open  arms  and  warm  hearts  from  both  the  ECCC  family  and 
members  of  the  community.  Unfortunately,  my  husband  stayed  in 
Hattiesburg  to  tend  to  our  home  there,  assuming  this  was  only  a 
semester  position.  When  unfortunately,  Mr.  Miles'  guard  duty  was 
extended,  I remained  on  as  his  substitute  for  the  fall  semester. 

Since  January,  I have  come  to  love  dearly  this  small  community 
of  Decatur,  which  I must  say  actually  feels  more  like  a large  family. 
Everyone  has  made  this  place  a home  for  my  family.  I am  very 
grateful  and  thank  you  all  for  your  wonderful  support.  However, 

I must  take  my  leave  now.  I am  glad  to  report  that  Mr.  Billy  Miles 
has  returned  from  guard  duty  and  will  assume  his  instructions  after 
the  Christmas  Holidays! 

Although  I will  miss  the  place  I've  called  home  for  a year  now, 

I must  follow  the  path  that  God  has  laid  before  me.  It  seems  that 
the  old  saying  applies  here,  "when  one  door  closes,  another  one 
opens."  And  so,  God  has  provided  me  with  a new  undertaking. 

My  family  and  I will  be  moving  to  Vicksburg,  MS,  over  the  Christ- 
mas holidays.  I will  be  taking  on  the  position  of  Math  and  Physics 
teacher  for  the  Vicksburg  Warren  Public  School  District.  I want  to 
take  this  time  to  say  thank  you  to  everyone  for  your  incredible  sup- 
port and  encouragement  over  that  last  year.  May  God  bless  you 
all  as  we  enter  the  holiday  seasons,  and  know  that  I will  always 
remember  my  time  here  as  a member  of  the  East  Central  family! 
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ECCC  Wall  O'  Sound  Marching  Band 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  VW1I  O'  Sound  Marching  Band  for  the  2003-04  college  term  and  their  respective  high 
schools  include  (first  row,  from  left)  Jessica  Creekmore,  Nanih  Waiya;  Quintisa  Moncrief,  Newton;  Rachael  Carter,  Winston  Academy;  Keri 
McDill,  Newton  County;  Liz  Kirk,  Louisville;  Dian  Walters,  Philadelphia;  Hope  Jolly,  Forest;  Mary  Lois  Thomas,  Newton  County;  Heather 
Palmer,  Union;  Morgan  Richards,  Newton  County  Academy;  Jess  Davis,  Winston  Academy;  and  Danielle  Pugh  and  Shelly  Ferguson,  both  of 
Newton  County;  (second  row,  from  left)  William  Cherry,  Neshoba  Central;  Adam  McAdory,  Louisville;  Jennifer  Carson,  Newton  County;  Steven 
Irby,  Southeast  Lauderdale;  Heather  Cheesman,  Hillcrest  Christian  Academy;  Amy  Chamblee,  Carthage;  Jonathan  Walker,  Ryan  Loper  and  Brad 
Sutphin,  all  of  Newton  County;  Anita  Griffin,  Carthage;  Corey  Logan,  Philadelphia;  Shelby  Anderson,  Raleigh;  Thomas  Johnson,  Collinsville; 
and  Corli  Burns,  Carthage;  (third  row,  from  left)  Emily  Mayes,  Newton  County;  Janna  Nowell,  Brook  Winstead,  Steven  Thomas,  Cassidy 
Crenshaw  and  Grant  Morris,  all  of  Neshoba  Central  High  School;  Hyman  Stovall,  Carthage;  Zack  Logan,  Newton;  Josh  Murphy,  Southeast 
Lauderdale;  Daniel  Thomas,  Philadelphia;  Kenata  Morgan,  Carthage;  Alan  Williams,  Newton  County;  Heath  Manning,  Neshoba  Central;  Krystal 
Burton,  Newton  County;  Chris  Moody,  Nanih  Waiya;  Jerrick  Porter,  Louisville;  Shariba  Wash  and  Jeffery  Mitchell,  both  of  Scott  Central;  Jessica 
Holmes,  Louisville;  George  Withers  and  Thomas  Comfort,  both  of  Carthage;  Candace  McCann  and  Kelly  Skinner,  both  of  Union;  Ginger  Vance 
and  Shana  Smith,  both  of  Newton  County;  Ashley  Brown,  Philadelphia;  Johnny  Jones,  Newton;  Damein  Wash,  Newton  County;  Joseph  LeBlanc, 
Louisville;  and  Jaki  Veenstra,  Terry  High  School;  (fifth  row,  from  left)  Kiel  May,  Vicksburg;  Keith  Watts,  Scott  Central;  Austin  Griffin,  Newton 
County;  Phillip  Johnson,  Neshoba  Central;  Dru  Fulton,  Louisville;  Andrea  Johnson,  Sebastopol;  Denise  Shoemaker  and  Ashley  Nicholson,  both 
of  Newton  County;  Kristina  Harrison,  Union;  Jonathan  Russell,  Neshoba  Central;  Austin  Lloyd,  Morton;  Lamar  Johnson,  Southeast  Lauderdale; 
Sheena  Lampley,  Louisville;  Chris  White,  Neshoba  Central;  and  Cody  Saveli,  Newton;  (sixth  row,  from  left)  Latrice  Spivey,  Forest;  Amy  Dolan, 
Union;  A.  Momit  Abi  Bell,  Philadelphia;  Miranda  Cooper,  Scott  Central;  Kathy  Rushing,  Sebastopol;  Jessica  Holmes,  Louisville;  Bryon  Whitley, 
Philadelphia;  Morgan  Daugherty,  Carthage;  Lindsey  Knight,  Union;  Amberly  Bogan  and  Gwen  Ruffin,  both  of  Newton;  Marty  Ming,  Louisville; 
Whitney  Owen,  Newton  County;  (seventh  row,  from  left)  Courtney  Owens,  Louisville;  Jeremy  Tolbert,  Union;  Terrance  Smith,  Carthage; 

Kendrick  Triplett  and  Jordan  Kemp,  both  of  Louisville;  Ben  Boyette,  Southeast  Lauderdale;  Alex  Johnson,  Murrah;  Scott  Vance,  Forest;  LizTullos, 
Philadelphia;  Tasha  Boswell,  Neshoba  Central;  LaShandriea  Luckett,  Carthage;  Franklin  Lewis,  Newton;  Kevin  Comans,  Newton  County;  (eighth 
row,  from  left)  Jeremy  Hamm,  Union;  Jason  Wallace,  Louisville;  Luke  Howell,  Newton  County;  Joseph  Bozeman  and  Alexander  Moore,  both 
of  Neshoba  Central;  Alan  Davis,  Newton  County;  Lee  Faucette,  Leake  Academy;  David  Walters,  Philadelphia;  Kamarie  Spivey,  Newton;  Gary 
Hathorn,  Bassfield;  David  Bayles,  West  Lauderdale;  Jason  Price,  Sebastopol;  Matt  Carrol,  West  Lauderdale;  Justin  Dean,  Newton  County;  (ninth 
row,  from  left)  Yolanda  Johnson,  Newton  County;  Falind  Pace,  Newton;  Robin  Page,  Union;  Kellie  Jo  McGee,  Newton  County;  Heather  Neese, 
West  Lauderdale;  Krystle  Williamson,  Newton  County;  Amber  Wall,  Scott  Central;  Amanda  Sanders,  South  Leake;  Megan  Williamson,  Shondae 
Sharp  and  Angela  Hardy,  all  of  Neshoba  Central;  Ashley  Luckett,  Carthage;  Shana  Marks,  Kosciusko;  Crystal  McCrory,  Philadelphia;  Letoya 
Triplett,  Neshoba  Central;  Coco  Graham,  Philadelphia;  Stephanie  Culpepper,  Scott  Central;  Miranda  Neese,  Newton  County;  Delisa  Jenkins, 
Louisville;  Aubrie  Cleveland,  Union;  and  Tonnie  Buckley,  Union.  Thomas  W.  Carson  serves  as  director.  Jared  Brownlee  is  assistant  director. 

The  Centralettes  are  under  the  direction  of  choreographer/coordinator  Lori  Muse  and  Ricardo  Robinson  serves  as  Color  Guard  choreographer/ 
coordinator. 


ECCC  freshman  Ty  Dowden  enjoys  acting  in  Newton  Theater  Company 


by  JENNA  TALBERT 
7n 


The  Tom  Tom  Editor 

Almost  everyone  has  a hobby 
of  some  sort  - whether  it  is 
music,  scrap-booking,  collecting 
stamps,  or  fishing  and  hunting 
for  the  guys.  However,  for  fresh- 
man, Ty  Dowden,  her  hobby  is  a 
little  different.  Dowden  loves  to 
perform  in  various  roles  in  musi- 
cals and  plays  produced  by  the 
Newton  Theater  Company. 

Dowden,  1 8,  was  not  born 
into  the  world  of  theater  but 
rather  started  acting  after  seeing 
an  ad  for  the  musical  "The  Little 
Shop  of  Horrors,"  in  The  Newton 
Record  in  1 999. 

"I  have  always  been  really 
interested  in  movies,  theater 
and  acting.  I saw  the  ad  and  just 
thought  that  it  would  be  a lot  of 
fun/'  says  Dowden. 

Her  theater  credits  include 
"The  Little  Shop  of  Horrors," 

"The  Sound  of  Music,"  "Hello 
Dolly!,"  and  her  most  recent 
adventure,  "Anne  of  Green 
Qatjles."  The  production  of 
"Anne  of  Green  Gables,"  which 
is  based  upon  the  classic  and 
mucfvloved  books  by  L.M. 
Montgomery,  follows  the  life  of 
little  orphan  Anne  Shirley  and 
her  many  adventures  at  Green 
Gables. 

i"lt  is  a story  about  an  orphan 
girl  who  is  mistakenly  brought  to 
Green  Gables  and  how  Mari  I la 
and  Matthew  come  to  love  Anne 
and  allow  her  to  stay,"  explains 
Dowden.  "Anne  becomes  a 
major  part  of  their  life." 

Chosen  for  role  of  the  slightly 
harsh  Mari  I la  Cuthbert,  Dowden 
is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  cast  that  consists  solely  of 
children  and  teenagers  under  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  Though  she 
enjoys  the  play,  Dowden  admits 
tha,uhe  task  of  dealing  with  so 


Ty  Dowden 

many  children  in  a theater,  is  not 
the  easiest  undertaking. 

"It  is  really  stressful  with  so 
many  kids,"  says  Dowden.  "It 
is  hard  for  them  to  stay  focused 
and  that  can  be  very  frustrating. 
Besides  acting  in  the  play,  we 
also  have  to  do  all  of  the  back- 
ground and  prop  work  and  it  is 
hard  to  keep  them  organized  to 
make  sure  that  everything  is  in 
the  right  place." 

Take  the  stress  plus  the  six 
hours  a week  that  Dowden  has 
to  devote  to  rehearsals  and  the 
memorization  of  lines  plus  trying 
to  finish  her  first  semester  of  col- 
lege, and  one  can  only  imagine 
when  she  has  time  to  rest. 

"It  is  really  hard  sometimes," 
laughs  Dowden.  "I  usually  have 
to  do  my  homework  around 
midnight.  I have  been  involved 
in  two  plays  for  the  last  four  or 
five  months  though,  and  I admit 
that  I am  ready  for  a break.  It's 
been  like  five  months  since  I 
have  been  able  to  sleep  late  on  a 
Saturday!" 

Her  time  on  the  stage  has  left 
her  with  many  pleasant  memo- 
ries that  make  the  hard  work 
worthwhile. 

"The  most  memorable  experi- 
ence would  have  to  be  the  cast 


party  for  'The  Sound  of  Music'. 
We  had  spent  so  much  time 
working  on  the  musical  and  we 
finally  had  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  Zach  Garvin's  and  just  relax 
and  socialize,"  said  Dowden. 

According  to  Dowden,  "Hello 
Dolly!"  was  the  most  fun  for  her 
to  perform.  "The  cast  was  just 
great  and  a lot  of  fun."  That  musi- 
cal also  has  claim  to  one  of  her 
funniest  memories. 

"One  of  the  actors  had  forgot- 
ten that  he  had  left  his  change  in 
his  pocket  and  he  swung  around 
and  the  change  just  went  every- 
where right  in  the  middle  of  the 
performance,"  laughs  Dowden. 

"It  was  so  funny!" 

An  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Student  Union,  War- 
rior Corps,  and  Scholars  Bowl, 
Dowden  also  enjoys  music,  sing- 
ing, and  activities  at  her  church 
- Hickory  Baptist  Church.  She  is 
currently  a Liberal  Arts  major  and 
is  considering  a degree  in  Com- 
munications with  an  emphasis  in 
Television  Broadcast.  Although 


she  loves  the  stage,  Dowden 
does  not  feel  that  it  will  become 
a career  for  her  in  the  near 
future. 

"At  this  point,  it  is  just  a 
hobby.  There  is  just  not  enough 
security  in  acting,"  says  Dowden.- 
"But  after  I get  my  career  started, 

I might  be  interested  in  coming 
back  and  pursuing  some  acting 
and  directing.  I would  really  love 
to  be  able  to  perform  in  'Cinder- 
ella' one  day." 

She  also  encourages  anyone 
with  an  interest  in  acting  to  get  ' 
involved  in  any  of  the  produc- 
tions at  the  Newton  Theater 
Company. 

"If  it  is  something  that  you 
have  time  for  and  can  be  dedi- 
cated to,  it  is  a great  thing  to  be 
involved  in.  It  is  a lot  of  fun," 
says  Dowden. 

Dowden's  most  recent  per- 
formance was  in  the  Newton 
Theater  Company's  production  of’ 
"Anne  of  Green  Gables."  ECCC  ; 
students  Ashley  Nicholson  and 
Sarah  Hickox  also  participated. 


State  HOSA  Officers 

These  students  were  recently  elected  state  officers  of  the  Health 
Occupation  Students  of  America.  Pictured  are  (from  left)  representa- 
tive Bonnie  Harrell  of  East  Central  Community  College,  vice  president 
Trade  Jordan  of  Meridian  Community  College  and  representative  De 
Ana  Morrow,  historian/reporter  Anne  Steptoe,  president  Genna  Pope, 
secretary/treasurer  Jessica  Bricker  and  representative  Connie  Smith,  all 
of  East  Central  Community  College. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 

Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 

Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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East  Central  Lady  Warriors, 
Warriors  Defeat  MS  Delta 


ECCC  Rodeo  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  rodeo  team  for  2003-04  and  their  respective  high 
schools  include  (bottom  row,  from  left)  Jason  Valquez,  Carthage;  Josh  Deweese,  Neshoba  Central;  Zan  Till- 
man, Union;  Drew  Walters,  Sylva  Bay  Academy;  Matthew  Burks,  Neshoba  Central;  Haley  Rolison,  South 
Choctaw  Academy,  Toxey,  Ala.;  and  Coach  Larry  Dial,  Livingston,  Ala.;  and  (top  row,  from  left)  Robin  Rob- 
inson, Mize;  Philip  Speed,  Enterprise;  Chance  Smart,  Vardaman;  Brian  Lindsey,  Forest;  Bobby  Cole,  East 
Rankin  Academy;  Lacey  Sanborn,  Noxapater;  and  Kasidi  Griffin,  Newton  County.  The  ECCC  Rodeo  Team 
is  a member  of  the  National  Intercollgiate  Rodeo  Association  and  competes  in  the  Ozark  Region,  which 
includes  14  colleges  and  universities  from  throughout  the  country. 


The  Thanksgiving  holidays 
began  on  a successful  note 
for  East  Central  Community 
College's  Lady  Warriors  and  War- 
riors who  took  a pair  of  contests 
from  Mississippi  Delta  Com- 
munity College  in  games  played 
Monday,  November  24  on  the 
Moorhead  campus. 

Sophomore  Lenore  Gray  of 
Newton  had  19  points  to  lead 
the  EC  women  who  posted  a BO- 
SS win  over  the  Lady  Trojans  and 
improved  to  7-1 . Other  scorers 
were  Kristen  Chaney  of  Newton 
County,  1 1 ; Kotreece  Bender  of 
Newton,  nine;  Kimyatta  Viverette 
of  Lake,  seven;  Miranda  Rosar  of 
Neshoba  Central,  six;  Rita  Birden 
of  St.  Federick  (La.)  High  School, 
four;  and  Ebone'e  Leverette  of 
Forest  and  Amanda  LaCaze  of 
Natchitoches  (La.)  High  School, 
two  each. 

East  Central  led  28-20  at  half- 
time. 

Delta  fell  to  4-4  following  the 
nondivision  match-up. 

The  Warriors  won  their 
second  straight  contest  by  slip- 
ping past  the  Trojans  82-78. 


Desmond  Jones  of  Neshoba 
Central  had  22  points  for  East 
Central,  who  improved  to  3-4. 

Other  point  makers  were 
Neil  Tadlock  of  Lake,  13;  Jamaal 
Martin  of  Northeast  Lauderdale, 

1 1 ; Dwayne  Hughes  of  Sebasto- 
pol, nine;  Ryan  Hudson  of  Lou- 
isville, eight;  Al  Willis  of  Newton 
County  and  Shaun  Daugherty 
of  Choctaw  Central,  five  each; 
Stephen  Dyess  of  Northeast 
Lauderdale,  four;  Tawon  Walker 
of  Neshoba  Central,  three;  and 
Andrew  Lewis  of  Morton,  two. 

Delta,  which  fell  to  3-5,  led 


42-36  at  the  break. 

East  Central  teams  travel  to 
Pearl  River  Community  College 
Thursday  night  to  begin  South 
Division  competition.  The  Lady 
Warriors  and  Warriors  close  out 
2003  action  by  hosting  Hinds 
Community  College  on  Monday, 
December  8.  Tip-off  time  is  6 
p.m.  for  the  women's  contest 
with  men's  action  set  to  follow 
at  8 p.m.  in  the  Brackeen-Wood 
Physical  Education  Building  on 
the  Decatur  campus. 


East  Central  Men  Place  Fourth  In 
2003  Warrior  Showdown  Rodeo 


Chance  Smart  of  Newton 
won  top  honors  in  the  Men's 
All-Around  competition  and 
placed  in  several  other  events  in 
leading  East  Central  Community 
College  to  a fourth-place  finish 
in  the  annual  Warrior  Show- 
down Rodeo  held  October  30 
- November  1 at  the  Neshoba 
County  Coliseum  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Warriors  compiled  135 
points  in  the  three-day  competi- 
tion, won  by  the  University  of 
Tennessee-Martin  with  312.50 
points.  Other  colleges  and  their 
respective  scores  included  Mis- 


souri Valley  College,  287.50; 
Southern  Arkansas  University, 
162.50;  University  of  West  Ala- 
bama, 132.50;  Murray  State 
University,  127.50;  University 
of  Arkansas-Monticello,  110; 
Arkansas  State  University-Beebe; 
Southwest  Missouri  State  Uni- 
versity, 62.50;  and  Faulkner  State 
Community  College,  35. 

Smart,  a sophomore  engineer- 
ing major,  also  placed  second  in 
Bull  Riding  and  fifth  in  Saddle 
Bronc  Riding.  Teammate  Mat- 
thew Burks  of  Philadelphia 
finished  third  in  the  Bull  Riding 
event. 


In  the  women's  competition, 
the  University  of  Arkansas-Mon- 
ticello took  first  place  with  250 
points.  Also  scoring  were  Mis- 
souri Valley  College,  215;  Murray 
State  University,  60;  Arkansas 
State  University-Beebe  and 
Southwest  Missouri  State  Univer- 
sity, 40  points  each;  and  Faulkner 
State  University,  30. 

The  ECCC  women's  team  did 
not  place. 

Members  of  the  ECCC  Rodeo 
Team  in  addition  to  Chance 
Smart  and  Matthew  Burks  are 
Heather  Cheesman,  Raymond; 
Zan  Tillman,  Union;  Kasidi  Grif- 


fin, Newton;  Clint  Smith  and 
Philip  Speed,  both  of  Enterprise; 
Lacey  Sanborn,  Noxapater;  Drew 
Walters,  Louin;  Haley  Rolison, 
Quitman;  Robin  Robinson,  Mize; 
Jason  Vasquez,  Lena;  Donald  Joe 
Nowell  and  Josh  Deweese,  both 
of  Philadelphia;  Brian  Lindsey, 
Forest;  and  Bobby  Cole,  Morton. 

Larry  Dial  serves  as  coach  of 
the  College's  Rodeo  Team,  which 
is  a member  of  the  National 
Intercollegiate  Rodeo  Associa- 
tion. 


2003-04  Men's  and  Women's 

Basketball  Schedule  'Lx' 

December 

Thurs.,  4 

(Remaining  Games) 

Pearl  River  Away  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  8 

Hinds 

Home  6 p.m. 

January 

Thurs.,  8 

Itawamba 

Away  6 p.m. 

Sat.,  10 

Faulkner  St. 

Away  1 p.m. 

Mon.,  12 

Southwest 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  15 

Meridian 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  19 

Co-Lin 

Home  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  22 

Jones 

Away  6 p.m. 

Sat.,  24 

Faulkner  St. 

Home  1 p.m. 

Mon.,  26 

Gulf  Coast 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  29 

Pearl  River 

Home  6 p.m. 

February 

Mon.,  2 

Hinds 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  5 

Southwest 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  9 

Meridian 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  12 

Co-Lin 

Away  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  16 

Jones 

Home  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  19 

Gulf  Coast 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon. -Thurs.,  23-26  State  Tourney  TBA 

March 

Mon. -Thurs.,  1-4  Region  23  Tourney  TBA 

Mississippi  University 


for  Women 

A Tradition  of  Excellence  for  Women  and  Men 

I In  October  2003,  Kiplinger’s  Personal  Finance  magazine 
ranked  MUW  67  of  the  100  best  public  colleges  in 
America. 

I U.S.  News  & World  Report  has  consistently  ranked 

MUW  a best  value  or  best  buy  based  on  the  combination  of 
excellent  academic  programs  and  affordable  cost. 

H With  a 12-to-l  student-faculty  ratio,  MUW  is  small 

enough  to  provide  a personalized  learning  environment, 
yet  large  enough  to  offer  the  services  of  a world  class 
university. 

H MUW  offers  more  than  50  majors  including  business, 

education  and  nursing.  There  are  educational  opportunities 
in  a wide  range  of  signature  programs  from  culinary  arts  to 
music  therapy. 

I MUW’s  beautiful  and  historic  campus  is  one  of  the  nation’s 
most  architecturally  distinguished  and  over  the  next  five 
years  approximately  $35  million  will  be  invested  in  new 
buildings,  and  renovations  of  existing  buildings. 


To  learn  more  about  the  University  and  scholarship 
opportunities,  contact  Katy  Canion  toll  free  at 
1-877^162-8439,  ext  7103,  or  email  transfer@muw.edu 
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Scenes  from  the  2003  DinnerTheater  Production 
" Something  Old,  Something  New, 

Something  Cospel  and  Something  Blue " 


ECCC  DinnerTheater  a job  well  done! 


by  Mary  Carole  Brantley 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

The  East  Central  Community 
College  Players  presented  their 
annual  fall  dinner  theater  pro- 
duction to  a full  house  Novem- 
ber 13-15  in  Mabry  Memorial 
Cafeteria.  Appropriately  titled 
"Something  Old,  Something 
New,  Something  Gospel  and 
Something  Blue,"  the  program 
was  filled  will  the  perfect  blend 
of  songs  from  past  and  present, 
and  was  in  celebration  of  the 
College's  75"'  anniversary. 

A front  porch  complete  with 
swing  provided  the  perfect  back- 
drop for  an  evening  of  music 
in  a small  Southern  town.  And 
local  newspaper  columnist  and 
East  Central  English  instructor 
emeritus  Ovid  Vickers  dressed  in 
suit  and  vest  almost  like  Faulkner 
himself  carried  us  through  the 
night's  program  with  a bit  of 
humor  and  a bit  of  music  history. 

ECCC  music  keyboard 
instructor  Vicki  Blaylock  has 
one  of  the  strongest  and  richest 
voices  this  College  has  heard 
in  many  years.  She  belted  out  a 
fantastic  rendition  of  the  always 
popular  "Can't  Help  Lovin'  That 
Man"  to  get  the  program  started. 

The  evening  continued  with 
the  lovely  soprano  voice  of 
Dinah  Howell  who  performed 


"Summertime"  from  the  Gersh- 
win musical  Porgy  and  Bess.  This 
piece  is  full  of  high  notes  and 
Howell  perfected  each  one. 

Len  Bobo,  ECCC  music  key- 
board instructor,  tickled  the  ivo- 
ries as  he  performed  "Misty"  and 
a "Medley  of  the  Music  of  Burt 
Bacarach." 

The  ECCC  show  choir, 
Ac'cents,  brought  the  audience 
'something  new"  as  they  sang  "A 
Moment  Like  This,"  made  popu- 
lar by  Kelly  Clarkson.  This  popu- 
lar group,  directed  by  Blaylock, 
has  been  'wowing'  audiences  all 
semester  and  this  performance 
was  no  exception. 

Howell  returned  to  the  stage 
with  Damien  Wash  as  they  sang 
"Almost  Paradise"  from  the  hit 
movie  and  musical  "Footloose." 
This  duo  blended  well  on  this 
popular  and  well-done  number. 

Wash  performed  a solo  ver- 
sion of  "Deep  River,"  that  made 
the  hair  stand  up  on  necks  and 
tears  swell  in  many  eyes.  He  is 
by  far  one  of  the  most  talented 
young  singers  on  the  campus. 

English  instructor  Tanya 
Boler,  who  sang  a very  poetic 
"Wayfarin'  Stranger,  and  speech 
instructor  George  Vaughn,  who 
performed  the  moving  hymn 
"Amazing  Grace,"  proved  that 
many  East  Central  faculty  mem- 
bers are  talented  far  beyond  their 
teaching  skills. 


In  the  words  of  the  narrator, 
"The  Church  Medley"  made  the 
audience  want  to  "stand  up  and 
shout  'Glory  Hallelujah,  I See 
My  Sweet  Jesus."  Performing  a 
medley  of  church  favorites  were 
Katrina  Moore,  Anita  Griffin, 
Garyion  Hathorn,  LaShandriea 
Luckett,  LaToya  Coleman,  Lata- 
sha  Hall  and  Yolanda  Johnson. 

Krystal  Burton  performed 
Patsy  Cline's  "Crazy"  during  the 
'something  blue'  segment.  This 
was  a popular  tune  when  Cline 
performed  it  and  the  dinner  the- 
ater was  no  exception  as  Burton 
proved  it's  timeless  appeal. 

Shane  Henderson  sang  and 
played  a guitar  arrangement 
of  Jimmy  Rodgers'  "California 
Blues."  This  writer  now  knows 
why  Rodgers  was  such  a popular 
Mississippi  boy  and  Henderson 
did  an  excellent  job  on  this 
piece. 

To  conclude  the  show,  the 
Ac'cents  returned  to  the  stage 
with  an  excellent  performance  of 
"Doctor  Blues." 

The  entire  production  was 
a wonderful  celebration  of  the 
College's  75th  anniversary  and 
a spectacular  showing  of  music 
during  that  time.  The  College, 
the  faculty  and  staff  who  put  this 
program  together  and  each  one 
who  entertained  should  be  com- 
mended on  a job  well  done! 


'Puzzles  By  Leona ' 
Displayed  At  ECCC 

Scenes  for  the  holiday  season  are  cur- 
rently on  display  in  East  Central  Community 
College's  Burton  Library  thanks  to  Leona 
Fulton  of  Philadelphia.  Fulton's  "Puzzles 
By  Leona"  exhibit  is  available  for  viewing 
through  December  12,  2003.  She  also  pro- 
vides her  artwork  to  nursing  homes  in  the 
Philadelphia  area.  Fulton  obviously  does 
not  allow  her  affliction  with  cerebral  palsy 
keep  her  from  displaying  her  creative  tal- 
ents. She  is  the  sister  of  ECCC  math  instruc- 
tor Gail  Fulton  of  Decatur. 


Making  Strides 


for  Breast  Cancer 


Members  of  ECCC's  Theta 
Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  international  honor  society 
of  Ihe  two-year  college,  par- 
ticipated in  their  annual  Strides 
for  Breast  Cancer  Walk  during 
October.  The  walk  was  held 
in  honor  of  October's  status 
as  National  Breast  Cancer 
Awareness  Month  and  was  a 
part  of  the  chapter's  fundrais- 
ing endeavor  for  the  American 
Cancer  Society.  At  present, 

Theta  Xi  has  raised  two  hundred 
dollars  that  the  ACS  will  use  for 
cancer  research  and  the  sup- 
port of  projects  that  encourage  and  support  the  victims  and  families  affected  by  cancer.  If  anyone  would 
like  to  make  a donation,  please  see  advisors  Christy  Ferguson,  Debbie  Boyd  or  Ricky  Harrison  or  any  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  officer.  Participants  in  the  walk  included  (from  left)  Chris  Moody  of  Louisville,  Allen  Davis  of 
Decatur,  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton,  Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia,  Liz  Kirk  of  Louisville,  Jennifer  Carson  of 
Decatur  and  Audra  Myers  and  Adam  McAdory,  both  of  Louisville. 


Tort  Reform  Warrior! 

In  the  fall  of  2002,  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove 
called  a special  session  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Legislature  to  deal  with  several  open-ended  issues.  The 
primary  matter  on  the  agenda  was  "tort  reform"  which 
basically  means  legal  proceedings.  Out  of  this  special 
session  two  house  bills  were  sent  to  the  governor  for 
his  signature  to  be  enacted  into  law.  House  Bill  8 2 
dealt  with  general  law  suit  changes  while  House  Bill 
# 19  was  a more  detailed  piece  of  legislation  that 
addressed  medical  malpractice  litigation.  If  one  were 
to  look  at  these  bills,  one  would  find  the  wording 
and  intentions  to  be  extremely  complicated.  It  is  for 
this  reason,  Donald  Price,  instructor  of  American 
National  Government  (PSC  1 1 13),  selected  a "bright 
and  energetic  student"  to  research  the  two  bills  and 
interview  persons  in  three  occupations  that  are  most 
directly  effected.  Eric  Brewer  (right)  will  be  taking  his 
understanding  to  a trial  lawyer,  a doctor,  and  an  insurance  agent  to  get  their  perspectives.  Mr.  Brewer  will 
then  be  responsible  for  a research  paper  on  his  findings. 


If  not  you,  then  who? 


The  threat  is  real. 
Someone  has  to  serve. 
The  job  has  to  be  done. 
If  not  now,  then  when? 

What  about  you? 

If  not  you,  then  who? 
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LeJeune,  Carson  named 
EC  HEADWAE  honorees 


PTK  Leadership  Luncheon 

ECCC's  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year  college,  recently  hosted  a Leadership 
Luncheon  for  presidents  of  all  campus  organizations.  Freshman  Bran- 
don Harris,  president  of  the  ECCC  SIFE  (Students  in  Free  Enterprise) 
organization,  served  as  guest  speaker..  His  presentation  recognized  the 
importance  of  leadership  and  the  ways  in  which  students  can  improve 
their  leadership  skills.  Those  in  attendance  included  (front  row,  from 
left)  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur,  Dian 
Walters  of  Philadelphia,  Liz  Kirk  and  Kayla  Clay,  both  of  Louisville; 
Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia  and  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton;  and 
(back  row,  from  left)  Brad  Sutphin  and  Allen  Davis,  both  of  Decatur; 
Luke  McNair  of  Newton,  Brandon  Harris  of  Forest  and  Adam  McAdory 
and  Chris  Moody,  both  of  Louisville. 


East  Central  Community  College  sophomore  music  education 
major  Jennifer  Carson  (left)  of  Decatur  and  biology  instructor  Sharon 
LeJeune  of  Meridian,  who  were  selected  the  College's  HEADWAE 
student  and  teacher  for  2003-04. 


voir;  Walk  for  Diabetes;  and  the 
Cancer  Walk.  She  also  volun- 
teers at  the  Nature  Conservancy 
and  serves  as  a Service  Learn- 
ing mentor.  She  is  a member  of 
St.  Patrick  Catholic  Church  in 
Meridian. 

LeJeune  is  a graduate  of  Jeff 
Davis  Academy  in  Meridian,  East 
Mississippi  Community  College 
in  Scooba  and  the  University 
of  West  Alabama  in  Livingston, 
where  she  received  bachelor  and 
master's  degrees  in  biology  and 
an  educational  specialist's  degree 
in  education. 

She  has  a daughter,  Leslie 
LeJeune. 

Carson  has  maintained  a per- 
fect 4.0  grade  point  average  at 
ECCC,  where  she  is  a member 
of  the  Wall  O'  Sound  Marching 
Band,  Collegians,  concert  choir, 
Warrior  Corps,  Mu  Alpha  Theta, 
Student  Education  Association, 
Diamond  Girls,  President's  Coun- 
cil and  Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa,  the  international 
honor  society  of  the  two-year 
college.  In  addition,  Carson 
serves  as  sophomore  class  presi- 
dent, President's  Council  sec- 


retary, Theta  Xi  Chapter  of  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  vice  president  for 
leadership  and  Collegians'  presi- 
dent. She  previously  served  as 
freshman'class  secretary. 

She  was  selected  a National 
Dean's  List  Scholar  and  was 
recently  named  to  Who's  Who 
Among  Students  In  American 
Junior  College.  She  was  also 
selected  as  a Coca-Cola  Scholar 
and  received  a $1,000  scholar- 
ship from  the  organization's 
Foundation. 

Carson  is  a graduate  of 
Newton  County  High  School 
and  a member  of  Clarke-Ven- 
able  Memorial  Baptist  Church  in 
Decatur. 

Her  parents  are  Thomas  W. 
and  Brenda  G.  Carson  of  Deca- 
tur. 

After  graduating  from  ECCC, 
Carson  plans  to  attend  the  Uni- 
versity of  Mississippi  to  complete 
the  music  education  with  voice 
emphasis  degree  requirements  in 
order  to  become  a voice  instruc- 
tor or  choir  director. 


Americorps  to  hold  Christmas  toy  drive 

The  Americorps/Campuslink  team  is  currently  holding  a toy  drive 
for  the  Christmas  season.  They  are  partnering  with  the  Salvation  Army 
to  provide  gifts  for  needy  children. 

New  gifts,  wrapped  or  unwrapped,  can  be  dropped  off  at  the 
Learning  Skills  Center  located  upstairs  in  Newton  Hall.  Please  make 
sure  wrapped  gifts  are  labeled  either  "boy"  or  "girl"  and  the  age  for 
which  the  gift  is  appropriate.  Clothes  ranging  from  gloves  to  raincoats 
to  winter  jackets  are  also  welcome.  Please  help  the  AmeriCorps  team 
this  holiday  season  as  they  help  needy  children. 


Biology  instructor  Sharon 
LeJeune  of  Meridian  and  sopho- 
more music  education  major 
Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur  were 
recently  selected  East  Central 
Community  College's  HEADWAE 
faculty  member  and  student  for 
the  2003-04  term. 

The  ECCC  honorees  will  be 
recognized  along  with  other 
outstanding  instructors  and  stu- 
dents from  the  state's  public  and 
private  colleges  and  universities 
during  activities  scheduled  Tues- 
day, February  1 7,  2004,  in  Jack- 
son.  The  special  program  begins 
at  1 0 a.m.  at  the  State  Capitol 
and  concludes  with  an  awards 
luncheon  in  the  Empire  Room  of 
the  Clarion  Hotel  and  Conven- 
tion Center.  A booklet  featuring 
biographical  information  about 
each  honoree  will  be  presented 
at  the  awards  luncheon. 

HEADWAE  (Higher  Educa- 
tion Appreciation  Day  - Working 
Toward  Academic  Excellence) 
is  a program  of  the  Mississippi 
Legislature.  The  special  activ- 
ity is  sponsored  by  the  state's 
corporate  community  and  is 
coordinated  by  the  Mississippi 
Association  of  Colleges.  Each 
year  HEADWAE  honors  out- 
standing faculty  members  and 
students  from  each  participating 
member  institution  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Association  of  Colleges. 
Instructors  are  selected  for  the 
honor  by  the  student  body  and 
faculty  members  choose  student 
honorees. 

Lejeune  is  in  her  second  year 
as  a member  of  the  ECCC  faculty. 
She  is  a former  adjunct  instruc- 
tor at  the  College  and  previously 
served  as  science  instructor  at 
Meridian  High  School  and  at 
Kate  Griffin  Junior  High  School 
and  Carver  Middle  School,  both 
located  in  Meridian. 

During  her  tenure  at  MHS, 
she  was  named  to  Who's  Who 
Among  American  High  School 
Teachers  and  received  the  Tandy 
Award,  presented  to  outstanding 
instructors.  She  was  also  selected 
a STEP  (Summer  Teaching  Enrich- 
ment Program)  Teacher  in  the 
NASA  Program. 

She  was  among  faculty  mem- 
bers selected  to  represent  ECCC 
at  the  annual  Lamplighter  Con- 
ference, which  recognizes  the 
state's  outstanding  community 
and  junior  college  instructors. 

Lejeune  is  a member  of  the 
Mississippi  Academy  of  Sciences, 
National  Science  Teachers  of 
America,  Mississippi  Association 
of  Biologists,  Mississippi  Faculty 
Association  for  Community  and 
Junior  Colleges  and  the  ECCC 
Administration,  Faculty  and  Staff 
Association. 

Her  civic  activities  include 
participating  in  Public  Lands 
Day,  held  at  Okatibbee  Reser- 


ECCC  Dinner  Theater  Cast 

Members  of  the  2003  Fall  Dinner  Theater  cast  who  presented  "Something  Old,  Something  New, 
Something  Gospel  and  Something  Blue"  November  13-15  include  (front  row,  from  left)  Dinah  Lachney 
of  Decatur,  Amy  Chamblee  of  Carthage,  Victoria  Loper  of  Decatur,  music  keyboard  instructor  Len  Bobo 
of  Union,  Katie  Ford  of  Newton,  Mary  Lois  Thomas  of  Decatur,  Kristin  Hedrick  of  Conehatta  and  Steven 
Irby  of  Meridian;  (second  row,  from  left)  Katrina  Moore  of  Louisville,  Shelby  Anderson  of  Raleigh,  Krystal 
Burton  of  Little  Rock,  Yolanda  Johnson  of  Newton,  Sam  McDill  of  Decatur  and  Johnny  Jones  of  Newton; 
and  (back  row,  from  left)  oral  communication  instructor  George  Vaughn  of  Decatur,  LaShandriea  Luckett  of 
Carthage,  Damein  Wash  of  Hickory,  Latasha  Hall  of  Decatur,  English  instructor  Tanya  Boler  of  Conehatta, 
Latoya  Coleman  of  Louisville,  Shane  Henderson  of  Decatur,  Anita  Griffin  of  Carthage,  English  instructor 
emeritus  Ovid  Vickers  of  Decatur,  music  keyboard  instructor  and  Ac'cents  director  Vicki  Blaylock,  Garyion 
Hathorn  of  Bassfield  and  Luke  Howell  of  Little  Rock.  (Please  see  review  and  additional  photos  on  page  4.) 


ECCC  students  selected  for  Who's  Who 

These  East  Central  Community  College  students  were  recently  selected  for  Who's  Who  Among  Ameri- 
can Community  College  Students.  Pictured  are  (front  row,  from  left)  Brittany  Harris  and  Morgan  Harris, 
both  of  Louisville;  Brandi  Brown  of  Pelahatchie,  Courtney  Puckett  and  Liz  Kirk,  both  of  Louisville;  Elyse 
Willis  of  Philadelphia,  Holly  Pierce  of  Union,  Blair  Anderson  of  Decatur  and  Kristin  Hedrick  of  Cone- 
hatta; (second  rw,  from  left)  Linda  Moody  of  Walnut  Grove,  Miranda  Cooper  of  Morton,  Jennifer  Kersh 
of  Enterprise,  Audra  Myers  of  Louisville,  Marquita  Wilson  of  Forest,  Kery  McDill,  Mary  Lois  Thomas  and 
Casey  Young,  all  of  Decatur;  and  Ashley  Brown  of  Philadelphia;  (third  row,  from  left)  Robin  Rage  of  Union, 
Megan  Stovall,  Ashley  Fleming  and  Barry  Nowell,  all  of  Philadelphia;  Jim  Dilley  of  Forest,  Luke  McNair 
of  Hickory,  Samantha  Partridge  of  Meridian,  Jennifer  Carson  of  Decatur  and  Dian  Walters  of  Philadel- 
phia; and  (back  row,  from  left)  Eddie  Alexander  of  Little  Rock,  Adam  McAdory  of  Louisville,  Alan  Davis  of 
Decatur,  Dan  Henry  of  Newton  and  Nick  Meeks  of  Morton.  Not  pictured  are  Karen  Adams,  Jamie  Black- 
burn, Krissi  Harris, Emily  Mayes  and  Shelley  Wrfght,  all  of  Decatur;  Rita  Birden  of  Monroe,  La.;  Ashley 
Buckman  of  Bay  Springs;  Daphne  Cockrell,  Jessica  Davis,  Page  Holdiness,  Chris  Moody,  Brandon  Walker 
and  Amy  Warner,  all  of  Louisville;  Kimberly  Hancock,  Drew  Kenna  and  Ebonee  Leverette,  all  of  Forest; 
Daniel  Dunlap  of  McCool;  Stephen  Dyess  and  Jamaal  Martin,  both  of  Meridian;  Mandy  Eakes  of  Philadel- 
phia; Austin  Griffin,  Johnny  Jones  and  Kristen  Rice,  all  of  Newton;  Deanna  Gunn,  Donna  Moore,  Darlene 
Pickle,  Tanya  Thornton,  Jennifer  Wallace  and  Melanie  Watkins,  all  of  Carthage;  Jeremy  Hamm  and  Miranda 
Rosar,  both  of  Union;  Ginger  Richardson  of  Enterprise;  Lacey  Sanborn  of  Noxapater;  Jim  Tally  of  Saltillo, 
Dustan  Todd  of  Chunky,  and  Kimyatta  Viverette  of  Lake. 


Business  venture  on  campus 

Students  in  ECCC  business  technology  instructor  Christy  Fergu- 
son's Database  Management  class  recently  learned  the  basics  of  the 
American  Enterprise  system  when  members  of  Phi  Beta  Lambda  pre- 
sented information  and  taught  six  sessions  to  the  class.  Leading  the 
project  was  Linda  Moody,  who  serves  as  the  chairperson  of  Phi  Beta 
Lambda's  American  Enterprise  Project.  To  help  students  understand 
the  concept,  they  set  up  their  own  business,  which  included  making 
Christmas  Bags  for  the  holidays.  The  company  name  "Bags  4 U!" 
was  chosen  by  the  class.  Students  were  involved  in  marketing,  sell- 
ing and  producing  the  Christmas  bags.  The  class  voted  to  donate  all 
the  company's  profits  to  the  March  of  Dimes.  Christmas  bags  may 
be  ordered  from  any  Phi  Beta  Lambda  member  December  1-5  and 
they  will  be  delivered  on  campus  December  8-12.  Pictured  prepar- 
ing bags  are  (from  left)  Moody,  Megan  Stovall  of  Philadelphia  and 
Database  Management  instructor  Christy  Ferguson. 


2003  FALL  SEMESTER 

EXAM  SCHEDULE 

CLASS 

EXAM 

TUESDAY. 

DECEMBER  9.  2003 

MWF 

9:00AM  - 9:50AM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 

MWF 

12:00PM -12:50PM 

10:30AM-  12:30PM 

MWF 

8:00AM  - 8:50AM 

1:00PM -3:00PM 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  10,  2003 

TT 

8:00AM -9:1  5AM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 

TT 

12:55PM  - 2:10PM 

10:30AM-  12:30PM 

TT 

9:25AM  - 10:40AM 

1:00PM -3:00PM 

THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  11.  2003 

MWF 

1 1 :00AM  - 1 1 :50AM 

8:00AM  - 1 0:00AM 

TT 

11:30AM-  12:45PM 

10:30AM-  12:30PM 

MWF 

10:00AM-  10:50AM 

1:00PM -3:00PM 

FRIDAY.  DECEMBER  12,  2003 

MW 

2:00PM  - 3:1 5PM 

8:00AM-  10:00AM 

MWF 

1:00PM-  1:50PM 

10:00  AM-  12:00PM 

All  vocational  course  exams  will 

be  given  Thursday, 

December  1 1 , 2003,  beginning  at  8 a.m. 

Grades  must  be  entered  by  Friday,  December  12,  2003,  at 

2:30  p.m. 
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Student  Viewpoint: 

Manners  not  only  important  to  Mom, 
but  to  other  students  and  facutly 

Please  and  thank  you,  yes  ma'am  and  no  ma'am,  excuse  me  - 
- these  are  just  a few  of  the  simple  manners  that  our  mothers  taught 
us  as  they  struggled  to  instill  proper  etiquette  into  our  brains.  For  the 
most  part,  many  of  us  redeem  ourselves  admirably  while  our  moth- 
ers are  watching  over  the  weekend.  However,  it  seems  as  if  when 
we  get  back  to  school  on  Monday  that  manners  and  etiquette  are 
left  in  our  childhood  bedroom  alongside  that  old  stuffed  Winnie  the 
Pooh. 

Have  you  ever  thought  about  how  distracting  it  is  when  you 
rise  from  your  desk  in  the  middle  of  class,  walk  across  the  room 
in  front  of  the  teacher,  and  slam  the  door  as  you  hurry  out  to  take 
that  all  important  phone  call  from  your  best  friend?  Do  you  know 
how  much  attention  you  attract  when  you  breeze  through  the  door 
fifteen  minutes  after  roll  has  been  called?  Ever  noticed  how  far  a 
whispered  conversation  carries  in  a small  room  or  how  loud  that 
cell  phone  rings? 

These  disruptions  of  class  do  not  merely  offer  a little  relief  to  the 
few  bored  students,  but  distracts  those  students  who  are  struggling 
to  make  good  grades.  Contrary  to  popular  opinion,  there  are  some 
students  who  wish  to  learn  something  during  class.  They  also  inter- 
rupt the  lecture  that  the  teacher  has  worked  so  hard  to  prepare  so 
that  we  as  students  can  continue  our  education  and  take  our  place 
in  the  world.  Our  teachers  spend  a great  deal  of  time  and  effort 
working  to  offer  critical  information  in  an  interesting  fashion  and 
yet  we  fail  to  show  them  the  least  amount  of  respect  or  gratitude. 
Instead  of  listening  and  taking  notes,  we  get  up  and  down  and  walk 
right  past  them  and  out  the  door.  Instead  of  arriving  on  time,  we 
rush  in  late. 

Now  I know  that  sometimes  your  alarm  fails  to  wake  you  up 
causing  you  to  be  late  and  that  you  forget  to  switch  your  phone 
to  silent.  I understand  that  sometimes  you  cannot  possibly  wait  to 
laugh  at  the  tag  poking  up  from  the  girl's  shirt  three  desks  in  front  of 
you  and  that  your  best  friend's  huge  zit  is  the  largest  crisis  since  the 
chocolate  milk  on  the  white  sweater  last  week. 

However,  there  are  some  steps  that  you  can  take  to  minimize 
these  distractions.  First  - turn  the  volume  up  on  your  alarm  or  buy 
a back  up.  Second  - always  double  check  to  make  sure  that  your 
phone  is  either  on  silent  or  completely  off.  Third  - double  check 
your  own  tag  before  pointing  at  others  or  if  you  need  to  ask  for 
notes  do  so  at  the  end  of  class.  Fourth  - make  sure  that  your  friends 
know  your  class  schedule  and  that  they  agree  to  call  or  summon 
you  only  if  there  is  a true  emergency. 

Manners  and  proper  etiquette  do  not  merely  appease  your 
mother  - they  are  also  important  to  other  students  and  faculty.  If  you 
show  other  students  and  faculty  the  same  respect,  as  you  yourself 
would  wish,  the  classroom  experience  will  be  much  more  enjoy- 
able and  profitable  for  everyone  involved.  So  come  on,  Warriors, 
keep  your  manners  handy  the  entire  week  instead  of  just  the  week- 
end. Let  us  show  the  cynics  of  the  world  that  college  students  can 
still  be  respectful  and  considerate  citizens  of  a community. 

lenna  Talbert 
The  Tom  Tom  Editor 


Physics  instructor  Stewart  says  farewell 

During  the  past  year,  East  Central 
Community  College  has  watched 
many  of  its  family  members  leave 
their  homes  to  fight  on  foreign  soil. 

Last  Christmas,  one  such  family 
member  was  Mr.  William  "Billy" 

Miles,  aW  iristrd'ctor  at  ECCC  and;a,; 
memberWtftelvfoiTbn  community. 

That  is  where  I came  in  to  the  picture. 

My  name  is  Susanna  Stewart  and 
I was  hired  to  substitute  for  Mr.  Miles 
for  the  spring  semester.  Originally 
from  Hattiesburg,  MS,  my  children 
and  I moved  up  to  Decatur  and 
I became  the  "substitute"  Physics 
and  Physical  Science  Instructor  for  ECCC.  We  were  welcomed 
with  open  arms  and  warm  hearts  from  both  the  ECCC  family  and 
members  of  the  community.  Unfortunately,  my  husband  stayed  in 
Hattiesburg  to  tend  to  our  home  there,  assuming  this  was  only  a 
semester  position.  When  unfortunately,  Mr.  Miles'  guard  duty  was 
extended,  I remained  on  as  his  substitute  for  the  fall  semester. 

Since  January,  I have  come  to  love  dearly  this  small  community 
of  Decatur,  which  I must  say  actually  feels  more  like  a large  family. 
Everyone  has  made  this  place  a home  for  my  family.  I am  very 
grateful  and  thank  you  all  for  your  wonderful  support.  However, 

I must  take  my  leave  now.  I am  glad  to  report  that  Mr.  Billy  Miles 
has  returned  from  guard  duty  and  will  assume  his  instructions  after 
the  Christmas  Holidays! 

Although  I will  miss  the  place  I've  called  home  for  a year  now, 

I must  follow  the  path  that  God  has  laid  before  me.  It  seems  that 
the  old  saying  applies  here,  "when  one  door  closes,  another  one 
opens."  And  so,  God  has  provided  me  with  a new  undertaking. 

My  family  and  I will  be  moving  to  Vicksburg,  MS,  over  the  Christ- 
mas holidays.  I will  be  taking  on  the  position  of  Math  and  Physics 
teacher  for  the  Vicksburg  Warren  Public  School  District.  I want  to 
take  this  time  to  say  thank  you  to  everyone  for  your  incredible  sup- 
port and  encouragement  over  that  last  year.  May  God  bless  you 
all  as  we  enter  the  holiday  seasons,  and  know  that  I will  always 
remember  my  time  here  as  a member  of  the  East  Central  family! 


S Tom  Tom 

The  Tom-Tom  is  the  official  campus  newspaper  of  East  Central  Com- 
munity College  in  Decatur,  MS.  It  is  printed  three  times  a semester  by 
the  Office  of  Public  Information.  For  more  information  you  may  con- 
tact the  Public  Information  staff  at  P.O.  Box  129,  Decatur,  MS  39327, 
Ph.  635-21 1 1,  ext.  242,  or  toll  free  1-877-462-3222,  ext.  242. 

Accreditation 

East  Central  Community  College  is  accredited  by  the  Commission  on 
Colleges  of  the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schools  (1866 
Southern  Lane,  Decatur,  Georgia  30033-4097:  Telephone  Number 
404-679-4501 ) to  award  the  Associate  Degree. 

Non-Discrimination 

East  Central  Community  College  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  race,  color,  religion,  national  origin,  sex,  age,  or  handicap.  The  col- 
lege is  in  compliance  with  Title  VI  of  the  1 964  Civil  Rights  Act,  Title  IX 
of  the  1972  Educational  Amendments,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilita- 
tion Act  of  1 973,  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act  of  1 990,  and  the 
Right  to  Know  Campus  Security  Act  of  1 990. 

Staff 

Jenna  Talbert,  editor 

Stephanie  Culpepper 
Courtnee  Graham 
Calvin  Miller 

Sponsors 

Bubby  Johnston  and  Maria  McLeod. 
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ECCC  Wall  0/  Sound  Marching  Band 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  Vwfll  O'  Sound  Marching  Band  for  the  2003-04  college  term  and  their  respective  high 
schools  include  (first  row,  from  left)  Jessica  Creekmore,  Nanih  Waiya;  Quintisa  Moncrief,  Newton;  Rachael  Carter,  Winston  Academy;  Keri 
McDill,  Newton  County;  Liz  Kirk,  Louisville;  Dian  Walters,  Philadelphia;  Hope  Jolly,  Forest;  Mary  Lois  Thomas,  Newton  County;  Heather 
Palmer,  Union;  Morgan  Richards,  Newton  County  Academy;  Jess  Davis,  Winston  Academy;  and  Danielle  Pugh  and  Shelly  Ferguson,  both  of 
Newton  County;  (second  row,  from  left)  William  Cherry,  Neshoba  Central;  Adam  McAdory,  Louisville;  Jennifer  Carson,  Newton  County;  Steven 
Irby,  Southeast  Lauderdale;  Heather  Cheesman,  Hillcrest  Christian  Academy;  Amy  Chamblee,  Carthage;  Jonathan  Walker,  Ryan  Loper  and  Brad 
Sutphin,  all  of  Newton  County;  Anita  Griffin,  Carthage;  Corey  Logan,  Philadelphia;  Shelby  Anderson,  Raleigh;  Thomas  Johnson,  Collinsville; 
and  Corli  Burns,  Carthage;  (third  row,  from  left)  Emily  Mayes,  Newton  County;  Janna  Nowell,  Brook  Winstead,  Steven  Thomas,  Cassidy 
Crenshaw  and  Grant  Morris,  all  of  Neshoba  Central  High  School;  Hyman  Stovall,  Carthage;  Zack  Logan,  Newton;  Josh  Murphy,  Southeast 
Lauderdale;  Daniel  Thomas,  Philadelphia;  Kenata  Morgan,  Carthage;  Alan  Williams,  Newton  County;  Heath  Manning,  Neshoba  Central;  Krystal 
Burton,  Newton  County;  Chris  Moody,  Nanih  Waiya;  Jerrick  Porter,  Louisville;  Shariba  Wash  and  Jeffery  Mitchell,  both  of  Scott  Central;  Jessica 
Holmes,  Louisville;  George  Withers  and  Thomas  Comfort,  both  of  Carthage;  Candace  McCann  and  Kelly  Skinner,  both  of  Union;  Ginger  Vance 
and  Shana  Smith,  both  of  Newton  County;  Ashley  Brown,  Philadelphia;  Johnny  Jones,  Newton;  Damein  Wash,  Newton  County;  Joseph  LeBlanc, 
Louisville;  and  Jaki  Veenstra,  Terry  High  School;  (fifth  row,  from  left)  Kiel  May,  Vicksburg;  Keith  Watts,  Scott  Central;  Austin  Griffin,  Newton 
County;  Phillip  Johnson,  Neshoba  Central;  Dru  Fulton,  Louisville;  Andrea  Johnson,  Sebastopol;  Denise  Shoemaker  and  Ashley  Nicholson,  both 
of  Newton  County;  Kristina  Harrison,  Union;  Jonathan  Russell,  Neshoba  Central;  Austin  Lloyd,  Morton;  Lamar  Johnson,  Southeast  Lauderdale; 
Sheena  Lampley,  Louisville;  Chris  White,  Neshoba  Central;  and  Cody  Saveli,  Newton;  (sixth  row,  from  left)  Latrice  Spivey,  Forest;  Amy  Dolan, 
Union;  A.  Momit  Abi  Bell,  Philadelphia;  Miranda  Cooper,  Scott  Central;  Kathy  Rushing,  Sebastopol;  Jessica  Holmes,  Louisville;  Bryon  Whitley, 
Philadelphia;  Morgan  Daugherty,  Carthage;  Lindsey  Knight,  Union;  Amberly  Bogan  and  Gwen  Ruffin,  both  of  Newton;  Marty  Ming,  Louisville; 
Whitney  Owen,  Newton  County;  (seventh  row,  from  left)  Courtney  Owens,  Louisville;  Jeremy  Tolbert,  Union;  Terrance  Smith,  Carthage; 

Kendrick  Triplett  and  Jordan  Kemp,  both  of  Louisville;  Ben  Boyette,  Southeast  Lauderdale;  Alex  Johnson,  Murrah;  Scott  Vance,  Forest;  LizTullos, 
Philadelphia;  Tasha  Boswell,  Neshoba  Central;  LaShandriea  Luckett,  Carthage;  Franklin  Lewis,  Newton;  Kevin  Comans,  Newton  County;  (eighth 
row,  from  left)  Jeremy  Hamm,  Union;  Jason  Wallace,  Louisville;  Luke  Howell,  Newton  County;  Joseph  Bozeman  and  Alexander  Moore,  both 
of  Neshoba  Central;  Alan  Davis,  Newton  County;  Lee  Faucette,  Leake  Academy;  David  Walters,  Philadelphia;  Kamarie  Spivey,  Newton;  Gary 
Hathorn,  Bassfield;  David  Bayles,  West  Lauderdale;  Jason  Price,  Sebastopol;  Matt  Carrol,  West  Lauderdale;  Justin  Dean,  Newton  County;  (ninth 
roW,  from  left)  Yolanda  Johnson,  Newton  County;  Falind  Pace,  Newton;  Robin  Page,  Union;  Kellie  Jo  McGee,  Newton  County;  Heather  Neese, 
West  Lauderdale;  Krystle  Williamson,  Newton  County;  Amber  Wall,  Scott  Central;  Amanda  Sanders,  South  Leake;  Megan  Williamson,  Shondae 
Sharp  and  Angela  Hardy,  all  of  Neshoba  Central;  Ashley  Luckett,  Carthage;  Shana  Marks,  Kosciusko;  Crystal  McCrory,  Philadelphia;  Letoya 
Triplett,  Neshoba  Central;  Coco  Graham,  Philadelphia;  Stephanie  Culpepper,  Scott  Central;  Miranda  Neese,  Newton  County;  Delisa  Jenkins, 
Louisville;  Aubrie  Cleveland,  Union;  and  Tonnie  Buckley,  Union.  Thomas  W.  Carson  serves  as  director.  Jared  Brownlee  is  assistant  director. 

The  Centralettes  are  under  the  direction  of  choreographer/coordinator  Lori  Muse  and  Ricardo  Robinson  serves  as  Color  Guard  choreographer/ 
coordinator. 


ECCC  freshman  Ty  Dowden  enjoys  acting  in  Newton  Theater  Company 


bv  JENNA  TALBERT 
The  Tom  Tom  Editor 


Almost  everyone  has  a hobby 
of  some  sort  - whether  it  is 
music,  scrap-booking,  collecting 
stamps,  or  fishing  and  hunting 
for  the  guys.  However,  for  fresh- 
man, Ty  Dowden,  her  hobby  is  a 
little  different.  Dowden  loves  to 
perform  in  various  roles  in  musi- 
cals and  plays  produced  by  the 
Newton  Theater  Company. 

Dowden,  1 8,  was  not  born 
into  the  world  of  theater  but 
rather  started  acting  after  seeing 
an  ad  for  the  musical  "The  Little 
Shop  of  Horrors,"  in  The  Newton 
Record  in  1999. 

"I  have  always  been  really 
interested  in  movies,  theater 
and  acting.  I saw  the  ad  and  just 
thought  that  it  would  be  a lot  of 
fun;"  says  Dowden. 

Her  theater  credits  include 
"The  Little  Shop  of  Horrors," 

"The  Sound  of  Music,"  "Hello 
Dolly!,"  and  her  most  recent 
adventure,  "Anne  of  Green 
Gables."  The  production  of 
"Anne  of  Green  Gables,"  which 
isi  based  upon  the  classic  and 
npuyb-loved  books  by  L.M. 
Montgomery,  follows  the  life  of 
little  orphan  Anne  Shirley  and 
her  many  adventures  at  Green 
Gables. 

i j | "It  is  a story  about  an  orphan 
girl  who  is  mistakenly  brought  to 
Green  Gables  and  how  Mari  I la 
and  Matthew  come  to  love  Anne 
and  allow  her  to  stay,"  explains 
Dowden.  "Anne  becomes  a 
major  part  of  their  life." 

Chosen  for  role  of  the  slightly 
harsh  Marilla  Cuthbert,  Dowden 
is  one  of  the  oldest  members  of 
the  cast  that  consists  solely  of 
children  and  teenagers  under  the 
age  of  twenty  years.  Though  she 
eiijoys  the  play,  Dowden  admits 
that  the  task  of  dealing  with  so 


Ty  Dowden 

many  children  in  a theater,  is  not 
the  easiest  undertaking. 

"It  is  really  stressful  with  so 
many  kids,"  says  Dowden.  "It 
is  hard  for  them  to  stay  focused 
and  that  can  be  very  frustrating. 
Besides  acting  in  the  play,  we 
also  have  to  do  all  of  the  back- 
ground and  prop  work  and  it  is 
hard  to  keep  them  organized  to 
make  sure  that  everything  is  in 
the  right  place." 

Take  the  stress  plus  the  six 
hours  a week  that  Dowden  has 
to  devote  to  rehearsals  and  the 
memorization  of  lines  plus  trying 
to  finish  her  first  semester  of  col- 
lege, and  one  can  only  imagine 
when  she  has  time  to  rest. 

"It  is  really  hard  sometimes," 
laughs  Dowden.  "I  usually  have 
to  do  my  homework  around 
midnight.  I have  been  involved 
in  two  plays  for  the  last  four  or 
five  months  though,  and  I admit 
that  I am  ready  for  a break.  It's 
been  like  five  months  since  I 
have  been  able  to  sleep  late  on  a 
Saturday!" 

Fler  time  on  the  stage  has  left 
her  with  many  pleasant  memo- 
ries that  make  the  hard  work 
worthwhile. 

"The  most  memorable  experi- 
ence would  have  to  be  the  cast 


party  for  'The  Sound  of  Music'. 
We  had  spent  so  much  time 
working  on  the  musical  and  we 
finally  had  an  opportunity  to  go 
to  Zach  Garvin's  and  just  relax 
and  socialize,"  said  Dowden. 

According  to  Dowden,  "Hello 
Dolly!"  was  the  most  fun  for  her 
to  perform.  "The  cast  was  just 
great  and  a lot  of  fun."  That  musi- 
cal also  has  claim  to  one  of  her 
funniest  memories. 

"One  of  the  actors  had  forgot- 
ten that  he  had  left  his  change  in 
his  pocket  and  he  swung  around 
and  the  change  just  went  every- 
where right  in  the  middle  of  the 
performance,"  laughs  Dowden. 

"It  was  so  funny!" 

An  active  member  of  the 
Baptist  Student  Union,  War- 
rior Corps,  and  Scholars  Bowl, 
Dowden  also  enjoys  music,  sing- 
ing, and  activities  at  her  church 
- Hickory  Baptist  Church.  She  is 
currently  a Liberal  Arts  major  and 
is  considering  a degree  in  Com- 
munications with  an  emphasis  in 
Television  Broadcast.  Although 


she  loves  the  stage,  Dowden  I 
does  not  feel  that  it  will  become 
a career  for  her  in  the  near 
future. 

"At  this  point,  it  is  just  a 
hobby.  There  is  just  not  enough 
security  in  acting,"  says  Dowden. 
"But  after  I get  my  career  started, 

I might  be  interested  in  coming 
back  and  pursuing  some  acting 
and  directing.  I would  really  love 
to  be  able  to  perform  in  'Cinder- 
ella' one  day." 

She  also  encourages  anyone  ; 
with  an  interest  in  acting  to  get 
involved  in  any  of  the  produc- 
tions at  the  Newton  Theater 
Company. 

"If  it  is  something  that  you 
have  time  for  and  can  be  dedi- 
cated to,  it  is  a great  thing  to  be 
involved  in.  It  is  a lot  of  fun," 
says  Dowden. 

Dowden's  most  recent  per- 
formance was  in  the  Newton 
Theater  Company's  production  of* 
"Anne  of  Green  Gables."  ECCC  • 
students  Ashley  Nicholson  and  • 
Sarah  Hickox  also  participated. 


State  HOSA  Officers 

These  students  were  recently  elected  state  officers  of  the  Health 
Occupation  Students  of  America.  Pictured  are  (from  left)  representa- 
tive Bonnie  Harrell  of  East  Central  Community  College,  vice  president 
Tracie  Jordan  of  Meridian  Community  College  and  representative  De 
Ana  Morrow,  historian/reporter  Anne  Steptoe,  president  Genna  Pope, 
secretary/treasurer  Jessica  Bricker  and  representative  Connie  Smith,  all 
of  East  Central  Community  College. 


The  Learning  Skills  Center 

Newton  Hall  Room  112 


Free  Tutoring  Services  Available! 


Monday-Tuesday  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m. 
Wednesday-Thursday  8 a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
Friday  8 a.m.  to  4 p.m. 
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East  Central  Lady  Warriors, 
Warriors  Defeat  MS  Delta 


ECCC  Rodeo  Team 

Members  of  the  East  Central  Community  College  rodeo  team  for  2003-04  and  their  respective  high 
schools  include  (bottom  row,  from  left)  Jason  Valquez,  Carthage;  Josh  Deweese,  Neshoba  Central;  Zan  Till- 
man, Union;  Drew  Walters,  Sylva  Bay  Academy;  Matthew  Burks,  Neshoba  Central;  Haley  Rolison,  South 
Choctaw  Academy,  Toxey,  Ala.;  and  Coach  Larry  Dial,  Livingston,  Ala.;  and  (top  row,  from  left)  Robin  Rob- 
inson, Mize;  Philip  Speed,  Enterprise;  Chance  Smart,  Vardaman;  Brian  Lindsey,  Forest;  Bobby  Cole,  East 
Rankin  Academy;  Lacey  Sanborn,  Noxapater;  and  Kasidi  Griffin,  Newton  County.  The  ECCC  Rodeo  Team 
is  a member  of  the  National  Intercollgiate  Rodeo  Association  and  competes  in  the  Ozark  Region,  which 
includes  14  colleges  and  universities  from  throughout  the  country. 


The  Thanksgiving  holidays 
began  on  a successful  note 
for  East  Central  Community 
College's  Lady  Warriors  and  War- 
riors who  took  a pair  of  contests 
from  Mississippi  Delta  Com- 
munity College  in  games  played 
Monday,  November  24  on  the 
Moorhead  campus. 

Sophomore  Lenore  Gray  of 
Newton  had  1 9 points  to  lead 
the  EC  women  who  posted  a GO- 
SS win  over  the  Lady  Trojans  and 
improved  to  7-1 . Other  scorers 
were  Kristen  Chaney  of  Newton 
County,  1 1 ; Kotreece  Bender  of 
Newton,  nine;  Kimyatta  Viverette 
of  Lake,  seven;  Miranda  Rosar  of 
Neshoba  Central,  six;  Rita  Birden 
of  St.  Federick  (La.)  High  School, 
four;  and  Ebone'e  Leverette  of 
Forest  and  Amanda  LaCaze  of 
Natchitoches  (La.)  High  School, 
two  each. 

East  Central  led  28-20  at  half- 
time. 

Delta  fell  to  4-4  following  the 
nondivision  match-up. 

The  Warriors  won  their 
second  straight  contest  by  slip- 
ping past  the  Trojans  82-78. 


Desmond  Jones  of  Neshoba 
Central  had  22  points  for  East 
Central,  who  improved  to  3-4. 

Other  point  makers  were 
Neil  Tadlock  of  Lake,  1 3;  Jamaal 
Martin  of  Northeast  Lauderdale, 

1 1 ; Dwayne  Hughes  of  Sebasto- 
pol, nine;  Ryan  Hudson  of  Lou- 
isville, eight;  AI  Willis  of  Newton 
County  and  Shaun  Daugherty 
of  Choctaw  Central,  five  each; 
Stephen  Dyess  of  Northeast 
Lauderdale,  four;  Tawon  Walker 
of  Neshoba  Central,  three;  and 
Andrew  Lewis  of  Morton,  two. 

Delta,  which  fell  to  3-5,  led 


42-36  at  the  break. 

East  Central  teams  travel  to 
Pearl  River  Community  College 
Thursday  night  to  begin  South 
Division  competition.  The  Lady 
Warriors  and  Warriors  close  out 
2003  action  by  hosting  Hinds 
Community  College  on  Monday, 
December  8.  Tip-off  time  is  6 
p.m.  for  the  women's  contest 
with  men's  action  set  to  follow 
at  8 p.m.  in  the  Brackeen-Wood 
Physical  Education  Building  on 
the  Decatur  campus. 


East  Central  Men  Place  Fourth  In 
2003  Warrior  Showdown  Rodeo 


Chance  Smart  of  Newton 
won  top  honors  in  the  Men's 
All-Around  competition  and 
placed  in  several  other  events  in 
leading  East  Central  Community 
College  to  a fourth-place  finish 
in  the  annual  Warrior  Show- 
down Rodeo  held  October  30 
- November  I at  the  Neshoba 
County  Coliseum  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  Warriors  compiled  1 35 
points  in  the  three-day  competi- 
tion, won  by  the  University  of 
Tennessee-Martin  with  312.50 
points.  Other  colleges  and  their 
respective  scores  included  Mis- 


souri Valley  College,  287.50; 
Southern  Arkansas  University, 
162.50;  University  of  West  Ala- 
bama, 132.50;  Murray  State 
University,  127.50;  University 
of  Arkansas-Monticello,  1 1 0; 
Arkansas  State  University-Beebe; 
Southwest  Missouri  State  Uni- 
versity, 62.50;  and  Faulkner  State 
Community  College,  35. 

Smart,  a sophomore  engineer- 
ing major,  also  placed  second  in 
Bull  Riding  and  fifth  in  Saddle 
Bronc  Riding.  Teammate  Mat- 
thew Burks  of  Philadelphia 
finished  third  in  the  Bull  Riding 
event. 


In  the  women's  competition, 
the  University  of  Arkansas-Mon- 
ticello took  first  place  with  250 
points.  Also  scoring  were  Mis- 
souri Valley  College,  21 5;  Murray 
State  University,  60;  Arkansas 
State  University-Beebe  and 
Southwest  Missouri  State  Univer- 
sity, 40  points  each;  and  Faulkner 
State  University,  30. 

The  ECCC  women's  team  did 
not  place. 

Members  of  the  ECCC  Rodeo 
Team  in  addition  to  Chance 
Smart  and  Matthew  Burks  are 
Heather  Cheesman,  Raymond; 
Zan  Tillman,  Union;  Kasidi  Grif- 


fin, Newton;  Clint  Smith  and 
Philip  Speed,  both  of  Enterprise; 
Lacey  Sanborn,  Noxapater;  Drew 
Walters,  Louin;  Haley  Rolison, 
Quitman;  Robin  Robinson,  Mize; 
Jason  Vasquez,  Lena;  Donald  Joe 
Nowell  and  Josh  Deweese,  both 
of  Philadelphia;  Brian  Lindsey, 
Forest;  and  Bobby  Cole,  Morton. 

Larry  Dial  serves  as  coach  of 
the  College's  Rodeo  Team,  which 
is  a member  of  the  National 
Intercollegiate  Rodeo  Associa- 
tion. 


2003-04  Men's  and  Women's  , 

Basketball  Schedule  Ly 

December 

Thurs.,  4 

(Remaining  Games) 

Pearl  River  Away  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  8 

Hinds 

Home  6 p.m. 

January 

Thurs.,  8 

Itawamba 

Away  6 p.m. 

Sat.,  10 

Faulkner  St. 

Away  1 p.m. 

Mon.,  12 

Southwest 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  15 

Meridian 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  19 

Co-Lin 

Home  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  22 

Jones 

Away  6 p.m. 

Sat.,  24 

Faulkner  St. 

Home  1 p.m. 

Mon.,  26 

Gulf  Coast 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  29 

Pearl  River 

Home  6 p.m. 

February 

Mon.,  2 

Hinds 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  5 

Southwest 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  9 

Meridian 

Away  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  12 

Co-Lin 

Away  6 p.m. 

Mon.,  16 

Jones 

Home  6 p.m. 

Thurs.,  19 

Gulf  Coast 

Home  6 p.m. 

Mon. -Thurs.,  23-26  State  Tourney  TBA 

March 

Mon. -Thurs.,  1-4  Region  23  Tourney  TBA 

Mississippi  University 


V"  - 


for  Women 

A Tradition  of  Excellence  for  Women  and  Men 

I In  October  2003,  Kiplinger’s  Personal  Finance  magazine 
ranked  MUW  67  of  the  100  best  public  colleges  in 
America. 

H U.S.  News  & World  Report  has  consistently  ranked 

MUW  a best  value  or  best  buy  based  on  the  combination  of 
excellent  academic  programs  and  affordable  cost. 

H With  a 12-to-l  student-faculty  ratio,  MUW  is  small 

enough  to  provide  a personalized  learning  environment, 
yet  large  enough  to  offer  the  services  of  a world  class 
university. 

I MUW  offers  more  than  50  majors  including  business, 

education  and  nursing.  There  are  educational  opportunities 
in  a wide  range  of  signature  programs  from  culinary  arts  to 
music  therapy. 

H MUW’s  beautiful  and  historic  campus  is  one  of  the  nation’s 
most  architecturally  distinguished  and  over  the  next  five 
years  approximately  $35  million  will  be  invested  in  new 
buildings,  and  renovations  of  existing  buildings. 


To  learn  more  about  the  University  and  scholarship 
opportunities,  contact  Katy  Canion  toll  free  at 
1-877-462-8439,  ext  7103,  or  email  transfer@muw.edu 
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Scenes  from  the  2003  DinnerTheater  Production 
" Something  Old \ Something  New, 

Something  Gospel  and  Something  Blue" 


ECCC  DinnerTheater  a job  well  done! 


by  Mary  Carole  Brantley 
Special  to  The  Tom  Tom 

The  East  Central  Community 
College  Players  presented  their 
annual  fall  dinner  theater  pro- 
duction to  a full  house  Novem- 
ber 13-15  in  Mabry  Memorial 
Cafeteria.  Appropriately  titled 
"Something  Old,  Something 
New,  Something  Gospel  and 
Something  Blue,"  the  program 
was  filled  will  the  perfect  blend 
of  songs  from  past  and  present, 
and  was  in  celebration  of  the 
College's  75"’  anniversary. 

A front  porch  complete  with 
swing  provided  the  perfect  back- 
drop for  an  evening  of  music 
in  a small  Southern  town.  And 
local  newspaper  columnist  and 
East  Central  English  instructor 
emeritus  Ovid  Vickers  dressed  in 
suit  and  vest  almost  like  Faulkner 
himself  carried  us  through  the 
night's  program  with  a bit  of 
humor  and  a bit  of  music  history. 

ECCC  music  keyboard 
instructor  Vicki  Blaylock  has 
one  of  the  strongest  and  richest 
voices  this  College  has  heard 
in  many  years.  She  belted  out  a 
fantastic  rendition  of  the  always 
popular  "Can't  Help  Lovin'  That 
Man"  to  get  the  program  started. 

The  evening  continued  with 
the  lovely  soprano  voice  of 
Dinah  Howell  who  performed 


"Summertime"  from  the  Gersh- 
win musical  Porgy  and  Bess.  This 
piece  is  full  of  high  notes  and 
Howell  perfected  each  one. 

Len  Bobo,  ECCC  music  key- 
board instructor,  tickled  the  ivo- 
ries as  he  performed  "Misty"  and 
a "Medley  of  the  Music  of  Burt 
Bacarach." 

The  ECCC  show  choir, 
Ac'cents,  brought  the  audience 
'something  new"  as  they  sang  "A 
Moment  Like  This,"  made  popu- 
lar by  Kelly  Clarkson.  This  popu- 
lar group,  directed  by  Blaylock, 
has  been  'wowing'  audiences  all 
semester  and  this  performance 
was  no  exception. 

Howell  returned  to  the  stage 
with  Damien  Wash  as  they  sang 
"Almost  Paradise"  from  the  hit 
movie  and  musical  "Footloose." 
This  duo  blended  well  on  this 
popular  and  well-done  number. 

Wash  performed  a solo  ver- 
sion of  "Deep  River,"  that  made 
the  hair  stand  up  on  necks  and 
tears  swell  in  many  eyes.  He  is 
by  far  one  of  the  most  talented 
young  singers  on  the  campus. 

English  instructor  Tanya 
Boler,  who  sang  a very  poetic 
"Wayfarin'  Stranger,  and  speech 
instructor  George  Vaughn,  who 
performed  the  moving  hymn 
"Amazing  Grace,"  proved  that 
many  East  Central  faculty  mem- 
bers are  talented  far  beyond  their 
teaching  skills. 


In  the  words  of  the  narrator, 
"The  Church  Medley"  made  the 
audience  want  to  "stand  up  and 
shout  'Glory  Hallelujah,  I See 
My  Sweet  Jesus."  Performing  a 
medley  of  church  favorites  were 
Katrina  Moore,  Anita  Griffin, 
Garyion  Hathorn,  LaShandriea 
Luckett,  LaToya  Coleman,  Lata- 
sha  Hall  and  Yolanda  Johnson. 

Krystal  Burton  performed 
Patsy  Cline's  "Crazy"  during  the 
'something  blue'  segment.  This 
was  a popular  tune  when  Cline 
performed  it  and  the  dinner  the- 
ater was  no  exception  as  Burton 
proved  it's  timeless  appeal. 

Shane  Henderson  sang  and 
played  a guitar  arrangement 
of  Jimmy  Rodgers'  "California 
Blues."  This  writer  now  knows 
why  Rodgers  was  such  a popular 
Mississippi  boy  and  Henderson 
did  an  excellent  job  on  this 
piece. 

To  conclude  the  show,  the 
Ac'cents  returned  to  the  stage 
with  an  excellent  performance  of 
"Doctor  Blues." 

The  entire  production  was 
a wonderful  celebration  of  the 
College's  75th  anniversary  and 
a spectacular  showing  of  music 
during  that  time.  The  College, 
the  faculty  and  staff  who  put  this 
program  together  and  each  one 
who  entertained  should  be  com- 
mended on  a job  well  done! 


'Puzzles  By  Leona ' 
Displayed  At  ECCC 

Scenes  for  the  holiday  season  are  cur- 
rently on  display  in  East  Central  Community 
College's  Burton  Library  thanks  to  Leona 
Fulton  of  Philadelphia.  Fulton's  "Puzzles 
By  Leona"  exhibit  is  available  for  viewing 
through  December  12,  2003.  She  also  pro- 
vides her  artwork  to  nursing  homes  in  the 
Philadelphia  area.  Fulton  obviously  does 
not  allow  her  affliction  with  cerebral  palsy 
keep  her  from  displaying  her  creative  tal- 
ents. She  is  the  sister  of  ECCC  math  instruc- 
tor Gail  Fulton  of  Decatur. 


Making  Strides 


for  Breast  Cancer 


Members  of  ECCC's  Theta 
Xi  Chapter  of  Phi  Theta  Kappa, 
the  international  honor  society 
of  the  two-year  college,  par- 
ticipated in  their  annual  Strides 
for  Breast  Cancer  Walk  during 
October.  The  walk  was  held 
in  honor  of  October's  status 
as  National  Breast  Cancer 
Awareness  Month  and  was  a 
part  of  the  chapter's  fundrais- 
ing endeavor  for  the  American 
Cancer  Society.  At  present, 

Theta  Xi  has  raised  two  hundred 
dollars  that  the  ACS  will  use  for 
cancer  research  and  the  sup- 
port of  projects  that  encourage  and  support  the  victims  and  families  affected  by  cancer.  If  anyone  would 
like  to  make  a donation,  please  see  advisors  Christy  Ferguson,  Debbie  Boyd  or  Ricky  Harrison  or  any  Phi 
Theta  Kappa  officer.  Participants  in  the  walk  included  (from  left)  Chris  Moody  of  Louisville,  Allen  Davis  of 
Decatur,  Jenna  Talbert  of  Newton,  Ashley  Fleming  of  Philadelphia,  Liz  Kirk  of  Louisville,  Jennifer  Carson  of 
Decatur  and  Audra  Myers  and  Adam  McAdory,  both  of  Louisville. 


Tort  Reform  Warrior! 

In  the  fall  of  2002,  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove 
called  a special  session  of  the  Mississippi  State 
Legislature  to  deal  with  several  open-ended  issues.  The 
primary  matter  on  the  agenda  was  "tort  reform"  which 
basically  means  legal  proceedings.  Out  of  this  special 
session  two  house  bills  were  sent  to  the  governor  for 
his  signature  to  be  enacted  into  law.  House  Bill  9 2 
dealt  with  general  law  suit  changes  while  House  Bill 
# 1 9 was  a more  detailed  piece  of  legislation  that 
addressed  medical  malpractice  litigation.  If  one  were 
to  look  at  these  bills,  one  would  find  the  wording 
and  intentions  to  be  extremely  complicated.  It  is  for 
this  reason,  Donald  Price,  instructor  of  American 
National  Government  (PSC  1113),  selected  a "bright 
and  energetic  student"  to  research  the  two  bills  and 
interview  persons  in  three  occupations  that  are  most 
directly  effected.  Eric  Brewer  (right)  will  be  taking  his 
understanding  to  a trial  lawyer,  a doctor,  and  an  insurance  agent  to  get  their  perspectives.  Mr.  Brewer  will 
then  be  responsible  for  a research  paper  on  his  findings. 


If  not  you,  then  who? 


The  threat  is  real. 


Someone  has  to  serve. 


The  job  has  to  be  done. 
If  not  now,  then  when? 

What  about  you? 

If  not  you,  then  who? 


M;ssissi 


www.  I SOGgojju.ud.  com 


